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Communications Commissioner Intro

Quote of the Month

In this issue...

Welcome to this month’s issue of Inside Out your monthly one stop shop for all that is happening in Scouting 

Ireland. This month we feature the recent Training trip to Saudi Arabia, All the goings on at the last National 

Management committee meeting, International News and the start of the Boating season.

We also have news on upcoming events and coverage of many Group, County and National events. 

Also included this month is our regular features from the Beaver Scout ,Cub Scout and Rover Scout 

teams. Remember if you want to submit an article for next month’s issue then please forward them to 

Communications@scouts.ie

Please forward this on to all Scouters and Youth Members in your group. Don’t presume they have got it. 

Deadline for next month’s issue is 30th June.

See you next month! 

The Communications Team

You can do anything, but 
not everything.

David Allen

Saudi Arabia
A picnic for your pack
National Secretary 
Says
Castle Saunderson
Morroco 2012
Darkness into Light
South East News

Beaver Scout Page.4
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Scouting Ireland In Saudi Arabia 

for Peace Training

A team of Irish Scout Leader Trainers were in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia for 

training in peace studies and dialogue in  the King Abdul Aziz National 

Centre for Dialogue in association with the Saudi Arabian Department of 

Education, as part of the World Organisation of the Scout Movement’s 

Global Messengers for Peace programme. 

The Irish delegation, who were guests of the Saudi Ministry for Education, 

were also received by the Irish Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Dr Niall 

Holohan at the Irish Embassy in Riyadh. They were accompanied by 

Ambassador Holohan welcomed 
the initiative, stating that: “Scouting 
Ireland is doing a wonderful job 
both at home and internationally 
in developing young people and in 
building Ireland-Saudi relations.”

The King AbdulAziz Centre for 
National Dialogue is having great 
success in changing the lives of the 
Saudi Arabian people by engaging 
them in dialogue within their 
community.

Dr Hamad Alyahya, International 
Commissioner, who emphasised 
the significance of the programme 
for building dialogue in situations of 
national and international conflict, 
drawing upon the experiences of 
building reconciliation in Northern 
Ireland.

Chief Scout of Scouting Ireland, 
Michael John Shinnick said: “The 
assistance of the Saudi’s in helping 
to prepare our Leader Trainers 
for delivering peace education at 
Scouting Ireland’s new International 
Centre at Castlesaunderson is 
invaluable.”

The World Organisation of the 
Scout Movement global initiative 
- Messengers of Peace - engages 
20 million Scouts worldwide in 
peace based activities within their 
communities. Castlesaunderson 
will be one of 5 worldwide centres 
for global interaction and training 
along with other centres in Sweden, 
the Philippines, Switzerland and 
Panama. 

To view more pictures of the event 
Check out Scouting Ireland’s Gallery 
at link below
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http://www.scouts.ie/photos/album/72157629875933620/saudi_arabian_certified_trainer_to_spread_the_culture_of_dialogue_2012/


Hi Everyone I’m Star,

I am very excited as I have just earned my hillwalking adventure skills 

badge level 1 . Look here is what the badge looks like . 

It was hard work and it took us about six weeks. We did our review tonight 

and I also filled in four SPICES on my beaver journey map. 

Let me explain from the beginning how I earned this badge. …

About six weeks ago we had a 
planning log chew, we took out our 
beaver scout handbook and each 
lodge picked out  few challenges. 
After discussing them we all agreed 
to work on Treasure Hunting. It 
looked exciting and fun. We had 
a chat in our lodge about what 
treasure hunting was all about 
and then we all got together and 
we made a mind map.  Everyone 
had a say and there are no wrong 
answers. 

One of the Elders suggested that 
because we had such fun learning 

about the emergencies adventure 
skills that we should look at doing 
another adventure skills badge. We 
asked could we do a treasure hunt 
on a hike as part of the hillwalking 
badge and the Elders said they 
would look into it and would have a 
plan for the following meeting. 

The Elders came down the following 
week with a plan and a poster. The 
plan was going to make for a busy 
few weeks but the poster was good 
as it had pictures and it looked 
exciting. 

We already knew about the buddy 
system and the importance of 
being able to look after yourself . 
We got stuck in straight away and 
learned about equipment needed 
for hillwalking. The Elders had two 
rugsacs , one filled with silly stuff 
like a remote controlled car and a 
hairdryer and an electric toaster. ( 
like where are you going to plug it 
in on a hike). The other bag was 
filled with proper stuff like drinks, 
spare socks and raingear. It was 
lighter and easier to carry than the 
other bag. I would not need to buy 
anything new as I have all that stuff 
at home already. 
The next week was good , we had 
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How Star earned her Hillwalking 

Adventure Skills Badge

a lodge challenge. Each lodge was 
given € 5 to spend in the shop and 
they had to buy and make a healthy 
lunch and snack. Our lodge came 
second with a menu of chicken wrap 
with peppers and onion with a dab 
of garlic mayo. We had just enough 
money to buy a cereal bar for a 
snack.  We didn’t buy a drink we 
used tap water in a reusable bottle. 
It was great fun and it was the first 
time Casper had gone to the shop 
without his mother. 
On the Saturday we got a dart to 
Bray and hiked up Bray Head. It was 
a lovely day and we really enjoyed 
our packed lunch. The hike lasted 
about three hours and near the 
top just after lunch we had a log 
chew about safety, and everyone 
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got a chance to play with the map and  
compass. 
The third week each lodge had to act 
out a little play. We were given a story. 
We had to put on a play to show how 
the buddy system worked. It was easy, 
in part 1 we pretended to go on a hike 
and during the hike , Spike stopped for 
a drink and everyone else kept going 
and we lost Spike ,  in part 2 before 
we started walking we paired up with 
a buddy and then walked, however 
this time when Spike stopped for a 
drink his buddy noticed and called on 
everyone to stop. Some of the other 
plays were good and I even learned 
about SOS signals. Near the end of the 
meeting after the game we had a log 
chew about the hike in Bray. One of the 
things that was decided was that Bray 
has the best chips in the World!!

The following Tuesday we had a 
treasure hunt around the town. We had 
to follow clues and find the treasure ( 
lollypops). While we were eating the 
lollypops we had a log chew, about 
safety in the Town and Safety in the 
Mountains. We had this log chew in the 
green at the beach. 



Roscrea ‘Beavers on 
the Hills’
The Tuesday Beaver Section of 6th 
Tipperary Roscrea recently took 
part in the National Event ‘Beavers 
on the Hills’. Showing the value of 
youth member driven programme 

The next week we went over the 
route for our big hike. We helped 
plan the route so that we could go to 
the top of a mountain. We also drew 
a map of the treasure hunt we did 
last week. We played a game with 
the compass. 

Last Sunday we had a hike, it was a 
long hike of about 10 kilometers. It 
took us about four hours and it was 
brill. We parked in Larch Hill and 
walked out the back, we did a loop 
of Kilmashogue, a long walk but you 
could see everything in Dublin. 

Tonight we emptied out memory 
bags and filled in our SPICES map. 
I earned four SPICES over the last 
six weeks. And we were presented 
with our Hillwalking badge , I can’t 
wait to start on Level 2. 

takes hikers right to Little Rock after 
approximately 3 kilometres. A short 
scramble up some rocks and they 
were on top of the peak by 11.30.

A beautiful sunny, clear day allowed 
for some spectacular views of 
Tipperary’s iconic Slievenamon 
the Silvermine, Commeragh, 
Knockmealdown and Galtee 
mountain ranges in the distance. 
Weather permitting it is also possible 
to see the Wicklow mountains to 
the East and Lough Derg to the 
North West. A half hour for lunch 
and it was off again. A hike along 
the forest path on the north side of 
the mountain allowed time for all 
involved to relax and appreciate 
their surroundings and the views 
offered up. It was then time to 
return to the starting point and head 
for home. A total distance of 9 ¼ 
kilometres was clocked up on the 
hike, which with lunch and rest stops 
taken into account took 4 hours to 
complete. Beavers, Leaders and 
Parents alike were able to take great 
pleasure in an excellent day out for 
all involved
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the decision to tackle climbing a 
mountain was taken on the request 
of one of the Beavers during a log 
chew who when asked what he 
would like to do in Beavers was 
very quick to say ‘climb a mountain’. 
The section quickly got to work on 
coming up with a plan to do so and 
on Sunday 27th May they took on 
the challenge of climbing the smaller 
of the two peaks of the Devil’s Bit 
mountain in North Tipperary, ‘Little 
Rock’. The name may be slightly 
deceptive because at a height of 
460 meters and a prominence of 
324 meters it was quiet a challenge 
for 6 to 8 year olds to accomplish.

The day began with the Beavers 
meeting at Roscrea Scout den at 
9am and they took the opportunity 
to ask their parents to participate 
in the hike, to give them a taste 
of what scouting was all about, 
with five hardy souls taking up the 
challenge.
On arrival at the car park in Barnane 
at the foot of the mountain there 
was a quick safety talk and then 
it was on with the hike at 10am. 
After an initial steep climb and ¾ 
of a kilometre later they arrived at 
Carden’s Folly at the start of the 
Devil’s Bit loop walk. From here 
they followed the loop walk which 



It would seem that most Cub Scouts were under canvas for the June weekend 

….. with Camp Carnival, Shipwrecked, JamOige and many, many Section and 

Group camps taking place!!

Hopefully the sun was shining were you were and that you had a brilliant time.

In May we held our first Cub Scout Overnight Expedition in the Slieve Blooms, 

Roscrea. Cub Scouts from five Cub Packs attended and COMPLETED the 

expedition – along with their Scouters! A huge thank you to all who helped 

make this weekend safe, fun and challenging.
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Welcome to the June edition of Cubs Corner

Cub Scouts from Rivervalley, 
Swords have sent in a log of 
their experience … a thoroughly 
enjoyable and entertaining read 
with plenty of photos as well. 
Kevin Murphy, the Team Lead for 
the Cub Scout Programme Team, 
also did a log of the weekend … 
also worth a read!

We hope that you tried out the 
Olympic Challenges … let us 
know if you held a Cub Pack 
Olympics.

Let’s hope that the sun comes out 
and we can enjoy the outdoors .
We have included some picnic 
ideas for you and your Cub Pack 
to try out.

Don’t forget about the Green 
Card Programme – you can find 
all the details at www.myscouts.ie 

Annette & The Cub Scout 
Programme Team 



easy to draw like fork, basket, table, 
cat, dog, grass, kite, soccer ball, 
beach ball, bicycle. 

Each Cub Scout has a turn at 
choosing from the bucket and 
drawing (without saying anything!!) 
until the others guess what it is!
Board Game Championship
Select a range of your favorite board 
games that don’t take too long to 
play and are fun. 
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Some Picnic Games for your Pack!

Picnic Charades
Before you head out to your picnic, 
ask your Cub Scout Leader to 
write up to 50 picnic related words 
on little pieces of paper. 
Use words and phrases like 
cookie, fork, napkin, table cloth, 
picnic basket, picnic table, games, 
volley ball, etc. Put the pieces of 
paper in a decorated tin can or 
bucket 

At your picnic, have each Cub 
Scout take a turn pulling a paper 
from the tin and miming the item. 
The others have to guess what it 
is! 

Picnic Pictionary
For this great game, you’ll need 
a large paper pad and several 
pencils.

 Like with charades, you will need 
to write up to 50 simple words on 
little pieces of paper.
 For this game, use words that are 

Choose between 3 and 5 board 
games and set them up side by 
side on two picnic tables. Each Cub 
Scout plays individually and is given 
only 10 minutes for each game.

 If the game doesn’t finish, the 
player who was closest to winning 
the game takes the title for that 
game. Be sure that each player 
plays each game at least once (time 
permitting).

The Run and Grab 
Challenge
Using a horse shoe set, place two 
stakes in the ground at least 60 feet 
apart. 

Place the horse shoes over the 
stakes and mark the 30 foot center 
between them. 

2 Cub Scouts stand back-to-back 
at the 30 foot mark and when the 
Scouter shouts “go” each Cub Scout 
must run in the direction that they 
are facing and grab the horseshoe! 
The Cub Scout who grabs their 
horseshoe and makes it back to 

their opponent’s stake, wins. 
Ye Ol’ Potato Sack Race
Plastic Sack, spoon and potato ….. 
you know the rest yourselves!

Types of picnics that you might like 
to try  …

• A “bring a pal” picnic 
• A Family picnic 
• A picnic in the old folks home 
• A picnic in your school 
• A “street” picnic 
• A “backwoods” cooking  
 picnic 
• An indoor picnic 
• Beach picnic 



Sean was delighted to discover that 
Mealla’s ABBA CD had failed to make 
it into the car having endured that 
particular torture once before.
We arrived a little later then we had 
planned, everyone else had their tents 
up including some impressive looking 
big base-camp tents.  Beside them our 
little mountain tents looked tiny; some 
of the other Cubs called them “midget 
tents”, but they went up very quickly.
At 8.15 the 2 Jacks went up to a sixers 
meeting where they were introduced 
to Kevin and Sean  – who will be 
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1st Cub Scout Overnight Expedition
- 171st Rivervalley Cub Pack
Friday

We were all really excited as we 
met outside the school and waited 
for Mealla and Brogan to collect us.   
Katelynn’s Mum, was really worried 
about her sleeping in a tent all on her 
own although Katelynn was adamant 
that it wasn’t going to be a problem 
at all, besides we had packed a 
second sleeping-bag, just in-case and 
planned to pitch her tent really close 
to lads.  Our other Mums just seemed 
delighted to be getting rid of us for the 
weekend!
ONLY 20minutes late, Mealla arrived 
in a tizzy and had forgotten her 
watch so Ra one of our other leaders 
handed hers over.   Then Brogan 
arrived, as he is the Venturer leader 
we didn’t really know him and his 
long hair made for a few interesting 
first impressions – although we soon 
discovered he was really nice.
We managed to cram everything 
into the two cars.  Brogan had Jack 
Kane in the front and Jack Malone in 
the back and as a result Jack “in-the 
back” was renamed. We pulled off full 
of excitement and nerves.

called Wildflower 1 and 2 from here on 
in  (We’ll explain that later!), Annette  
and Ken.  The maps of the route were 
passed around and a brief outline of the 
weekend was shared.
At 8.30 all the other Cubs came up to 
the centre and we had three bases.  
Our first base was planning a route card 
for the route we’d be following the next 
day with our own leader Brogan and 
John from the MPC team.  Base two 
was how to use an emergency shelter 
or KISU; as we already use these we 
finished this base really quickly so got to 
chat with Wildflower 1; by now we were 
wondering if there was anyone Mealla 
didn’t know.
The last base with Connor and 
Wildflower 2 showed us how to use 
a trangia, jetboil and other bits of kit 
which would make life easier when 
expeditioning. When Conor showed 
us his survival kit he took out a tiny 
compass which Sean called a ‘midget 
compass’ – Wildflower 2 said “argh 
leave the midgets alone” in a really silly 
accent which had us all cracking up.
At this stage we were tired so having 
been warned by our leaders how 
worried they’d be if we didn’t get 
enough sleep before the big hike we 
headed off to bed.   Snuggling down 
we had a “Waltons” moment saying 
our goodnights to one another before 

turning out the lamps and falling fast 
asleep only to be woken by the centre 
alarm going off at 2am!

Saturday

We were woken properly by the 
Portlaoise Cubs at 6.45 but stayed deep 
in our sleeping bags until 7.30.  It was 
overcast and damp – what a pity.   We 
got dressed and gathered together all 
our cooking and eating kit, heading off 
to the campfire shelter for breakfast.   
Opening our food bag we discovered 
our leader Paula had made us flapjacks 
and also thrown in a few unexpec
ted threats which weren’t on our 
shopping list.
Sausage sandwiches with hot chocolate 
were on the menu and all too soon it 
was time to grab our bags and head for 
the coach.



Setting off once again, with Paul in 
control, we rounded the corner to 
discover the Civil Defence had the kettle 
on no more than 500 metres from where 
we’d had lunch argh!! 
It was time to leave the track, so having 
put on the rainbottoms, Katelynn 
took the lead once again, heading up 
through the forest trail, at N343 042 we 
saw the yellow walking man sign pole 
but thought we could see a cross further 
up which we thought was the Stony 
Man we were heading for.   Eventually 
it became obvious that we were looking 
at some wood and needed to contour 
across some heathery ground or return 
the way we’d come.  We were about 
to discover what a Brogan “short-cut” 
involved as we upped and downed 

10

We arrived at Monicknew Carpark at 
9.40 and where to be Team 1, the first 
group to leave.  Brogan collected our 
walkie-talkie from the Civil Defence 
and we were off with Jack K taking the 
first shift in the lead.   We very nearly 
headed off along an old Slieve Bloom 
Way route, which would have been a 
really good start but were rescued by 
Wildflower 1. Heading up through the 
forestry tracks we were in such good 
spirits we even began to sing. 
At N316 034 it was Katelynns turn 
to take over the lead and having 
estimated our distance and timing 
headed off enthusiastically. Eventually 
Jack “in the back” would take his turn 
to lead followed by Sean. At N339 
032 the Civil Defence jeep passed us 
and stopped to check that we were 
OK.  By 11.30 we were beginning to 
get hungry, neither Mealla nor Brogan 
could understand it but we usually eat 
our lunches at little break in school; 
the decision was made to stop for 
lunch before we got really hungry.   
While we were eating the Wildflowers 
who were going ahead to set up a 
check-point on Stony man stopped for 
a chat, we even gave them some of 
our flapjacks and a chocolate finger 
or two.
Team 2 passed us but not without a 
bit of banter – but we gave as good as 
we got!! 

through the heather.   Jack K. was 
leading the way and we learnt that it 
wasn’t so easy to stay at the same level 
while contouring as we kept accidently 
climbing unless Brogan adjusted our 
direction.   Soon we could see the bright 
orange survival bag which had been 
hung at the Stony man, Jack K was 
the first cub on the expedition to climb 
up and touch it, although Mealla said 
we should have done that as a team.   
We stopped for a short while before 
heading across the boggy bit along the 
Ridge of Cappard, it was a mud bath 
especially for Jack”in the back” who 
landed bum first into one of the boggier 
bits – we couldn’t stop ourselves from 
laughing but realised Jack was upset 
so we fished him out, and soon he was 
giggling with the rest of us. 

The board walk stood out white against 
the brown mud ahead of us, surprisingly 
when we reached it a bit of a low 
came across the group – we’d enjoyed 
bouncing through the heather and 
squelching through the boggy bit a lot! 
Brogan declared it was time for a few 
fun photographs, which got us going 
again, heading down to the car park at 
grid ref.  It was time for the Jelly Babies 
to die…head first; feet first, they were 
massacred and followed by a bag of 
Jelly worms!

At last we were heading downwards 
towards the valley floor, following the 
river we came across the Wildflowers, 
once again, who had taken a short cut 
resulting in Wildflower 2 having a very 



Sunday

Having had an extra few hours of sleep 
Sean was first up, but the rest of us got 
a very rude awakening thanks to Jack 
K, in fairness though he was asleep 
himself and woke up to us all laughing.
We packed our tents and had breakfast 
before waving Brogan off on his trip 
back to Dublin.   At 9.30 our leaders 
Paula and Ra arrived to run a Leave 
no Trace course for all the participants.  
For one of the games the players all 
became a plant or animal, and our 
leader Ra ensured that the big male 
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mucky ass.  Following the Slieve 
Bloom way we found ourselves on an 
unexpected uphill which really broke 
our spirit, we discovered later that 
Coillte had adjusted the route only the 
previous week, stopping to let Brogan 
check the map for us, next thing a 
Civil Defence Jeep appeared at the 
top of the track and we found the 
energy to sprint up to it.   They pointed 
us in the right direction, back downhill 
thank goodness and 1km later we 
turned into the car park – never have 
we been so happy to see a car park in 
all our lives!!
When the other groups got in, it was 
back to the centre where noodles and 
hotdogs waited, Brogan made us the 
hot chocolate he’d promised, as we 
faced that final unexpected uphill, and 
it tasted soooo good.   We changed 
and soon headed over for our dinner 
before a review was done with all the 
Cubs.   Sean who does get tired was 
ready for bed, while the rest of us 
headed to a campfire and learnt lots 
of new songs.   It was time to break 
out the playing cards, we sat outside 
and played for the remaining bag of 
jellies until eventually one by one we 
headed for bed.

leaders became the Wildflower’s which 
had us all laughing.  We also learnt that 
it isn’t an Ant’s Life as they died in every 
scenario.

We finished the weekend with a Scouts 
own and a few thanks you’s, before 
posing for the photographic evidence of 
who’d been there.

We said our goodbyes and headed for 
Mc Donald’s in Portlaoise – Sean was 
so excited when he spotted the Golden 
Arches that he couldn’t get the words 
out resulting in yet more hysterical 
laughing.  We crowded in around a 
table and ate like we’d seen no food all 
weekend.  Soon we were on the final 
journey home, as we passed under the 
M50 toll barrier the toll-tag bleeped to 
welcome us back to Fingal.

 It turned out all our parents had all 
been watching out for updates of our 
adventures on facebook, as instructed 
by Dave Batt they had the emersions on 
for showers and were ready and waiting 
to welcome us home.
All that was left was to tell all our friends 
about the weekend ……and to write this 
log!
Thanks to all those that gave us the 
biggest adventure and best weekend 
ever!!

To see more pictures of the event you 
can check out this Link to Scouting 
Ireland’s Gallery

http://www.scouts.ie/photos/album/72157629838757350/cub_expedition_2012/


Ulster Way

The Ulster way is the longest 
way marked route in Ireland. 
It is 570 miles / 917 kms long. 
It would take an experienced 
walker perhaps 4 - 5 weeks to 
complete the full circuit. Most 
people opt to do sections of 
the Way.

• The Northern Ireland Tourist Board 59 North  
 Street, Belfast, BTI 1NB
• Countryside Information, Environment Service,  
 Countryside and Wildlife, Cavert House. 23  
 Castle Place, Belfast, BT I 1 FY.

The Way is broken into sections 
-North Eastern, North Western, 
South Western, Southern, and 
South Eastern. The best parts 
to do are the North Eastern and 
South Eastern  Sections as they 
are ideal for services along the 

way but if you are a bit 
hard core and 

want to try it all, go for it! 

Further Information
The Ulster way has been in 
existence for some time and 
unlike other long distance 
pathways in Ireland there is 
a lot of information and guide 

books available to explain 
in detail sections of 

the Way. Your first 
stop therefore 
has to be the 
Northern Ireland 
Tourist Office and 
the Countryside 
information 
section of the 
Environment 
Service. Some 
are free while 
others have 
a nominal 
charge.

For more 
information 

you can check 
ou http://www.
walkni.com/

ulsterway/ also try:

Western Way
The Western Way runs from the fjord of Killary, 
Leenan to the Ox Mountains in north Mayo. 
This route will take you through some of the 
most amazing scenery In Ireland. This route is 
considered to be one of the toughest of the long 
distance walks. Certainly there are sections where 
there are no traces of civilisation for many miles. 
It is advised that those attempting this be well 
prepared for tough conditions (across bogs) and 
changeable weather.

The Western Way
Total Distance 177km/110 miles
Leenan to Westport 45km / 27 miles
Westport to Newport 15km / 10 miles
Newport to Ballycastle 67km / 41 miles
Ballycastle to Killala16km / 10 miles
Killala to Ballina 15km / 10 miles

Travelling to the area
Access to the area is via Galway, Westport and 
Ballina. Trains and long distance buses terminate 
at Galway station. It is then possible to get a 
connecting bus to Leenan from Galway station. 
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There are 3 long distance footpaths 
In Kerry each way approx 100 miles 
in length. It will not be possible 
therefore to do the whole lot in one 
go. Each way follows a route around 
each peninsula that makes up the 
county of Kerry. The countryside 
is particularly beautiful In this part 
of the country and of all the walks 
offers the greatest opportunity 
to experience the raw beauty of 
Ireland.

Kerry Way

It is also possible to got a bus from 
Westport (summer only) but it tend 
to go all over the place before you 
arrive at Leenan. It is therefore 
suggested that you travel via 
Galway or alternatively do the routes 
in reverse from Ballina to Leenan.
The official route terminates in 
Tobercurry in North Mayo. We 
suggest however that you terminate 
your route in Ballina as it offers 
better opportunity for transport out 
of the area or into the area as the 
case maybe. Buses are infrequent 
and it is advisable to check with 
Bus Eireann for times and details. 
A number of private bus companies 
operate services from Dublin, 
Cork, and Galway at budget prices. 
Details available from tourist offices
.
Food
Food is one of the biggest difficulties 
ion this route. Therefore only 
major centre of population such 
as Westport, Newport, Killala, 
Ballycastle, Ballina should be 
considered as food replenishment 
locations. It is possible to drop 
off the routs to such places as 
Louisborough and Bangor Erris. 

However, this will mean travelling 
there and back which can be some 
distance. 

For more information check out http://
www.irishtrails.ie/Trail/Western-Way--
Mayo-/38/ or check out:

• The Western Way Booklet is   
 produced by Mayo County Council  
 for a small charge
• Bus Eireann and Irish Rail can   
 advise on train and bus routes and  
 times.
• Tourist Offices in Galway    
 and Westport can advise of local   
 attractions and details of hostels.

It is possible to cover the same 
area and nearly the same routes 
by bicycle along ring roads of the 
peninsulas.

It Is also possible to cover parts 
of the route by pack ponies ( the 
ponies carrying the gear ). This 
might be an Interesting diversion 
on part of the route. Details are 
available from local tourist offices 
re agents , costs etc.
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This is possibly the most famous of 
the routes in Ireland. At a distance of 
just 100km it is a perfect walk to try 
your hand at in a week. 
Normally, you start on the way at 
Marlay Park and travel South but the 
opposite direction is just as feasible 
and starts at Clonegal, Co. Carlow.
It is a richly varied route, with the 
more dramatic scenery of mountains 
and lakes at the northern end, 
where although there is a strong 
sense of remoteness and few 
habitations, one is never very far 
from a public road. Among the 
dramatically scenic places taken 
in by the route as it wends its 
way through the mountains is the 
ancient and beautiful monastic site 
of Glendalough, where many will 
want to linger. Although the southern 
part of the route is less scenically 
impressive, the climbs are gentler as 
it wends its way along forestry roads 
through a landscape of conifer-
covered foothills. Terrain consists of 
forestry tracks, quiet roads, boreens 
and mountain paths through open 
moorland. Some sections can be 
wet and muddy. While there is some 

Wicklow way

overnight accommodation available 
along the route, most options are 
off-route, so careful planning may 
be necessary. The total ascent over 
the entire route is about 2820 m, 
but apart from some short steep 
sections, there are no significant 
climbs.

For more information check out 
http://www.wicklowway.com also 
check out:

• The Wicklow Way Map Guide -  
 available from EastWest Mapping
• Wicklow Way Map Guide - OSI.  
 available from Wicklow County  
 Tourism.
• The Wicklow Way - Rucksack  
 Readers 
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The 3 ways In Kerry are The 
Beara Way from Glengarriff to 
Kenmare. The Dingle Way from 
Trales to Dunquin and back 
to Tralee and the Kerry Way 
from to Kenmare following old 
droving paths and coach roads 
to complete a different Ring of 
Kerry from that normally seen by 
tourists.

Travelling to area
This area of the country is 
well provided for by way of 
transportation. Tralee and 
Killarney are serviced by train 
and bus services. Other towns 
and villages are serve by bus 
only. Irish Rail and Bus Eireann 
can provide details of times and 
services. On the Beara Way there 
is a cable car service to Dursey 
Island and a regular ferry service 
to Bere Island

Travel Distances
The Kerry Ways are particularly 
long and the suggested breakup 
of the Way given overleaf is only 
a guideline. It is possible to do 
only portions of any of the Ways 
as all of the Ways have may 

points from which you can join 
or leave the route. In doing any 
Way or route it is important not to 
overstretch the capabilities of the 
Group or the individuals doing the 
route. Kerry offers the traveller an 
enormous array of places to visit 
and see and in doing any route 
the important factor is to get the 
mix right and at the same time 
contain the challenge of the route.

For more information check out 
http://www.kerryway.com also 
check out:
Irish Long Distance Walks by 
Michael Fewer
The Beara Way Strip Map 
available from Cork Kerry Tourism
Cork/ Kerry tourist offices in 
Killarney and Cork



National Management 
Committee Bulletin

In agreement with the Communication Commissioner 

Jimmy Cunningham and in partnership with National Office 

Administration Manager Noel O’Connor I shall be including 

a  “The National Secretary say’s”  section in the Inside Out 

magazine in  up coming editions.   

This will be in keeping with my undertaking on being elected 

National Secretary of informing  the  Association and it’s 

Membership on  the administration and governance of Scouting 

Ireland.
the Inside Out magazine will 
be based on information and 
updates occurring between 
each issue of the Inside Out 
magazine regarding;

1. New Adult Membership 
Appointments and Newly 
established Scout Groups
2. National Management 
Committee outcomes
3. Upcoming National Council
4. The Heritage Group
5. Founder’s Day
6. Tasks and Projects being 
undertaken 
7. Focus Group observations 
and comments received
8. National Secretary’s Memo 
and  New Website inclusions 
9. A Leading Article and 
Emerging Trends

At the outset let me inform you 
that the following are my contact 
details;

National Office 01/4956300
natsecretary@scouts.ie 
(General)
sfarrell@scouts.ie 
(Confidential)

(Contactable in person at 
National Office)
Most Tuesdays
2.00 pm until 6.00pm
Most Thursdays  
7.00 pm until  9.00pm

The content of the “The National 
Secretary Say’s”  section in 

A meeting of the National 
Management Committee 
took place on Saturday 12th 
& Sunday 13th May 2012 
in the Marine Hotel, Sutton 
chaired by the Chief Scout, 
Michael John Shinnick.
The Chief Scout 
congratulated the new 

appointees welcomed all new members of the 
NMC to their first meeting

Standing Orders
The National Secretary will be fully reviewing 
the standing orders for the National 
Management Committee.  The revisions will 
be presented to the September meeting of 
the NMC.

Induction for New NMC Members
All members of the NMC underwent induction 
and refresher training.  Workshops were 
facilitated on the following topics:

15

National Secretary Says

The information will be kept accurate and 
concise and is intended to equip you the 
members of the day to day  happenings 
within Scouting  Ireland.

Regards,
Sean Farrell.
30th May 2012.

Corporate Responsibilities
Scout Promise and Law, Team Work



NMC complimented the work and 
reqested further updates at future 
NMC meetings.

Training Commissioner

Mary Fricker 
was appointed 
as Training 
Commissioner.

Reports

The Following Reports were 
received from the NMC.  
• NTPIC
• NYPC
• NARC
• NSRAP
• International 
• Communications
• Provincial Commissioners  
 (PMSG)
• CEO/Operations 

Branding  

The NMC approved the;

• Emblem Guide
• Logo Guide

The NMC will discuss a ‘high level’ 
policy in relation to branding at the 
June meeting. 

All branding information will be 
available on a new ‘Identity Zone’ 
on my.scouts.ie.  All Scouting 
Ireland branding information will 
be stored in this section when 
launched.

The 
Gathering

NMC Sub-Committees
The Following Subcommittees 
were reappointed with the following 
membership and same terms of 
reference as previous;

Child Protection Management 
Team

 

• Brendan McNicholas

JamÓige 2012

• Niall Kenny

Jamboree 2013 

• Niall Kenny
• John Reid
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The NMC reviewed a presentation 
on ‘The Gathering 2013’

The NMC noted the formal launch 
on ‘The Gathering 2013’ that took 
place on 11th May 2012 and the 
positive media coverage Scouting 
Ireland achieved because of this.  

The NMC Agreed to discuss this as 
part of the June NMC meeting and 
in the mean time, members of the 
NMC should discuss possibilities 
with their scouting colleagues and 
gather ideas that the NMC can 
consider in June 2012.

Website Updates 

The NMC reviewed a presentation 
from the Communications Team 
on work that has been completed 
or is ongoing with the Scouting 
Ireland online presence.  The 

see full report 
elsewhere

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/39A%2010%20Child%20Protection%20Management%20Team%20-%20ToR.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/79%2011%20Jam%C3%93ige%202013%20Sub%20Committee%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/SID%2062%2010%20Jamboree%202013%20Sub%20Committee%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf


National Spiritual & Religious 
Advisory Panel

•   Gillian Wharton – Church of  
    Ireland
•   Mary Hunter – Presbretyrian
•   Pat O’Sullivan – Society of  
    Friends
•   Methodist – No representation
•   Muslim – No representation

Memorandum of 
Understanding

•   Mountain Ireland – Glenn   
    Webster
•   Gaisce – Cathal Healy
•   Duke of Edinburough – Clare  
    McAroe

Recharge (Larch 
Hill Reunion) 
Coordinator

•   John Reid

Provincial Management 
Support Group (PMSG)

The NMC were unable to appoint 
the PMSG as no terms of reference 
exist for this group.  It was resolved 

World Scout Jamboree 2015 
 

• Ollie Kehoe
• Clare McAroe

Roverway 2012/World Scout 
Moot 2013 

• Cathal Healy
• Clare McAroe

Maryville 

• Ollie Kehoe
• Glenn Webster

that the Provincial Commissioners 
(South East & North East) would 
work to produce a draft Terms of 
Reference for the June meeting of 
the NMC and it will be discussed 
then. 

Adult Awards 

The Adult 
Awards review 
documentation 
was presented 
to the NMC.

The NMC noted it had seen this 
information before and it was 
broadly accepted.  The National 
Secretary was asked to make draft 
changes to any SIDs required and 
revert to NMC in June or at earliest 
opportunity.

The following people were 
appointed to the Awards Committee;

• Jim Holmes
• Mary Hogg
• Don Trotter
• Jo Coy
Mary O’Regan will be the non-voting 
secretary
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Campsites & Facilities Team 

• No Nominations

International Team  

Communications Team  

Crisis Management Team  
 

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/88A%2012%20World%20Scout%20Jamboree%202015%20-%20Sub%20Committee%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/80%2011%20WSM%20and%20Roverway%20Sub%20Committee%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/90%2012%20Maryville%20Sub%20Committee%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/SID%2074%2011%20Campsites%20and%20Facilities%20Team%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/89%2012%20International%20Team%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/81%2011%20Commuinications%20Team%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/20%2011B%20Crisis%20Management%20Team%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf


The next transformation workshop 
is scheduled for 23rd June and will 
include;

•   NMC
•   Members who hold National     
    Appointments under Rule 21
•   Professional Staff –  
    Management Team

Camp Chief 
- Lough Dan

The NMC discussed the process of 
appointing a Camp Chief.  The NMC 
decided not to appoint a Camp Chief 
for Lough Dan in order to ensure 
that a proper process has been 
put in place for the recruitment of a 
Camp Chief.

The following will now happen for 
Lough Dan:

•   Re-advertise the position  
of Camp Chief in Lough Dan, 
seeking nominations from A Scout 

Equality & Diversity Policy
The work of the individuals on the 
team that produced the Equality 
and Diversity policy was noted 
and the group as thanked for its 
work by the NMC.  The National 
Secretary will seek further advice 
on this policy and revert to the 
NMC. 

Provincial Adult Resources 
Representative

The proposed revisions to SID 
49/06: Provincial Adult Resources 
Representative were noted and 
approved.

Reporting Procedures (Child 
Protection)

Group Council, A Scout County 
Management Committee or 
a member of the National 
Management Committee
•   The nominated individual/s will be 
interviewed by three members of the 
Campsites and Facilities Team. 
•   The successful candidate will be 
nominated to the NMC in June for 
appointment.
Going forward this will be the 
process for recruiting Camp Chiefs 
for National Campsites. 
National Council 2012

The NMC were informed that the 
National Secretary had received a 
number of submissions in relation 
to the National Council 2012 review.  
He has met with various individuals 
and will have a report including a 
layout of National Council 2013 for 
the September meeting of the NMC. 

National Council 2013

The NMC approved the venue 
selected for National Council 2013.  
National Council 2013 will be held in 
the Radisson Hotel, Rosses Point, 
Sligo.  National Council 2013 will 
take place on the weekend of the 
19th – 21st April 2013.
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The proposed revisions to SID 
40/05: Reporting Procedures were 
noted and approved.

Code of Good Practice

The proposed revisions to SID 
39/05: Code of Good Practice 
were noted and approved.  These 
updates will be uploaded to 
my.scouts.ie in due course.

Transformation Process

Mat Kavanagh presented 
the findings from the first 
transformation workshop to the 
NMC.  The NMC thanked Matt for 
the work to date and noted the 
findings and that the day was a 
positive step for Scouting Ireland.

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/49_06%20Role%20of%20Provincial%20Adult%20Resources%20Rep.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/40%2005-Reporting%20Procedures.pdf


Malahide Celebrating – Launch Day 2012

the NMC noted a briefing paper 
and appointed the following three 
members to represent the NMC 
at the meeting with the Trust 
Companies;

•   Jimmy Cunningham
•   Dave Kenneally
•   Ian Davy

The Chief Scout will chair the 
committee and the CEO will be an 
ex-officio member.

Irish Scouting Foundation

It was noted that work is 
progressing with the setting up 
of the Irish Scouting Foundation.  
This foundation will be able to take 
charitable donations bequests etc. 
on behalf of Scouting Ireland.

Campsite Designations

The following campsites were 
designated as County Campsites 
as will report to the relevant 
County Management Committee;

•   Curraghchase - Limerick 
Scout         County
•   Fota – Cois Laoi Chorcai        
    Scout County
•   Dundrum – North Tipperary  
    Scout County

Meeting with Trust 
Companies 

Following on from proposals 
withdrawn at National Council 
regarding the relationship 
between Scouting Ireland and 
the property holding companies, 

Sea Scouts have a special care of duty 
to their crews and their own safety 
when preparing to go afloat. The past 
Winter has been spent by the scouts 
watch’s stripping down old flaked paint, 
sanding, inspecting last season’s 
damage and making ready with repairs 
for the coming season. At last Launch 
Day arrives, everybody excited as they 
see their smartly turned out boats slip 
into the water for another’s seasons 
boating.
The large gathering of Beaver Scouts, 
Cub Scouts, Scouts, Leaders, Parents 
and Friends on the Sea Wall, Malahide 
looked on while the formal part of the 
launch took place. Blessing of the 
boats was given by our parish clergy 
Rev.Dr.Gamble, Father Kenneally.
Our guest Scouting Ireland’s Chief 
Scout Michael John Shinnick on arrival 
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by boat is piped ashore and greeted 
by Kevin Rowan. Chief Scout thanked 
all present and confirmed the highest 
scouting award to Skipper Stephanie 
McCann the Order of Cu Chulainn. 
Stephanie has been Scouting in North 
Dublin for 35 years. Group Leader 
Robert McKernan expressed his 
thanks to all those who have helped 
and worked tirelessly for Sea Scouting 
in Malahide. A token of the groups 
appreciation were awarded to Senator 
Daragh O’Brien and Councillor Eoin 
O’Brien.
All afloat gave demonstration of their 
skills on the water. The afternoon 
events continued with a real seaside 
barbecue for all and later into the 
evening a nights entertainment in 
Malahide Yacht Club. 

http://www.scouts.ie/photos/album/72157629999545826/malahide_boat_launch_2012/


The Gathering

A global Irish “homecoming” which has been billed as the biggest tourism 

initiative ever staged in Ireland was officially launched In Dublin Castle on 

Friday 11th May

“The Gathering Ireland 2013” will be a year-long event in 2013 and the 

Government is anticipating it will attract as many as 325,000 extra visitors 

into Ireland.

Such a spike in visitor numbers would add another €220 million to the Irish 

economy.

and the CEO along with Ciara Scully 
from “The Gathering Ireland 2013” 
initiative to make Scouting Ireland a 
key Partner with this event.
An Taoiseach Enda Kenny along 
with the Tánaiste, Eamonn Gilmore  
officially Launch this initiative in St 
Patricks Hall, Dublin Castle .
Also speaking on the day was 
Minister for Transport, Tourism 
&Sport, Leo Varadkar along with 
Minister for state, Michael Ring.
Sitting on the panel  on the day was
Terence O’Rourke, KMPG
Paul Keating, US PRO, Comhaltas
Adrian Gallagher, Gallagher Clan 
Gathering

Mary Fitzgerald, Vienna Woods
Scouting Ireland will be represented 
on the panel by John Lawlor CEO.
Each member of the panel  got 
a chance to introduce their 
organisation for about 4 minutes to 
the assembled audience and the 
national media.

Over the last few months the 
Communications Commissioner has 
been in discussions with the team 
organising the National Initiative 
“The Gathering Ireland 2013”.

The “Gathering Ireland 2013” is 
a yearlong event. It’s main aim is 
about asking anyone who has Irish 
blood, a link to Ireland, or even just 
a love of our country – to join us for 
events throughout 2013.

A meeting was held with the 
Communications Commissioner, 
the new International Commissioner 

The key partners with the “The 
Gathering Ireland 2013” are
Aer Lingus
GAA
Google
Irish Hotels Federation
Scouting Ireland
Comhaltas
Irish Farmers Association
County and City Managers 
Association
Football Association of Ireland

This is a great opportunity for 
Scouting Ireland to sit side by side 
with the leadership of the Country 
and present itself as an organisation 
willing to roll up its sleeves and play 
it’s part in helping the country re 
build it’s economy.
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Castle Saunderson

Castle Saunderson International Scout Centre is holding an open meeting 

for Scouters, Rovers and Ventures on 24th June 2012 in Butlersbridge, 

Cavan. 

And you’re invited!

We’re looking to build a team of volunteers to help make Castle 

Saunderson one of the best Scouting Centres in Europe. Whether you 

can volunteer lots or a little, we need your expertise. This is a fantastic 

The meeting will take place from 
2pm until 5pm in the Community 
Hall in Butlersbridge, County Cavan. 
(At round about in village, across 
from Con Smiths Pub).

If you’re able to attend the meeting 
please RSVP to the email below, 
we have a small survey for you to 
complete, and directions to the hall 
will be sent. If you can’t attend the 
meeting but are still interested in 
helping out drop us an email and 
we’ll be in touch.

opportunity to get in at the very 
beginning and help us create the 
history of the future.

At the meeting we will run 
several sessions covering areas 
like:

•   Code of Conduct for        
     volunteers & visitors
•   The magic spark – what’s it  
     going to be?
•   Your vision for Castle    
     Saunderson
•   Roles to be filled

For Castle Saunderson to provide 
a quality experience for our young 
people and adults alike we need 
a lot of help to kick start this 
experience.  We know that everyone 
has something to offer be it big or 
small to help make this a rewarding 
experience for all.  

Email RSVP’s to: fgethins@scouts.
ie or call 086-0449354
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Left to right; Fr David Kenneally (National Chaplain)-Mrs Moipone Phamotse 
( Director of Esther Qoqolosing Lesotho (Esqle))-Mary Eastwood (BNI)-Christy 
McCann (International Commissioner)-Steven Cull (Project team) Kate Cowan 
(Provincial International rep)-Karl Quinn (Project team)

Lesotho Group Meeting Reykjavík Peace Þing

The Icelandic Boy and Girl Scout 
Association invites Scouts and 
Guides from your association to 
participate in our international 
Reykjavík Peace Þing*. It will take 
place in Iceland October 12th – 14th 
2012. 

The Icelandic Scouts celebrate the 
Centenary of Scouting in Iceland this 
year. Many events are scheduled 
throughout the year to celebrate the 
Centenary and the Peace Þing is 
one of the major events. The goal 
of the Peace Þing is to encourage 
individuals to actively participate in 
creating peace. We want to show 
actively how the Scout Method can 
be used to create peace. 
With the Peace Þing, we want 
to promote people’s ideas about 
peace. The 25 lectures on offer 
focus on the idea of peace in 
its most diverse form, as well 
as 5 workshops that will show 
participants how to include peace in 
their lives. 

The Peace Þing is open to all who 
would like to contribute to creating 
peace and prosperity in the world. 
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International News

A meet and greet meeting to further Scouting Irelands International 
involvement in future overseas projects.Our chief guest was the Wife to the 
Ambassador of Lesotho and Director of Action Aid Mrs Moipone Phamotse 
and Mary Eastwood Deputy Director of BNI(Business Network International) 

A wide discussion of our aspirations and the needs of Scouting in Lesotho.
Darragh O Brian (Project facilitator and team lead)stated that this was a 
huge step closer to identify a partner country and a direct link to groups 
and schools on the ground that have varying needs depending on their 
geographical locations.The team will now review the meeting and map out 
their plans going forward,

The main focus is to join together 
people from all over the world that 
are working with peace, thinking 
about peace or want to inspire 
and get inspired by peace whether 
Scouts, Guides, teachers, educators 
or other peace-minded individuals. 
More details about Reykjavík 
Peace Þing are available on our 
website and Facebook page, www.
peacething.is & www.facebook.com/
peacething

Scouting Ireland Contact 
International@scouts.ie



Reduced Group Size Discount 

agreed with Irish Rail

Major Scout Conference to take place in Sligo...

Recently an agreement has been reached with Irish Rail to have the size 

of Scout groups reduced to between 6 and 8 (to coincide with the standard 

Patrol Size)to achieve discounted group rates, it was previously their 

stance that 10 would be the min number to constitute a group.  This will 

now make it possible for any Scout group numbering anywhere between 6 

and 8 to avail of Irish RaiI’s Group discounted scheme which includes the 

dart Network. This will now leave it more cost effective for patrol, or small 

The National Management 
Committee of Scouting Ireland has 
recently taking the decision to hold 
its National Conference in Sligo in 
2013. Scouting Ireland has chosen 
the Radisson Blue hotel and Spa 
on Rosses Point just outside Sligo 
to be their host venue. Over 500 
delegates will descend on the 
picturesque area town over the 
weekend of Friday 12th to Sunday 
14th April.  Delegates will travel 
from all 32 counties on the Island 
of Ireland. The event this year is 
been organised by the Western 
Province of Scouting Ireland. 
Scouting Ireland Conference’s differ 
from other National Conferences 
because it is attended by both Adult 
and Youth Members who jointly 
debate and vote on motions put 
forward from the 480 Scout Groups 
that are dispersed throughout the 
Country. Scouting is one of the 
only organisations that encourage 
and promote Adult and Youth 
involvement.

Commenting on the Conference, 
Chief Scout of Scouting Ireland, 

group activities, weekend camps 
etc to use Irish rail as their means of 
transport to and from activities.  
Discussions on this have been 
taken place with the new Events 
Commissioner Mark Blake and the 
Commercial Director of Irish Rail 
and this deal is very welcome.
Scouting Ireland would like to thank 
Irish rail for their continued support 
of Scouting In Ireland and we would 
urge all Scout Groups to think 
of using Irish rail as their form of 
transport to and from events when 
possible.

Michael John Shinnick, said 
‘Scouting Ireland is the fastest 
growing Youth Organisation in 
the Country. Scouting Ireland has 
evolved over time and has outlived 
its traditional image to become 
a modern organization creating 
‘tomorrow’s citizens’. Scouting 
Ireland now has 480 Scout Groups, 
based in every County on the Island 
of Ireland and is opening on average 
about 20 new groups each year. 
Scouting Ireland’s Membership 
was 32,283 in 2004 and today it is 
standing at 42,668 an increase of 
some 32.1%. 
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This promotion is ongoing and has 
no start or finish date. 



Scouting Ireland Appoint New 

Training Commissioner
Scouts among first to Welcome Torch 
to Ireland

Scouting Ireland recently appointed Mary Fricker as it’s new Training 

Commissioner at a recent meeting of the National Management 

Committee. 

Mary is long-time scouter within Scouting Ireland. She is a Scouter with the 

5th Kildare (Athy) Scout Group. Mary was also the provincial training co-

ordinator for the South East Province prior to taking up this position.

We wish Mary the very best of luck in her new role and it taking up the 

challenge of leading Scouting Ireland’s trainers throughout the country.

Scouts from the Fingal County Council Area were among the first to 
welcome the Olympic Torch to Dublin as it arrived at the headquarters of the 
Olympic Council of Ireland In Howth.

Over one hundred Scouts from Ath 
Cliath 15, Fingal and Reachra Scout 
Counties lined the Sea Front in 
Howth as the Torch made its Debut 
in Howth. The Scouts had Olympic 
flags supplied by Fingal Co Council.
After an address from the President 
It then left Howth under heavy 
Garda escort to go to Croke Park to 
continue its tour of Dublin
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Heighten your Sense

    Heighten your Senses

MOROCCO 2013

Opportunity to climb in the Haut Atlas, including an attempt on the summit 

of Jebel Toubkal (4,187m), the highest peak in North Africa.

Sample the sights, smells and sounds of Marrakesh, long steeped in the 

lore of travellers as a meeting place of tribes, cultures and traditions.

This is an opportunity to join with fellow Rover Scouts and Scouters as you 

experience mountaineering in the Haut Atlas and relax in Marrakesh.

The proposed expedition will take 
place in early 2013
  
Places are limited, if interested 
please make your application by 
email to: adskills.hillwalking@
scouts.ie

The closing date for applications is 
15th July 2012, with a finalisation of 
participants by September 2012    

This expedition can and will allow 
you to build on your own existing 
hill walking/mountaineering skills, 
increasing your knowledge and 
experience of mountains, especially 
that of winter mountaineering and of 
summits over 4,000m. 

Information on a recce trip in this 
region by Scouters can be found 
in “Inside Out” (May 2012 edition): 
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/
News/Issue28_finished.pdf
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Rail Explorer Developed with 

Scouting Ireland

Minister of State with Special Responsibility for Public and commuter 

Transport Alan Kelly TD was joined in Heuston Station today by Sinéad 

Flannagan and Shane Culleton from the 6th Tipperary Scout Troop to 

launch Iarnród Éireann’s new and Exciting Interactive Web based, Rail 

Explorer.

Rail explorer is an exciting web based interactive tool to engage young 

people- and the young at heart-in discovering more about trains and the 

national railway system. use Rail Explorer in their ONE 
Programme under their special 
interest badge area.

For more information on this 
Contact communications@scouts.ie

The tool explores all aspects of 
rail travel – its history, moving 
people, how the railway works 
and the experience of rail travel 
and combines knowledge based 
interaction exploration with fun, 
practical exercises, games and 
activities that can be undertaken 
either at home or at school.

The resource has been 
developed in partnership with 
Scouting Ireland, who have 
unrivalled expertise in working 
with and producing education 
material for young people. 
Scouting Ireland will also 
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charge e.g. three hours sailing for 
€10 and kayaking for €2. 
•   Scout land activities will cover a 
minimum period of two days with a 
further day for Scout water activities.
•   Camping will be available locally 
but MUST be booked in advance 
and spaces are limited.  
•   Booking forms are available 
at www.galwaycountyscouts.ie.  
Closing date 08 June 2012.
•   Pre booking is advisable. Groups 
should contact Noel Leahy at 
nlscoutscc@gmail.com  for further 
information.
•   Booking fee for camping of €50 
per group is required.
Come for a day, come for the week, 
there will be a fantastic range of 
activities to give scout and scouters’ 
a fun and enjoyable experience. 

Galway County Scouts are delighted 
to be invited to participate in this year’s 
Volvo Ocean Race which commences 
on the 30th June and runs up until the 
8th July 2012.  
We will be running a full and active 
programme during this nine-day 
period and we would welcome any 
Groups either locally, nationally or 
internationally who would like to come 
and visit us during this great event. 
•   Our programme will incorporate 
all elements of the Scouts Spices 
programme.
•   The programme is both land 
and water based; a sample of our 
programme will include pioneering, 
team events, environmental 
programme, Volvo Scout Challenge 
and medieval city hike, sailing, rowing, 
kayaking, raft building, canoeing, yacht 
trips and much more.   
•   In association with the Claddagh 
boat men, there will be trips on Galway 
Bay on traditional Galway Hookers. 
•   Events are open to all Sections i.e. 
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Ventures and 
Rovers.
•   All scout programmes will be free.  
•   The water programme by other 
organisations will be at a minimum 

This month’s edition of Scouting 
Ireland’s Podcast goes flying. It 
covers Air Scouting and travels to 
Shannon to check out Atlantic Air 
Venture a company that is helping 
to deliver the Air element of the 
Adventure skills. Check out how 
Jack gets on at having a go with a 
flight simulator.

Also this month has an interview 
with Archie Raeside about the book 
he wrote “This Scouting Life” which 
covers his scouting life including 
his memories of Air scouting back 
through the years.

Lastly this month the team 
attended the launch of Operation 
Tent the Nation a venture to pitch 
a tent in each of the 26 counties in 
24hrs.
So check it out and if you have 
an event that you would like the 
team to cover then contact us at 
communications@scouts.ie

The podcasts are now available for 
download on iTunes.
This month’s show can be 
downloaded below

http://itunes.apple.com/ie/podcast/
the-scouting-ireland-podcast/
id520598229

Volvo Ocean Race Scout Programme Sli Na 
Mara (The Way of the Sea)

May Edition of Scouting 
Ireland Podcast 
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Scouting Ireland takes part in 

Darkness into Light Walks
and loved ones as a result. Roscrea 
is no exception and, indeed, the 
town has seen more than its fair 
share of heartbreak in recent years, 
prompting a local committee to work 
towards the establishment of an 
Outreach Centre of Pieta House, the 
suicide and self-harm crisis centre, 
in the town. 
The support for this committee’s 
endeavours has been unfailing and 
this was clearly evident on Saturday 
morning last as almost 400 people, 
not only from Roscrea but from 
across North Tipperary and Offaly, 
came together to symbolically walk 
from Darkness into Light, raising 
a total of €10,000 for Pieta House 
through their combined efforts.
Roscrea was one of 14 centres 
around the country to host a Walk 
on Saturday last, with 15,000 
nationwide starting out at 4a.m. to 
walk 5km and greet the dawn, which 
symbolises the work that Pieta 
House does on a daily basis to bring 
people from the darkness of despair 
into the light of hope. Pieta House is 
a place that offers support to people 
who may be contemplating suicide 
or self-harming, as well as providing 
solace to those who have lost loved 
ones to suicide. There has been 
a significant rise in the numbers 

Darkness into light took place 
in 14 venues nationwide, the 
largest was the Dublin event 
which took place in the Phoenix 
Park with approx. 4,000 
participants
Below is a report from one of the 
centres that took part.

Almost 400 Walk From Darkness 
Into Light In Roscrea And Raise 
10,000 Euro
There is not a city, town or 
village that has not witnessed the 
tragedy of suicide or seen the 
devastation caused to families 

seeking help from Pieta House in 
recent years, with a 93% increase in 
the under 18 age group in 2011 and 
an 86% increase in the 26-44 age 
group.
Organisers of the walk in Roscrea 
had hoped for 250 participants but, 
in true Roscrea style, this was far 
exceeded as nearly 400 people put 
on the yellow t-shirt and set off on a 
5km circular walk from the Scouts 
Hall, Abbey Street at a little after 
4a.m. to commemorate those lost 
to suicide and to fundraise for Pieta 
House.
A spokesman for the organisers 
says that the Scouts Hall was 
busy from 3a.m. registering 
walkers, handing out t-shirts and 
high-visibility jackets as well as 
much needed tea and coffee. The 
welcome back at the Scouts Hall 
was fantastic with a breakfast to 
suit everybody’s taste, all of which 
was donated by local businesses 
and organised and prepared 
efficiently by the Scouts. The Scouts 
organisational skills and enthusiasm 
contributed greatly to the success 
of the dawn event in ways too 
numerous to list, but Francis 
Minogue and his army of willing 
helpers deserve a big thanks.
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Scouting Ireland took part recently to  with Pieta House in their Darkness 

into Light 5K walk / run events around the country. Pieta House provides 

free counselling services for those who are self-harming or suicidal and 

those who are concerned about a loved one. Scouting Ireland has referred 

a number of our members for their help and the results have been very 

reassuring.

Darkness into Light was held this year on Saturday May with the 5 K walk/

run starting at 4.30 am and finish as dawn was breaking about 5.45am.



Operation Tent-the-Nation

7 Scouts from the 5th Kildare (Athy) Scout Group are about to take on 

the challenge of, Operation Tent-the-Nation, Code Name: 1-24-26. This 

challenge involves 7 Scouters driving to each of the 26 counties in the 

Republic of Ireland and pitching a tent in each of the 26 counties in 24 

hours. From this challenge, they hope to raise enough money, not only to 

buy an AED their Scout Den, but they hope to be able to purchase one 

for a Scout group in each of the 32 counties in the Republic of Ireland. To 

achieve this, they need all the support and publicity they can get.

The date of the challenge will 
be the 17th and 18th of August.
They will start in Rossnowlagh 
in Co. Donegal at the Sands 
Hotel at 7pm and it will finish 
in their home town, Athy in Co. 
Kildare the following evening 
at, approximately, 7pm. If you 
can help us in any way, please 
contact us at tentthenation@
gmail.com.

 County  Town           Start Time      Finish Time

1 Donegal Rossnowlagh   19:00  19:17
2 Leitrim  Tullaghan   19:42  19:59
3 Sligo  Sligo    20:28  20:45
4 Mayo  Ballyhaunis   21:47  22:04
5 Roscommon Cloonfad   22:14  22:31
6 Galway Tuam    22:51  23:08
7 Clare  Shannon   0:25  0:42
8 Limerick Adare    1:13  1:30
9 Kerry  Abbeyfeale   2:07  2:24
10 Cork  Mitchelstown   3:51  4:08
11 Tipperary Kilcappagh   4:40  4:57
12 Waterford Kilgainey   5:20  5:37
13 Kilkenny  Mooncoin   6:09  6:26
14 Wexford New Ross   6:53  7:10
15 Carlow  St. Mullins   7:27  7:44
16 Wicklow Newtownmountkennedy 9:22  9:39
17 Dublin   Larch Hill   10:09  11:00
18 Meath   Gormanstown   11:50  12:07
19 Louth  Ardee    12:39  12:56
20 Monaghan Carrickmacross  13:14  13:31
21 Cavan  Virginia   14:14  14:31
22 Longford Granard   15:08  15:25
23 Westmeath Rathowen   15:43  16:00
24 Offaly  Kilcappagh   17:11  17:28
25 Laois  Portarlington   17:36  17:53
26 Kildare  Athy    18:27  18:44
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Sea Scout Centenary Celebrations 

come to the South East

Last weekend saw a gathering of sea scouts from 1st Wexford (New 

Ross), 2nd Port Wexford (Wexford) and 4th Wicklow (Wicklow) groups 

in Duncannon Fort on Wexford’s Hook Peninsula.  Camping was in the 

Fort’s dry moate, accessed via a tunnel with shelter provided by the Fort’s 

30 foot high rampart walls. Sea scouts took the opportunity to explore the 

star shaped Fort from the many battlements down to the croppy boy cell, 

where prisoners were detained following the 1798 rebellion.  The weekend 

was kicked off with sailing, rowing and canoeing from the adjacent 

harbour, followed by activities on Duncannon beach.  The Officer’s Mess 

was the venue for the table quiz followed by a campfire on the beach.  

The weekend closed with a 
presentation of prizes and a 
special Duncannon event badge 
for all participants.  The location 
lent itself very well to the Sea 
Scouting symbolic framework, 
surrounded by Maritime heritage.  
The event is one of many 
centenary events taking place 
in 2012 to celebrate 100 years 
of Sea Scouting in Ireland.  The 
celebrations started on 14 April 
in Croke Park when Sea Scouts, 
Sea Ventures and Sea Rovers 
from all over Ireland gathered to 
mark the anniversary. 
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British Ambassador Visits Larch Hill 

The newly appointed British Ambassador to Ireland, Dominick Chilcott 

took time out of his busy Schedule to Dropped in on the Montpellier Scout 

County Beaver Sleepover.

The ambassador was invited to attend as the theme for the weekend was 

“the 2012 Olympics”.

Speaking at the event County programme coordinator for Beaver Scouts 

Una Malley stated that she was delighted to have the Ambassador along 

to open the day and to launch the day’s programme which was based 

around the 2012 Olympics. Most of 
the activities that the Beaver Scouts 
took part in where various sports 
that will be taking place in London 
in the summer. She also went 
on to say that some of the tasks 
were based on events run in the 
Paralympics which brought home to 
the Beaver Scouts that taking part 
in sport is not as easy as you think if 
you have some restriction.

The Ambassador  spoke very highly 
of Scouting and wished the Beaver 
Scouts and their Scouters the best 
of luck for the day.
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Montpelier Scout County Shield

Mountpelier Scout County Shield & Novice Competition 2012 was held in 

Lough Dan over the May Bank Holdiay Weekend. 12 teams took part on 

the weekend and a great time was had by all. The theme was the olympics 

and each patrol was to attend as a competing country. There was Spain, 

Germany, Italy and Ireland as well as Nepal, Israel and Jamaica. The 

“Olympic athletes” took part in a range of challenges over the weekend 

including building and racing their own coracle in the freezing Lough Dan 

waters. It was a “photo finish” 
for the entire competition. 103rd 
Willington (Germany) took 1st 
place and 158th Castleview 
(Jamaica) came a close second. 
Both teams are looking forward 
to the Phoenix Challenge in 
August! A special thanks to 
Marian Clince (CPC Scouts) for 
her fantastic work before and 
during the competition
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Irish Scout Leader Trainers in Riyadh

1st Mayo Scouts on Nephin

A team of Irish Scout Leader Trainers are in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia for 

training in peace studies and dialogue with the King AbdulAziz National 

Centre for Dialogue in association with the Saudi Arabian Department of 

Education, as part of the World Organisation of the Scout Movement’s 

Global Messengers for Peace programme. 

The Irish delegation, who were guests of the Saudi Ministry for Education, 

were also received by the Irish Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Dr Niall 

Holohan at the Irish Embassy in Riyadh today. They were accompanied 

by Dr Hamad Alyahya, International Commissioner, who emphasised the 

significance of the programme for building dialogue in situations of national 

people and in building Ireland-Saudi 
relations.”

The King AbdulAziz Centre for 
National Dialogue is having great 
success in changing the lives of the 
Saudi Arabian people by engaging 
them in dialogue within their 
community.

The World Organisation of the 
Scout Movement global initiative 
- Messengers of Peace - engages 
20 million Scouts worldwide in 
peace based activities within their 
communities. Castlesaunderson will 
be one of 5 worldwide centres for 
global interaction and training along 
with other centres in Sweden, the 
Philippines, Switzerland and Panama. 

and international conflict, drawing 
upon the experiences of building 
reconciliation in Northern Ireland.

Chief Scout of Scouting Ireland, 
Michael John Shinnick said: “The 
assistance of the Saudi’s in helping 
to prepare our Leader Trainers for 
delivering peace education at Scouting 
Ireland’s new International Centre at 
Castlesaunderson is invaluable.”

Ambassador Holohan welcomed the 
initiative, stating that: “Scouting Ireland 
is doing a wonderful job both at home 
and internationally in developing young 
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First Group Investiture of 9th Clare 

Ennistymon

Yeats County 
Engineering 
Experience

Sunday, 20th May saw the reopening of 9th Clare Ennistymon Scout 

Group. Beaver Scouts, Cub Scouts, Scouts and Scouters were invested 

on the beautiful grounds of the Falls Hotel, putting Ennistymon back on 

the scouting map. Provincial Commissioner Brian Webster congratulated 

everyone on joining the worldwide scout movement and wished a long and 

happy journey on the Scouting Trail.

Thanks to the fantastic Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Parents and Scouters for 

their commitment to the Group!

The Civil Engineering team at 
IT Sligo invited the Scouts and 
Venture Scouts from Yeats Scout 
County to come along for a day to 
find out what Civil Engineers do? 
The Scouts were shown how ropes 
were tested and different ways of 
treating water in the structural and 
environmental labs. The highlight 
of the day was for both the Civil 
Engineering lecturers and the 
Scouts was designing and building 
a bridge, working together to solve 
the problems of crossing a river. 
Check out www.itsligo.ie for more 
information on Civil Engineering 
courses. 
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5 National Scout Awards presented to 
13th Galway Scouts

Brían Mannion: Brían did a great 
project on “Substance Abuse”. This 
explained all the different types of 
substance abuse and what effect 
substance abuse can have on 
people’s health. To go along with 
this, Brían also completed 3 hikes. 
One on Moylussa – which everyone 
thought would never end, one on 
Lackavrea – walking through all the 
bogs and finally a very wet summer 
hike on Mount Brandon in Co. Kerry.
On top of all these individual 
projects, the scouts also had to 
work as a team to complete certain 
aspects of the National Scout 
Award. Just one example of this is 
that all 5 took-part in the Galway/

On 16th March, 13th Galway 
Scouts had the privilege of 
presenting 5 National Scout 
Awards to members of the 
Scout Section. This is truly a 
unique experienced when such a 
large number of scouts achieve 
this the 2nd highest award in 
scouting. Congratulations must 
be passed onto the 5 scouts 
involved.
Eoin Shimizu: Eoin was the first 
from this 5 that completed his 
National Scout Award. To do 
this he led 3 hikes (Benlettery; 
Diamond Hill and Cong) for his 
award and a social awareness 
project on Peer Pressure. Eoin’s 
project looked not only at the 
negative effects of Peer Pressure 
but also at the positive aspects 
to Peer Pressure.
Eoin Hennessy: Eoin completed 
3 hikes for his national scout 
award. He led these hikes on 
Croagh Patrick; Moylussa and 
Mount Brandon. Mount Brandon 
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was a particularly hard hike in the 
middle of July with weather that 
was worse than the monsoon rains 
of India! To finish off his National 
Scout Award he completed a social 
awareness project on Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS).
Róisín Daly: Roisin did a very 
interesting project on “Blindness” for 
her award. She spoke to a local blind 
man to find out what exactly it felt 
like to be blind. She also spoke with 
a local scout leader who was able 
to describe to her what it was like 
to be colour-blind. Roisin also led 2 
camps, one in Rinville and the second 
in Killaloe, Co. Clare as part of the 
county overnight hike.
Sinéad Whelan: Sinead again led two 
weekend camps, both of these being 
in Lough Keel, Co. Roscommon. One 
was a practice camp and the second 
was the Galway County Camp 2011. 
Her social awareness project was on 
“Bullying” and looked at the policies 
in place in Scouting and in local 
secondary schools.

Mayo Scout Counties PL training 
weekend that took place in Cong 
in winter 2010. This allowed all 5 
to achieve their Leadership Award 
which was another step to achieving 
National Scout Award.
Congratulations must all be passed 
onto 13th Galway Scouts Group 
Leader Paul Whelan who was 
presented with his 5 years service 
award on the same evening and 
also to Eamon Hartley who was 
presented with his 10 years service 
award.
Again, a very well done to all the 
National Scout Award recipients, 
and congratulations on achieving 
this very prestigious award.



Clare Scout County Cub Water Day
Clare Scout County Cub Footdrill

Monday the 21st of May was the 
date of the sod turning ceremony 
for Clarisford Park in the town of 
Killaloe.  Work has now started on 
Phase 1 of the development of 25 
acres of mature parkland.  It will 
include the construction of 2 full size 
playing fields for the soccer club 
and the rugby club, flood-lit training 
areas, a 4 area camping site for 
the scout group, 800m of walking/
cycling trails, temporary changing 
facilities, car and bus parking and 
ancillary services. 
Planning Permission for Phase 

On Sunday the 20th of May, 
123 Cub Scouts from all over 
County Clare arrived in high 
spirits at the National Water 
Activity Centre in Killaloe.  The 
glorious sunshine and lack of 
wind made the water conditions 
for kayaking, rowing and boating 
excellent.  Fun bases such as a 
bungee run, inflatable jousting, 
sumo wrestling and climbing wall 
gave a brief break from the water 
for those in need of a chance 
to recharge their batteries.  The 
eager Cubs spent the gloriously 
sunny day moving from base 
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to base and getting wetter and 
wetter as the day went on.  Of 
course the day would not be 
complete without the ever 
popular 20m long slippery slope 
which lands the willing victim 
into the swamp at the bottom of 
the hill.  The day closed with hot 
dogs and drinks for all.  Many 
thanks to the 5th/22nd Killaloe 
Scout Group for hosting the 
event and to the fantastic staff of 
the Water Activity Centre and to 
all who manned bases for their 
help in providing a great day out 
for Cubs and Scouters alike.

5th/22nd Killaloe 
Scout Group Campsite 

2 has recently been submitted 
to Clare County Council.  It will 
comprise of a new Community Hall 
which the scout group will use, and 
permanent changing facilities.



5th/22nd Killaloe Beavers earned their 
Level 1 Paddling Adventure Skills badge

The National Water Activity Centre (NWAC) in 
Killaloe, Co. Clare

•   Supports all sections from Beavers  
    Scouts to Rover Scouts
•    Supports ONE Programme,   
     Adventure Skills and Special Interest  
     Badges (with a special attention to  
     water-based awards)
•    Has indoor accommodation
•    Has a super programme of activities  
     both water and land based
•    Can be booked for full or half-day  
     sessions
•    Runs the Brian Boru Challenge (water  
     and land based survival event for     
     Scout age +)
•    Runs week long summer camps  
     (fully staffed by NWAC and includes  
     accommodation & food)

It is located about 3Km from the town 
of Killaloe on the shores of Lough Derg, 
right beside a lifeguarded Blue Flag 
beach and has indoor accommodation 
for 24 Youth Members and up to 8 
Scouters with a fully-fitted kitchen. It can 
be booked for weekends or full or partial 
weeks (depending on other bookings).
It runs a challenge open to Scouts age 
range and upwards, called the Brian 
Boru Challenge (Survival Award). The 
event involves both land and water 
based activities. It includes hiking 15km; 

At the National Water Activity 
Centre in Killaloe on the 23rd 
of May.  This was the first time 
they have been in kayaks, but it 
certainly won’t be the last.  The 
staff at the Water Centre gave 
them a safety lecture and a brief 
instruction lesson and then they 
set off onto Lough Derg with 
delight.  The setting is perfectly 
safe for this age group and even 
the most apprehensive Beaver 
is made to feel secure and 
confident by the support staff.  
Once the kayak lesson had 
ended, the Beavers rounded up 
the evening by jumping off the 
end of the jetty and swimming 
back to the shore.  It won’t be 
long before they plan to return.  
Thanks to all at the NWAC for a 
great night out.

building and sheltering in a bivvy 
overnight; rowing 100 metres; taking 
part in an overnight boating activity, to 
name but a few.
Day groups are welcome and the centre 
offers a full or half-day programme of 
activities. In addition, it has recently 
introduced a 20mtr climbing wall to the 
site.
In addition, the NWAC has introduced 
week long summer camps for small 
groups or individuals that perhaps don’t 
have any summer camp plans as such.  
The cost of the camp includes food, 
accommodation and activities and is 
very good value.

Contact Details:
Tel: 085 801 8362 
Email: info@wateractivities.ie
Web: www.wateractivities.ie
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Beaver Scout Meets Bear Grylls Sea Scout Celebration Badge

Photo of John Downey, a Lodge leader in 30th St. Pauls Beaver Scouts 

Waterford. 

John went over to Sheffield on Friday 25th May to the Bear Grylls “Mud, 

Sweat & Tears” show with his parents - both Scouter in St Pauls.

As well as going up onto the stage to meet the man himself John drank 

some water that Bear had brought down from the summit of  Mount Everest 

(obviously this was ice that thawed!) and during a discussion between the 

two of them Bear asked him what his dream was. His reply “to be the Chief 

scout of the world” was met with roars of applause.
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South County Shield at Kilcully 

Campsite

For the third weekend in a row the campsite at Kilcully resembled a village 

of green canvas as  the troops in the Cork South County gathered for their 

annual shield competition. Blessed with the fine weather it made the set 

up of the camp easy especially for those young campers who may have 

been there for the first time.  The competition encompassed all that is 

good in scouting from camping skills to pioneering and culinary arts.  For 

the cooking many patrols got into top gear with many decked out in chef’s 

outfits, waiters with white shirts, dickey bow and tea towel over the arm.  

West) were first with the 2nd Cork 
(St. Finbarr’s) in second place and 
the 55th Cork (Carrigaline) in 3rd 
place.
The overall results of the South 
County Shield were 1st Place: 2nd 
Cork (St. Finbarr’s Doyle Road) 2nd 
place: 41st Cork (Passage West), 

The tasters and samplers of the 
food looked all the better for their 
experience. 

There were a number of aspects 
to this years competition which 
consisted of an indoor section, 
Backwoods challenge, Shield 
Hike along with the weekend 
camp. The campcraft John 
Lyons Memorial Trophy for the 
campcraft section was won by 
the 2nd Cork and presented by 
Kieran Lyons to Patrol Leader 
Shane Cusack.   In the indoor 
section the 41st Cork (Passage 
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3rd place; 74th Cork (Frankfield/
Grange).  All three can now go 
forward for the ‘Phoenix’ All-
Ireland Campcraft Competition to 
be held at the National Campsite 
at Larch Hill from 15th to 19th 
August.



Galway County Scout Camp 2012

The 2012 County Scout Camp was held in Lough Keel Campsite, Boyle, 

Co. Roscommon from Friday 4th to Monday 7th May.  The following seven 

Groups participated:-c6th Killimor, 8th Oranmore, 13th Renmore, 14th St. 

Pat’s, 17th Gortc26th Kilcoona. 28th Kinvara

In total there were 83 Scouts and 27 Scouters.  A great weekend was had 

by all.  Each Patrol displayed a high standard of camp craft skills.  The 

scouts worked extremely hard throughout the weekend with a very busy 

schedule.  They built their camp site, cooked on open fire, performed skits 

at the campfire, bases to show their scouting skills.  Each site was under 

Camp Craft Trophy
8th Oranmore  

(this year we awarded this trophy to 
the patrol with the highest score at 
the bases)

Congratulations to the winners of 
the Shield Competition who will 
have the opportunity to represent 
County Galway at the National 
Competition “Pheonix Challenge ” 
2012 in August 2012.
The theme for the camp was 
“Scouts All at Sea” and each patrol 
did extremely well with great totems, 
skits etc.  We had some great water 
wings and rubber rings to scouts 

continuous inspection.   The aim of all 
the hard work is to win one of the two 
competitions which are held during the 
camp.
Plate Competition Winners 
1st Place – 26th Kilcoona  - Titanic 
Patrol
2nd Place – 13th Renmore – Platypus 
Patrol

Shield Competition Winners 
1st Place – 8th Oranmore – Leopard 
Patrol
2nd Place – 13th Renmore – Navy 
Seals
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dressed as pirates.  The Titanic was 
a favourite topic at the campfire 
skits.

Special thanks to all the Scouters 
who also worked very hard over 
the weekend.  They also had a full 
schedule of jobs, from inspections, 
coordinating the bases, collecting 
wood for the campfire and much 
more.  All this was made easier 
thanks to Dave and Chris from 
17th Gort who catered for all the 
scouters and visitors throughout the 
weekend.  The food once again was 
fantastic, they are really good cooks, 
fair play lads.



Francis Minogue receiving 3rd bead at the 
re-opening of Woodstock campsite

South East News

Our external inspectors were 
Michelle Comer – Provincial 
Training Coordinator and Sean 
Harte – 12th Galway Venture/
Rover Section Leader and 
County Secretary.  They worked 
very hard scrutinising the finest 
detail on each of the Shield 
Patrol campsites.  This was a 
very hard task.  Thanks to both 
for their time and experience.

A final thanks to all the scouters 
who coordinated all the other 
jobs, that make the camp run 
so smoothly.  Our Camp Chief 
for 2012 was Malachy Lavelle, 
8th Galway Oranmore.  Malachy 
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did a fabulous job.  He is very 
experienced and competent 
when it comes to organising 
camps.  Malachy crosses all the 
t’s and dots all the i’s.  Well done 
on a great County Camp it was a 
pleasure to work with you.
The camp finished with a 
BBQ.  The scouters prepared 
and cooked the BBQ as an 
appreciation to the scouts for 
working hard over the weekend.  
Well done to all involved.
Best wishes to 8th Oranmore 
and 13th Renmore  at the 
Pheonix Challenge in August.  
Roll on County Camp 2013

ase-hike fun at the Carlow-Kilkenny Cub 
Scout camp in Woodstock campsite Inistioge, 
Co.Kilkenny

Official ceremony of re-opening in 
Woodstock, Inistioge, Co.Kilkenny. Booking 
via ; woodstock@scouts.ie  056 777 5928

Declan Hendrick and Brian Dunne (CC) 
break a record and possibly the trailer! 140 
scouts load up for a challenge at the South 
Kildare shield in Athy Co.Kildare (no they 
didn’t drive anywhere!)



We hope to raise €10,000 for this 
charity through numerous fundraisers.
We’re asking for your support to 
enable this charitable organization 
to provide practical support for those 
who really need it.

Throughout the year we have run a 
series of fundraising events, which 
all kicked off with a launch with the 
Minister of Finance, Michael Noonan.
The sponsored hikes were a great 
success. Over the course of four days, 
we took over 500 people ranging 
between 8-80 years of age to the 
Galtee mountains. It was enjoyable for 
all and we hope that we brought them 
on a trip they will never forget.

Our team is made up of eight ventures 
from two different Scout Groups in 
Limerick, two groups that used to 
compete vigorously against each other 
in the scout shield. There are two 
girls, Ciara and Jessica, and six boys, 
Denis, Rory, Cathal, Jack, Mike and 
Will.

Ciara Murphy: Joined Venture Scouts 
in 2011 and immediately got involved 
in climbing and took on the challenge 
of climbing Kilimanjaro. 

On the 21st of May, seven friends and 
I , all Transition Year students and 
Scouts, will embark on a journey to 
climb the world’s highest freestanding 
mountain, Mount Kilimanjaro. We are 
the first all-Limerick Irish Scouting 
Team to climb Kilimanjaro and will be 
doing it in aid of the charity Console, 
a suicide prevention and awareness 
charity.

Console was established in 2002 by 
Paul Kelly after he had experienced 
the grief of losing a loved one by 
Suicide. Through his loss, Paul 
recognized a need for a dedicated 
Suicide Prevention, Intervention and 
Postvention charity here in Ireland.
Suicide claims twice as many lives as 
road deaths each year and as you are 
undoubtedly aware, suicide levels in 
our country are at their highest level 
and would appear to be increasing 
annually.

We chose Console as our charity 
because we as a group understand 
the relevance and importance of such 
a charity as one of our members has 
been directly affected by the loss of a 
family member. 
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Jessica Lyddy: was in Beavers, 
Cubs, Scouts and Ventures, Jessica. ,
Jack Varley: Joined Scouting, when 
he was 9 as a Cub. He is defiantly 
the most outgoing of the group and 
always keeps spirits high when things 
seem to be going bad.
Cathal McHugh: Joined Scouting 
at 13 and has been a climber ever 
since he went on his first hike with 
the group. When the opportunity of 
climbing Kilimanjaro came around he 
was already packed.
William Heffernan: Joined Scouting 
in 2011 along with Ciara, and quickly 
became part of a close knit group and 
get enough of climbing and anything 
to do with it. They’re all members of 
32nd Limerick St. Paul’s Scout Group
Rory O’Conaill: is the only member of 
St. Josephs Scout group, and has also 
been in all sections,

Mike Lynch: Joined 32nd Limerick St. 
Paul’s Scout Group, Venture Scouts 
two years ago and has been a very 
enthusiastic and active member since.

After a conversation during a summer 
camp we decided that we would climb 
Kilimanjaro but we knew we would 
need help to plan a trip so far away 
and for eight teenagers with no adults 
present. We talked to Mark Quinn who 
had climbed Everest earlier in the year 
and he gave us the number of a guy, 
Ian Mc Keever, who every year took 
ten groups of students up Kilimanjaro 
during the summer.

Ian Mc Keever said he would be 
delighted to take the first all-Limerick 
Scouting group up Kilimanjaro, Ian Mc 
Keever, Irish mountaineer, adventurer 
and lecturer in communications is an 
extraordinary man.

He currently holds the record for the 
fastest ascent of the seven summits in 
just 155 days and has done amazing 
charity work over the years including 
Climbing Croagh Patrick 35 times in 
one week for Mayo Autism Action. 
Report by: Denis Doyle, Venture 
Scout, and 32nd Limerick, St Pauls 
Scout Group

8 Limerick Venture Scouts will climb Kilimanjaro



Shave or Dye

Please find attached photo’s of Waterford Scout County Commissioner with 

some Ventures Scout from groups within the county helping me out when 

I decided to take part in Today FM’s shave or dye for Irish Cancer Society. 

I dyed my hair green in Dunmore Caves in Kilkenny, and I shaved my hair 

at the top of Carrauntoohil and I raised €1515. Thanks to everyone for their 

support

43

Province News



5th Meath Kells Scouts Pushing their way 

across the County

On Saturday 30th June members of 5th Meath Kells Scouts will be putting 

their backs into it as they raise money for the Cancer Ward of Our Lady’s 

Hospital Crumlin in their initiative ‘Scouts helping others’. Jack a Scout in 

Kells has recently completed treatment in Crumlin following the amputation 

of his lower leg and his fellow Scouts energetic and exciting plan is to have 

a ‘Bed Push’ through the County. Jack totally embodies the qualities of a 

true Scout, both brave and courageous, he has inspired so many of his 

fellow Scouts and Leaders with his strength and positivity. 

local business’ the opportunity 
to sponsor the beds as they are 
pushed through the relevant town. If 
you or your business would like your 
name on the side of a bed please 
contact your local Scout Group who 
will provide further information. 
All monies raised will go directly 
to St. John’s Ward in Our Lady’s 
Children’s Hospital Crumlin and 
will help provide essential care for 
children and their families as they 
undergo Cancer therapies.

To reach as many towns as 
possible there will be 2 beds; 
the first one will pass through 
Dunboyne, Dunshaughlin, Trim, 
Athboy, and the second will pass 
through Ratoath, Ashbourne, 
and Navan, with both beds 
will finishing up in Kells at 
approximately 4.30 pm that 
evening. The local Scout groups 
in each town and surrounding 
areas will be collecting in each 
town as the beds pass through 
and the Scouts are also offering 
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Renmore Cubs, hiked up 
Croagh Patrick 

13th Galway, Renmore Cubs, hiked up Croagh Patrick on the 20th of May. It was a 
great day for everybody involved, for leaders and Cubs, not to mention the parents 
that came along. There was a lot of stiff and tired people in Renmore that night, but the 
accomplishment for each cub was worth it. 
 

45

Province News



Public Website:- www.scouts.ie

Members:- my.scouts.ie

Email:- communications@scouts.ie

Facebook:- http://www.facebook.com/scoutingireland

Twitter:- @scoutingireland
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