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Communications Commissioner Intro

Welcome to this month’s issue of Inside Out your monthly one stop shop for all that is happening in 

Scouting Ireland. This month we feature the appointment of a New Chief Commissioner Adult Resources. 

All the national news from the National Secretary and coverage of the first of the Provincial Conferences. 

Also this month we feature  Jamboree 2013. The Who, What, Where and Why. We hope we can answer the 

questions that everyone has been asking.. Don’t miss out make sure you book as the closing date is fast 

approaching. 

Also included this month is our regular features from the Beaver Scout ,Cub Scout and Rover Scout 

teams. Remember if you want to submit an article for next month’s issue then please forward them to 

communications@scouts.ie. Please forward this on to all Scouters and Youth Members in your group. Don’t 

presume they have got it.

Deadline for next month’s issue is 31st October.

See you next month! -  The Communications Team New CCAR Page 8
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Chief Scout Addressee 

Chairperson of the organising committee ,Fellow Scouts and Guides , on behalf 

of Scouting in Ireland Cead Mile Failte go lear go di Corchai , a hundred thousand 

Irish welcomes to Cork City and to Ireland. 

I would like to suggest that this Gathering representing 22 Countries is a 

celebration of the contributions and achievements of people in later life.

  So what should we be celebrating? Well, I think the most obvious achievement 

is that people in some of the poorest countries in the world are actually reaching 

old age. Low life expectancy figures mask the fact that there are millions of older 

people in many of the poorest countries in the world. People aged 60 and over 

the world. These Associations are made 
up of active, older people who are 
demanding that their voice be heard.  
They are not passive recipients of aid.  
They are active agents of change. Older 

represent almost 11 per cent of the 
total world population; and by 2050, 
the number is predicted to rise to 19 
per cent.  The most rapid increase 
in the 60+ population is occurring in 
the developing world. This will mean 
there will be more older people in 
the world than children for the first 
time in history.

This is a huge cause for celebration 
because it demonstrates that 
improvements in healthcare, 
hygiene, water quality, sanitation 
and education are actually paying 
off and helping us to live longer. And 
living longer is an achievement.

People are helping themselves and 
others..

This Association is one of these 
Organisation’s and your presence 
here this week gives a voice to this 
age group and puts a face on this age 
profile. This Gathering is a testament to 
what our founders laid down as a code 
of living and one we can, live, ALL our 
lives. 

The young have no youthful memories 
with which to gild their lives, none of 
the pleasures of retrospection. Neither 
has youth a monopoly of the illusions 
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We should also celebrate the activism 
and engagement of older people 
themselves. Over 2,400 Older People’s 
Associations have been formed across 

of hope, for that is eternal, to the 
end we have something still to hope. 
And here age has the advantage 
in basing its hopes on something 
rational and attainable. Instead of 

At Scout and Guide Gathering Openingg of Scout and Guide Gathering



Fellowship Gathering

From Surinam

in contact with that your stay was well 
worth the journey 

May I wish you all well in the active 
years you have ahead, may I thank the 
organising committee for the invitation 
and their commitment in running the 
Gathering and good Scouting along the 
way with a safe journey home .

Go Raibh Mile Mile Maith agut 

building castles in the air we clear 
off the mortgages from our youthful 
investments. Instead of waiting for 
the winds of good fortune to waft us 
to heights beyond sight, we plant 
and gather our own harvests and 
climb step by step on ladders of our 
own making. And we can celebrate 
this through this Group.  

From a Scouting Ireland 
perspective, we have 45,000 
members with 9,000 adults in 
support , a total of 120 Adults joining 
per month . That’s a Celebration. 
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We are growing 4 % per year. 
Through our Nat. Sec , Sean Farrell 
and our former C.C.A.R  John 
Brennan we have moved forward 
in promoting Fellowship patrols 
in Scouting Ireland . And may I 
congratulate our former CCAR John 
Brennan for pursuing the holding 
of this Gathering here this week 
when our Government has also 
taking an initiative to designate next 
year a year for The Gathering . I 
would hope that you might cherish 
the memories you have gathered 
here and tell those that you come 

Irish Dancing at the Gathering



National Secretary’s Notes

A meeting of the National Management Committee took place on Saturday 

22nd & Sunday 23rd September 2012 in Larch Hill chaired by the Chief 

Scout, Michael John Shinnick.

Child Protection Training for National Boards

The National Management Committee participated in a Child Protection 

Training course specifically tailored for members of National Committees/

Boards, the course was delieverd by the National Youth Council of Ireland. Annual Budgets

The annual budgets were approved by 
the National Management Committee.

Reports

The following reports were noted;

•   National Team for Policy   
    Implementation & Coordination
•   National Adult Resources       
    Committee
•   National Youth Programme   
    Committee
•    National Spiritual & Religious  
     Advisory Panel 
•    International Commissioner 
•    Communications Commissioner
•    Training Commissioner
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•    Chief Executive Officer
•    Provincial Management Support  
     Group 
•    JamÓige 2012 
•    Roverway 2012/Moot 2013 
•    Jamboree 2013 
•    Risk Management, Health & Safety
•    Maryville
•    Campsites & Facilities 
•    Mountaineering Ireland 
•    Gaisce/Duke of Edinburgh
•    Recharge
•    Founders Day 2013
•    Property Committee 
•    Trust Companies and NMC Working  
     Group 
•    OAS & NTPIC Working Group 

Scout Foundation Northern 
Ireland

The proposed changes to the Memo 
& Articles of the Scout Foundation 
Northern Ireland were approved.    

Sub Committee House Keeping

The following was agreed;

The Terms of Reference to be changed 
to appoint the National Treasurer as the 
Chairperson of Maryville and the Chief 
Commissioner (Youth Programme) 
would chair the follow sub committees;



The National Management Committee are pleased to announce the appointment of 
Therese Bermingham to the position of Chief Commissioner (Adult Resources).
Therese has held many positions in Scouting since joining as a Scout in 1976 
including Training Commissioner,  Chairman European Scout Committee and Vice 
Chairman World Scout Committee.  We know Therese will bring a vast experience 
and Scouting Knowledge to the position of Chief Commissioner (Adult Resources)
The National Management Committee would like to wish Therese well in this new 
position.

•    JamÓige 2012
•    Roverway 2012/Moot 2013 
•    Jamboree 2013 
•    World Scout Jamboree 2015

The Ordinary Members on each 
committee will act as the Secretary in 
rotation.

Transformation

The NMC noted an update report on 
the ‘Transformation Process’.  They 
were briefed on the upcoming Provincial 
Conferences  and project plan.

Quality Scout Experience - 
QSE

The National Management Committee 
reviewed a presentation on the ‘Quality 
Scout Experience’ system and agreed 
to pilot the process with twenty Scout 
Groups.
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Appointment of a Chief 
Commissioner (Adult 
Resources)

CCAR appointment will be considered 
at a meeting of the National 
Management Committee  on 6th 
October 2012

The following objectives were 
agreed as priorities for the new Chief 
Commissioner (Adult Resources);
 
•    Wood badge Review to be restarted
•    QSE 
•    Code of good practice
•    Conflict Resolution Policy
•    Structure of NARC to be looked at
•    CPMT

The NTPIC are scheduled to meet soon 
after election and will assist the new 
CCAR settle into new role

Children’s Referendum

The NMC agreed to issue a press 
release stating the NMC of Scouting 
Ireland encourage a yes vote and 
encourage its membership to make an 
informed decision.  The Press Release 
can be seen here

Therese Bermingham New Chief 
Commissioner (Adult Resources)

https://my.scouts.ie/news/article/children%C3%A2%EF%BF%BD%EF%BF%BDs_referendum_-_scouting_ireland_press_release-608.html


National Scout Centres

Larch Hill International Scout & Guide Centre

We know it’s early but preparations are well under way at Larch Hill for the eagerly 

anticipated arrival of Santa Claus and all his helpers in December. The event is 

fully booked out, in record time and we can’t wait. Hope your Beavers Scouts are 

looking forward to it as much as we are.

We have over 900 fans on Facebook, lets go for the push to 1,000. 

Go on, you know you “like” us. Check out our page.

Castle Saunderson 
International Scout 
Centre
We’ve had a small delay in the 
handover of the site; ESB Networks 
haven’t connected the site yet! This will 
take place in mid October. After that it’ll 
be all systems go!

We’re a weekend to recruit Venture 
Scouts, Rover Scouts & Scouters onto 
our Camp Staff team here in Castle 
Saunderson. The Camp staff will be the 
face of Castle Saunderson. If you are 
friendly, reliable, enjoy a good laugh and 
have a passion for delivering excellent 
programme and experiences to our 
guests you’ll love volunteering at Castle 
Saunderson. 

Larch Hill is filled with many natural 
amenities and wild life. Animals that 
can be found throughout the estate 
include deer, rabbits, squirrels, fox, 
badgers and much more. The estate 
is also home to many different rare 
and exotic species of trees, some of 
these are over 150 years old. As you 
travel around the estate you will see 
young trees that have been recently 
planted as part of Larch Hills policy on 
renewing trees on the estate. Maybe 
your group would consider buying 
some trees as your contribution to 
improving the environment. Contact us 
if you would like some help or ideas on 
how to achieve this.

Friday 9th November, training begins 
9pm Cost €10 per person Food will 
be provided Finish on Saturday 10th 
November 4pm.

We’re also looking for all you Pioneering 
enthusiasts out there to come and help 
us develop the Pioneering Programme 
for the centre. Running from Saturday 
10th November from 4pm until Sunday 
11th at midday. Booking for either of 
these events is by email to fgethins@
scouts.ie

9

details of Pioneering Adventure Skills 
training here at the centre that will take 
place next year. We’ll be releasing 
details soon, be sure to book early as 
they are sure to be very popular.

We’re looking for crews and volunteer 
camp staff to help with the running of 
the centre when it’s booked. Think you 
or your crew would be up to the job? 
Call us on 058-54322.

Killaloe – National 
Water Activities 
Centre
So everyone knows that we are the 
National Water Activities Centre. So 
obviously we’re the place to come if 
you want to try out all kinds of water 
activities. But we don’t stop there! There 
is so much to do in and around the 
centre. We have indoor accommodation 
for 30 people available for bookings. 

Beside the centre is Crag Wood which 
is great for orienteering, hiking and 
backwoods. The picturesque village of 
Killaoe is only 4km away with tennis, 
pitch ‘n put and tons of other activities 
to avail of. Of course County Clare has 
loads on offer with the Cliffs of Moher 
and the Burren must see attractions.

Mount Melleray 
Scout Activity & Sport 
Centre

Watch this space. In the next number 
of weeks we’re going to be announcing 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Larch-Hill-International-Scout-Guide-Centre/172892196090790
mailto:fgethins@scouts.ie
mailto:fgethins@scouts.ie


perfect location for you to develop your 
hillwalking skills for any age group or 
skill level. We’ve indoor accommodation 
for up to 54 people. If you haven’t been, 
what’s keeping you?

Conatct Details for National Scout 
Centres:

Lough Dan Scout 
Centre
A recent review on Facebook:
What a weekend, had our group 
camp in Lough Dan and the crack 
was ninety. thanks to all the leaders 
and to all the staff down there. who 
made the weekend possible.. cheers 
lads!!! roll on the next project..
Check us out on Facebook HERE
Did you know some of Lough 
Dan is situated in a Special Area 
of Conservation? We’re in the 
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Larch Hill: 
www.larchhill.org 
Email: info@larchhill.org
Phone: 01-4931410

Castle Saunderson: 
www.Facebook.com/CastleSaunderson
Email: CastleSaunderson@Scouts.ie
Phone: 086-0449354

Mount Melleray: 
www.mtmellerayscouts.com
Email: info@mountmelleray.com
Phone: 058-54322

Killaloe: 
www.wateractivities.ie
Email: info@wateractivities.ie
Phone: 085-8018362 (Weekdays 7pm-
9pm)

Lough Dan: 
www.loughdan.com
Email: bookings@loughdan.com

http://www.larchill.org
http://www.mtmellerayscouts.com
http://www.wateractivities.ie
http://www.loughdan.com
mailto:info@larchhill.org
mailto:castlesaunderson@scouts.ie
mailto:info@wateractivities.ie
mailto:bookings@loughdan.com
mailto:info@mountmelleray.com
http://www.mtmellerayscouts.com


Transformation 2020 in the 

Southern Province

The first of five provincial conferences to incorporate the Consultation on the 

Transformation 2020 for the association was held on the 30th Sept at the 

Charleville Park Hotel Cork.  The Chief Scout Michael John Shinnick speaking at 

the conference with the theme ‘20/20 Vision’ was all about gearing the association 

for the year 2020 and beyond.  He said our current membership is 44,000 and by 

2020 our membership with a conservative 2% per annum growth is expected to 

be 58, 000. He went on to say “Today we are planning for a stronger and more 

relevant scouting movement that will be member led and will improve the overall 

scouting experience. “We have to ensure that scouting stays relevant to young 

2. We want build on our current 
strengths and improve the overall 
Scouting experience for our young 
people and how we deliver this 
experience. A focus on continuous 
improvement provides evidence of a 
real commitment to excellence and is 
not an admission of failure.

people and to the community. “ We 
must focus and harness our efforts 
and resources to deliver needs 
and expectations”  Finally the Chief 
Scout stated we are building on 
scouting’s excellent strengths and 
fostering culture.
There was around 150 in 
attendance on the day and a lot of 
good feedback was recorded.

The reasons for looking at a 
Transformation Process in Scouting 
Ireland are :

1. We need to clearly understand 
the needs, hopes and expectations 
that our young people have for their 
time in Scouting.

3. We need to understand the changing 
world for young people and how they 
think, act and behave, for example:
The growth and importance of social 
media;
The need for instant contact, feedback 
and interaction;
How young people are engaged and 
stimulated by what they do;
How they are influenced by their peer’s 
perception of their interests (Scouting 
etc.);

4. We must ensure that Scouting 
continues to be relevant to young 
people and their communities.

5. We want to bring Scouting to as 
many young people as possible while 
maintaining the quality of the Scouting 
experience

6. We need to match the commitment 
we receive from our adult volunteers 
with a commitment to their development 
and support. We need to examine the 
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extent to which Scouting can work with 
volunteers with differing levels of available 
time and commitment for Scouting.

7. We need to focus our efforts and 
resources to ensure that we deliver on 
the needs and expectations of our young 
people and adult volunteers and ensure 
we are organised and structured to best 
meet our members ‘needs.

Below are the dates and Contact details 
for all the Provincial Conferences

Southern Charleville Park Hotel  
30/9/2012 Neil Collins - 086 047 4307
North Eastern Dowdstown House, Navan 
14/10/12 Gerry Hickey  - 086 047 3457
Western  Galway Bay Hotel 
20/10/12 Brian Webster - 083 128 4726
South East  Tullamore Court Hotel 
11 /11/12 Caroline Healy - 086 047 4310
Dublin  Regency Hotel 
17/11/12 Ger. Smith  - 086 047 3458
North  Castle Saunderson 
18/11/12 Mo Treacy  - 02892 667696



Scouting Ireland welcomes the 

Junior Cycle Reform

Scouting Ireland welcomes the Minister for Education and Skills reform of the 

Junior Cycle and Junior Certificate examination. 

We recognise that the key skills identified for development in the new approach are 

more appropriate for young people learning in the 21st century. The move away 

from content cramming, rote learning and the grind culture is very positive as is the 

implicit acceptance that young people and their teachers require less pressure and 

more flexibility and freedom on their learning journey. 

Scouting offers a positive and complimentary educational programme for young 

people. The key skills identified in the new Junior Cycle: Managing Myself, 

Staying Well, Being Creative, 
Communicating, Working with 
Others , Managing Information 
and Thinking are consistent with 
the educational objectives and 
method of Scouting Ireland’s ONE 
programme and represent a huge 
advance for education in Ireland.

Scouting believes that learning for 
young people is more than what 
happens in the classroom and the 
Minister’s reforms point the way 
to a more holistic approach to the 
development of young people.
It is well understood in international 
research that young people benefit 
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from the positive, out of school, 
educational activity and experiences 
that Scouting offers and this reform of 
the Junior Cycle will allow a harmony 
of approach in formal and non-formal 
learning. 

ENDS

mailto:away.home@scouts.ie


Recharge

This year Recharge took place in Larch Hill on the 14th, 15th and 16th of 

September. 200 Scouts attended a fun filled weekend; activities that were available 

to all included, Fly Fishing, Crafts, Board Games, whittling, Scalectrix, Face 

Painting, Leather Work, Dowsing and Back Woods. During the weekend we had 

teams from Jamboree 2013 and Jamboree 2015. Entertainment was provided by 

Meat & Two Veg on the Friday night; I want to wish a big thanks to our own Noel 

O Connor, Anthony and Alan Green, great craic was had by all. Entertainment on 

the Saturday night was carried out by The Big Kahouna’s, who had all adults on 

the dance floor; I want to thank them also. On the night we also had our Annual 

Recharge auction run by Seamus O Connor, raising €1700 for a very special 

cause close to Scouting; Well done to all and especially to Seamus for 
putting it all together. I would like to thank all who made this weekend 
happen, and especially those ran all of the activities. Thanks to Alan 
Green for feeding us all. 

For more images of recharge check out the Scouting Ireland Gallery Link 
below.

See you all next year,

John Reid - Recharge Coordinator. 
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http://www.scouts.ie/photos/album/72157631641685700/recharge_2012/


Promotional Flyers Ready

The Communications team are delighted to announce that they have now 
completed the last in their series of Recruitment/PR Brochures. The last in 
the series the Rover Scout Brochure has just been Launched.

This brochure now completes the full set and all 5 Brochures are available 
free of charge from your Provincial Office
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I’m Spike and wait until I tell you my story , its so cool.  About seven weeks 

ago we had a log chew and each lodge picked an adventure skill. The only 

trouble was we could not pick a skill that someone already had. I think that 

the Elders wanted us to do something new.  We checked the arms of our 

lodge and we could not do , camping, hillwalking , backwoods, paddling 

,rowing or pioneering. 

We had a choice of emergencies , air or sailing. We asked about Sailing 

and the Elders said that they are working on getting someone qualified and 

it should be able to do at the start of next summer. Our second choice was 

air. 

The next week at our log chew we made a mind map about air.

From this mind map our Elders made out a plan for our meetings and an activity to 
visit the airport. 

The plan was to take six weeks and looked something like this.

Date Details Equipment Scouter in 
Charge 

September  
10th

Make a collage of everything 
that can fly. Put on ceiling of 
scout den.  

Paper , paint , 
scissors , glue,

September  
17th

Hold a paper aeroplane night, 
invite scouts to help build 
planes. See if we can get 
planes to turn, summersault 
etc.

Paper , Markers , 
camera

September 
24th

Outdoors – What can we see 
that flies, Insects, airplane, 
birds .How are they different 
and how are they the same. 

Torches, camera. 

October 1st Make a scale map of the 
airport- using cardboard boxes 
as building  make a model of a 
airport setting out all the main 
areas.

Cardboard 
boxes, Sheets of 
paper

October 8th Why is safety so important 
around aircraft. 

October  
15th

Going on Holiday. Book cinema

October 
20th

Air Activities Day – Falconry 
display and then visit airport – ( 
special treat) – to be allowed 
onto the cockpit of an aircraft 
simulator. 
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Air Adventure Skills 



Our first night we made models of insects , birds, aeroplanes , cut pictures from 

magazines and had great fun with glue and made a giant collage that is now flown 

on the ceiling of the scout den. One of the elders made a fab helicopter out of 

cardboard boxes and painted it electric blue. He called it airwolf. 

The second week was a beautiful night and we stayed out all night making planes . 

Some of the scouts let us in on tricks , such as bending the rudder (tail) so that the 

paper plane will do summersaults.  We had races to see which plane would go the 

furthest and which could do the best acrobatics display. It was great fun. 

The next evening we went on a nature hike , we went exploring into the forest 

where there were many flying insects . We stayed late at beaver scouts and 

two terminals and we had four runways. 
We also had restaurants, shops and a 
museum. 

 The next week we had a fire drill in the 
scout den and talked about what would 
happen in an emergency in an airport. 
What else might go wrong and how we 
must be safe in the airport. We also 
got our boarding tickets for next week’s 
flight. 

What fun ! , when we arrived at the den 
the Elders were all dressed as pilots 
, we had to give out boarding cards , 
go through a search area , drop off our 
bags and then we went through the fire 
exit onto a bus where we had to find 
out seat. When all was ready we were 
driven to the cinema where popcorn 
and drinks were waiting for us and the 
film was just starting , the film was hop. 
When we got back to the den we had 
to go back through the fire exit and 
ourparents were waiting for us in the 
arrivals hall. 

On the Saturday morning we were 
once again on our travels. We went to 
departures and passed through security 
, ( once again without a problem ! ) , our 
first stop was at Dublin Falconry where 
a fantastic display of flying birds of prey 
was put on. I was amazed at the speed 
of the birds and there fantastic eyesight.   
We had some lunch there and then 

explored the forest at night time . There 
was a big clearing where we sat and 
explored the night sky as well. At one 
stage we counted 6 planes in the sky. 
We didn’t see any helicopters but it was 
a great night.  In the clearing we had a 
log chew about the differences between 
objects that fly in nature and manmade 
objects.  It was very interesting. 

The next week was fun , we had to plan 
an airport from the beginning. We had 
building ( cardboard boxes) and we had 
to explain why we were putting them 
in certain places.  The first thing we 
build was a runway and then a control 
tower ( 17 shoe boxes high). We built 

went to Dublin Airport . We once again 
had to go through security ( the real 
one this time – no problems) , we were 
shown around a real airplane that was 
parked on the runway . We then got to 
visit a simulator where we got a chance 
to land( crash ) a plane. When I crashed 
the plane ( it’s very difficult).  I was a 
little sad but not for long as after we all 
had a go we were presented with our Air  
Adventure Skills Level 1 badge. 

Next week we are going to review 
this cycle and then start on more 
challenges. I think I must have earned 
some spices along the way in this 
challenge. I have to go now and check 
my memory bag. See you next month 
for more adventure skills challenges.  
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Santa all set to visit Larch Hill

Larch Hill is pleased to announce that Santa Claus has once again agreed to 
visit the Beaver Scouts in Larch Hill International Scout & Guide Centre. Santa 
will visit Larch Hill on December 8th and 9th. The cost is €15.00 per beaver scout 
and one sleeping bag from each Beaver Colony.

On the day each Colony will visit Elf World and meet the elf’s preparing for 
Christmas and join in their fun and games, before they visit Santa’s House and 
hear a story and receive a gift from the man himself.
All monies raised is donated to a children’s charity and the sleeping bags are 
distributed amounts homeless people in Ireland. 



•    Let dry. 
•    Paint a black pupil in the middle with  
     radiating dark green lines.
•    Draw a line around the pupil with a  
     black marker. 
•    Draw irregular red lines to make  
     eyeball look bloodshot.

Alternative ….. instead of making an 
eyeball yo-yo you could use a ping 
pong ball (you will need to sand it 
first so that that paint will stick), 
attach some string and hang the 
“eyeball” from the ceiling!

Oh yuck... but funny!

 Paint a yoyo to look like an eyeball!

You need: 

•   Wooden yo-yo

•   White, Green, Dark Green and Black Paint and Brush 

•    Fine Point Red and Black Marker 

     Instructions:

•    Paint a 25mm (1”) green circle in the middle of the yo-yo. 

•    Paint white all around the green. 
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Eyeball Yo-Yo

Halloween Special

Backpack Keyring 
Ghosts

This little ghost makes everybody smile.
You need:
 
•    25cm (10”) Square of White Fabric 
•    Plastic key ring clips
•    25mm (1”) White ping pong ball /       
     polystyrene ball
•    2 x 30cm (12”) White cord or string 
•    Two “wiggly” eyes-- 10mm 
•    Pritt stick / glue
•    Scissors 

Instructions:

First you need to tie the centre of a 
30cm (12”) piece of white cord to the 
keyring clip. 

To do this cut a tiny hole -- just big 
enough to fit both ends of your cord 
– in the middle of the 25cm (10”) 
square piece of white fabric.

Feed both ends of the cord through 
the hole pushing fabric up to the 
clip. Put a dab of glue on your ping 
pong ball. 

Put the ping pong ball inside the 
fabric, lining up the dab of glue with 
the cord knot. 

Run a bead of glue down each side 
of the ping pong ball, pressing the 
cord along the glue. Tie the cord 
together at the bottom of the ping 
pong ball. Let dry. Trim the cord. 
Cut another 30cm (12”) piece of 
cord. Tie it around the fabric, just 
under the ping pong ball to make 
the ghost’s head. Glue on eyes and 
decorate with candy corn.



You Need:
 » One 22 X 30 cm (9”x 12”) sheet of  

 Glitter Felt (or Rainbow Classic Felt)  
     in White
 » Fabric glue or hot glue and gun
 » Craft wire
 » Ruler
 » Scissors
 » Needle and thread
 » Black embroidery thread
 » Fabric marker pen
 » Wire cutters
 » Assorted beads and buttons
 » 13mm (½”) (approx.) magnet
 » Polyester fibre to use a filler

Instructions 
Sew or glue two black beads for the 
eyes for the ghost. 
Cut a 75mm (3”) piece of craft wire. 
Attach one black bead to each end and 
twist the ends in a circle to secure. 
Twist the wire until satisfied to form 
mouth. Stitch or glue wire mouth to felt.

Join to the second piece of felt. Starting 
at the top, stitch large running stitches 
or blanket stitches 3mm (⅛”) from 
edges with the black embroidery thread. 
Leave an opening to stuff with polyester 
filling. Finish stitching to close.

21

Halloween Ghost Magnet

String two pieces of black thread or yarn 
with assorted beads. 

Glue or sew to secure ends to hands. 
Glue or sew a button to each hand. 
Twist a small piece of craft wire into 
desired shape and attach to back of 
head. 

Glue magnet to back.

September and October are great 
months for blackberry picking so 
why not head out with your Pack 
on an autumn hike and pick some 
blackberries along the way?! 
Here are some hints and tips on 
which berries to pick and some things 
to make with the berries … if they 
aren’t all eaten before you get back 
to the den!

Which Berries Should You Pick? 
The berries are ripe and juicy when 
they are black. Leave the red ones to 
ripen before picking. 

Now the fun bit- Making Jam 
Blackberry jam is quite easy to make 
and can be a lovely gift.

 7 Easy Steps For Making Jam
1. Weigh the blackberries and make 
a note of how much you have. 
2. Place the blackberries in a 
colander and wash thoroughly in the 
sink, gently turning with your hands 
as you do so. Watch out for any 
foreign articles, discarding everything 
but the blackberries.
3. Place in a large pot and add 
2x15ml spoons lemon juice for every 
1.5kg blackberries. Simmer gently 
until well cooked and softened.
4. Add the same weight of sugar as 
the blackberries, stir over low heat 
until dissolved.
5. Bring to the boil and boil rapidly 
for about 20 minutes, or until setting 
point is reached. Make sure your 
jam pot large enough to allow boiling 
steadily. Skim a spoon gently over 
the top and if it is set it will wrinkle. If 
not, allow to boil for a bit longer and 
test again.
6. Pour into warmed jam jars, (the 
jars need to be cleaned with boiling 

Berry Picking in Autumn



water first and allowed to dry 
completely – you should ask an 
adult to help with this) filling as near 
to the top as you can and place lids 
firmly on top.
7. When cold the jam should be set 
and ready to eat. Enjoy!

Apple and blackberry crumble 
recipe

Serving Size:  4-6
Special Info:
Egg free, Gluten free (if gluten free 
flour used in recipe)

Ingredients:
•   4 large apples
•   1 cup blackberries
•   2 teaspoons lemon juice
•   ¼ cup caster sugar (optional)
•   60g unsalted butter, softened
•   ½ cup brown sugar
•   ¼ cup (gluten-free – optional)   
    plain flour
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Method:
Preheat oven to 180°C. 
Peel apples, core and cut into 
wedges.
Place apples, blackberries, lemon 
juice and sugar (if using) in an 
oven proof dish and stir gently to 
combine. 
For the topping, combine butter, 
sugar and flour – do this by mixing 
with your hands until it looks like 
crumbs.
Stir well to combine and spoon over 
the fruit. 
Bake for 50 minutes or until the 
topping is golden and the apples are 
cooked. 
Serve warm with cream, vanilla low 
fat yoghurt or ice cream. 

Chestnut Trees

Chestnut trees are not native to 
Ireland. 

Currently there is a leaf miner and 
fungus killing these trees across 
Europe which has found its way to 
Ireland.

We can help by planting conkers to 
grow new chestnut trees but make 
sure you have enough room for it 
to grow or you could start it off by 
planting it in a pot. When it gets 
bigger you can give it to someone 
with a large field.

The first thing to do is collect 
conkers in early October. Place 
them with the soft side touching the 
soil. Some will be eaten by slugs, 
snails or squirrels but that’s OK 
they need food too!

In the spring they will germinate and 
begin to grow. When your plants are 
a couple of weeks old transplant 
them into a pot or if your garden is 
not big enough for a 30 meter tree 
you can plant them directly into the 
soil.

The chestnut tree will have its first 
flowers when it is between 15 to 20 
years old.

Over the years we planted many 
conkers that we collected from the 
local trees. Chestnut seedlings are 
great gifts which symbolise  the 
journey that we take through Scouts.

This week a Scouter gave me a gift 
of a globe containing chestnuts that 
they spent over an hour collecting. 
They remembered the symbolism 
and meaning I placed on the 
conkers that we have planted over 
the years.

It is times like this I am reminded, 
like many other Scouters, of the very 
personal and beneficial influence we 
have on those with whom we share 
our Scouting experiences.   I cannot 
think of any better reward than that 
given by this Scouter.  



100 Years of Sea 
Scouting Celebrated 
at Centenary Regatta 

In 1914 the 1st Sea Scout Rowing 
regatta took place in Dublin Bay. On 
Saturday 1st September 2012 Sea 
Scouting celebrated the regatta as 
part of their Centenary Year  with Dun 
laoghaire been the location for this 
year’s event .

The winners of the 98th year old 
premier East Coast rowing race 
for under 17 years where Skipper 
Clancy’s under 17′s crew Simon Prior 
, Cameron Newman, Andrew Malone , 
Lachlan Ellingboe and coxswain Robert 
McGrath. They lifted the much sought 
after Wood-Latimer cup. 

The rowing regatta had teams from 
Dublin and North Wicklow keenly 
contest the several races over open sea 
off  Dunlaoghaire in Dublin Bay. 
To see Images of the day check out 
Scouting Ireland gallery 

template used in the Phoenix Challenge 
2012 to be available to all Scouts and 
Scouters for use locally. The logbook 
guide is available now 
‘Link to Logbook Guide’ 

and the digital template 
should be available in 
October 2012.

Yours in Scouting,
Conor McKeon
Programme Commissioner (Scouts)

The National Scout Team have produced a logbook guide/resource. This guide 

is designed to support all kinds of log books, handwritten, photo logs with text 

captions and logs prepared in word processing programmes. The basic principals 

of what is involved in a logbook are presented in the resource. The resource will 

help with the preparation of personal logs for events like the Crean Challenge 

Expedition or personal logs for projects completed as part of the Chief Scouts 

Award. It will help with patrol logs for County Cups or troop logs for Annual Camp. 

In additional to this resource we will be uploading a digital template similar to the 

National Scout Team

 - Log Book Resource
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https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Scouts/logbooks.pdf
http://www.scouts.ie/photos/album/72157631505568350/sea_scout_regatta_2012/


Togher Awards Night

John Lawlor, Chief Executive Officer of Scouting Ireland was guest of honour at 

the annual awards evening for the 37th Cork (Togher) group.  The scout centre 

was filled to overflowing capacity as John Dennehy Chairman welcomed all the 

various sections along with parents and scouting friends from other sections to the 

event.  Each section had a going up ceremony as part of the evening proceedings.

The evening began with the Scout Prayer and then Brendan Murphy Beaver 

Leader spoke about the Beaver Programme and presented quite a number of 

badges for stage 1 of the water activities before announcing Cillian Gilmore as 

Beaver of the Year amid loud applause.

All-Ireland Scoutcraft Competition 
and was loud in his praise of the 
commitment of the patrol and all those 
who assisted in the training.  There 
were various awards starting off with 
the Scout of Camp Cian Hurley, Best 
Uniform Adam Duggan, Best attendance 

Pat Spillane Macaoimh Leader 
had a number of stage 2 camping 
badges to present before 
announcing various awards.  There 
was a thigh for the award for the 
best attendance between Seán Og 
O’Sullivan and Shane Dwane while 
the Young Macaomh of the Year 
Award went to Connor Kelly.  The 
Jason Desmond Memorial Cup for 
the Macaomh of the Year went to 
Shane Dwane.

In the Scout section Ian Twohig, 
Scout Leader took control of things 
and referred in particular to the 
troop’s entry into this year ‘Phoenix’ 
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shared between Com and Eamonn 
Dwane.  For the Scout of the Year, three 
members of the Skally family John, 
Mary and Claire were their to present 
the ‘Vincent Skally Memorial Trophy’ to 
Eamonn Dwane with John Lawlor CEO 
assisting.

History was made in the 37th Cork with 
the formation of a new venture group 
and the gathering saw two new leaders 
Robert O’Callaghan and Kevin O’Byrne 
renewing their scout promise and 
commitment at the flag before being 
presented with their new neckerchiefs 
and Venture Badges by John Lawlor.  
In turn they called on the other Venture 
Scouts, David Forde, Cian Hurley, 
Troy Garvin, Adam Duggan and David 
Barrett to come forward to be presented 
with neckerchiefs and badges.

A Rover Group has just been launched 
in Togher and again this group was 
launched and welcomed with Anthony 
O’Shea, Aidan McCarthy, Robert 
O’Callaghan and Kevin O’Byrne.

John Lawlor CEO in speaking said 
that Scouting Ireland was the fastest 
growing youth organisation in the 
country and this was supported by 
10,000 voluntary leaders
and adults.  He was loud in his praise of 
all leaders and said he was more than 
pleased with the high standards 
maintained in the 37th Cork in particular.  

He referred to his visit being the first 
to Cork since his appointment last 
March and also the first time he had the 
opportunity to visit the Walter McGrath 
Museum which is a great archive for 
Cork Scouting he said.

The evening finished with light 
refreshments for all.



Eurosea 11, European Sea Scouts 

Leaders Seminar - 19th to 23rd October 2012

Every 3 years since 1985 European Sea Scout leaders and invited observers from 

around the Globe met up at what is called Euroseas. The aims and objectives of 

the seminar, to enable National Associations to share ideas and experiences on 

how to develop Sea Scouting/Guiding or water-based programs in general in their 

own countries.

The host country this year was Denmark and we were welcomed by Sospejder 

(Sea Scouts) of the Danish Scout and Guide Association. The venue chosen a 

partially nautical training centre, in Holmen, Copenhagen .The venue is part of the 

completed before arriving. This method 
was chosen to make understanding and 
completion easier. The venue situated 
in the older part of Copenhagen port 
was a great backdrop that added the coastline which gives great views 

over a very busy shipping lane and 
on a clear day you can see over to 
Malmo in Sweden.
Leaders, guests and observers 
started to arrive on Tuesday. Invited 
observers this year came from USA, 
New Zealand, and Libya. The official 
opening was performed by Hads 
Kolte Olsen National Secretary 
of Danish Scout and Guide 
Association.
The seminar was workshop based 
and this meant participants had to 
come somewhat prepared. During 
the last several months emails 
were sent with homework to be 

nautical theme to many a discussion. 
The programme started with topics held 
outdoors in small groups in what was 
called ‘walk and talk’. Further sessions 
were held in Risk Management, Water 
Activity programme and establishing 
closer ties with your neighbouring 
country. There was first-hand 
opportunity to try the Danish Sea Scout 
standard boat Svendborgjolle and take 
it out into the busy shipping lane. Here 
basic skills of navigation were taught.
National Sea Scout teams were given 
the opportunity to prepare and present 
workshop modules on best practices 
in their Associations. Our contingent 
Stephanie McCann, Kate O’Farrell, 
Brian Gaule and Kevin Rowan chose 
and presented the ‘One Programme’ 
and the training up of new Sea Scout 
leaders. Both sessions were delivered 
by using visual and practical exercises 
completed by the participants.
The seminar agreed on resolution 
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before next Eurosea that National 
Associations present would organise 
one International event. Poland and 
Belgium will start by organising a 
joint crew in Tall Ships race starting in 
Denmark in 2014.
The next Eurosea 12 will be held in 
Bruges, Belgium in September 2014 
.The seminars theme “Developing 
Scouting within Sea Scouting”. The 
programme will reflect this theme with 
new training and programme ideas for 
the scout while afloat.
The seminar concluded on Sunday with 
new members elected to the Odysseus 
committee .They were as follows:

Satu Raudasoja(Finland) ,Ernst-Jan 
Jacobsen(Nederland),Kris Bauters 
(Belgium),Leduc Benoit(France), Ondrej 
Odokienko (Slovakia) ,and Nuno Jacinto 
Bapista(Portugal).



Scout Tri-Athlon starts on the 

Sea Wall, M
alahide

The preparation for the Scout Tri-athlon goes back a number of weeks and never 

stops until the race is run and the den is cleaned up. We were ready for the 163 

bookings made by last Thursday .Scouts from 24th Galway Sea Scouts (Port of 

Galway) arrived early on Saturday night and stayed over in the den. By 10.30hrs 

on Sunday morning other Sea Scout groups started arriving for check in. In came 

Sea Scouts from Dunlaoghaire, Dunlaoghaire Fodhla, Dollymount Wednesday, 

Dollymount Valkyries, Bray, Donabate, and all of the three Malahide sections.

All types of bases needed to be set up from rescue, to recorders, to starters, to 

chefs for the barbecue and most important a tea station serving hot drinks should 

Road and back to the slipway and tags 
the third team mate who kayaks the 800 
metres

Following on from here, relays are run 
over the same course for the under 
13 and under 15 .In the background 
tension is building all the time as the 
large turnout checked in for the Iron 

competitors get cold. On the Sea 
Wall a marquee is erected for 
changing and shelter. Clearing the 
slipway, scouts are brushing the 
broken shells and seaweed away 
to clear the surface for when the 
swimmers arrive.

An ever increasing popular event 
now in its 12th year the Scout 
tri-athlon began after check in at 
noon and first race at 12.30pm.The 
first race run is the under 17 relay. 
First scout swims from the Marina 
Pontoon to the slip way, tags his 
second team mate who sprints the 
1000 metre course along the Coast 

Lady and Iron man. Here all three 
disciplines are competed for, swim, run 
and kayak. This race in the pass has 
being run as one but had to be split due 
to large entry.

The popularity of the event on the scout 
calendar has gone from strength to 
strenght.Skipper Clancy and his crew 
of Malahide Wednesday night leaders 
and scouts have made this event the 
success, it is, today.
In conclusion, Group Leader Robert 
McKernan at the presentation of prizes 
reiterated his thanks to the Wednesday 
Night troop and their co-helpers from 
the Malahide Neala troop, and Friday 
night section 
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Joe Boland Inaugural Calor 

Community Champion 2012

Congratulations to Joe Boland Group Leader with19th Donegal Scout Group 

(Lifford/Clonleigh who was recently  named the Calor Ireland Community 

Champion for 2012. The Donegal Scouter was the unanimous choice for the 

inaugural award by judges.

As part of his prize in being named the Calor Ireland Community Champion, Joe 

has donated the €7,500 prizemoney to the 19th Donegal Scout Group (Lifford/

Clonleigh).

Donkey Sanctuary, the Rainbow Animal 
Rehousing Centre and the Lifford 
Hospital Restoration Centre.

“I feel great. I also just want to say a big 
thank you to all the Scout Members who 
voted for me.

Joe, a scout leader with the group 
said the money will make a huge 
difference.

“It will mean so much to the group. 
We can get new equipment and new 
tents.

“This award is not for me but for all 
the other scout leaders and scouts 
who have never received any 
recognition for their tireless work 
over the years,” he said.
Joe, a photographer with the 
Derry Journal, also received a 
personal prize of €1,500 with he 
is also donating to the Donegal 
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“It’s great to be recognised but it’s also 
great what we can do with this money 
now.



35th Donore Avenue Scouts and 
Venture Scouts volunteer at Dublin Simon 
Community Fun Run 

In the past, the 35th Dublin (Donore 
Avenue) Venture Scouts, have 
fundraised and ran in this event but this 
year they decided to step up to the mark 
to support this worthwhile Dublin charity 
by volunteering their time during the 
day. They were joined by some of the 
Patrol Leaders and Asst. Patrol Leaders 
from the 35th’s Scout Section also. 

The Dublin Simon Community 5 
mile Fun Run has been a much 
needed fundraiser for many years to 
support and prevent homelessness 
on Dublin’s streets. This year’s 
race took place on 6th October and 
saw an unprecedented number of 
walkers, joggers and runners take 
to the 5 mile course around the 
Phoenix Park.
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Our job for the morning was to set up 
the 3 mile water stop and to man this 
stop during the race. Thousands of cups 
were filled with water and handed to 
thirsty race participants as they went 
by. The scouts commented on how 
hard it was to hand a cup of water to 
somebody who is sprinting past without 
stopping. May cups of water were filled, 
spilled and re-filled!

As you can tell from the photograph 
below, we had some time on our hands 
so decided to let everyone know who 
exactly we were as they walked and ran 
past. 

A great day was had by all and we look 
forward to supporting Dublin Simon at 
the Fun Run next year.



Joe Doherty (PSO Western Province) 

Retires after 26 Years
Vacancy for Training Commissioner

Joe Doherty, Provincial Support Officer Western Province has retired from 

Scouting Ireland today after 26 years of service as a professional member of staff. 

Joes scoutlike approach has made him an integral part of the suport teams in 

the west for many years. HIs knowledge enthusiasm has inspired and benefited 

countless numbers of people that Joe has worked with over the years. I’m sure 

you will join us in wishing Joe and his family all the best for the future and hope 

they have many happy years ahead of them. Joe, a scout through and through, no 

doubt will still be around on the volunteer scene with his Group and many of the 

other activities he is involved with.

A vacancy exists for the position of Training Commissioner to be filled 
at the next meeting of the National Management Committee meeting in 
Killaloe on 25th November 2012.Nominations to the National Secretary 
are receivable by a Group Council, County Management Committee or 
by any member of the National Management Committee.

Nomination forms can be found on our website. 
Click on the link to the right.

The closing date for receipt of nominations is 5pm on Friday 9th 
November 2012. Nomination forms can be emailed to natsecretary@
scouts.ie, faxed to 01-4956301 or posted to National Office.
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https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Group%20Leaders%20Mailing/2012/October/22%20-%20Nomination%20of%20Training%20Commissioner%20October%202012.pdf


30

International 
News



World Scout Moot - Insight

This month we give you an insight into the activities which will take place at the 

World Scout Moot.

Cities

Each participant will choose to spend three days in either Toronto, Quebec or 

Montréal

Scouts choosing the Culture Path 
will participate in a discovery activity 
the Canadian Aboriginal Culture with 
Aboriginal groups. It will be a great 
opportunity to exchange and enhance 
each other’s culture. The National 
Association of Friendship Centres is a 

Paths
In each city participants may 
participate in one of four “paths.”

The Life Path is a partnership with 
the Messengers of Peace. The 
Messengers of Peace Program 
is a 10 years initiative of the 
World Organisation of the Scout 
Movement aiming to involve Scouts 
in projects that promote peace in 
the World. With this partnership, the 
Messengers of Peace will undertake 
their first large scale project together 
with hundreds of participants to Life 
Path to spread a message of peace 
in the World through a collective 
action in cities visited by the Moot.  

network of 119 centres from coast to 
coast in Canada. Friendship Centres 
enable the provision of a wide range of 
cultural programs to urban Aboriginal 
people. For more than 50 years, 
the Friendship Centres have helped 
Aboriginal People from the North and 
from reserves to make the transition to 
urban life while preserving their culture 
and values. 

When visiting their selected city, 
participants who choose the Eco-
responsible Path will participate in 
an awareness activity related to the 
conservation of water. ONE DROP 
Canada develops access-to-water and 
sanitation projects in counties where 
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access to this vital resource is lacking. 
ONE DROP is involved in raising 
awareness on water-related issues 
to create a mobilization for universal 
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We will provide you with specially made 
badges which you can sell and make 
€500 towards your fee

You could run an event like a table quiz 
or a race-night

Your Scout Group or Scout County may 
give you a contribution like many did for 
the World Scout Jamboree

You could try get a local company to 
sponsor you and put their name on a 
t-shirt. 
You could ask your local Credit Union 
for sponsorship

access to water and encourage 
people to adopt sound habits for 
preserving this precious resource. 

In the city of their choice, 
participants to Adventure Path will 
have the opportunity to take part in 
deployment of a Shelterbox Village 
in an urban environment. Shelterbox 
provides a roof and material to 
those who are in need when a 
disaster occurs in the World. Since 
its inception, Shelterbox has lead 
200 urgent missions and brought 
help to more than 1,000,000 victims 
in more than 75 different countries. 
Each green Shelterbox supplies 
the equipment needed by a family 
to survive after a disaster (tent, 
blankets, water containers, kitchen 
equipment, etc.). 

How am I going to raise 
the money?

Each participant when they are 
accepted will receive a large 
fundraising pack. This contains hints 
and tips on fundraising and sample 
sponsorship letters and links to 
possible sources of funding.
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The remainder unfortunately will need 
to be saved, or gotten with the support 
of family and friends. The event is still 
10 months away and payment will be in 
very flexible stages so don’t fret! If you 
would love to go but are worrying about 
the cost, contact us and we can chat 
about it…

rovermoot@scouts.ie
www.mootcanada2013.ca

Join-in-Moot activity packs. Not a Rover 
Scout but want to do activities to learn about 
Canada in your section? We have all the 
information you could need!

http://www.facebook.com/Moot2013ScoutingIrelandContingent
mailto:rovermoot@scouts.ie
http://www.mootcanada2013.ca


Connaught MPC Log - 7th De la Salle

Matt Gaynor from the 7th De La Salle Scouts tells us about the 

Connacht MPC which took place in the Maumturks, Connemara, Co. 

Galway last weekend. The weather was magnificent, quite unlike any 

MPC the team have ever witnessed.

quite strong until Cathal decided it 
would be wise to walk knee deep into a 
bog, 500 metres above sea level, and 
I concluded that it would be an even 
wiser decision to jump in after him in a 
valiant effort to save him. How wrong 
we were, all we succeeded in doing 
was getting stuck for ten minutes and 
soaking the insides of our boots. After 
that it’s fair to say that our progress 
slowed down a couple of notches, we 
stopped for lunch at a lake and after half 
an hour of re-vitalising ourselves with 
nourishment we started the 330 metre 
climb to our next peak, to make matters 
worse the mountain side was covered 
in rocks with patches of scree in various 
spots making it next to impossible to 
move at any speed at all. The next few 
kilometres were pretty tough and it 
took a massive effort to complete them 
but we managed it and we saw some 
spectacular views of the Sheefry hills, 
Mweelrea and Croagh Patrick. When 
we did reach the top we slid down to 
base camp on our bums, thankful to 
reach our tents at half 4, we ate the 
remainder of our food and within a few 
hours we were snoring.

Sunday
The final day! Thank god. We got up 
and packed away our tents and gear 
and stuff, we headed to the scouts own 
and reflected on our weekend, actually, 
that’s a lie, the only reason we went to 

Friday
We met up at the den at half 3 
but because of a few technical 
difficulties and misplaced 
kneckerchieves it was closer to 
half 4 before we were on the road 
in Captain Flog’s bus o’ banter. It 
was an eventful journey up. We got 
lost twice, drove on a closed road 
and did the route card in the back 
seat, us absolute rebels… When we 
eventually did arrive at half 8, David 
and Cathal used the local bin as 
toilet facilities while I got on my wet 
gear and Flog checked us in with 
the MPC staff. It was a 6 kilometre 
hike but we made good time and 
even caught the meteor shower as 
it flew majestically over our heads 
while crossing a river. We set up 
camp and were in our sleeping bags 
by half 11.
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Saturday
We arose early for the big hike and 
helped ourselves to the delicious 
breakfast of……. lukewarm pot noodles! 
yummy!!! After our fabulous breakfast, 
we got checked out at 10am and began 
our long trek. We covered the first few 
kilometres fairly rapidly and were going 

the scouts own was to get our badges. 
We sped off at the speed of light as 
soon as we had our badges and walked 
3 of the 6 kilometres to the car park 
before leaving Flog do the rest without 
us while we stood at the side of the road 
waiting for him. I had removed all my 
wet clothes so I was standing with no 
pants on while any passers by stared 
at me like it was unusual or something. 
When flog came back we changed 
into our dry clothes and headed home 
via KFC, needless to say we were all 
delighted it was over.

Click here to view the 
full set of photos 

http://www.scouts.ie/photos/album/72157631660350005/mpc_connaught_2012/


Scouting Ireland’s First Mountain 

Moot - 24th & 25th November @ Tollymore

The Adventure Skills Hill Walking Team will be hosting Scouting Irelands first 

‘Mountain Moot’

On the Weekend of the 24th and 25th November at the Tollymore National Outdoor 

Centre in Newcastle Co. Down.

The weekend will offer a combination of training and skills development 

workshops, skills master classes, old fashioned hiking and good camaraderie 

against the wonderful backdrop of the Mourne Mountains.

workshops. (Please let us know if you 
have any dietary requirements)
The intention is to have an international 
mountaineer as guest speaker after 
dinner on the Saturday Evening. 

All booking should be made via 
national office by the Friday the 12th of 
October using Event Code 12 NE 311 
on the normal national event booking 
forms, but including the workshop 
questionnaire below. The team will 
collate the workshop questionnaires and 
produce a timetable the following week.

Whilst the centre has ample 
accommodation but there has been a 
large amount of interest in the event 
and in the event of larger numbers we 
have secured the option of overflow 
accommodation in local holiday 

There will also be an opportunity 
to get assessed in the hillwalking 
adventure skill should you so 
desire. The weekend will include 
a briefing session for those on the 
Teams Inaugural Expedition to Jebel 
Toubkal (4167m) in the Haut Atlas 
next March (Closing date for this 
expedition is the 30th September)
This weekend is open to any 
member of Scouting Ireland young 
and old and regardless of skill levels 
and qualifications as we believe that 
‘hill walking is for everybody’.
The Cost of the Weekend is €75 
but includes accommodation and 
meals in the centre as well as the 

cottages. There is also an additional option of accommodation on the Friday Night 
in Tollymore, which will be paid locally  

Looking forward to seeing you on the weekend or indeed on the many scouting 
hillwalking events (Sionnach and MPC’s) between now and then.

Dave Batt 
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Workshop 
Questionnaire

https://my.scouts.ie/includes/download/uploads/files/National%20Events/2012/Mountain_Moot.pdf


Scouting Heroes Recognized
Link up with a Scout 
Group in the UK

Recently Scouting Ireland’s Programme unit manager Colm Kavanagh received an 

award for his tireless work for the Messengers of peace global initative.

Since its launch last year, the Messengers of Peace global initiative has helped 

Scouts all over the world to tell their story to a wider audience than ever before. 

Spontaneous on-line networks have sprung up – bringing young people from 

different language groups, cultures and regions together with one purpose – to 

share their experiences of how they have changed their communities. To date, 

projects they have recorded on the MOP web platform show that over five million 

community members have benefitted directly from their work. These scouts are 

truly exceptional.

We  have had a request from a Scout 
Group the county of West Sussex in 
the UK to see if they can find a possible 
Scouting link in the Republic Of Ireland 
with a view to get to know them , make 
contact and eventually meet up for such 
things as visits and camps.
 
The link age group making the request 
is Scout and Explorer Scout Sections so 
10.5 - under 18 years old. 

In West Sussex we have our own Scout 
and Guide International Camp WS2013 
which like so many International 
Jamboree’s provides scouts and guides 
the opportunity to meet , get to know 
and learn about each other where ever 
they come from.

The event is happen next summer 
(3rd-10th August 2013) and the group 
requesting the link would open an invite 
if a link is available. 

If your Group would be interested 
in following up this request you 
can get more details by Contacting 
the International Commissioner at 
international@scouts.ie

Colm Kavanagh of Scouting Ireland 
who has volunteered for over two years 
helping to build the MOP network and 
programs globally. Colm’s tireless 
efforts have helped to inspire millions 
of Scouts. Colm accepted the award on 
behalf of the over 3 million adult leaders 
who work quietly as volunteers helping 
young Scouts to excel!

to see the full list of awardees 
check out the link below

I’m an adult Leader currently working 
on developing my Wood Badge tickets, 
and for my diversity ticket, I thought of 
having the Cub Scouts in my Pack start 
a pen-pal relationship with a Cub Scout 
Pack (or Packs) in Ireland.

Any Cub Scout Packs interested in 
this can contact the international 
Commissioner at international@scouts.
ie
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http://www.worldscoutfoundation.org/news/scouting-heroes-recognized
mailto:international@scouts.ie
mailto:international@scouts.ie
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Castle Saunderson International 

Scout Centre inaugurated on the 

Irish border

Located within the border region of Ireland, between Cavan, Fermanagh and 

Monaghan, the “Castle Saunderson International Scout Centre” will encourage 

greater levels of interaction amongst young people from different religious, ethnic 

and cultural backgrounds. With the help of a EU grant worth EUR 3,45 million 

(through the Peace III and SEUPB programmes), a 30-acre multi activity centre 

has been built, including fully equipped indoor facilities as well as a campsite 

capable of accommodating up to 1’000 people at any given time.

 

Michael John Shinnick, Chief Scout 
of Scouting Ireland, felt that the 
successful completion of this project 
was a testament to the hard work 
and dedication of many people. It 
had been years in the making but the 
results spoke for themselves. ‘The 
“Castle Saunderson International 
Scout Centre” has already received 
international recognition’, he said. 
Colin Lamney, Chief Commissioner 
with the Scout Association Northern 
Ireland, also joined in saying that 
he was delighted to see completion 
of the Centre which will positively 
shape the lives of thousands of 
children and young adults across 
the Republic and Northern Ireland. 
“The Scout Movement has a long 
and proud tradition of helping young 
people achieve their full potential 
and become responsible citizens. 
Castle Saunderson International 
Scout Centre will allow this tradition 
to continue and ensure future 
generations learn the leadership, self-
reliance and team building skills that 
Scouts are famous for”, he added.

In addition to attracting young people 
from a Scouting background, the 
Centre also intends to encourage 
visits from young people from a wide-
range of youth based organisations 
and schools from across Northern 
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 
“This is an excellent cross-border 
initiative which will not only benefit 
children from many different 
communities and backgrounds, 
but also serve to enhance the local 
economy through the provision of 
additional employment and increased 
tourism potential” said Jennifer 
McCann, a Junior Minister in the 
Government of the Irish Republic, 
when speaking at the official 
opening of the “Castle Saunderson 
International Scout Centre” in Cavan.
 
H.E. Michael D Higgins, Uachtarán na 
hÉireann, as well as several members 
of the Northern Ireland Executive 
were present when Scouts from the 
Republic and Northern Ireland came 
together to celebrate the completion of 
a unique project that started ten years 
ago.
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Blackrock Celebrate 60 Years

The 17th/51st Cork (Blackrock) group marked their Diamond Jubilee Recently 

with a great family day in the grounds of Scoil Ursula, Blackrock.  There was 

indeed a great atmosphere with Bouncy castle, loads of eats with the aroma of 

burgers wafting across the grounds.  The weather was ideal and any families 

who did not make it missed a great afternoon.  The organisers spared nothing 

and during the formal proceeding thanks was expressed to all.  There has been 

a great tradition of scouting in Blackrock and that service and tradition continues 

today.  The South County Commissioner presented Service Awards for five 

year adult service to Gerard Kelleher, Stacey Quinn, Seán O’Sullivan, Kevin 

Hickey and Stephen Lynch.  A ten 
year service award went to Shane 
Crowley while a fifteen year award 
went to Val Quigley.  Twenty year 
service awards were presented to 
Kieran Lynch and Roger Cleary.   

The longest serving leaders were 
not forgotten either and special 
awards were presented to Harry 
Kidney, Kay O’Callaghan and 
Kieran Horgan who have over 120 
years service between them which 
is quite remarkable.  They are to 
be congratulated for their untiring 
commitment.
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1st Clare Investiture

1st Clare Shannon Scout Group held their annual investure ceremony on  last 

Thursday night in Tullyvarraga Community Hall in Shannon,  Co. Clare.   The Lord 

Mayor of Shannon, Mr Mike Fleming, honoured the group by attending and was 

on hand to present all the awards. In his speech the Lord Mayor paid tribute to the 

group and looks forward to an invitation to the 50 year anniversary celebrations of 

the group in 2014.

It was an exciting night for the 50 youth members and Scout Leaders with 

numerous parents, siblings, grandparents & friends in attendance.  As is tradition 

the venture section  built a bridge using traditional pioneering scout methods. 

During the ceremony the new beavers swam under the bridge to start their scout 

journey and the 12 year old cubs moving 
to Scouts climbed over the bridge. With 
a true test of trust the new scouts threw 
themselves into the joined arms of their 
new scout team mates and “swam up” to 
scouts, accompanied by much shouting 
and excitement (and that was only the 
adults!).

This year’s event was a celebration of a 
very successful year for the group with 
4 members of the Cub Scout section 
completing their Chief Scout Award, a 7 
person scout patrol were awarded with a 
fantastic silver award & Shannon’s first 
all girl team last weekend completed the 
Connaught MPC.  
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South Kildare County Camp

On the 21st to the 23rd of September the South Kildare scouting county had their 

third county camp in Lacken Co. Wicklow. This was such a fun packed weekend 

and many thanks to the people that helped to prepare this. The camp and bases 

were all Harry Potter themed.

On Friday night we left to begin our overnight hike. This expedition was led by 

the brilliant Loretta. By the time we got to our temporary forest campsite all of us 

were wrecked and starving.  County Staff arrived from the camp-sit and brought 

us chips and we were all so happy to have warm food.  Back on the campsite, it 

was equally eventful, many excited voices and happy faces were all around the 

 Those on the hike had a nice lie 
in and woke to a glorious morning, 
we continued our hike back to the 
campsite. That afternoon, we got to go 
out onto the lakes and canoe everyone 
got drenched and we all had so much 
fun! We also got to participate in the 
Harry Potter themed bases. Such as 
Quidditch, Ollivanders wand making 
and tri wizard tournament. Saturday 
night was the camp-fire and disco and 
a band played. The music and band 
were great. Music was by DjCurly. Most 
of us stayed up late and we all huddled 
around the fire for warmth.

On the last day we dropped camp site 
and had our presentations down at the 
barn. We were sad that we had to leave. 
But already couldn’t wait for next year’s 
county camp! 
By Donna Carpenter – Scout Scribe 9th 
Kildare

campsite.  It was a cold night and hot 
chocolate was going down a storm.  An 
evening disco ensured that everybody 
warmed up before heading back to 
their tents.  It was fun to listen to the 
laughter and chat coming from each 
tent on site and it was a sure sign that 
this was going to be an epic camp.

Base camp had an early start as the 
program was packed solid with things 
to do.  The Scouts were on bases in 
the morning and the cubs were out on 
the water.  Our Venture Scouts also 
had their own program and listening to 
the laughter coming from their camp it 
sounded deadly. 
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To see more Images of the Event check 
out the Scouting Ireland Gallery at the 
following Link

http://www.scouts.ie/photos/album/72157631716168555/south_kildare_county_camp_2012/
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   Conferences
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