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Communications Commissioner Intro

Welcome to this month’s issue of Inside Out your monthly one stop shop for all that is happening in

Scouting Ireland. This month we feature the official opening of our new International Scout Centre at Castle 

Saunderson and what a great day that was for Scouting Ireland. See all the pictures of the day and view the 

Videos of the occasion in our Scouting Ireland Video Section.

Also this month saw one of the Biggest if not the biggest Phoenix Challenge take place in Larch Hill and what 

a great weekend that turned out to be. We also continue our coverage of Group Annual camps that have taken 

place over the Last couple of months. Also included this month is our regular features from the Beaver Scout 

,Cub Scout and Rover Scout teams.

In Last months issue we inadvertently included the Explorer Belt under the Venture Scout Banner but of Course 

we all know that this should have been under the Rover Banner. We apologise for this mistake.

Remember if you want to submit an article for next month’s issue then please forward them to

communications@scouts.ie. Please forward this on to all Scouters and Youth Members in your group. Don’t

presume they have got it.Deadline for next month’s issue is 31th Sept

.
See you next month! - The Communications Team
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Quote of the Month

In this issue...

“Children seldom misquote. In 
fact, they usually repeat word 
for word what you shouldn’t 
have said” 
Author Unknown

Castle Saunderson
Phoenix Challenge
Challenge 2012
Ventact
Cub News
International News
Provincial  
Conference SE



Castle Saunderson Opens

So the day finally arrived were we officially opened Castle Saunderson 

International Scout Centre. For those of you that may not know, this story began 

way back in 1997, when scouting was offered the opportunity to purchase the 

lands around Castle Saunderson at a reduced price. We bought the property in 

1998 and so began the long trail to try to pay for the site and to develop it into a 

Scout Centre. It wasn’t an easy journey, with many setbacks over the years. 

Yet finally on 18th August 2012 the President of Ireland travelled in the laneway 

under blistering sunshine to be greeted by over 500 enthusiastic scouts, local 

representatives and government ministers from both sides of the border. This 

was a truly cross-border event, highlighting what Castle Saunderson is all about. 

Young people from both sides of the border, both Scouting Ireland and the Scout 

facility on wonderful grounds, but now it 
is up to us to make it into a world class 
centre. The work on that begins now! 
The programme activities for the centre 
will need to be developed from now 
going forward. The priority explained 
Tony is “to establish the fundamental 
scouting activities first and foremost”.
Tony also explained that the building 

Association, Northern Ireland played a 
very important role in the preparation 
for the opening and in many of the 
ceremonial parts of the day. As we were 
reminded in many of the speeches; this is 
their centre.
There was a palpable feeling of relief 
that this day had finally come, and it was 
great to see so many of the people that 
worked on this project from its inception, 
through the hard years of trying to make it 
work, and those that brought it to a happy 
conclusion there to enjoy the success of 
their work.
On the day the Camp Chief was quick 
to point out that this is only the end of 
the beginning for Castle Saunderson. 
We have been provided with a fantastic 

work is not finished yet. “The builders 
are still on site, and our electricity has 
not been connected yet. We are hoping 
for a handover of the building in mid 
September. The hostel & building will 
then be open for use, however the 
camping grounds will not be ready”. 
Explaining the situation with the 
camping grounds Tony had this to say 
“The majority of the grass was only 
sown in May of this year, with about 
a quarter of the site to be prepared 
and seeded now in September. The 
weather over the summer periods didn’t 
help as the heavy machinery couldn’t 
work on the ground. We envisage 
it will be the 2014 season before 
substantial camping can take place”. 
Tony continued “the camping area is the 
most important part of the centre. We 
need to give the grass time to grow and 
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knit together, the best recommendations 
we have is to give the grass at least 18 
months before allowing camping on it. 
After waiting for so long to get to this point, 
we’re not going to rush into it and end up 
ruining the camping ground”.
The centre is now developing its 
programme and to help with this the 
Programme Team Lead Gerry Finnegan 
has announced details of two work 
weekends focusing on Backwoods 
and Pioneering, details of which can 
be found on page 6. In addition to this, 
Volunteer Team Lead Shane Maguire has 
announced details of two complimentary 
weekends of training for those that are 
interested in joining the camp staff team at 
Castle Saunderson, again details can be 
found on page page 6.
Finally bookings have started to fly in, and 
information on how to book can be found 
on page page 7.



To See more pictures of the day you 
can check out Scouting Ireland’s Photo 
gallery here. 

Castle Saunderson 
Continued
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http://www.scouts.ie/photos/album/72157631394112672/castle_saunderson_opening_2012/


Also our Video team was out and about on the day. You can listen 
back to all the  action including the speeches, the presidential visit 
and the official blessing  We also did some interviews over the day 
which are not quite ready but we will feature in a later issue.

Castle Saunderson Videos
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https://vimeo.com/48397571
https://vimeo.com/48936070
https://vimeo.com/48918137


Join our Biggest Adventure

In August President Michael D. Higgins inaugurated Castle Saunderson 

International Scout Centre. Now is your chance to get involved and make your 

mark on the world’s newest international scout centre.

We want your expertise in helping us to develop our programme of activities in two 

specific areas.

Be part of the team from the very beginning and help us create a Programme that 

will be the envy of all other centres.

We’re running two weekends to recruit 
Venture Scouts, Rover Scouts & 
Scouters onto our Camp Staff team 
here in Castle Saunderson. The 
Camp staff will be the face of Castle 

Backwoods
Arrive Friday 5th October, 
Programme development begins at 
9pm
Cost €10 per person
Food will be provided
Finish On Saturday 6th October 
4pm

Pioneering
Arrive Saturday 10th November, 
Programme development begins at 
4pm
Cost €10 per person
Food will be provided
Finish on Sunday 12pm

Saunderson. If you are friendly, reliable, 
enjoy a good laugh and have a passion 
for delivering excellent programme and 
experiences to our guests you’ll love 
volunteering at Castle Saunderson. 
If you want to get involved in either 
weekend the details are set out below:
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Camp Staff training:
Saturday 6th October, training begins 
4pm
Cost €10 per person
Food will be provided
Finish on Sunday 12pm

Friday 9th November, training begins 
9pm
Cost €10 per person
Food will be provided
Finish on Saturday 10th November 4pm

For further information about any of 
the sessions please contact Finbar at 
fgethins@scouts.ie or call +353-86-
0449354



Booking Castle Saunderson

Castle Saunderson can be booked on a per room per night basis. The cost of a 

four bed dorm is €44 per night and the cost of a six bed dorm is €66 per per night. 

There are 9 four bed rooms and 2 six bed rooms.

Enquires can be made by contacting Finbar at fgethins@scouts.ie or +353-86-

0449354

You can keep up to date with all that is happening at Castle Saunderson 

International Scout Centre by checking out our Facebook page www.Facebook.

com/CastleSaunderson or on twitter @SICasSaunderson.
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http://www.facebook.com/castlesaunderson
http://www.facebook.com/castlesaunderson
http://www.facebook.com/castlesaunderson
http://www.twitter.com/SICasSaunderson
mailto:fgethins@scouts.ie
http://www.twitter.com/SICasSaunderson


The Phoenix Challenge 2012

This years Phoenix Challenge ‘the Olympics’ was one of the largest ever with 

almost 70 teams taking part in the event. The increased numbers was partly due 

to an initiative implemented this year where by scout counties who had teams who 

finished in the top ten places in Phoenix 2011 were awarded additional places. 

The competition took place between the 16th and 19th August 2012 in Larch Hill. 

The opening ceremony took place on Thursday morning and each subcamp was 

presented with a subcamp flag and lit their subcamp Olympic torch off the event 

Olympic flame before ascending upon their sites.  

trade fair, disco and campfire sketches. 
The trade fair and disco were excellent 
and were an opportunity for the scouts 
to wear their country themed costumes. 
The lines to be included in the campfire 
sketches were distributed on day one of 
the event and patrols had to develope 

The weather turned in our favour 
on the Thursday following two very 
stormy days earlier in the week. 
There were rain showers some 
gusty winds causing minor issues 
for the patrols during site build but 
conditions improved as the event 
progressed.

The programme was broken into 
FUN evening programme which 
was not part of the main marking 
scheme and daily programme bases 
which were part of the main marking 
scheme. The evening programme 
was delivered by the ‘ministers of 
fun’ and involved the ice-breakers, 

their sketches including these lines in 
advance of the subcamp campfires on 
Thursday night. 

The programme bases were held on 
Friday and Saturday of the event. 
On each day two subcamps had 
programme off site along the dart line 
and in Dublin city centre, while the 
other two subcamps remained in Larch 
Hill. The off site programme involved 
challenges based on the SPICES. The 
overall day involved patrol planning, 
teamwork and time management to 
fully complete all the tasks. The on 
site bases challenged the patrols in 
the areas of teamwork and adventure 
skills such as pioneering, ropework, 
emergencies and climbing. There was 
positive feedback from the patrols 
with regard to the programme they 
experienced.
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lunches, main meals and adherence 
to their prepared menu which was 
submitted on patrol check in. This 
approach looks holistically at food 
and heathly eating and helped patrols 
sustain themselves for the entire event. 
There was less pressure on the patrols 
as they did not know which meal was 
being examined as the main test meal 
and the ‘silver service’ previously 
associated with the test meal was not 
required.

Through out the entire event Phoenix 
FM helped keep spirits high and took 
song requests from the scouts through 
out the event particularly during site 
build on Thursday when all scouts were 
busy constructing their patrol sites. 

This year the log book moved to a 
digital format and it was well received 
by the patrols. In advance of the event 
the patrols received part one of the log 
book which was the ‘PLAN’ part. The 
assessed part of the log book was part 
two, the ‘DO’ part which was completed 
during the event. All patrols left the 
event with part three the ‘REVIEW’ part 
to complete at their own leisure in their 
scout dens.

The test meal inspection was radically 
transformed into a Cooking and Eating 
inspection process that spanned the 
entire event. The assessment duties 
of the test meal were removed from 
the campcraft marking team and a 
dedicated team of assessors inspected 
the patrols examining their breakfasts, 
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The top ten patrols for the Phoenix 2012 
were announced during the closing 
ceremony

10th  – 33rd/40th Monaleen
9th  - 103rd Dublin
8th  - 8th Galway
7th  - 3rd Waterford
6th  - 7th Waterford
5th  - 31st Waterford
4th  - 3rd/4th/6th Louth
3rd  - 2nd/7th Cork
2nd  - 91st Dublin
1st  - 17th/20th/30th Waterford  

The Phoenix Challenge 2012 proved to a very successful event, congratulation to 
the all the participant who did themselves and scouting proud. Many thanks to all 
the staff both adult and Ventures Scouts who helped make the event a success.

I will work with the core event team to produce programme resources arising from 
this event to be available on the website shortly.

Best of luck with your Scouting year and I hope to see you at next year’s Phoenix 
Challenge.

To View over 600 Images of this event check out the Scouting Ireland Gallery here

Yours in Scouting,
Conor McKeon
Programme Commissioner (Scouts)   

The closing ceremony was full of 
celebration as there was an increase in 
number of gold standards awarded. The 
following patrols topped the following 
categories and received an award for 
their achievement.

Phoenix Celebrations and Awards
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• Trade Fair    – 9th Wicklow Harbour
• Campfire Sketch   – 13th Galway
• Log Book    – 31st Waterford
• Cooking and Eating   – 3rd/4th/6th Louth
• Programme Bases   – 91st Dublin
• Campcraft    – 17th/20th Waterford  

http://www.scouts.ie/photos/album/72157631145913100/phoenix_challenge_2012/


12

Challenge 2012

Everyone always told me that 
Challenge would be one of the 
best experiences of my life and at 
first I was sceptical. I felt it hard to 
believe that being thrown out of 
a bus somewhere in the UK with 
only a map and a couple of pound 
coins, not to mention a 100km hike, 
would be a desirable experience. 
The journey started back in April 
when we attended a training 
weekend to meet all the other 
teams and prepare for challenge. 
Before we knew it we had been 
dropped from a bus in Bray and 
had to walk 30km over two days. 
This was an extremely scary 
experience for two young ventures 
from the North, completely out 
of their comfort zone. We soon 

learned that the navigation and 
budget weren’t too bad and that it 
required a lot of will power to do log 
books late into the night! Once we 
had returned to base camp in Lough 
Dan we spent the next couple of 
days working on Hillwalking skills, 
Leave no Trace and river crossings. 
We got to know the sweep team and 
took part in interviews about our log 
books just as we would in the real 
challenge (except without the hints 
and tips).

No sooner had we finished the 5 day 
training weekend than challenge 
came around. We found ourselves 
on a ferry to Holyhead still unsure 

as to where exactly we would be heading. Most thought Snowdonia but 
after a 5 hour bus journey it became clear we were heading for the Lake 
District. Drop off was every fifteen minutes and the atmosphere in the 
bus was very tense. We eventually got dropped of 8th and Challenge 
2012 began. Inside the envelope everyone was given £40 for the week, 
a mobile phone, instructions, log books and 4 maps (including a map of 
Denmark???) We managed to talk our way into a campsite for free on 
the first night and even squeezed in a quick swim in the sea. Over the 
week some teams were lucky enough to be given rooms in B&B’s with 
free meals while others spent over 5 hours searching for accommodation 
late in to the night. 

We had to complete 80km over the first four days which was relatively 
manageable. On one day we even managed to cover 35km!! Having only 
£8 a day between two people was tough, as was writing log books and 
personal challenges into the early hours when all you wanted to do was 
sleep. Despite some hairy moments involving dead moles, walking with 
strangers and food poisoning scares all teams managed to make it to the 
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check point. Some were very clean 
as they were lucky enough to have 
showers, but most of us stunk!! All that 
was left to complete Challenge was 
20km in the mountains, bring it on!!
The hike into the Mountains on the 
first night was short and the scenery 
was spectacular. We camped by a 
lake or “Tarn.” However the scene 
quickly changed as we were hit with 
very heavy rain, strong winds and 
dense mist. Most teams got very 
little sleep and the security and 
waterproofing in nearly every tent was 
under threat. The next morning things 
were no better and visibility was still 
horrendous. We decided to move off 
as a group of 20 instead of our normal 

challenge teams for safety reasons. 
We knew that our navigation skills 
were about to be put to the ultimate 
test. By the time we had reached 
the third peak in England conditions 
had got a lot better and we split 
into four smaller groups. There 
were some maniacs like me who 
decided to run up and down peaks 
(including optional ones) while other 
took a steadier more sensible pace. 
This had to be by far my favourite 
moment of challenge. Before we 
knew it we were off the hills and on a 
soggy bus back to base camp, all the 
hard work was finally over. 
After being clapped into a very well 
decorated base camp we again 
spent the next few days doing 

interviews and having a much need 
shower and chill. We nearly all 
choked on our first meal in base 
camp we were eating so fast! It was 
really nice to chat to the other teams, 
play pool, swim in the river and have 
a laugh with sweep staff. 

Eventually came the presentation 
of awards. We were lucky enough 
to have Sean Farrell to present 
our awards. All teams received the 
certificate and badge, with 8 out 
if 10 teams receiving the woggle. 
Challenge really was a fantastic 
experience and there are so many 
personal memories that I and my 
partner will cherish for a lifetime. We 
are the first team from the North ever 
to have completed challenge and 
been awarded the woggle. We were 
also awarded Hillwalking adventure 
skill levels which made me feel really 
proud. I have made so many new 
friendships from across the country 
that I know will stand the test of time. 
It is brilliant to be able to say that 
you have taken part in something 
so unique and most young people 
across the country will never get the 
chance to be part of something so 
massive. I would urge all ventures 

across Ireland to give challenge a 
go, no matter what your skill level, 
you won’t be disappointed!
To view Check out Scouting 
Irelands Photo Gallery here

 Patrick McDonald
Venture Scout

http://www.scouts.ie/photos/album/72157630977751516/venture_challenge_2012/


Scouts on the Stretcher Base

In an interview with one of the markers, 
Sinead, she answered how the lads she 
was marking progressed and what she 
thought of the Phoenix. 
“Which Scout group are you from 
Sinead?” “6th Tipperary, ventures”
“How, in your own opinion, did the lads 
progress?” “They did really well and 
they lifted the stretchers very fast but 
they got mixed up with the ropes and 
blankets”

“Did you enjoy marking the base?” 
“Yes I did, because I got to learn a new 
skill: stretchers and I got to meet all the 
patrols”

“How do you compare this year’s 
Phoenix to the last time you were on 
it?” “Standards have improved but the 
teams are getting younger and their 
skills are improving”

The lads on Friday night got to show 
their cooking skills at the small fair that 
the scouts had. Every team dressed 
in the traditional clothes of the country 
they chose for the Phoenix, and cooked 
meals from that country. The most used 
countries were Jamaica and Mexico, 
but one of the best ones were Germany 
and Hungary. Germany chosen by 
the 7th Waterford De La Salle Scouts 
and Hungary by the 3rd De La Salle 
Scouts. The 3rd made Hungarian beef 
stew and Lesco Semilina while the 7th 
made German chicken noodle stew and 
beef goulage. At the fair they sold hot 
chocolate and ice cream in coke.
                       
On Saturday, the lads that went off 
site on Friday stayed on site to do the 
remaining bases. Every team who done 
the remaining bases were just as good 
as the teams from Friday. 

The scouts after arriving in Dublin and 
after the opening ceremony went to 
build their sites which is part of being 
marked for their camp craft. No bases 
were done on the first day but during 
the weekend numerous bases were 
done, including stretchers, first aid and 
bridge building. More bases were done 
off site around Dublin as well.

On Friday, bases began with some 
teams going off site around Dublin and 
some staying on site. The photographs 
taken are from the stretcher base, 
led by a member and instructor from 
Waterford Civil Defence. The stretcher 
base involved getting a casualty on 
a stretcher and their team mates 
strapping them into the stretcher, while 
being marked on their progress. 

After the 2012 Olympics, Scouting Ireland had the 2012 Phoenix Challenge, where 

scouting teams from everywhere in Ireland, travel to Larchill Scout Centre in 

Dublin, to compete in the annual Phoenix Competition. The Phoenix may be tiring 

and hard work for some scouts but every team participated well and are hopefully 

happy with where they came in the ending. But every scout that went to Larchill 

and came back, all had the chance to show there skills and learn new skills. The 

experience was amazing and one of the best Scouting events to be held. 

Phoenix 2012 

- One Scout’s Persepective
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Scouts on the Stretcher Base 7th De La Salle on the base



Later on, during the evening, every 
scout went to the campfire where a few 
teams demonstrated their sketchs that 
they have worked on during training. 
The 3rd De La Salle done a sketch on 
Jerry Springer, which was hilarious. The 
other scout teams done a sketch with 
the Mexican wave, Play Station and the 
government eating money which were 
just as hilarious. Well Done to ye lads!!!
                              
One Sunday, the lads took down their 
sites after final inspections and went to 
the closing ceremony, where the lads 
finally found out where they came in 
the end. After working and trying hard 
all weekend, the lads found out how 
well they done. Well done to the 3rd 
and 7th De La Salle, who both won 
gold standards. The 3rd came 7th and 
the 7th came 6th. Lads you done us all 
proud, well done!!!. St.Pauls won first 
place. If any of the lads that were on the 
Phoenix read this piece, you all done 
brilliant and even if you came 1st or last, 
you participated and made your scout 
groups proud, which is worth a lot more 
than winning. Annamae from the 3rd De 
La Salle scouts said “Twas a good craic 
and we made lots of new friends, has to 
be the best Phoenix I have been on”

Kirsten Power Hennessy 7th De La 
Salle
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Stretcher marking team

3rd De La Salle as Hungarians

Dressed as Germans for Phoenix

Safety first



Tent-The-Nation

We headed up to Rossnowlagh on the Thursday evening after collecting our 

sponsored vehicles from Perry Motors and Albert Dunne Motors of Athy. We 

checked into the beautiful Sandhouse Hotel where the owner Paul Diver and his 

staff looked after our every need by ensuring we were well rested and fed for our 

challenge. After all the months of planning and preparations we could not wait for 

the challenge to actually start on the Friday evening. With our gear packed away 

in the van and the tent set to be pitched for the first time we received best wishes 

from the staff and scouts from the local group in Donegal who came out to send us 

off. We gathered together said the scout prayer and prayed that we would safely 

return home to Athy within the next 24 hours. 

As the watch hit 7 o’clock we got started, 
everyone knew their job and we had the 
tent up and down in a matter of minutes. 
With the tent in the back of the van we set 
off on the first leg of our trip and travelled 
into Leitrim where the tent was pitched 
with the help of Edele, her family and 
friends in the front garden of her house. 
From there we travelled a short distance 
down the road where a local farmer had 
the gates open to his field and minutes 
later we had successfully pitched the tent 
for the 3rd time. 

Mayo and Roscommon were then 
ticked off the list before arriving to a 
huge reception led by Lesley and her 
scout group in Tuam. By this stage 
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leg of the trip was the hardest of all. It 
was now 6am and our bodies had hit 
the wall. A change of driver was had on 
route so we could all get a few minutes 
shut eye and as the sun came out 
another tick was placed beside Wicklow. 

Next up was Dublin but before we 
headed up to see Conor and his crew 
at the Phoenix breakfast was had in the 
nearby petrol station. 7 breakfast rolls, 
some bigger than the others (we all 
know who ate the most) and tea/coffee 
woke us up and gave us the energy 
needed to pitch tent number 17. Sorry 
to all those that made their way down to 
the Melvin field just as we drove off but 
there was no time to waste.

it was early night and to see so 
many well wishers gave us a huge 
lift and really got the spirits up 
for what we knew was going to 
be long night. Clare was next on 
the list where we received some 
strange looks from the customers 
and staff in the nearby McDonalds 
and petrol station. At this stage we 
noticed we were slightly ahead on 
time which let us enjoy the tea and 
sandwiches that Diane and the rest 
of the scouters had laid on for us 
in Limerick. This was the first time 
we actually stopped to gather our 
thoughts and have a well deserved 
10 minute break. With the stomachs 
full and bladders emptied Kerry, 
Cork and Tipperary were next on the 
list to receive the tick mark.
 
Waterford and Kilkenny were next 
up where a huge thank you has to 
go to Jim Welsh for getting up out 
of the bed to bring us to the exact 
locations and set us off on the road 
to Wexford, (thanks for the laughs 
Jim). Half we through having the 
tent pitched here the local Guards 
showed up to see what we were up 
to. After taking a minute to explain 
our challenge the Guards told us we 
were mad but wished us the very 
best. Carlow was soon done before 
the long journey up to Wicklow. This 

Off to Meath next before heading to 
Louth where we meet up with Ashling 
and some of her scouts from Ardee. 
At this stage to say some of us were 
“buzzing” was an understatement. The 
music was pumping in the van but with 
the help of our walkie-talkies this meant 
it was also pumping in the car also. 
The craic was good and the laughs 
were plentiful.  We now for the first 
time started to believe that the whole 
challenge was actually going to be 
achievable but the clock was still ticking 
so we moved onto Monaghan without 
delay.

Next on the list was Cavan where 
the Chief Scout himself had asked 
us to make an appearance at 
Castlesaunderson and have the 
privilege of pitching the first tent after 
the official opening of the centre by 
the president of Ireland, Michael D 
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Higgins. This was only possible thanks 
to a lot of planning by Finbar Gethins 
and his crew. Unfortunately due to 
time constraints the Chief himself was 
unable to meet up with us for a photo 
but hopefully we will meet up soon so 
we can chat about our adventure. 

Longford and Westmeath followed 
where Barry and his community made 
us feel very welcome and showed us 
their amazing community centre. Their 
centre in Streete, Co. Westmeath 
showed us what is possible when a 
group of like minded people come 
together for the greater good. Scouting 
at its best.

Offaly now where the tent was pitched 
behind the goals in Gracefield GAA 
pitch. This was not the weirdest place 
we pitched the tent but I am not sure the 
couple of hundred people attending the 



The smiles were spread wide across 
our faces and we beamed with joy. 
We had done it, 1 tent – 26 counties – 
24 hours. With the sun now shinning 
brighter than it did all day and with a 
warm glow inside us a dash was made 
for the river where some of us plunged 
in for a refreshing dip. All that was left 
to do now was to take to the stage 
and thank everyone for everything and 
anything that they had done to make the 
challenge possible.

This now just leaves one thing left 
and that is the most important part of 
the challenge – the money. Our aim 
at the start was to raise money for an 
Automated External Defibrillator for 
our own Scout Group that we would 

game going on behind us would have 
agreed. Photo taken, tent loaded up and 
the short journey into Laoise was next. 
Donnie and his crew from Portarlington 
were waiting for us now and cheered us 
on as we pitched tent number 25. 

Now we were on the last leg of our trip 
and the road into Kildare never looked 
so inviting. As we entered into Athy, 
tractors and fire engines lead us into 
the square where family, friends, well 
wishers and fellow Scouts from across 
the country had gathered to give us a 
huge reception. With music blaring and 
hands clapping the tent was rolled out 
and pitched for the 26th and final time 
as the stop watch read 23 hours and 40 
minutes. 

share with our scout county, South 
Kildare. This we still hope to achieve 
when the money pledged to us comes 
in. However as the challenge grew 
our aims grew too, instead of one 
defibrillator we would now like to 
purchase 42. That would be one for 
every scout county in Ireland. This will 
only be possible if every member of 
Scouting Ireland donates €2 each to our 
fund. Our Scout County has backed us 
and we are now asking everyone to not 
just back us but back themselves too. 
We understand that €2 is hard to come 
by these days but to think that out of 
that €2 someone you Scout with and 
are close to could be saved some day 
by the Defibrillator you purchase makes 
the €2 well worth it. So we are urging 
any Beaver, Cub, Scout, Venture Scout, 
Rover Scout or Scouter out there who 
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thinks what we are trying to achieve 
is a good cause to please go back to 
their scout group and discuss this with 
them. The €2 you give may save the 
life of someone close to you or even 
your own.

All donations can be made to the 
following bank account details;
Account Name: Scouting Ireland 
Defibrillator Fundraising
Account Number: 101 33 864
Sort Code: 98-50-20

Thanks again to everyone who helped 
us.

Toffee and the Tent-The-Nation crew. 



Over 400 Attend Ventact

Venture Scouting and Ranger Guiding got off to a great start 
last weekend for the beginning of a new scout year.  Over 
400 including leaders and staff attended a camping weekend 
at Kilcully scout campsite from all parts of Ireland.  The event 
has been most successful over the past 30 years and for this 
year there was a great buss again.

The activities were wide and ranging with a line up of 
coaches outside the campsite on Saturday morning to 
transport the participants to a whole range of activities.  From 
water activities at Inishleena, to Boot Camp at Cuskinny,  
Deep sea fishing in the harbour, power boating, water skiing 
at Carrigadrohid and  Fire fighting at Ringaskiddy just to 
mention a few.  The list seemed endless with great choices.

Taking the water activity at Inishleena as an example, the 
group arrived at 10a.m.  They were given water safety 
briefing by the instructors and divided in four groups for  
activities, rotating every hour.  The four activities were sailing, 
kayaking, wake boarding  and a water base assault course.
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World Scout Moot 2013 – Irish 

contingent August 2013

What’s involved?

Alongside the World Scout Jamboree, the World Scout Moot is one of World 

Scouting’s two events. At the 2013 Moot in Canada, the WOSM flagship event for 

18-26 year olds, the 6,000 participants will be the makers of their own programme. 

Months ahead of their arrival in Canada for the event, each participant will create 

his/her own Moot experience by making a series of choices individually or with 

their international patrol. So if you choose to join us you will be at once part of the 

Irish contingent but also part of an international patrol in which you will do your 

activities.

The itinerary:
•   A few days to settle in to             
Canadian life before the 
opening gathering at the    
University of Ottawa.

•   2 days to welcome participants  
to the base camp at Awacamenj 
Mino http://www.scouts-est.on.ca/
camp_awacamenj_mino/index.
html: opening ceremonies, team 
meetings, workshops and technical 
training, and conferences where 
you can prepare for your urban 
expedition challenge;
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•   3 days when half of the participants 
will head for their pre-selected 
destination – Toronto, Montréal or 
Quebec City – for their urban expedition 
challenge, while the other half of the 
group remains at base camp to take 
part in a series of outdoor activities and 
adventures;

•   1 day of travel, as all participants 
head for base camp for a cultural activity;

•   3 days when the other half of the 
participants take their turn heading for 
Toronto, Montréal or Quebec City for 
their expedition challenge, and the first 
half of the group remains at base camp 
to take part in a series of outdoor and 
adventure activities;
•   2 days when everyone gathers at 
the Awacamenj Mino base to share 
their discoveries and for the closing 
ceremony.



I’d like to spend a bit 
more time in Canada
No problem, we have two options 
available. You may either travel with the 
contingent (€1950) or you may choose 
to travel your own way. This way you 
can spend more time in Canada doing 
as you wish before or after the Moot. 
The flightless option is €1350.

How do I apply? 
There is an application pack at this 
link https://www.dropbox.com/sh/
q4z3ay24dkg43m6/6VIQ6N0PFy. 
It will take a little while to fill in so make 
sure you don’t leave it until the last 
minute. The last date that applications 
will be accepted in is 1 December 2012. 

After registering to Moot Canada 2013 
through their national contingent, 
participants will have to make 
choices:7
•   Which path they want to take (like 
Roverway). 

•   In what city do they want to live their 
urban challenge, Toronto, Quebec City 
or Montréal

These two choices will lead to the 
creation of international patrols of 8 
scouts sharing the same interests, 
having chosen the same path and 
city. Participants will live their Moot 
experience with their patrol.

Isn’t it expensive?
Each successful applicant will receive 
a fundraising support pack full of ideas 
for how you might raise money and 
useful support materials. We don’t 
want anybody to be discouraged by 
the cost. We will also be launching 
a fundraising initiative to actively 
support you by providing you with 
special Moot items that you can sell/
raffle etc to support your travel. More 
details on this will be made available 
upon application. This will give you 
the chance to raise a very substantial 
chunk of your fee. If you are interested 
but are concerned about the cost, drop 
us an email and we can discuss

If you have any trouble downloading 
the form, just email rovermoot@scouts.
ie and ask for one. If you have any 
questions at all, don’t hesitate to let us 
know and we can give you additional 
information.

What if I am over 26?
Opportunities are available for 
International Service Team and for 
members of the Contingent Team. IST 
application packs are available at the 
same link as the participant pack. If you 
are interested in the Contingent Team, 
send a message to rovermoot@scouts.
ie .  
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For more information see 

Moot Canada

Check out our Facebook page 

or email

rovermoot@scouts.ie

mailto:rovermoot@scouts.ie
mailto:rovermoot@scouts.ie
http://www.facebook.com/Moot2013ScoutingIrelandContingent
http://www.mootcanada2013.ca/en




Young Spokespersons’ Training 

Day 1  Day 2

Eoin Falconer and I  (Patrick McDonald) were lucky enough to attend Young 

Spokespersons’ Training in Ghent, Belgium from 4th-8th July 2012 on behalf 

of the Communications Team of Scouting Ireland. The programme was called 

“Speak out, tell your story” and was run by the World Organisation of the Scouting 

Movement. The aim was to give two representatives from twelve countries across 

Europe a chance to network and develop media relations. We hoped to gain 

necessary presentation and writing skills to be able to represent Scouting Ireland 

in the media as well as learning about how other countries run their organisations. 

We had a workshop in the morning 
about what external representation is 
and why it is relevant. It gave us a good 
overview of the work we were about to 
do. The afternoon was spent walking 
around the streets of Ghent filming and 
interviewing people on the topic “What 
is Scouting?” This is known as Vox 
Populi. We were amazed at how many 
people were scouts or had friends it 
scouts, however the tables turned when 
we removed our neckerchiefs and found 
out what people really though!! Some 
thought that the uniform was militaristic 
and that we were very irresponsible. 
We complied all of our videos and 
presented them that night.

On the train station we met Tituu and 
Pauli from Finland who were also 
attending the course. After missing 
our train stop due to talking too 
much we finally arrived at the hostel 
dripping with sweat. A quick change 
followed and we headed out for a big 
lunch in Ghent’s historic square with 
our new finish friends. The weather 
was phenomenal!! That evening we 
finally got to meet the participants 
from all of the other countries and 
got a feeling for their culture with an 
International taste test. After nearly 
destroying the kitchen, Eoin and I 
produce potato and soda bread, Irish 
toffees, hot chocolate and of course, 
Tayto Crisps!!

Through more workshops we learned 
that representing scouting was all about 
having knowledge, ability and “the 
looks!” We discussed what values we 
personally upheld and how many of 
them are transferable to our scouting 
lives. We also found out about non-
formal education in scouting and how 
to write press releases. Our press 
releases then had to be pitched to 
a journalist who asked very detailed 
questions. The pressure was really on! 
We finished off the day by developing 
public speaking. We had to tell lies and 
convince others it was the truth, and 
with some participants speaking in their 
native language, it was a lot harder than 
you might think!
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Day 3



Day 4  Day 5

The last day consisted of my 
favourite session about how to use 
communication in a crisis situation. 
It was really interesting and we felt 
that this is the session where we 
learnt most. After this we had a 
small closing where were presented 
with our European Youth Passes in 
recognition of our work.  
This training takes place every 
eighteen months and I would highly 
recommend it to anyone interested in 
media and communication. We would 
like to thank our trainers Andrew, 
Simon, Antal, Radu and Mary Scriven 
(SI) for all of their work and support. 
We are very excited about working 
with the Czech Republic and keeping 
in contact with all of the other 
participants over the next couple of 
years. We can’t wait to put all of our 
plans into practice and know that 
all of our training to become Young 
Spokespeople will have paid off. 

Patrick McDonald

Everyone enjoyed this day.  In the morning we did radio interviews and 
got to practice out TV interview skills. Some people learned very quickly 
about their bad habits or incessant hair flicking! We had some tasty 
baguettes for lunch, which many preferred to the previous day’s lunch 
when we went to a vegetarian restaurant. It’s fair to say that many people 
never want to see a salad again! We spent the afternoon discussing what 
the future holds and how we can use our new skills to better Scouting 
Ireland. We also set up a link with Czech Republic so that we can 
exchange recourses and learn from each others’ organisations.
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http://www.jamboree2013.ie
http://www.facebook.com/SIJamboree2013?ref=ts
http://twitter.com/SIJam2013
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Scouters from the 80th Cork, 
Little Island fly the flag for 

Stradbally 2013 from the heights 
of the swiss alps!



Vision 2020  - A Transformation Update  

The Overall Objectives of Vision 
2020:

Our Association is for all its members. It is not the preserve of the Chief Scout, the 

National Officers. The Association is and must continue to be member led.

That said, your National Management Committee (NMC) would be remiss if we did 

not seek to provide leadership, to help us create a vision for Scouting Ireland and 

ensure that our structures and how we organise ourselves, are “fit for purpose” into 

the future.

Such an approach will enable our Association to continue to exploit new 

opportunities (as they arise) and also to ensure we have the capability to address 

emerging challenges which Scouting Ireland will face (as Ireland’s largest youth 

volunteer organisation) over the next 5 to 10 years. The transformation process 

titled “Vision 2020” began in April 2012. 

4.   Ensuring that we have the right 
structures in place to support our 
Groups to deliver an excellent Scouting 
experience across all Scout Counties.  

Three Vision 2020 
Workshops – Completed 
to Date:
As you will be aware from our last 
update, we completed our first 
Transformation Workshop in April 2012. 
Since April, we have now completed 
two more Workshops, the first in 
May, involving our professional team 
(from National Office and across the 
Provinces) and the second in June 
involving, NMC members and other 
elected officers.
An executive summary and the 
detailed outputs from the various team 
breakouts are available on our Website; 
please click on the following links
:
•   Workshop 1  
- 28th April 2012 

•   Workshop 2 
-  25th May 212 

•   Workshop 3  
- 23rd June 2012 

The overall objectives of the process are 
to deliver:
1.   A clear vision for Scouting to 2020, 
providing a shared sense of purpose 
across the Association; 
2.   A Scouting experience which is 
consistently high quality for all our 
members;
3.   Ensuring that our Scouters and 
adult volunteers are provided with the 
necessary training to ensure that the 
Association has the required leadership 
capability for the future;

Vision 2020 - Some Key 
Themes To Emerge To 
Date:
Some of the key themes to emerge from 
these Workshops, have included:

A Vision For Scouting
•   We have being doing Scouting 
for more than a century. How do we 
capture the value of this? 
•   Our image and how young 
people perceive Scouting 
will be vitally important – It                                        
needs to be cool;
•   The Scouting Experience needs to be 
fun, for all;
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https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Transformation/Workshop%20Notes%2028-04-2012.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Transformation/Workshop%20Notes%2025-05-2012.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Transformation/Workshop%20Notes%2023-06-2012.pdf


Getting Our Structures Right
•   We need structures which 
facilitate effective decision making, 
are accountable and maintain our 
democratic ethos;
•   We need to manage the ‘game’ and 
the ‘business’ of Scouting and have 
structures which ensure excellence in 
these core elements of what Scouting 
Ireland does.
•   Current structures - 6 Provinces and 
42 Counties. Is the structure relevant 
and is it working?
•   Structure needs to foster 
empowerment and succession planning; 

Vision 2020 ….. the 
process of consultation 
continues to year end
Your National Officers intend to make a 
proposal to National Council in March 
2013  for  your consideration. This 
proposal will set out a number of options 
for change, open to the Association over 
the next few years.

In tandem with this initiative, we will 
continue the process of consultation 
with the  Youth Forums (Cub Scout, 
Scouts, Venture Scouts and Rover 
Scouts) planned for November – 

Getting The Scouting Experience 
Right
•   Obstacles to excellence include: 
time,  lack of motivation, quality 
of training syllabus, people will 
not travel, lack of respectful 
confrontation (challenge?), power 
struggles, “status Scouters”, we 
don’t manage talent,  no succession 
planning.
•   Key elements of a possible 
Customer Charter (from the 
Professional Team) include: 
Providing our youth members with 
a quality scouting experience in 
a safe environment; provide our 
adult volunteers with the necessary 
support to allow them to achieve 
this effectively; get to know our 
customers, go the extra mile; be 
guided by Law and Promise and be 
accessible, but have down time too.

Building Adult Capability
•   Our Adult Training/Development 
needs to be first class and 
continuous though their leadership 
career;
•   We (our Groups) need to 
be respected as central in our 
communities;
•   We need to empower young 
people, to the greatest extent 
possible;

December  2012 as well as a series of 
Provincial Conferences taking place in 
September to November  2012.

Once this consultation phase (between 
September and November 2012) is 
completed, we will then revise our 
Transformation Proposal based on the 
feedback we will have received across 
the Provinces.

This revised Vision 2020 Proposal 
will then return to the NMC in January 
2013. At this time the NMC will make 
a final decision as to whether it will 
recommend Transformation Proposals 
for consideration by National Council in 
March 2013.   
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How Do You Get Involved?
I would actively encourage all our 
members to engage in the consultation 
process linked to Vision 2020 between 
now and the year end.

You can do this by taking the 
opportunity of attending some of the 
upcoming Youth Forums or by attending 
your local Provincial Conference in 
October or November 2012.

In addition, if any of the themes which 
have emerged from the Workshops to 
date, are of interest to you, feel free to 
share your thoughts with me on any of 
these topics by email at: 
vision2020@scouts.ie

mailto:vision2020@scouts.ie


My name is Casper and I have learned a lot over the last few weeks. I have earned 

my Pioneering adventure skills level 1 badge. I received my badge after travelling 

across a rope bridge that the scouts had made. The bridge was made with 

pioneering poles and ropes. This is my third adventure skills badge and it was the 

hardest for me to earn. Let me tell you how I earned it. 

It all started with our first task a couple of weeks ago, the task was to make the 

tallest thing , that stands on its own , that our lodge could from 12 bamboo sticks 

and elastic bands.  On our first try we put together all the bamboo and made a long 

stick out of the bamboo but we could not get it to stand. With a little help from one 

of the elders we made a few triangles 
and then we made a pyramid with a 
tower. 

The next week we were given a demo 
from one of the venture scouts. Venture 
scouts are cool and know lots of exciting 
stuff. This was a very enjoyable task 
as it started with every beaver scout 
getting a packet of jelly tots and some 
BBQ skewers. We made a square with 
4 skewers and 4 jelly tots. When we 
pushed the corner the square collapsed. 
Then we made a triangle with 3 skewers 
and 3 jelly tots. When we pushed on 
the top the shape stayed the same. We 
then ate the jelly tots and also learned 
that the triangle shape is stronger that 
the square shape. 

We had a hike that Saturday , we 
followed a trail which ended near the 
county campsite.   After lunch we made 
a table and a flag pole, there was some 
pioneering wood on the campsite and 
the elders brought along some sisal. 
We learned about the square lashing 
and the diagonal lashing.  We were very 
careful holding and carrying the spares. 
No one got poked in the eye or bashed 
on the head.  We all helped to build two 
gadgets , but I am not sure that I could 
do it on my own , ( I suppose that when 
I get to other levels that I will be able to 
do that).  
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Hi Beavers 
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At the next meeting each beaver 
scout made a simple knot board , 
we learned all about the reef knot 
and the clove hitch. When we were 
happy that the knot was right we 
sellotaped it to the cardboard. We 
also tied a piece of rope to the 
board so that we could practice our 
knots. Don’t tell anybody but I have 
forgotten how to do the clove hitch 
but I can do the reef knot. I even 
helped Spike with a little rhyme we 
learned, 

“ left over right and under  and then 
left over right and under”.  
No brush handle is safe in own 
house as I have to practice my clove 
hitch.  

We had our log chew outside during the meeting and emptied our memory bags, I 
had some elastic bands , some sisal , a small piece of bamboo and some cardboard. 
We had to explain that we knew why the Elders asked us to do stuff a certain way 
because it is much safer. 

Ok , I have to go now and practice tying my teddy bear to a stretcher . We will be 
doing all about emergencies next month.   



entertainment, but we can also be fall 
into to different traps and dangers. 
The internet is an environment with 
almost no regulation or control on what 
can be placed on it. Some websites 
appear to be quite harmless and 
amusing. However, there is a lot of 
information and content that can be 
unpleasant and damaging. 

We also need to be careful that we 
don’t use internet only for playing 
games, and not for learning purposes. 
Sitting in front of the screen for hours, 
can lead to headaches, backaches or 
vision problems. Too much sitting by the 
computer can be unhealthy and result as 
well in repetitive stress injuries, obesity 
and social isolation. 

It is fair to say that the internet has 
drastically changed the way that we 
interact with the world. We now have 
access to in-depth knowledge, tools to be 
creative and express our creativity, and 
access to people from all over the world.

Hi All,

Hope that you all had a great summer and are all settling back into school and CUB 

SCOUTS! 

I was at a course at the weekend and they did some stuff about the internet – how 

the internet can be great but also how it can be harmful; so I thought that it might be 

helpful to put together some information for your Cub Pack to talk about.

There are also some great websites that you can use to help you to stay safe online 

… why not take one of the quizzes at your meeting night and see how “internet safe” 

you are??!!! Hope that you find the information and the links useful; I certainly found 

the internet very helpful when researching this!

Happy Cub Scouting,

Annette.
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Cub News

It is fair to say that the Internet is one 
of the most popular inventions in our 
history. Millions of people from all over 
the world use it on a regular basis to 
communicate, get and send information 
and play games. When people are on 
the internet, they can receive images, 
text, sound and even video through 
their computer. 

Today the internet has become a 
part of our natural environment. Most 
of us have access to the Internet at 
school and at home, using it for playing 
games, writing e-mails, web-browsing, 
downloading, sharing files, chatting and 
text messaging. Parents and teachers 

consider internet to be an educational 
tool, as it assists with the learning new 
things. 

As computers are part of our everyday 
life it is good to know how to use a 
computer and the internet. We can 
use it for searching useful articles and 
material for finding information that we 
might need for Cub meetings or for 
school projects. 

Web-browsing gives us possibilities 
to learn about new things in life, such 
as other countries and cultures, find 
out about their habits, language and 
discover how people live all over the 
globe. We can also communicate with 
our friends and relatives even when 
they are thousands of miles away. In 
addition, we can make friends in foreign 
countries, and even can talk to each 
other using the advantages of a web 
cam. There are millions of perfectly 
safe sites on the net to find useful 
information, fun computer games and 
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• If people add you to their 
contact list and you don’t know them 
use your blocking function to stop them 
from seeing you on line and then they 
won’t be able to contact you. 
• If you have a profile on IM, 
don’t put too much personal information 
like your contact details, addresses or 
where you go to school. Use a cartoon 
character or symbol instead of a photo.

Use Chat Rooms
Chatrooms can be a great way to stay 
in touch or to meet new people. Often 
these chatrooms can be set up based 
around particular topics or themes that 
you might have a particular interest in.

Be Careful…….
• Remember the anonymous 
nature of the internet makes it easy for 

However we must remember that; 
along with offering a fascinating and 
exciting way to connect with the world, 
the internet also offers new risks and 
dangers like;

• Cyberbullying 
• Seeing inappropriate material
• Getting in touch with people  
 pretending to be our “friend”
• Giving out too much personal  
 information 

Here are some helpful tips for being 
safe on the internet:

Ok , so when I’m 
online I like to ……..

Use Instant Messaging
IM is great for chatting to your friends, 
its quick, you can set up contact lists so 
can see when your friends are on line 
at the same time as you and you can 
talk to more than one of them at the 
same time.

Be Careful …….
• People aren’t always what they 
seem, make sure that the people on 
your contact list are people that you 
know in the real world.; 

people to pretend to be something that 
they are not. Always be careful about 
the kind of information that you give out 
in chatrooms. 
• Report instances where you 
feel something is suspicious or not 
quite right. Tell an adult or someone 
you trust. Try and keep copies of any 
material that you think might help. 
• Never arrange to meet up with 
people you don’t know, that you have 
met in a chatroom, without an adult or 
guardian present.

Using Social Networking 
Sites
Social Networking Sites such as Bebo, 
Facebook, MySpace and Nimble 
amongst others are great for creating 
your own profiles, linking to your friends 
profiles, creating blogs and commenting 
on other peoples profiles and sharing 
photos. 

Be Careful……
• Of giving out too much 
personal information. Remember that 
the information that you put on your 
profile can be seen by everybody. Once 
you place the information /photos on 
the Internet it can be seen and copied/
used by others, i.e. you lose control 
over it, people may attempt to use it 
ways that you never intended. Use 

your privacy settings to protect yourself 
and limit what people other than your 
friends can see and do with your 
information. 
• Remember People aren’t 
always what they seem, You cannot 
assume that the information supplied 
by other users on their profiles is 
authentic. Be careful of accepting 
people into your chat areas. Think 
about the material you are going to 
share with these people. Is it the kind of 
stuff that you want everyone, including 
complete strangers. 
• Of Cyberbullying. Be aware 
that people may use these sites to 
carryout bullying and harassment. 
They may attempt to use material from 
your profile in malicious ways, post 
nasty comments etc. Remember it is 
relatively easy to trace online bullies. 
Keep the evidence and bring it to the 
attention of someone you trust.
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• Of check ins … people can find 
out about your routine ….and there may 
be people that you don’t want to know 
where you are and when.
The latest “thing” on Facebook is “Spillits” 
and “ask.fm”. 
On spillits ANYONE who has your 
address can post a comment about you, 
anonymously, most of the time these 
comments are not nice and can often 
lead to bullying. 
Ask.fm is a place on Facebook where 
people can post questions about you, 
again this is in secret, and sometimes the 
questions can be a bit nasty!

Help Beat the 
Cyberbullies
If you’re being bullied
• Save the evidence 
• Don’t respond in any shape or   
 form to any provocation 
• Tell an adult or someone you   
 trust
• Don’t respond. If someone 
bullies you, remember that your reaction 
is usually exactly what the bully wants. 
It gives him or her power over you. Who 
wants to empower a bully?
• Don’t retaliate. Getting back 
at the bully turns you into one and 
reinforces the bully’s behaviour. Help 

avoid a whole cycle of aggression.
• Save the evidence. The only 
good news about digital bullying is that 
the harassing messages can usually be 
captured, saved, and shown to someone 
who can help. You need to do this even if 
it’s minor stuff, in case things escalate.
• Talk to a trusted adult. You 
deserve backup. It’s always good to 
involve a parent but – if you can’t – a 
school counsellor usually knows how 
to help. Sometimes both are needed. 
If you’re really nervous about saying 
something, see if there’s a way to report 
the incident anonymously at school.

• Block the bully. If the 
harassment’s coming in the form of 
instant messages, texts, or profile 
comments, do yourself a favour: Use 
preferences or privacy tools to block the 
person. If it’s in chat, leave the “room.”
• Be civil. Even if you don’t like 
someone, it’s a good idea to be decent 
and not sink to the other person’s level. 
Also, research shows that gossiping 
about and trash talking others increases 
your risk of being bullied. Treat people 
the way you want to be treated.
• Don’t be a bully. How would you 
feel if someone harassed you? You know 
the old saying about walking a mile in 
someone’s shoes; even a few seconds of 
thinking about how another person might 
feel can put a big damper on aggression. 
That’s needed in this world.

• Be a friend, not a bystander. 
Watching or forwarding mean messages 
empowers bullies and hurts victims 
even more. If you can, tell bullies to stop 
or let them know harassment makes 
people look stupid and mean. It’s time 
to let bullies know their behavior is 
unacceptable – cruel abuse of fellow 
human beings. If you can’t stop the bully, 
at least try to help the victim and report 
the behavior.

Blogging
Blogging can be a great way for you to 
share your thoughts and opinions on 
a whole wide range of things. But its 
important to remember that because 
blogs are on the internet, anyone 
maybe able to look at it. It’s important to 

remember this so you think long and hard 
about what kind of information you really 
want to put out there for people to see.
Be Careful…… 
• Try to limit the amount of 
personal information that you give out. 
People aren’t always what they seem 
and such individuals may use information 
gleaned from your blogs to befriend you 
for their own reasons which may place 
you in danger. 
• Be aware of what you say. While 
it is all well and good to have opinions 
on certain matters, it is important to be 
aware of the impact of what you say may 
have on others. Posting inappropriate 
comments/pictures on blogs can be 
a particularly insidious form of cyber 
bullying. Always think before you type!
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Online Gaming
Online Gaming can be a great way to 
interact and befriend new people while 
playing with or against them. Many 
people enjoy the challenge or competing 
with others or sharing their knowledge 
an experience to improve their skills and 
learn ways to beat the system.

Be Careful…… 
• Don’t give out any personal 
information. Remember when gaming 
online other players don’t need to 
know your real name, address or other 
personal contact details or information. 
Be wary of any other players who are 
looking for such information. They may 
not be who they seem to be. 
• Never arrange to meet with 
someone you get to know through online 
gaming unless you have a parent of 
guardian with you. People aren’t always 
who they say they are and you could be 
putting yourself in danger by doing this.

P2P Sharing
‘Peer to Peer’ File Swapping or 
Filesharing can be a great way to swap 
files that you are interested in, like music 
and movies for example with friends and 
other users on the internet..

Be Careful…… 
• Harmful Material – Be aware of 
the fact that on many P2P filesharing 
systems, files will often be misnamed to 
hide their actual content or even to entice 
people to open them. 
• If you have any doubt about what 
a file may contain, Don’t open it! 
• Using File-sharing software 
can at times compromise your privacy 
and security, leaving you at risk from 
Spyware. It can sometimes lead 
to breaches of your privacy if you 
inadvertently share more of your 
computer files with other file-sharers than 
you mean to. Finally in some cases it can 
leave your computer more susceptible to 
the viruses infecting other machines on 
the P2P networks and to people trying to 
control computers remotely. 
• Illegal Usage - Much of the 
material available on filesharing sites is 
protected by copyright. Infringement of 
this copyright may lead to legal action 
being taken against people who upload 
or download such materials and do not 
pay the appropriate charges levied by the 
owners. 

Ok, so I know what the risks are but what 
do I do if I find some material that might 
be illegal, or I have an experience that 
seems strange or wrong or makes me 
feel uncomfortable?

If you find material that you think might 
be illegal, or if you’re having experiences 

on the internet that don’t seem right, then 
you should do the following:

Report It!

If you come across material that you 
think may be illegal, then you should 
report it to www.hotline.ie. Note that this 
is an anonymous service and you do not 
have to give your name or any personal 
information.

www.hotline.ie exists to combat illegal 
material on the Internet. All reports are 
assessed and where content is found 
to be illegal action is taken you may 
report content you suspect to be illegal 
encountered when using any of the 
following services: 
•   Websites (including sites for mobile 
WAP or equivalent) 
•   Unsolicited email** (spam advertising 
illegal content) 
•   Peer-to-peer file sharing networks 
•   Online forums, bulletin boards, blogs, 
social networking sites 
•   Newsgroups (NTTP) 
•   Online chat rooms or instant 
messaging 

Remember! 

•   If you are not sure if the material is 
illegal or not, it does not matter, report it 
to the Hotline and it will be assessed. 

• The Hotline only deals with reports 
about content on the Internet. This service 
must not be used to report crime or 
suspected criminal activities taking place in 
the “real world”. Any such reports should be 
made directly to An Garda Síochána, either 
at your local Garda station or by using the 
free Garda Confidential telephone 1800 
666 111. 
• Reporting to the Hotline is not a 
substitute for notifying An Garda Síochána. 
Urgent situations where persons may be 
in immediate danger should always be 
reported to An Garda Síochána directly.
TALK TO SOMEONE! 
• If you have a bad experience on 
the Internet, or if you feel uncomfortable 
with any situation don’t be afraid to tell 
some. Talk to parents, friends or a trusted 
adult. 
• The Samaritans (www.samaritans. 
 org) - Lo Call 1850 60 90 90 
• ISPCC (www.ispcc.ie) - (01)   
 6767960 / (01) 6767960       
• Childline (www.childline.ie) -   
 Freefone 1800 66 66 66 
• Barnardos (www.barnardos.ie) -  
 (01) 453 0355/Lo Call: 1850 222  
 300 

Irish information obtained from 
Department of Justice and Equality - Office 
for internet safety

Other useful sites
http://www.safekids.com/quiz/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/8_10/



Rover Chill 50 When? – 26th-28th 
October 

What is it? –Crew 
camping and cooking
Halloween banquet and 
Murder mystery night 
and lots more exciting 
stuff .

Where? - Larch Hill
for all rovers
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Rover Chill  Information
 When – 26th – 28th October      
 For who – Rovers/Rover Advisors
 Where – Larch Hill 
 Cost €35.00 
 
This is a fun fantastic weekend away for rovers from 
all around the country to Network.

What do you need to bring

You camping gear: tents, cooking 
equipment, sleeping bags, ground math’s, 
torches, Food etc what ever you need to 
make the weekend more comfortable for 
you and your crew.
Everyone needs to bring a Halloween 
Costume 
Neckerchiefs/uniform

Activities – All activities will be based in Larch to keep the 
cost of the event down; this was one thing that Rovers 
highlighted at the National Forum.

Some activities that will be taking place:
African Drumming Workshop
Fire writing
Pioneering 
Back woods
Screen printing

On the Sunday morning of the event there will be 
information tents set up on the following:
World Scout Rover Moot 2013 Canada, 
One Programme
Explorer Belt 2013
Rover Way 2012/2016 
Jamboree 2013 
International opportunities

Please note this is a weekend for Rovers to network 

Things to remember

• It’s an alcohol free weekend event.
• Food will not be provided so please make sure to bring 
enough for you and your crew for the full weekend.
• Checking will be from 8pm to 11.00pm on Friday   
 26th October the event will finish at 1pm on Sunday 28th  
 October.

If you have any questions or queries please contact Lucy 
Kay 087 8388681 or e-mail roverscoust@scouts.ie

mailto:roverscouts@scouts.ie
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Rover Promotional 
Video

Here is a Promotional Video produced 
by Rover Scout Rep Maire Fitzgearld 
assisted by Andy Garrard and n 
association with the Communications 
Team.

The Music Used in this video is the 
Dreamer by Ryan Sheridan

https://vimeo.com/48685578


WSJ 2015 Jambassador

Despite being a hectic weekend with almost 70 patrols competing to a very 

good standard the Phoenix Challenge also played host to the Launch of the Irish 

Contingent for the World Jamboree to Japan in 2015. 

Between Friday and Saturday evening a team of 16 young “Jambassadors” (all 

participants on WSJ 2011 in Sweden) spent time going around the participating 

patrols selling the idea of a World Jamboree and delivering expressions of interest 

forms.  

On Saturday evening, after a busy 
day in Castle Saunderson there was 
a special presentation made to the 
16 Jambassadors by the Head of 
Contingent, Stephen Carey, The chief 
Scout Michael John Shinnick and a 
member of the Japanese Jamboree 
Organising Team Mrs. Reiko Susiki.  

Expression of interest forms for scouts 
and scouters will be going online shortly.
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Cois Laoi 2012 
Lord Mayor of Dublin backs ZERO tolerance

Final preparations are now in hand for the International Scout and Guide 

Fellowship gathering which will be held at the Montenotte Hotel from 25th – 29th 

September.  One hundred and thirty delegates are booked in from 17 different 

countries.  

The programme includes a coach trip to Blarney on the Wednesday with a Ceilí 

on that evening whilst the Thursday programme will bring them to Cobh and Fota 

estate with an international evening and campfire.  The programme for Friday will 

see the delegates divided into smaller groups for guided walking tours of the City 

starting at St. Fin Barre’s Cathedral and taking in the Triscal Arts centre and Christ 

Church, Bishop Lucey Park and the English Market.

Local leaders of Scouting and Guiding along with Fellowship members may also 
attend the international evening and dinner on Thursday 27th.  Tickets are €40 
and may also attend the grand banquet on Friday evening at a cost of €50.  The 
Lord Mayor and Chief Scout will also be attending the banquet on Friday evening.  
Bookings may be made by contacting the Cois Laoi Office at the Irish Girl Guides, 
1 Glanmire Road Tel (086) 6614437. Tickets can also be obtained through Elaine 
O’Connell (087) 6606754 or Dave Barry (087) 2714836.
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Director - Youth Programme

- World Scout Bureau Central Office calls for candidature

Youth Programme is the core business of Scouting. Director of Youth 

Programme is a key post in the Strategy and Education team of the World 

Scout Bureau Central Office. This Circular is a call for candidature for 

this position and the job description is attached. Deadline to apply is 30 

September 2012.

More Information Here http://www.scout.org/en/information_events/

resource_centre/circulars/2012/circular_n_26_august_2012

The present World Scouting 
Brand was launched in 2007. The 
guidelines and procedures relating 
to its use and licensing have 
been reviewed. The new licensing 
arrangements present a fair and 
reasonable approach with simple 
procedures. The review has also 
worked on promoting increased 
legitimate use of World Scouting 
Brand by NSOs.
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More Information Here

Scouting Ireland-going places...
To see details of upcoming International events check out our new 
International events section on Scouts.ie

World Scouting embarks on 
strengthening the work on 
promoting former Scouts who have 
been achievers in their field of 
work. The idea is to compile and 
communicate the stories of how 
Scouting has influenced the lives 
of famous Scouts especially in 
preparing them for their successes.

More Information Here

WOSM’s Brands and Trademarks
- Review of licensing agreements in relation to the World Scouting Brand

Famous Scouts
- Former Scouts who are 
celebrities can inspire young 
people to join Scouting

This Circular provides updates 
and useful information on the 
Messengers of Peace Identity 
Guide, World Messengers of Peace 
Ring Badge, Global Network, 
Support Fund, new web platform 
and the International Day of Peace 
Challenge.

More Information Here

Messengers of Peace
- Update from MoP on various topics

http://scout.org/en/information_events/resource_centre/circulars/2012/circular_n_27_august_2012
http://www.scout.org/en/information_events/resource_centre/circulars/2012/circular_n_28_august_2012
http://www.scout.org/en/information_events/resource_centre/circulars/2012/circular_n_29_august_2012




All Meath Scout Bed Push

On Saturday 30th June members of 5th Meath Kells Scouts with help from many 

other Scout groups in Meath put their backs into it as they raised money for the 

Cancer Ward of Our Lady’s Hospital Crumlin in their initiative ‘Teens helping teens’. 

Jack Carey a Scout in Kells completed treatment in Crumlin for Osteosarcoma last 

year and following the amputation of his lower leg his fellow Scouts energetic and 

exciting plan was to have a ‘Bed Push’ through the County. Jack totally embodies 

the qualities of a true Scout, both brave and courageous, he has inspired so many 

of his fellow Scouts and Leaders with his strength and positivity. He continued to 

attend his weekly Scout meetings as much as possible during his treatment.

places but we all kept smiling and were 
driven on by our common goal to raise 
as much money as possible for such a 
great cause. Jack joined the beds in as 
many towns as possible with the biggest 
crowd turning out in Kells as we were 
joined by Beavers, Cubs and Scouts 
and their families to push the beds 
through the town. The day finished up in 
the Kells Resource Centre with a BBQ 
and a bit of dancing (for those with the 
energy) for all.

A cheque for €13,860 was presented 
to Catriona McGloin of The Children’s 
Research & Medical Foundation on 
Wednesday 22nd August in Kells 
Resource Centre, although this amount 
will increase as money is still coming 
in! All monies raised will go directly to 
teenage resources in St. John’s Ward in 
Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital Crumlin 
where Jack spent so much time last 
year and will help provide essential care 
for children and their families as they 
undergo Cancer therapies.

To reach as many towns as 
possible there were 2 beds; the first 
one passed through Dunboyne, 
Dunshaughlin, Trim, Athboy, and the 
second passed through Ratoath, 
Ashbourne, and Navan, with both 
beds finishing up in Kells that 
evening. The local Scout groups in 
each town and surrounding areas 
collected money in each town as 
the beds passed through and the 
Scouts offered local business’ the 
opportunity to sponsor the beds 
as they were pushed through the 
relevant town. It was a day of the 
4 seasons as we encountered 
blistering sun and torrential rain in 
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Note from a parent
75th East Finglas Scout Group

I’ve attached 2 photos my son took at the Phoenix challenge last weekend. He was 

in Raven subcamp and took these 2 shots on the Friday evening just as everyone 

was cooking their evening meals - the smoke hanging in the air looks great! They 

may not be of any interest to anyone but they captured a particular moment! One 

is taken from their campsite and the wider one is a panoramic shot taken near the 

entrance to the subcamp.

Well done also to everyone involved in the Phoenix. It was our lads’ first time going 

and they had a ball. They got silver and were thrilled - they’re already planning 

their comeback for next year!

The 75th East Finglas Scout Group had their annual camp in Kandersteg 
International Scout Centre from the 30th of July, till the 11th of August. They had 
a group of 40 that travelled, which included all the different sections such as 
Scouts, Venture Scouts, Rover Scouts  and leaders. It is the first time for most 
of the group to be there, It was great experience for everybody  and a Brilliant 
Camp.
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Liverpool was Venue for Lough Scouts

The 5th Cork (The Lough) Scout troop went on their summer camp this year 

to Garston in Liverpool. They were hosted by the 6th Allerton Scout Unit who 

provided all the equipment including the tents needed for the camp. After travelling 

for over thirteen hours they went straight into the camp programme which was full 

of excitement and new activities. 

The activities varied from WOW balls, a trip to Anfield, and soccer grounds for 

Liverpool FC. They also went to ‘Awesome’ walls rock climbing centre where 

they had great sport with the Power fan (bungee jump simulator), Abseiling, 

Myke Phillips, scout leader said that one 
of the memories included a great night 
of fun and games which were spent 
with the 6th Allerton Scout Troop with 
the highlight playing Man-hunt in the 
wooded area adjacent of the Scout hut.

Paintballing to name but a few. The 
Patrol Leaders for the camp were 
Jordan Ahern and Brian Hannigan. 
With duty patrols each evening 
taking turns to cook, meals were 
plentiful with each patrol competing 
for the much coveted Inter patrol 
competition of camp trophy. This will 
be announced in September along 
with the Michael O’Brien Memorial 
Trophy for “Scout of Camp” and the 
Dylan Stark Memorial Trophy for “PL 
of the Year”. 
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Phoenix 2012 Log by Matthew Gaynor

 - 7th De La Salle, Bear Patrol

Thursday:

We all met up at the den for 7:30 and for once the bus was late not us, when 

the bus finally did arrive and after we had made sure that the den was clear, we 

left for Larch Hill and the De La Salle bus of banter was on the way to Phoenix 

Challenge of 2012. We unloaded the trailer and got the gear up to the site where 

Flog, Falconer and Big Rod were awaiting our arrival. We sorted the stuff out and 

headed down to the opening ceremony which as per usual dragged out about 

twice as long as originally predicted, when it was decided that the ceremony had 

which certainly showed some promising 
signs for us. Myself and Cathal went 
up to do our first night of scribing, we 
were completely confused and we 
didn’t get the log finished in time. After 
that misfortune we had to perform our 
sketch of the Irish Olympics which went 
well even though we didn’t make it to 
the campfire final. After the sketches it 
was up to the sites and lights out for 12.

Friday:
We got up for 7:30 and made any 
adjustments to the site that would be 
needed while we were off at bases 
for the day. The bases went well and 
we completed most of them with no 
difficulty apart from the pioneering one 
which we took too long on. The bases 

gone on long enough to end, we ran 
to the site and began building. The 
site was done an hour and a half early 
and in general we were pleased with 
progress. The mood was boosted 
by a special announcement over the 
radio from the 3rd Waterford, “Can 
we just say that we think Adam Hayes 
is adorable and we just love his little 
dimples.” The weather had been good 
all day but towards the evening time 
it started to deteriorate and dinner 
took an hour to boil, we ate it, mostly 
because we were starving rather than 
for the actual taste of the stuff. For 
once, the clean up was completed 
quickly and without too much difficulty 
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included estimation, ground to air 
signals, teamwork, communications, first 
aid, emergency, climbing, flying, and of 
course, pioneering. They challenged 
almost all of our scouting skills and were 
enjoyed by our whole team as a group. 
After the bases had been completed we 
headed back up to the site and were 
amazed to find that all our lashings 
were still rock solid and very few of 
them were in need of tightening, the 
weather had held up so far all day and 
we were hoping it would stay that way 
so that all the sisal would dry out and 
we could partake in our favourite activity 
of tightening our totes amazeballs 
lashings. Cathal and I went down to 

the log room once again and after 
completing the log for Friday we went 
back and finished off Thursdays one 
from the night before. When we came 
back it was test meal time and Orla’s 
German Chicken Noodle stew tasted 
amazing, our dessert of Black Forest 
Gateau was also fantabulous. Once 
again the clean up posed little problems 
and we dressed up in our costumes for 
the trade fair, lederhosens… We sold 
Hotdogs and Coke floats and made 
loads of Drachma or whatever it was. 
When the Trade fair was done we went 
up and got changed for the disco, or the 
rave in the cave. After that it was back 
to the site and in to bed.



All Ireland Scout Phoenix Challenge 2012
we got back to camp I went up and 
handed in our oak leaf, stones etc… 
After that we went to do the log and 
were satisfied with all 3 days in it. Later 
on in the evening we had the campfire, 
the 3rd, St. Pauls and Faithlegg’s 
sketches all got into the final and were 
really good, after that we headed up to 
bed.

Sunday:
We were woken up by Adam who had 
decided to return to us for the results 
after scoring 1-1… I mean, becoming a 
godfather. In the morning we took part 
in the Larch Hill olympic games 2012 
and we did very well apart from me 
falling over in the relay race. As soon 
as half ten arrived we sprinted to our 
site and got it taken down, by half one 
we’d been inspected and were ready 
to see where our hard work had got us, 
the closing ceremony seemed to drag 
on forever and we were relieved to find 
we’d got gold standard for the 5th year 
in a row and had finished in 6th place 
overall. We were all satisfied with the 
result and got the DLS bus of banter 
back home to Waterford.

Saturday:
We woke up at 5:30 for our Dublin 
base which stretched the whole 
way along from just South of Bray 
to the North of Dublin City and 
in 6 hours we had to find an Oak 
leaf, 5 churches, 5 emotions, climb 
a mountain, find the names of 5 
stationmasters, collect 5 white 
stones, make a lego city, tell lies 
about ourselves, stalk someone 
down Henry Street, Play 4 games 
of chess, depict emotions, play 
charades and take part in the mini 
olympics… All without a PL as Adam 
had gone off to a Christening match 
so he could hand pass his godson 
straight into that baptismal font. 
We completed all the tasks except 
climbing the mountain as we figured 
that would lose us 140 marks rather 
than gain 100. After we’d finished a 
base at Bray and were on the DART 
to Dublin, about halfway Cathal 
realized he’d lost his shoelaces and 
decided to take one for the team 
and struggle on shoelaceless. When 

Rathcormac Scouts 82nd Cork 
who represented North Cork Scout 
County at the all Ireland Scout 
Phoenix Challenge 2012 last 
weekend which was held in larch 
Hill Scout Centre Dublin where 70 
Scout patrols from all over Ireland 
competed in the all Ireland Phoenix 
Challenge, Rathcormac Scouts 
made history for the first time by 
attended the Phoenix with an all girl 
team who attained Gold Standard 
for their achievements which is 
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phenomenal result. Rathcormac 
Scout Group Council wishes to 
congratulate our Scouts on their 
fantastic achievement and all the 
leaders for the hard work and 
preparation in preparing the Scouts 
for the Phoenix. Rathcormac Scout 
Group also wish to congratulate 
Charleville Scouts and there leaders 
who also represented North Cork 
Scout County and were awarded 
Silver at Phoenix Challenge 2012 
well done to all.



Waddecar 2012 

Thursday 2nd August:

Meet at Carryduff Scout Hall @ 7.00pm with all the gear needed to be transported 

in the van. Van will be sailing on Friday overnight to Birkenhead.

Saturday 4th August:

Boat sails from Belfast @ 11.30am – we need to be at the docks by 10.30am at the 

latest. Boat arrives in Cairnryan @ 1.52pm.

Coaches will pick us up and transport down to Waddecar Scout Centre. Journey 

should take approx. 5 hours so we should arrive by 6.52pm.

Saturday evening will be setting up camp and on-site own programme.

Tuesday 7th August:
Orienteering in Brecon Fells.
Evening – Waddecar Challenge scouts 
briefing
Younger scouts – Olympic themed 
sports night?

Wednesday 8th August:
Coaches collect young scouts to take 
them to Camelot at 10am back at 5pm
Waddecar Challenge begins for older 
scouts

Thursday 9th August:
Young scouts – on-site activities
Older scouts – Waddecar Challenge
Evening -  Closing ceremony/BBQ 
evening?

Sunday 5th August:
Flagbreak is provided on the 
campsite however we can decide 
whether to have our own or not.
Morning – on-site activities – Raft 
building or Canoeing or Orienteering
Setting up camp in afternoon
Evening – opening of County 
Camp?

Monday 6th August:
Coaches will collect us at campsite 
at 9am to take us to Blackpool 
Coaches will collect us at Blackpool 
Pleasure Beach at 6pm
Evening – own programme.
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Friday 10th August:
Coaches collect us at campsite at 10am 
to go to Blackpool Waterpark returning 
to Preston at lunchtime for shopping 
etc. 
Evening – cinema/bowling in Preston – 
coaches will pick us up at 9pm

Saturday 11th August:
Coaches will collect us at 8am for 
sailing from Cairnryan at 3.30pm.
Arrive back in Belfast at 5.45pm.



Rover Scouts from 66th Naomh Eoin Clontarf 

Well done to the 8 Rover Scouts from 66th Naomh Eoin Clontarf who took part in 

the Oxfam Trail Trekker Challenge. Its a 100km Challenge starting in Newcastle 

Co.Down and finishing in Carlingford Co. Louth and must be completed in under 

36 hours. They had two teams of four who both have to raise €2,000 per team with 

all funds going to Oxfam Ireland. Out of the 8 Rovers 7 of them just completed 

their leaving cert so training and fund raising had to take a back seat until it was 

complete and 5 of the Rovers have their debs ball on two days after the walk. So it 

what a challenge!
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2ND  Cork Well Placed in ‘Phoenix’ 

Challenge

All in Cork Scouting were delighted to see the 2nd Cork Troop (St. Finbarr’s Doyle 

Road) finishing in 3rd in the ‘Phoenix’ All-Ireland Scoutcraft Competition held at 

the National Campsite, Larch Hill. Great credit must go to their patrol under Patrol 

Leader Edward Harrington for doing so well.  The four day competition is not like 

sport where the game lasts for eighty or ninety minutes.  

The ‘Phoenix’ starts on a Thursday and runs right through to Sunday afternoon.  

Patrols are totally on their own and depended greatly on each other for support 

and motivation.  From Pioneering to Cooking to project work,  there is no let 

second place were the 91st Dublin 
(Bluebell).  Whilst the 2nd Cork was the 
only patrol from Cork to finish in the top 
ten,  all Cork Patrols did very well and 
congratulations in particular go to the 
41st Cork (Passage West), 46th Cork 
(Glanmire), 49th Cork (Ballincollig) 
and 82nd Cork (Rathcormac) on 
achieving a gold standard.  Scouting 
is indebted to all the leaders, trainers 
who have put in so much time over 
the summer along with many leaders 
and parents who came on board to 
arrange transportation of the gear and 
equipment to and from Larch Hill for the 
participating patrols.  

up from 7 a.m. each morning till 
after 12 midnight each day.  It is a 
tremendous test of endurance and 
belief in each other.  All participating 
teams learn so much from their 
training in the weeks and months 
beforehand and certainly over the 
period of the competition.  There can 
be no doubt that all the members 
of patrols will have developed and 
matured so much over the summer 
that will stand to them for the rest of 
their lives.

The winners of the competition were 
17th Waterford (St. Paul’s) and in 
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Leaders also come to the fore in staffing an event such as the ‘Phoenix’.  This 
year there were 200 staff for the event and that is made up of leaders, rover and 
venture scouts from around the country.  Apart from staffing bases and marking 
campcraft, there also the catering side.  The catering team which included our 
own Ronan Mahony and Pat Bradley worked tirelessly 16 hours a day and 
provided and evening meal and breakfast for over 300 scouts who stayed the 
night before the competition began.  They also provided three meals a day for 
all the staff over the four days, something that often goes unseen but is much 
appreciated by all.







Would you like to become a 

Volunteer with Ireland’s Fastest 

Growing Youth Organisation

Scouting Ireland is now Recruiting Adult Volunteers in all areas of the country. Are 

you looking to volunteer some time to a Community Organisation. Well Scouting 

Ireland has a group close to you and would love to have you along to join us to 

encourage the physical, intellectual, emotional, social, and spiritual development of 

young people so that they may achieve their full potential and, act as responsible 

citizens, to improve society.

Community 
Development?
For adults in Scouting there is a clear 
opportunity to work with the young 
people in their community from all age 
ranges from 6 right through to 26. This 
opportunity will not only allow you to 
help develop the future of these young 
people and their future contribution to 
your area but will also be a lot of fun!

Check out our group Locator to 
find a group nearest you click Here
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Social Outlet?
There is a very close network of adults 
already working in your local Group 
and throughout Ireland that will help 
you develop yourself socially when you 
join. There is a clear support network 
from National level right down to a local 
Group to help you develop and train 
yourself in the skills needed to develop 
the young people in your charge and to 
build your confidence in yourself.

http://www.scouts.ie/join_today/group_locator.html


Outdoors and 
Healthy?

HOW CAN I HELP SCOUTING?
There are many ways in which you can give your time to help Scouting whatever 
your background, gender, age, abilities or skills.

Scouting Ireland adult volunteers get just as much from Scouting as our youth 
members.Do you have a passion for the 

outdoors? Do you see a healthy and 
active lifestyle as essential to a happy 
life? Well why not instill that love for 
the outdoors and that healthier lifestyle 
in the young people you work with? 
Want to develop a Community centred 
spirit in the local youth? That’s one of 
Scouting’s main goals.
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Public Website:- www.scouts.ie

Members:- my.scouts.ie

Email:- communications@scouts.ie

Facebook:- http://www.facebook.com/scoutingireland

Twitter:- @scoutingireland

September 2012

Contacts Coming next month
* Recharge did it do the Trick!
* MPC  Still going strong
* Update on Jamboree 2013   
 and lots more 

http://www.scouts.ie
https://my.scouts.ie
mailto:communications@scouts.ie
http://www.facebook.com/scoutingireland
https://twitter.com/ScoutingIreland



