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Camping

Reference Material
The following reference material provides useful information about this Adventure Skill. 

Note: It is not possible to “study” for an Adventure Skill. Knowledge gained from read-
ing must be supported by real and practical experience in the selected Adventure Skill. 

The Scouting Trail - The Scout Shop

The Sea Scout Book - The Scout Shop

Kubuk -The Scout Shop

Camping Adventure Skill
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Stage 1

I know the main personal gear to bring on camp.• 
I know how to care for my personal camping • 
gear.
I know what clothes I should bring on camp.• 
I know how to set out my sleeping area for a • 
good night‘s sleep.
I can collect small sticks suitable for fire-making.• 
I know about the Buddy System.• 
I can pack my rucksack for camp.• 
I can keep my camping gear neat and tidy while • 
on camp.
I know the different emergency services that are • 
available and how and when to call them
I know the main parts of a tent.• 
I can help pitch a tent.• 
I have spent at least one night on camp.• 

Stage 2

I know about the food pyramid and can discuss • 
it with a Scouter.
I know about food hygiene.• 
I can get a weather forecast.• 
I can help prepare food for cooking on camp.• 
I know how I would get help if someone is hurt.• 
I know how to behave safely around fires.• 
I can demonstrate my understanding of the fire • 
triangle.
I know how to be safe while cooking.• 
I understand why I should follow directions from • 
an instructor.
I have spent at least two nights on camp • 
(outside). 

Stage 3

I know how to care for all my personal gear.• 
I know about safe food storage.• 
I can help make a hot drink using a fire• .
I can help clean up a fireplace after camp.• 
I know how weather can affect our camp.• 
I know why we bring certain gear on camp for • 
our team.
I can use camp tools safely on camp.• 
I know how to clean and treat a small cut or • 
scratch.
I know and can discuss the main principles of • 
“Leave No Trace”.
I can show a younger member of my team how • 
to pitch a tent with the help of others.

Competency Statements

I can assist in the cooking of a meal while on • 
camp.
I can help others to learn about camping.• 
I have spent at least two consecutive nights on • 
camp.

Stage 4

I know what personal gear I should bring on a • 
lightweight and standing camp.
I can pack my rucksack properly for a • 
lightweight camp.
I know how to use our team gear correctly and • 
safely.
I know how to care for our team equipment • 
during and in between camp.
I know the best place to pitch our tent and I can • 
explain why.
I know how to use and store tools safely.• 
I know what to do in the case of cuts and minor • 
burns.
I can be safe around fires and cooking • 
equipment.
I can be a constructive member of my team•  
while on camp.
I can assist in the pitching of a tent with my • 
team.
I have spent at least four nights on camp.• 

Stage 5

I know what you need for building shelters and • 
bivvys.
I can explain how you choose the best type of • 
tent for a specific camp.
I know how to store and cook food safely on • 
camp.
I know what team equipment to bring on various • 
types of camps.
I can plan a balanced menu with my team for a • 
camping adventure.
I can select suitable locations for a standing or • 
lightweight camp.
I can show the best layout for a team campsite. • 
I can use at least two different types of cooking 
fires and stoves.
I can give a weather report to our Scouter for • 
the duration of a camp.
I can show the best location on camp for a • 
chopping pit.
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Camping

I can show a younger Scout how to pitch a tent.• 
I know how to pitch and set tents correctly for • 
bad weather conditions.
I understand the importance of proper waste • 
management on camp.
I can light and maintain a cooking fire.• 
I know how to cook a good balanced meal  • 
on a fire.
I have spent at least five consecutive nights  • 
on camp.
I have spent at least one night, lightweight • 
camping.

Stage 6

I know how to plan the menu and purchase the • 
food for a weekend camp.
I can source local knowledge with regards to a • 
campsite and surrounding area.
I know how to plan a programme of activities for • 
a camp.
I know the causes and how to recognize and • 
treat hypothermia, hyperthermia, sunstroke, 
dehydration and asthma, or any medical 
conditions relevant to my team.
I can show how to care for, store and maintain • 
all our team equipment.
I can explain what group emergency equipment • 
we should bring on camp and why.
I can organise the pitching and striking of a • 
team campsite.
I know how to use a variety of stoves in outdoor • 
conditions safely.
I can talk to our team about the hazards • 
involved in camping.
I can pitch a tent that I am not familiar with.• 
I have successfully camped in a variety of • 
weather conditions.
I have spent at least eight nights on camp • 
including a week-long camp.
I have spent at least two consecutive nights • 
lightweight camping.

Stage 7

I know how to select a suitable location for both • 
standing and lightweight camps.
I can plan and lead a team camp in a remote • 
location for a minimum of two nights.
I know how to organise the transport required • 
for our camp.

I know how to plan activities for various types of • 
camps.
I know how to make contingency plans for our • 
camp.
I can take responsibility for myself and my team • 
while on camp.
I can help those camping with my team to learn • 
new skills.
I have spent at least 12 nights on various types • 
of camps, including at least two consecutive 
nights without a Scouter. 

Stage 8

I can prepare for a specialist expedition and • 
have acquired the necessary skills.
I can source, compare and organise various  • 
transport options for getting to local and foreign 
locations.
I know how to create an exciting expedition • 
while catering for everyone’s needs.
I know how to be active in the out of doors, • 
without disturbing the balance of nature.
I have assisted in the organisation of at least • 
two camps either for my Team, or another Team 
in my own Group or in another Group.
I have spent at least 16 nights on various types • 
of camps.

Stage 9 

I know how to budget, prepare and manage • 
every aspect of the expedition.
I know how to ensure that safety precautions • 
are put in place, without curtailing the fun of our 
camp.
I can plan and execute, camps and expeditions • 
in all types of locations - at home or abroad.
I know how to source amenities and local places • 
of interest.
I know how to use a variety of cooking stoves, • 
and know when each type is most effective.
I have organized and led at least one camp for • 
my team.
I have spent at least 20 nights on various types • 
of camps. 
 

  Stage 1
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I know the main personal gear to bring  
on camp.

Scouts should indicate in list form the items of 
clothing they need to bring with them for a camping 
event. The Scout should be encouraged to collect 
and pack their equipment. 

Spare clothing. 
Equipment. 
Wash gear. 
Wet weather clothing. 
Repair equipment. 
Sleeping equipment.

I know how to care for my personal  
camping gear.

Scouts need to show an awareness of the value of 
camping equipment.  
A Scout should demonstrate how to go about 
checking and caring for equipment.  
Safety implications of poor or faulty equipment. 
Keeping personal equipment in working order. 
How to sew. 
How to repair items of equipment. 
The quality of different items of equipment.

I know what clothes I should bring on camp.

Scouts should know what clothes they need to 
bring on camp and talk about the clothing needs for 
different weather conditions. 

Layer system. 
Outer shell - wet weather gear.

I know how to set out my sleeping area for a 
good night‘s sleep. 

Scouts should be aware of the need for tidiness, 
insulation and warmth.  
Sleeping area, pillow, sleeping mat. 
Pack away clothes. 
Tidy rucksack, select clothes for next day use.

Skills Requirements

I can collect small sticks suitable for a fire 
making.

Scouts should be able to go off in search of firewood 
and return with suitable dry wood for lighting a fire. 
A Scout should be able to identify suitable wood to 
use for tinder, light sticks and long burning logs.

I know about the Buddy system.

The Scout should be able to talk about the buddy 
system and explain how and why it is used when 
camping.

I can help pitch a tent.

Scouts should indicate they wish to complete this 
requirement so that they can be observed in action 
with other Scouts.

I can pack my rucksack for camp.

Scouts need to bring a packed rucksack for 
demonstration and discuss, while unpacking and 
repacking, the value of the method used in the 
packing process.

The necessary equipment to pack. 
Where to place soft items. 
Where to place heavy items. 
Where to place foodstuffs. 
What is meant by ‘first in last out’. 
What wet weather clothing to bring.

I can keep my camping gear neat and tidy 
while on camp.

Scouts need to demonstrate an awareness of  
camp-life (living on camp and sleeping in tents) and 
the need to keep things tidy, so a comfortable life in 
a tent and around a campsite is possible.  Scouts 
should also be aware of the conditions around a 
campsite and the implications of untidiness in bad 
weather conditions.  
Scouts need to have camped for at least one night 
to be in a position to understand the answers they 
may have to provide to fulfil the requirements of this 
badge.

Stage 1
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I know the different emergency services 
that are available and how and when to call 
them.

The Scout should be able to explain how to call out 
the emergency services when an accident takes 
place on the mountains (Police, Ambulance). They 
should know when and how they should call for the 
mountain rescue service rather than any of the other 
of the emergency services.
 
I know the main parts of a tent.

The Scout should know the main parts of a tent and 
there use and names. While there are many types 
of tents, the key features are common, for example  
the ridge, the guys, door flaps, wall, vents, sod cloth, 
groundsheet. This Scout should be able to point out 
the parts on an erected tent on a camp rather than 
from a picture in a book.

 
I have spent at least one night on camp.

The Scout will have attended their first Scout Camp 
and have slept in a tent on that camp as a Scout. 
For the purpose of this requirement, nights spent 
camping with their family are not permissible.

  

  Stage 2
I know about the food pyramid and can 
discuss it with a Scouter.

The Scout should show knowledge in the creation of 
a basic menu with reference to the food pyramid. 

 
What food forms the bottom layer of the pyramid. 
What foods forms the mid sections of the pyramid. 
What food forms the top layer. 
List the best food to choose from each layer.

I know about safe food storage and hygiene.

Scouts should show an understanding of the 
differences between camp and home and how it 
can affect the storage of food. They should also be 
capable of demonstrating how to store food in a safe 
manner.

That food is prepared without electrical household 
appliances and gadgets. 
That food is more likely to be exposed to flies and 
insects and stored in containers. 
That food needs to be cooked properly. 

I can get a weather forecast.

The Scout should be aware of where they can 
obtain a weather forecast ( newspaper, radio/TV, 
web site) and how it might impact on the plans for 
the camp

I can help prepare food for cooking on 
camp.

Scouts should be able to show in a practical way 
how food is prepared for cooking. This can be 
done as part of a cooking team or assisting a more 
experienced cook. 

How to clean food. 
How to prepare food properly. 
 
I know how I would get help if someone is 
hurt.

The Scout needs to show an ability to recognize that 
someone is hurt badly and needs help. The Scout 
should also know how to get help and by  
what means. 

How to discover that someone is hurt. 
How to compare injured parts with uninjured parts. 
Methods of getting help. 
Methods of caring for someone that is hurt.

I know how to behave safely around fires.

The Scouts should show an understanding of the 
dangers of fire and how to behave around fires.

Do not play around a fire. 
Do not poke a fire. 
Keep a safe distance from the fire. 
Obey the instruction of the fire tender.
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I can demonstrate my understanding of the 
fire triangle.

The Scout should discuss the qualities of each 
part of the fire triangle and demonstrate on a fire 
the effect of each element if it is removed from the 
triangle.

I know how to be safe while cooking.

The necessity to prepare and cook a meal will 
involve the Scout in situations where care and 
attention are required. 

The rules and use of knives. 
Lifting hot liquids, foods from a cooking stove or  
the fire . 
Scouts should be able to demonstrate and talk 
through the safety processes .

I understand why I should follow directions 
from an instructor.

The Scout should know about the importance of 
listening to the instructor so that they are aware of 
what to do and the dangers of doing things that they 
don’t fully understand.

I have spent at least two nights on camp 
(outside).

Scouts need to have camped under canvas for at 
least two night to be in a position to understand 
the answers they may have provided to fulfil the 
requirements of this badge.

  Stage 3
 I know how to care for all my personal gear.

Scouts need to show an awareness of the value of 
camping equipment. They should also be aware that 
if it is not working properly it is likely to fail in bad 
weather conditions. A scout should demonstrate 
how to go about checking and caring for equipment. 

Safety implications of poor or faulty equipment. 
Keeping personal equipment in working order. 
How to sew. 

How to repair items of equipment. 
The quality of different items of equipment.

I know how to store food on camp.

The Scout should be able to demonstrate and 
discuss how to go about setting up a store tent or 
organising food storage on a campsite. The Scout 
should be aware of use of containers and covers 
as well as an awareness of heat in tents and cold 
storage locations.

I can help make a hot drink on the fire.

Scouts should indicate they wish to complete this 
requirement so that they can be observed in action. 
Safety, attention to detail and awareness of fire, 
heat and hot liquids should be observed.

I can help clean up a fireplace after camp.

Scouts should assist other members in the tidying 
up and the cleaning of a fireplace or designated fire 
lighting area. This will involve the careful disposal 
of ashes, replacing stones, or deconstruction of an 
altar fire. Leave No Trace should be evident; there 
should be no evidence that a fire has been lit in 
this location after the task is completed (except in 
a designated fire light area on a campsite in that 
case it should be left in a suitable state for the next 
campers).

I know how weather can affect our camp.

The Scout needs to know what to do if it rains or it is 
very hot, forward thinking and being prepared. 

Explain the different types of weather likely to occur. 
Explain what will happen if it rains in the camp area. 
Explain what will happen if it is very hot 
Explain what extra gear you need to bring - just in 
case.

I know why I bring certain gear on camp for 
our team.

The Scout should show an awareness of the need 
for general patrol equipment and be able to list the 
main items required and how they differ from  
personal equipment. 

Tentage - sleeping, dining, storage. 
Storage. 
First aid. 
Cooking utensils. 
Tools. 

Skills Requirements
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I can use camp tools safely on camp.

Scouts should show how to use a tool correctly and 
also be aware of any safety implications. 

Be able to use a tool correctly to do the job it was 
designed for. 
Display your skill in using a particular tool. 
Know how to store the tools away for use at another 
time.

I know how to clean and treat a small cut or 
scratch.

Scouts need to talk themselves through the process 
of treatment. This demonstration/talk can be done in 
a practical way on a volunteer. 

How to clean the wound. 
How to reassure the casualty. 
How to apply a bandage.

I can show a younger member of my Team 
how to pitch a tent with the help of others.

Scouts should indicate they wish to complete this 
requirement so that they can be observed in action. 

I can assist in the cooking of a meal while 
on camp.

A Scout should act as an assistant to another 
more experienced cook. They should assist in 
preparation, cooking and serving of a simple hot 
meal on camp. The Scout should display confidence 
and basic cooking knowledge.

I know the main principles of “Leave No 
Trace”.

Scouts should demonstrate an understanding of the 
key points in a practical way in a camp situation. 

Dispose of waste properly. 
Respect farm animals and wildlife. 
Minimise the camping impact and the effects of fire. 
Be considerate to others. 
Travel and camp on durable surfaces. 
Leave what you find. 
Plan ahead and prepare

I can help others to learn about camping.

The Scout should display a willingness to help 
others learn in a natural way. The Scout should be 

observed in action over a period of time rather than 
mount a single display of expertise.

Spend at least two consecutive nights on 
camp.

Scouts need to have camped under canvas for at 
least two nights (over a weekend) to be in a position 
to understand the answers they may have provided 
to fulfil the requirements of this badge.

  Stage 4
I know what personal gear I would bring on 
a lightweight and a standing camp.

Scouts should indicate in list form the items of 
clothing they need to bring with them for various 
camping activities, over a number of days. Scouts 
need to be aware of the need for proper clothing 
in  all weather conditions. The weight of the pack 
is also a concern and Scouts should be pointing 
out weight saving measures with consideration for 
safety particularly with reference to lightweight and 
standing camping.

Scouts should indicate in list form the items of 
clothing they need to bring with them for various 
camping events.  The Scout should also show an 
interest in the quality of equipment design and its 
benefits. 

Spare clothing. 
Eating gear. 
Wash gear. 
Wet weather equipment. 
Repair equipment. 
Sleeping equipment

I can pack a rucksack properly for a 
lightweight camp.

Scouts need to bring a packed rucksack for 
discussion. The Scouts should then demonstrate 
and discuss while unpacking and repacking the 
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value of the method used in the packing process.  
Weight of pack is a major consideration. This should 
be balanced against necessary equipment and 
luxury items.

The necessary equipment to pack. 
Where to place soft items. 
Where to place heavy items. 
Where to place foodstuffs. 
What is meant by ‘first in last out’. 
What wet weather equipment to bring.

I know how to use our Team gear correctly 
and safely.

Scouts should be able to demonstrate basic 
procedures for cleaning and the care for equipment. 
Demonstrate how to use patrol equipment safely. 
Demonstrate how to clean, care for and store 
tools,tentage and cooking equipment when not in 
use.

I know how to care for our Team equipment 
during and in between camp.

Scouts should be able to demonstrate basic 
procedures for cleaning and care and storage of 
equipment during camping adventures .

Demonstrate how to clean, care for and store tools, 
tentage and cooking equipment when not in use.

I know the best place to pitch a tent and 
explain why.

Scouts should be able to show where a tent should 
be pitched and why that spot was chosen. Scouts 
should mention level ground, wind direction, shelter, 
and tree coverage. 

Site layout on a fixed camp. 
Location of fireplace. 
Prevailing wind.

I know how to use and store tools safely.

Scout should show how to use a tool correctly and 
also be aware of any safety implications. 

Be able to use a tool correctly to do the job it was 
designed for.

Display your skill in using a particular tool. 
Know how to store the tools away for use at another 
time.

I know what to do in the case of cuts and 
minor burns.

The prime consideration for a Scout to demonstrate 
is that they know the rules of First Aid. Treatment 
of minor cuts, burns is always subject to adult or 
medical advice and if in doubt they should seek 
help. In the case of minor treatments these should 
be demonstrated in a practical way with a volunteer 
casualty. 

State the rules of First aid. 
Demonstrate how to treat a minor cut. 
Discuss what they would do in the case of a minor 
burn or scald and demonstrate treatment. 
Discuss how they would take care of the victim.
Discuss what they would tell a medical person when 
calling for help.

I can be safe around fires and cooking 
equipment.

The Scouts should show an understanding of the 
dangers of fire and how to behave around fires.

Do not play around a fire. 
Do not poke a fire. 
Keep a safe distance from the fire. 
Obey the instruction of the fire tender. 
The necessity to prepare and cook a meal will 
involve the Scout in situations where care and 
attention are required.  
The rules and use of knives. 
Lifting hot liquids, foods from a cooking stove or  
the fire. 
Scouts should be able to demonstrate and talk 
through the processes 

I can be a constructive member of my Team 
while on camp.

The Scout should participate on camp as a full 
member of the Team. The Scout should take part 
in, and play a number of roles while on camp and 
generally add to the well being of the whole Team.

I can assist in the pitching of a tent with my 
Team.

Scouts should indicate they wish to complete this 
requirement so that they can be observed in action. 

Skills Requirements
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I have spent at least four nights on camp.

Scouts need to have camped under canvas for at 
least four nights (over a number of weekends or on 
a single camping adventure) to be in a position to 
have the experience, knowledge and understanding  
to answers they may have provided to fulfil the 
requirements of this badge.

  Stage 5
I know what you need for building shelters 
and bivvy’s.

Scouts should be able to list the items and tools 
required to build a bivouac shelter. The Scout should 
have participated in the building of such a structure. 

The roof should be made of plastic sheeting and not 
ferns and leaves. 
Basic roof structure using materials found on the 
ground not cut down. 
Refer to the ‘ Leave No Trace’ principles.

I can explain how you choose the best type 
of tent for your specific camp.

The Scout should be able to ascertain the quality of 
a tent design and the type of camping best suited 
to a particular design. The Scout should also have 
the capability to recognize the appropriate tentage 
for the needs of the group on a specific camping 
expedition. 

I know how to store and cook food safely on 
camp.

Scouts should show an understanding of the 
differences between camp and home. They should 
also be capable of demonstrating how to do it. A 
Scout should also be aware of the need to cook 
food properly to prevent sickness. 

How to minimize the handling of food. 
How to ensure food is cooked through. 
How food is cooked properly and edible (not burnt.)
How food is stored on camp.

I know what Team equipment to bring on 
various types of camps.

The Scout should produce in list form the patrol 
equipment necessary for a variety of camps. The 
Scout should discuss how each item is relevant and 
also the essential safety equipment that is required. 
With regards to a lightweight camp the Scout should 
discuss how the weight load might be distributed 
among the Team.

I can plan a balanced menu with my ‘Team’ 
for a camping adventure.

The Scout should approach this requirement via 
interaction with his/her Team in the planning of 
menus. The menus suggested should acknowledge 
the food pyramid.

What food forms the bottom layer of the pyramid. 
What food forms the mid sections of the pyramid. 
What food forms the top layer. 
List the best food to choose from each layer to 
create a balanced diet.

I can select a suitable location for a 
standing or lightweight camp.

Scouts should be able to show where a tent should 
be pitched and why that spot was chosen. Scouts 
should mention level ground, wind direction, shelter, 
and tree coverage. 

Site layout on a fixed camp. 
Location of fireplace or stove for cooking. 
Prevailing wind.

I can show the bestlay out for your Team 
campsite.

The Scout should have camped a number of times 
and be aware of how a campsite is laid out with 
a view to prevailing winds, walkways, fireplace 
location and tentage considerations. 

Location of sleeping area. 
Location of fire & kitchen area. 
Location of dining area.

I can use at least two different types of 
cooking fires and stoves.

The Scouts needs to have been involved in 
a number of cooking situations. This is best 
demonstrated in a camp situation where the Scout 
can be observed in action. 
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I can give a weather report to my Scouter for 
while we are on camp.

Weather is always a consideration on camp. Scouts 
need to demonstrate knowledge of how to obtain 
weather forecast for the area they are camping in. 
The Scout in presenting the weather report should :-

Explain the different types of weather likely to occur. 
Explain what will happen if it rains in the camp area. 
Explain what will happen if it is very hot. 
Explain what extra gear you need to bring - just in 
case.

I can show the best place on camp for a 
chopping pit.

The Scout needs to demonstrate an understanding 
of what happens or is likely to happen in a chopping 
area. 

Clear chopping area. 
Overhead obstructions.

I can show a younger Scout how to pitch a 
tent.

This is a practical exercise. It can be done with help 
from Team members. In demonstrating the skill they 
should direct other Team members to complete the 
task. 

I know how to pitch tents correctly for bad 
weather conditions.

Scouts should be able to show where a tent should 
be pitched and why that spot was chosen. Scouts 
should mention level ground, drainage, wind 
direction, shelter, and tree coverage. Scouts should 
also be able to demonstrate additional ‘storm’ 
measures that may be necessary.

Site layout on a fixed camp. 
Location of fireplace. 
Prevailing wind. 
Storm procedures and measures.

I understand the importance of proper waste 
management on camp.

The Scout should show an understanding of how to 
camp in a ‘Leave No Trace’ manner and the waste 
that could be generated in a camp situation. The 
Scout should explain what to do with waste water, 
refuse, waste food matter and recycling where 
appropriate.

Skills Requirements

I can light and maintain a cooking fire.

The Scout needs to demonstrate this skill over 
a number of fire lighting situations. This is best 
done in a camp situation where the Scout can be 
observed in action. 

I know how to cook a proper meal on a fire.

The Scout should be able to cook a full hot meal, 
assisted by another Scout perhaps. This meal 
should be considered a ‘dinner’ meal rather than a 
lunch or breakfast so that the Scout can 
demonstrate their cooking skills to the fullest.

I have spent at least five consecutive nights 
on camp.

Scouts need to have camped under canvas for at 
least five nights on a single camping adventure to be 
in a position to have the experience, knowledge and 
understanding to answers they may have provided 
to fulfil the requirements of this badge.

I have spend at least one night lightweight 
camping.

Scouts should have spent at least one night 
camping in lightweight camping conditions. All 
camping equipment should have been transported 
to the ‘wild camping’ site on their backs (in 
rucksacks). The Scout should also have participated 
in the organization of such an adventure as part of 
the team.

   Stage 6
I know how to plan the menu and purchase 
the food for a weekend camp.

The Scout should approach this requirement via 
interaction with his/her Team in the planning of 
menus. The menus suggested should acknowledge 
the food pyramid.
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What food forms the bottom layer of the pyramid. 
What food forms the mid sections of the pyramid. 
What food forms the top layer. 
List the best food to choose from each layer to 
create a balanced diet. 
In the development of camp budgets and menus 
the Scout should be aware of the basic quantities of 
food that are required to feed a patrol without waste. 
Prepare a basic shopping list for a meal at camp. 
Discuss the basic or recommended servings  
per person.

I can source local knowledge of a campsite 
and surrounding area.

The Scout should demonstrate a capability of seek 
information from a number of sources. 

Before the camp the Scout should have information 
on the local shops, places to eat, hospital, religious 
services etc so they can be availed of on camp. The 
Scout should also conduct some research into what 
in the locality of the campsite is of historical, artistic 
or geographical interest. 
 
I know how to plan a programme of 
activities for a camp.

The Scout needs to demonstrate knowledge of 
the different types of activity that are possible 
on the campsite and how best to maximize the 
opportunities they present. Variety, fun and 
adventure as well as off site activities should all 
play a part. Time tabling as well as equipment 
considerations need to be displayed. 
  
I know the causes and how to recognize and 
treat hypothermia, hyperthermia, sunstroke, 
dehydration and asthma, or any medical 
conditions relevant to my team.

The prime consideration for a Scout to demonstrate 
is that they know the rules of First Aid. A Scout 
should be aware of any personal conditions that 
might exist in the team and have discussed these 
with the person concerned. The Scout should also 
be able to list the symptoms of various conditions 
and know what to do. 

Discuss the treatment for each ailment. 
Discuss the special needs of people in their Patrol. 
Discuss how to prevent these ailments happening.

I can show how to care for, store and 
maintain all our Team equipment.

Scouts should be aware of the need for care to 
prolong the life of this equipment. Expertise in 
the basic repair of equipment is expected and 
procedures for cleaning and care should be known 
and practiced.

I can explain what group emergency 
equipment we should bring on camp and 
why.

The Scout should be safety conscious and be able 
to discuss possible emergency situations that are 
likely to be encountered. The Scout should also 
produce a list of the types of equipment that should 
be present on a campsite.  

First aid kit. 
Safety ropes. 
Survival bag. 
Emergency shelter.

I can organise the pitching and striking of a 
Team campsite.

This requirement implies that a Scout has some 
experience and is aware of how they should act, 
lead and be responsible for a Team and the Group 
on camp.  This is best demonstrated in a camp 
situation where the Scouts can be observed in 
action. 

I know how to use a variety of stoves in 
outdoor conditions safely.

The Scout needs to have been involved in a number 
of cooking situations. This is best demonstrated in a 
camp situation where the Scout can be observed in 
action. 

I can talk to our Team about the hazards 
involved in camping.

The Scout should be able to list possible hazards at 
camp and suggest solutions for safer camping. 

Guy ropes and fencing. 
Pits and holes. 
Fires. 
Chopping areas. 
Lifting and hauling equipment.

I can pitch a tent that I am not familiar with.

Firstly, the Scout must be able to pitch a variety of 
tents. Secondly, the Scout must be able to pitch 
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the same tents in bad weather. Ideally this will be 
observed. However, the Scouts should also be able 
to discuss how they would go about this task in 
various bad weather situations.

The Scout must be able to demonstrate how to pitch 
any tent presented correctly.

I have successfully camped in a variety of 
weather conditions.

The Scout can have a successful camp no matter 
what external factors arise. 

I have spend at least eight nights on camp  
including a week long camp.

Scouts need to have camped under canvas for at 
least eight nights on a single camping adventure or 
combination of camping adventures, one of these 
should be an annual camp: to be in a position to 
have the experience, knowledge and understanding 
to answers they may have provided to fulfil the 
requirements of this stage.

Scouts completing this stage should be experienced 
campers who have camped in many situations and 
possess the necessary skills to camp in comfort in 
any situation. Many Scouts attempting this badge 
will have camped in excess of the eight nights 
required.

I have spend at least two nights consecutive 
lightweight camping.

Scouts should have spent at least two night 
camping in lightweight camping conditions. All 
camping equipment should have been transported 
to the ‘wild camping’ site on their backs (in 
rucksacks). The Scout should also have participated 
in the organization of such an adventure as part of 
the team.

 

  Stage 7 

I know how to select a suitable location for 
both standing and lightweight camps.

Scouts should be able to show and discuss why 
particular locations are suitable for camping and 
why that spot was chosen. Scouts should mention 
level ground, drainage, wind direction, shelter, 
and tree coverage.  Consideration should also 
be demonstrated for the provision of programme 
activities and adventure locations nearby.

I can plan and lead a team camp in a wild/ 
remote location for a minimum of two 
nights.

This requirement is undertaken by experienced 
campers who are also in a leadership position. The 
camp has to be planned in detail by both the youth 
leader and the accompanying group. The Scouter 
has to be fully aware of all plans and satisfy himself/
herself that the Scout is capable of this undertaking.

I know how to organise the transport 
required for camp.

The Scout should demonstrate a capability to seek 
information from a number of sources. The Scout 
should be capable of organizing the most suitable 
transport to and from the campsite.

I know how to plan activities for various 
types of camps.

The Scout needs to demonstrate knowledge of 
the different types of activity that are possible 
on the campsite, and how best  to maximize 
the opportunities they present. Variety, fun and 
adventure as well as off site activities should all 
play a part. Time tabling as well as equipment 
considerations need to be displayed. 

I know how to make contingency plans for 
our camp.

Be Prepared!!. While we expect good weather all 
the time in reality this is not always the case. The 
Scout needs to discuss this situation and know the 
value of have ‘Plan B’ in case of bad weather or 
other unforeseen situations. 

I can take responsibility for myself and my 
Team while on camp.

This requirement implies that a Scout has some 
experience and is aware of how they should act, 
lead and be responsible for a Patrol and the Group 
on camp.  This is best demonstrated in a camp 
situation where the Scouts can be observed in 
action. 

Skills Requirements
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Camping

I can help those camping with my Team to 
learn new skills.

The Scout is experienced in living outdoors. The 
Scout should be able to evaluate the ability of fellow 
Scouts, assist where necessary and work together 
with those of a similar level or knowledge. 

I have spent at least 12 nights on various 
types of camps, including at least two 
consecutive nights without a Scouter.

The Scout attempting this badge will be very 
experienced and will have camped many times and 
possess many skills. The Scout should be capable 
of passing on such skills to other campers and 
instilling in them the camping spirit and love of the 
outdoors.

  Stage 8
I can prepare for a specialist expedition and 
have acquired the necessary skills.

At this level the Scout may wish to take on 
expeditions which are of specialist and unique 
nature. The Scout must be able to plan and organize 
these expeditions adding whatever skills necessary 
to their existing skills set. 

I can source, compare and organise various 
transport options for local and foreign 
locations.

The Scout should demonstrate a capability of 
seeking information from a number of sources.  The 
Scout should be capable of organizing the transport 
to and from the campsite.

The advantages of different transport methods.

The suppliers of transport. 
The average cost of hiring or using a transport 
method.

I know how to create an exciting expedition 
while catering for everyone’s needs.

The Scout should be capable of planning, 
organizing and running an expedition which 
everyone on camp will find both fun and challenging. 

Be able to discuss the abilities of his/her Team. 
Be able to grade hill walking adventures and be 
aware of hiking difficulties encountered. 
Be able to chose a route that is challenging but not 
dangerous for those taking part. 
Be able to select suitable programme activities for a 
weekend and long term camp.

I know how to be active in the out of doors, 
without disturbing the balance of nature.

The Scout needs to be aware that living and walking 
through open countryside has an impact of some 
kind and that we need to minimize this intrusion. 
The Scout should suggest best practice and discuss 
how to minimize the impact while also enjoying the 
outdoor experience. 

The ‘Leave No Trace’ principles should be fully 
understood and demonstrated in practical situation 
on camp and at the break of camp. The Scout 
should lead the final check and clean up of a 
campsite on a number of occasions. 

I have assisted in the organisation of at 
least two camps either for my Team, another 
Team in my own Group or in another Group.

This is a leadership opportunity and will require 
expertise in camping, programme planning and 
organisation. The Scout is expected to assist an 
experienced camp organizer and learn and gain 
experience from this encounter.

I have spend at least 16 nights on various 
types of camps.

Scouts need to have camped under canvas for at 
least 16 nights on single camping adventures or 
combination of camping adventures, one of which 
should be an annual camp to be in a position to 
have the experience, knowledge and understanding 
to answers they may have provided to fulfil the 
requirements of this badge.

Scouts completing this badge should be 
experienced campers, who have camped in many 
situations and possess the necessary skills to camp 
in comfort in any situation. Eight of these nights 
need to be consecutive. Many scouts attempting this 
badge will have camped in excess of the 16 nights 
required.
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  Stage 9
I know how to budget, prepare and manage 
every aspect of the expedition.

The Scout needs to be aware of and demonstrate 
how to prepare a budget and manage that budget 
over a camping activity and to achieve a break even 
situation. 

Have run or assisted in running a number of 
adventures. 
Prepare a cost for a suggested adventure. 
Act as expedition leader on at least two expeditions.

I know how to ensure that safety 
precautions are put in place, without 
curtailing the fun of your camp.

The Scout needs to demonstrate knowledge of 
safety, key accident situations and how to put in 
place preventative measures. 

Fire areas. 
Camp hygiene. 
Storage of food. 
Proper use of tools

I can plan and execute, camps and 
expeditions in all types of locations at home 
or abroad.

The Scout should be able to run, in conjunction with 
others, successful camps and expeditions no matter 
how the factors could impinge on possible success 
or failure.

I know how to source amenities and local 
places of interest.

Before the camp the Scout should have information 
on the local shops, places to eat, hospital, religious 
services etc so they can be availed of on camp. The 
Scout should also conduct some research into what 
in the locality of the campsite is of historical, artistic 
or geographical interest

I know how to use a variety of cooking 
stoves, and know when each type is most 
effective.

The Scout needs to have been involved in a number 
of cooking situations. This is best demonstrated in a 
camp situation where the Scout can be observed in 
action. 

I have organized and led at least one camp 
for my Team.

This requirement is undertaken by experienced 
campers who maybe accompanying another Scout 
who is organizing and leading the activity. (see 
above).  The camp has to be planned in detail by 
both the youth leader and the accompanying group. 
The Scouter has to be fully aware of all plans and 
satisfy himself/herself that the Scout is capable of 
this undertaking.

I have spent at least 20 nights on various 
types of camps.

Scouts need to have camped under canvas for at 
least twenty  nights on single camping adventures 
or a combination of camping adventures, one of 
which should be an annual camp to be in a position 
to have the experience, knowledge and 
understanding to answers they may have provided 
to fulfil the requirements of this badge.

Scouts completing this badge should be 
experienced campers who have camped in many 
situations and possess the necessary skills to camp 
in comfort in any situation. Eight of these nights 
neeed to be consective. Many Scouts attempting 
this stage will have camped in excess of the 20 
nights required.

Skills Requirements


