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Communications Commissioner Intro

Welcome to this month’s issue of Inside Out your monthly one stop shop for all that is happening in 

Scouting Ireland. This month we feature the Western and North Eastern Provincial Conferences as the 

Transformation Workshop travel around the Country. We feature all the Action from the recent Rover Chill 

event for Rover Scouts. There are plenty of Images to view of these events in the Scouting Ireland Gallery 

so don’t forget to click on the Links. We also unveil new PR resources for all Scouts and Scouters to use.

We also continue our coverage of Activities that have taken place over the Last couple of months. It is great 

to receive all your articles and we are delighted to feature them monthly. Also included this month is our 

regular features from the Beaver Scout,Cub Scout and Rover Scout teams.

This month we are also running a Competition over on our face book page so why not enter.

Remember if you want to submit an article for next month’s issue then please forward them to 

communications@scouts.ie. Please forward this on to all Scouters and Youth Members in your group. Don’t 

presume they have got it.Deadline for next month’s Christmas issue is 30th November

See you next month! - The Communications Team
Beaver Scars Page 10

“Don’t cry because it’s over, 
smile because it happened.” 
― Dr. Seuss
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National Secretary’s Notes

A meeting of the National Management Committee took place on 
Saturday 6th October 2012 in Larch Hill chaired by the Chief Scout, 
Michael John Shinnick.

Chief Commissioner 
(Adult Resources)

The NMC, following an open call 
for recommendations, appointed 
Therese Bermingham to the position 
of Chief Commissioner (Adult 
Resources)

Training 
Commissioner

The NMC in line with rule 151 
agreed to advertise the position 
of Training Commissioner to be 
appointed at the November meeting.

Adults Awards 

The updated Adult Awards Criteria 
was approved subject to noting 
changes suggested by members of 
the NMC.  The following documents 
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will be updated and returned to 
the NMC in November and then 
circulated to Scouting Ireland

• SID 16.04 - Adults Awards 
Criteria
• National Awards Guide Book
• Sample citations 

Uniform Guidelines

Updates were approved to SID 
31.04 - Uniform Guidelines 

Group and County 
Badge Policy

It was agreed to strike SID 38.05 - 
Group and County Badge Policy from 
the policy list as it is now covered in 
the Uniform Guidelines

Policy on Girls & Boys, Women and 
Men within Scouting Ireland Update

The NMC noted an update on the 
‘coeducational policy’.  It was agreed 
that the policy should follow WOSMs 
model and use the working title 
“Policy on Girls and Boys, Women 
and Men within Scouting Ireland” and 
should follow structure of WOSMs 
policy document i.e. (i) Membership, 
(ii) Youth Programme, (iii) Adult 
Resources, (iv) Management.

The NMC consider this further at the 
November meeting.

Vetting FAQs

It was agreed to circulate a list of 
FAQs to the association to explain 
some of the recent changes to the 
membership application process.

This can be seen here; 

OAS

The NMC noted a general update 
on the performance of The Scout 
Shop by Dermot McMullan, General 
Manager.  

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Group%20Leaders%20Mailing/2012/October/23%20-%20Vetting%20Clarification%2010-10-2012%20%28Final%29.pdf


North Eastern Provincial 

Conference

The North Eastern Province held it’s Provincial Conference on the 14th Oct 

in Dowdstown House near Navan Co Meath. The day was broken into two 

different parts. The morning part was run by the province and included 4x 

30min sessions which revolved so that everyone at the conference got to 

attend all the sessions. The sessions included a very informative session 

from the Communications Team titled finding your way around  supports in 

Scouting Ireland.

The afternoon was the 
Transformation 20/20 session. This 
proved very interesting and some 
great feedback was taken on the 
various topics.

To see images from the day check 
out the Scouting Ireland Gallery at 
the link below
 

Session Called You(th) Can do it 
which was about Letting the Youth 
Members take the Lead.
The International Commissioner 
give a presentation on organising 
Trips abroad. The last session 
was  Programme Limits: Your 
Imagination which was a session 
on Programme idea generation. 
Mixed between the sessions were 
Addresses by the Scout Shop, 
Jamboree 2013 and the work Rover 
Scout Moot.
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http://www.scouts.ie/photos/album/72157631874704728/north_eastern_province_conference_2012/


Communications 
Resources Developed

Over the last while the Communications team 
have been developing some recruitment and 
PR materials for use by groups, to assist in their 
efforts to recruit both leaders and attract new 
youth members. These are now available from 
your Provincial office free of Charge.

PR/Recruitment Resources

Recruitment/PR leaflet for assistance in 
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Recruitment/PR leaflet for assistance in 
Beaver and Cub Scout recruitment

Recruitment/PR leaflet for assistance in 
Venture Scout recruitment

Recruitment/PR leaflet for assistance in 
Scout recruitment

Recruitment/PR leaflet for assistance 
in Rover Scout recruitment
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Adult recruitment.
We have recently sent out a national 
mailing to all Groups which included 
a sample of all the above leaflets 
along with  the new design of Scouting 
Ireland PR Car stickers for all Adults in 
the Group and General PR stickers for 
distribution to all Youth Members. 

Scouting Ireland 
Identity Zone

We are pleased to announce the 
launch of our new “Identity Zone” on 
the Scouting Ireland Website. This 
Zone will house downloadable files in 
all format’s for our emblem and Logo. 
It will also include our Emblem and 
Logo Manuals which give details of 
how our emblem and logo should be 
used and how it should be presented 
in various situations. Also included in 
this area will be downloadable  files for 
all our Section Posters, our recruitment 
leaflets, Stationery etc. As we move 
forward this area will be developed 
further and will house downloadable 
files for ONE programme sectional 
graphics and Adventure Skills 
graphics. It would be our intention to 
build this Identity zone into a full and 

complete library of all Scouting Ireland 
Graphics and Support materials. If 
there is any resource that you would 
like included in this then please drop 
me a mail to communications@scouts.
ie and we will try and make it available.
Scouting Ireland Stationery Templates
We have developed New stationery 
templates for use by groups. These 
include Group letterheads Powerpoint 
template for use in presentations etc. 
These will be available shortly for 
Download from the “Identity Zone”.

Please make sure if you have a 
recruitment drive or a PR night coming 

up to request these resources 
from your Provincial Office.

The Link to our new Identity 
Zone is 
www.my.scouts.ie/resources/
identity_zone/about-288.html

Scouting Ireland 
Social Media 
Presence

Lastly Scouting Ireland is now 
embracing Social Media Platforms 
for Promotion and information 
Sharing. These are very popular 
especially amongst our Youth 
Members. Can you please highlight 
to your membership that Scouting 
Ireland can be now be found on 

Public Website:- www.scouts.ie
Members:-  my.scouts.ie
Email:- communications@scouts.ie
Facebook:-     
www.facebook.com/scoutingireland
Twitter:- @scoutingireland

Monthly 
Communication 
Ezine (Inside Out)

To avail of our monthly issue of 
Inside Out you can do one of the 
following. To have it emailed to 
each Scouter, Scout, Venture Scout 
and Rover Scout have their email 
addresses added to the data base 
as part of their details. In this way 
they can get it directly to their mail 
account each month. Otherwise 
it is available each month on our 
Website www.scouts.ie for direct 
download to the public. Also if your 
group would like an article featured 
in the Magizine then forward it to us 
at communications@scouts.ie

Hopefully these supports will help 
in some small way in your work 
in Scouting and remember if you 
require any advice or assistance 
please feel free to contact 
the Communications team at 
communications@scouts.ie

General Stickers Car Stickers

http://www.scouts.ie
https://my.scouts.ie
mailto:communications@scouts.ie
mailto:communications@scouts.ie
http://www.facebook.com/scoutingireland
https://twitter.com/ScoutingIreland


Western Provincial Conference

The Western Province held it’s Provincial Conference on the 20th Oct in 

the Galway Bay Hotel in Salthill. Like previous Conferences the day was 

broken into two different parts. The morning part was run by the province 

and included Jamboree 2013, Rover Scout Moot

the Scout Shop, Jamboree 2013 and the work Rover Scout Moot, the 

International Commissioner on the Gathering.A session was given on how 

to involve the spiritual Spice in programme ideas.

Just before lunchtime the Provincial Training Coordinator Michelle Comer 

Presented numerous wood badge beads and 3rd beads to members of the 

Province.

The afternoon was the 
Transformation 20/20 session. 
This proved very interesting and 
some great feedback was taken 
on the various topics.

To see images from the day 
check out the Scouting Ireland 
Gallery at the link below
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http://www.scouts.ie/photos/album/72157631874355839/western_province_conference_2012/


National Secretary New Scout 

Year 2012/2013 Newsletter

Preamble

This is the first of a series of 3 periodical Newsletters  to keep the 

membership informed of governance matters relating to Scouting Ireland. 

Newsletter titles:

•    New Scout Year (October)

•    Founder’s Day (February)

•    The Out in Scout (June) 

Why these Newsletters
Very good and plentiful news 
items etc.  are published on behalf 
of Youth Programme and Adult 
Resources by the Communications 
Commissioner and hopefully this 
newsletter will compliment both.

National Management 
Committee (NMC)
New Format and proceeds being 
tested to allow the NMC to operate 
more effectively.
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National Council 2013 
(April 20th - 21st 2013)

Draft plans being formulated for 
circulation in early November dealing 
with:
•    Venue Layout
•    Voting (Electronic & Manual)
•    Elections & Presentations
•    Standing Orders Committee
•    Motions & Resolutions Team
•    Facilities at venue
•    Ceremonial events
•    Banquet

Working Groups
An NMC/Trust Body working group has 
been set up to develop the  structures 
required for the future of the 3 Trust 
Bodies.

Also an NTPIC/OAS working group 
to develop communication and links 
with the association’s membership 
and the OAS/The Scout Shop.

NMC Representatives feedback
At NMC Meetings s opportunity to 
ensure that the NMC are kept fully 
briefed on the work and progress of 
NMC Committees, Sub Committees 
and  other appointees has been put 
in place.

Governance Recognition
This scheme will be in place for the 
2012/2013 Scout Year and will not 
create any extra administration for 
Groups or Counties.

It will deal with the 3 areas 
of Statutory Obligation and 
Governance i.e.  Membership, 
Training and Administration Groups 
fulfilling these requirements will 
receive a Compliance Recognition 
Certificate. 

National Office
Queries or clarification on any issue 
or matter can be got from the Office 
Administrator at National Office who 
will link you up with the appropriate 
National Office Staff Member. Or 
contact me at sfarrell@scouts.ie

Communication
1.  Meeting Minutes of all Committees  
     and Sub Committees are           
     circulated to NMC Members. 
2.  NMC Meeting Bulletin is circulated  
     ASAP after an NMC Meeting.
3.  NMC Policy decisions are updated   
     on the Website following each   
     NMC Meeting.
4.  Included in the Inside out         
     Magazine under the title “The        
     National Secretary’s Says” the        
     following information is published:

•    New Adults Members
•    Newly established Groups
•    NMC Meetings Bulletin
•    Tasks & Projects updates 
•    Emerging Trends

Founder’s Day 
(15th February 2013)

This will take place in the Mansion 
House, Dublin and will celebrate the 
first 10 Years of Scouting Ireland and 
the launch of the 2013 Gathering of 
the Irish diaspora.

National Vetting
Any queries you may have on this 
topic can be dealt with by your PSO 
or GSF.



Competition Time

As it is nearing Christmas the Team felt it was time to run another 
Competition and give away a nice prize.

So this month we are running a Caption competition.
Below is a Picture of the Provincial Commissioner from the Western 
Province Auditioning to become a member of the Communications 
team.
What we would like is for you to give us a caption for this image, 
which is Funny but not rude. We are only accepting entries that are 
posted on our Scouting Ireland Facebook page. www.facebook.com/
scoutingireland So if haven’t like us as yet then get over there and 
enter the competition and be in with a chance of winning the prize.

Entries will be accepted up until 15th Dec 2012.
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Den Development Grant

Dear Scouter.

I am delighted to announce that the Den Development Grant 
initiative has been approved by the National Management 
Committee for this Financial Year. The grant will cover a 
variety of items such as Architects Fees, New Windows, 
Ceiling Replacements and building works. The conditions to 
drawing down the grant are as follows:

1. The Group must have its fees for 2013 paid in full by the end of         
    February 2013.

2. The Groups last set of Annual Accounts(in line with previous    
    correspondence on the matter) must have been submitted to the 
    County Treasurer who in turn must have submitted them to the National  
    Treasurer.

3. The grant will only be paid out upon receipt of an appropriate invoice       
     supporting the cost incurred by the Group for which he grant was   
     awarded.

4. Spend must be done by the 31st August 2013, after which time the   
    grant is lost.

If your Group satisfies the conditions above, you can apply by completing 
the application form and submitting them to the National Treasurer in 
National Office by Thursday 13th December, 2012.

To Download the Applications form click on the link

National Treasurer

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Group%20Leaders%20Mailing/2012/October/27%20-%20Den%20Development%20Grant.pdf
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Beaver Scout News

I’m Star and I have earned 
my level1 Adventure Skills 
Emergencies Badge. It was a 
short programme cycle of five 
weeks. But It was very enjoyable. I 
learned lots of very important stuff.
I bring my own first aid kit with 
me everywhere , ( ready for stage 
2). It is surprising what can fit 
into a small bag. I have gloves , 
antiseptic wipes, plasters ,  safety 
pins and a small bandage. I don’t 
have a triangular bandage as I can 
us my neckerchief when I am at 
scouts. 

 A few weeks ago we visited the 
Order of Malta and we had a great 
evening , we had to look after our 
buddy for the evening. We had a 
talk about the basic rules of first 
aid and then we had a few role 
play games. We all had to pretend 
to be in an accident and then 
make a report before helping the 
casualty. 
The week before Halloween we 
were shown how to make wounds. 

It was great fun and I got a huge 
cut across my arm. We then had 
to use bandages to show how 
to fix the wound. Some of the 
wounds ( if they were real) would 
have required many stitches and 
a trip to hospital. I made the same 
wound when I dressed up as a 
vampire for my Halloween dress 
up. 

Last week we were given a 
number of situations and we had 
to phone the operator and ask 
for the service that we needed. It 
was great fun . At the log chew we 
talked about how we can all take 
care of ourselves and how to get 
help when needed. 

At our  log chew tonight we 
emptied our memory bags 
and filled in our maps , seven 
of us were also awarded our 
emergencies badge. 

Our group have bought some new 
kayaks during the summer so we 
are planning to do paddling next 
month , I hope that you can join us 
in that adventure. 

Star 

How to Make a Fake 
Wound

Equipment
• Vasline 
• Red food colouring
• Tissue Paper
• Coco Powder 
• Lollypop Stick ( applicator) 

Method
1.   Mix 2 teaspoons of vasaline  
      with 5 drops of Red Colouring. 
2.   Tear a little square of tissue  
      paper 
3.   Rub tissue paper ( 2 “ square)  
      in some vasaline .
4.   Place Tissue paper where you  
      want the wound. Gather up in  
      centre and smooth out edges.
5.   Using the lollypop stick place  
      some of the red mixture onto  
      the tissue paper. 
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6.   Dab some coco powder around  
      the edges as it makes it look like  
      dried blood. 

You can become very creative and 
even include some chicken bones to 
create complex fractures. 

The effect is very gruesome and do 
not force a beaver scout to make 
a would if they are not comfortable 
with it.

Caution  :  The red food die will stain 
clothes so be careful.    

International opportunities for Beaver 
Groups. 

In 2013 Ireland as a country is celebrating The Gathering. This got me 
thinking about how we can engage in the process. 

I have been in touch with the UK scout association and have started talks 
about how we can help in interacting with groups in the UK. As part of 
their badgework the UK Beaver scouts have a requirement to interact with 
a group outside the UK. As we share the same language and have beaver 
scouts at the same age range we are ideally suited. 

The system would work like this. The UK scout association would have a 
list of groups interested in being twined with an Irish group and Scouting 
Ireland would have a list of Irish groups interested in being twined with a 
UK group.  Contact details would then be passed to the two groups. 

Some of the activities could include:
 
Write Pen pals.
Hold a Skype night.
Hold an Interactive Lodge Quiz. 
Swap campfire songs. 
Swop badges.
Hold an Instant Messaging night. 
Swop programme ideas 
Hold culture night. 
Food night. 
 
If you have any more  ideas please email me at beaverscouts@scouts.ie .



Symbols
The UN symbol is often associated 
with Human Rights Day. 

Theme for Human Rights Day 2012

“Working together to promote 
unity”

With your Cub Pack, what ideas can 
you come up with to work together 
to promote unity?
How can you help your community 
using this theme?

If you were to write a Human Rights 
Declaration – what kind of things 
would you include?

The 10th of 
December is 
also the date 
on which Alfred 
Nobel died. 
Alfred Nobel 
was born on 21 
October 1833 

The United Nations’ (UN) Human Rights Day is held every year on 

December 10th. This day was chosen as it marks the anniversary of the 

presentation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

What do people do?

Events focused on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights are held 

worldwide on and around December 10. 

Many events aim to educate people, especially children and teenagers, 

on their human rights and the importance of upholding these in their own 

communities and further afield.
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Human Rights Day 

Cultural events are also organized 
to celebrate the importance of 
human rights through music, dance, 
drama or fine art.

Background
The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights was drafted between 
1947 and 1948.
The whole idea was to form a basis 
for human rights all over the world .
Would you believe that it is 
available in more than 360 
languages and new translations are 
still being added.

The UN General Assembly adopted 
and proclaimed the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights in Paris, 
France, on the December 10, 1948. 
All states and interested organizations 
were invited to mark December 10 as 
Human Rights Day at a UN meeting on 
December 10, 1950. 

This was the first anniversary of the 
declaration of Human Rights year and 
has been observed each year on the 
same date. 

Each year Human Rights Day has a 
theme.Some of these themes have 
focused on people knowing their 
human rights or the importance of 
human rights education.

in Stockholm, Sweden, into a family 
of engineers. Nobel made a fortune 
during his lifetime, with most of his 
wealth from his 355 inventions, of 
which dynamite is the most famous. 
In 1888, Nobel was astonished 
to read his own obituary, titled 
The merchant of death is dead, in 
a French newspaper. But it was 
Alfred’s brother Ludvig who had 
died. The article upset Nobel and 
made him worry about how he 
would be remembered. This inspired 
him to change his will. On 10 
December 1896, Alfred Nobel died 
in his villa in San Remo, Italy. He 
was 63 years old. 

Nobel’s last will said that his 
fortune was to be used to create 
a series of prizes for those who 
confer the “greatest benefit on 
mankind” in physics, chemistry, 
peace, physiology or medicine, and 
literature. 

Nobel left 31 million SEK (c. 
US$186 million, €150 million 
in 2008), Ragnar Sohlman and 
Rudolf Lilljequist, formed the Nobel 
Foundation to take care of Nobel’s 
fortune and organise the award of 
prizes. 



To celebrate 100 years of sea scouting we are encouraging Cub Packs to 
work towards their Boatman Badges and the Sea Scouting Centenary Badge

Parts of a boat

 

 

Boat Orders

Order    Action
Man your boat   The crew are detailed off by the Coxwain and on the  
   order, take their places in the craft.
Sight your oars Crew checks oars and crutches are ready for shipping
Ship your crutches Crew ship their crutches in the crutch plates
Ship your oars   Crew place their oars in the rowlocks or crutches ready  
   for pulling
Let go foreward/ aft Bowman/ Stroke let go. Coil up and stow the painters
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Once the Nobel Foundation 
and its guidelines were in place, 
the Nobel Committees began 
collecting nominations for the 
inaugural prizes. Subsequently 
they sent a list of preliminary 
candidates to the prize-awarding 
institutions.

 

Mother Teresa, Peace prize 
recipient

Wilhelm Conrad Röntgen received 
the first Physics Prize for his 
discovery of X-rays.

Find out who has received the Noble 
Prize and what for.

Why not have your own Nobel 
Prize Awards in your Cub Pack?
 

Messengers of Peace
All over the world, Scouts are 
running projects that help people. 
They solve conflicts in school by 
preventing bullying, lead peer 
education programs, help the poor 
and the hungry, create solutions to 
environmental problems, and run 
countless other service projects. 
Messengers of Peace is the initiative 
that brings all of this work together. 
 
Every Scout who runs a service 
project is a Messenger of Peace.  
Together, we create a network of 
Messengers of Peace all over the 
world. 
 
All it takes to be a Messenger is 
to run a project that helps your 
community. 
Do you see a problem in your 
community? How could you help to 
resolve it?
Find out more on:
http://scoutmessengers.com

Celebrating 100 years of Sea Scouting
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Order    Action
Shove off   The bowman or other crewmen shoves the boat away  
   from the jetty, landing stage or the bottom should the  
   boat be grounded.
In / Out fenders To be given as separate orders when leaving and   
   coming along side
Stand by to give way  This order is given to alert the crew before ordering  
   “give way together”. The crew lean forward, backs   
   straight and arms extended to the full, with blades in  
   readiness for pulling.
Give way together This is the order to start pulling, and is obeyed   
      together by the whole crew. Timing is taken from the 
   stroke. If only one bank of oars is required, then the  
   order “giveway starboard (or port) is given.
Oars    This is the order to cease pulling. Take one more   
   stroke and sit squarely and upright, oars horizontal   
   and at right angles to the fore-and-aft line of the boat,  
   blades feathered.
Cross gunwale oars Lay the oars across the boat resting on the thwarts.
Hold water   This is an emergency order to reduce or stop the   
   way of the boat by holding the oars at right angles to  
   the fore-and-aft line of the boat and with their blades  
   held still in the water. It should be obeyed immediately.  
   If required to hold water with one bank of oars only,   
   starboard or port is added to the order.
Back water together This is the order to back water together by short   
   pushing strokes on the looms of the oars instead of  
   pulling. If only one bank of oars is required to back 
   water, the order “Back starboard” or “Back port” is   
   given.
Stroke together This is the order for all to give one stroke together. If  
   only one bank of oars is to give a stroke then the order  
   “Stroke starboard or “Stroke port” is given.

Order    Action
Easy all   This is the order to pull less vigorously. If the boat 
   is being turned, the order “Easy port (or starboard)   
   may be given.
Mind your oars This is a warning to the crew to keep the blades 
   of their oars clear of some obstruction. This is an   
   emergency order and should be obeyed immediately.  
   “Port mind your oars” and “Starboard mind your oars”  
   are alternative versions of this order.
Trail oars   The crew pass the looms over their heads, leaving the  
   blades in the water and the oars trailed along the side  
   of the boat. This is for use when passing in restricted  
   waters.
Eyes in the boat An order to the crew when it is necessary to regain   
   their attention
Bow    If a dedicated Bowman is not assigned, this order is  
   given to the bow oarsman, when coming along side,  
   picking up a mooring or other task. If a Bowman is   
   present then the order will warn them to ready   
   themselves.
Way enough   This is the order to bring the boat alongside which   
   requires the crew to pull one more stroke, pass looms  
   of the oars over their heads, boat their oars,   
   unship the crutches and put out fenders.
Toss oars   Toss oars may be used in double banked boats in lieu  
   of weigh enough. The order will lift the oars vertically  
   with the blades fore-and-aft.
Fend off port   This is used to warn the crew to fend off in order to   
   prevent damage to the side of the boat when coming  
   along side.
Unship crutches  Exactly what it says
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Knots and Lashings 
Round Turn and Two Half Hitches
Make sure you can tie up boats 
with a ‘Round turn and two half 
hitches’ 
You can find out how right here!
Pass the running end of the rope 
over the pole twice. Then pass the 
running end over the standing part 
of the rope, and tuck it back up and 
under itself, forming a half hitch. 
Repeat this for a second half hitch

Clove Hitch
This knot is used to attach a rope 
to a pole, it provides a quick and 
secure result. It rarely jams, and 
can in fact suffer from the hitch 
unrolling under tension if the pole 
can turn. Often used to start and 
finish lashings. 
Figure of Eight
This knot is also called the “stopper 
knot”. It is used to temporarily bulk 
out the end of a rope. This can stop 
other knots from coming undone 
or from the rope slipping through a 
hole.

Reef Knot
An excellent general purpose 
knot for tying two pieces of string 
or twine together, the reef knot 
is possibly the most commonly 
used knot for the job, and is easy 
to learn. However, it cannot be 
overly stressed that the Reef knot 
is not a long term or secure knot, 
and it should only be used to finish 
parcels or bindings.
Holding one end of each rope in 
each hand, pass the left rope over 
the right, and tuck under. Then 
pass the same rope, now in the 
right hand, over the left rope, and 
tuck under. An easy pneumonic is 
“Left over Right and Under, Right 
over Left and Under” when tying 
the knot.

What is meteorology?
Meteorology is quite simply the 
study of the weather.
When we talk about weather we 
are concerned with several different 
elements:

 » Wind
 » Pressure
 » Temperature
 » Humidity
 » Clouds

Understanding these and how they 
are generated allow us to predict the 
weather.

What makes the weather? 

Wind
Wind is the movement of air across 
the earth’s surface. Winds blow from 
areas of high pressure toward areas 
of low pressure, down what is called 
the pressure gradient.
The direction from which a wind 
is blowing is very significant in 
weather prediction. In the Northern 
Hemisphere....
North Westerly winds = colder, drier 
weather
Easterly winds = cloudiness and 
precipitation
Southerly winds = warm, humid 
weather

Pressure
Atmospheric pressure by itself 
has little significance in weather 
forecasting. It is the change in 
pressure that is important.
Falling pressure = a storm is 
approaching
Rising pressure = approach or 
continuation of fair weather

Temperature
Temperature changes also are 
significant in weather forecasting. In 
the Northern Hemisphere....
Rising temperatures are associated 
with southerly winds
Falling temperatures are associated 
with northerly winds
Night time temperatures may 
be 5-6ºC lower in rural areas 
than in urban areas because of 
concentrations of man-made sources 
of heat in the cities.

Humidity
Water vapour in the air is what 
clouds, fog, rain, and snow are made 
from. The amount of moisture in the 
air is known as humidity.
Warm air can hold more moisture 
than cold air can.

Relative humidity is the proportion of 
water vapour actually in the air at a 
given temperature. It may vary from 
almost none over deserts to as much 
as 100 percent in thick fog or rain.

Clouds
Clouds often signal an imminent 
weather change.
Rising cloud levels indicate clearing 
weather
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Thickening and lowering clouds 
signify precipitation
The main cloud types are:
 » Cirrus - High and whispy
 » Stratus - Layered
 » Cumulus - Large and billowing

The terms alto, meaning “high”, 
and nimbus, meaning “rain” further 
describe clouds. (e.g. cumulus 
nimbus describe large billowing rain 
clouds)

Fog
Fog is a cloud whose base is on the 
ground. Like clouds, it forms when 
moist air cools below its dew point.
There are 4 types of fog:
 » Radiation fog
 » Advection fog
 » Frontal fog
 » Artic sea smoke

Radiation fog
Forms on still, clear nights where the 
heat of the day radiates into the air 
and cools. It generally occurs in high 
pressure areas with the land cooling 
rapidly.
 
 

Advection fog
Forms when warm, moist air lies 
over cold water. When advection fog 
forms at sea, it is known as ‘sea fog’.
This usually happens in spring and 
early summer whilst the sea is still 
cold. A complete change in weather 
pattern is often required to disperse 
the persistent sea fog.

Frontal fog
Forms where a warm, moist front 
encounters a colder polar front. This 
usually forms as low level cloud 
which can fall to sea level. When 
this happens, land masses and 
lighthouses may be obscured.

Arctic sea smoke
Occurs where cold air flows over 
warmer water. This is because the air 
is very cold and the sea is actually 
warmer (relatively speaking).
This type of fog is rarely 
encountered!
 

Methods of forecasting
Before setting out, you should always 
check the weather for the period you 
expect to be at sea. Although it may 
be clear and favourable when you 
set off, conditions may deteriorate 
rapidly.

The first signs of weather changes 
can be spotted by using the above 
observations in conjunction with the 
information portrayed in the official 
forecast.
For the mariner, weather forecasts 
can be obtained from:
 » Shipping forecast issued by the   

 Met Office 
 » The harbour office
 » Teletext
 » Radio broadcasts
 » The Internet
 » Telephone and fax services
 » The coastguard
 » Navtex (electronic navigation and 

weather information system)
NB: The shipping forecast tends to 
be quite general so it is best to gain 
more detailed weather information for 
your area as well
 
Understanding the shipping forecast
The shipping forecast is split into 4 
main areas:
1. General Synopsis
2. Shipping areas
3. Inshore waters
4. Costal stations
The inshore waters section gives the 
forecast for the costal regions of the 
UK. Weather details reported here 
are:

 » Wind direction and speed
 » Weather
 » Visibility
 » Sea state

The last part of the forecast is from 
the costal stations. They report such 
details as:
 » Wind direction and speed
 » Visibility
 » Pressure and tendency (e.g.   

 rising/ falling etc

Understanding the 
terminology
The above marine forecasts seem 
pretty simple, but hidden within 
them is a whole host of important 
information. Notice that words such 
as ‘soon’ and ‘rising slowly’. These, 
and many words like them, have 
particular meaning in a shipping 
forecast.

Times:
Imminent = any time within the next 
6 hours
Soon = 6 to 12 hours from time of 
issue
Later = beyond 12 hours from time of 
issue
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Wind:
Veering = a clockwise wind shift
Backing = an anti-clockwise wind 
shift
Cyclonic = an anti-clockwise rotating 
wind movement
(e.g. easterly veering southerly) 

Pressure:

Steady no appreciable change.
Rising or falling slowly not enough change to appreciably affect the 

wind speed.
Rising expect some decrease in wind
Falling expect some increase in wind
Rising quickly usually leads to a rapid drop in wind speed
Falling quickly expect a marked increase in wind strength, 

but not usually to gale force.
Rising very rapidly usually follows the passage of a low centre 

and may indicate stronger wind from a new 
direction.

Falling very rapidly expect a gale to develop very soon if it has 
not already done so.

Now falling implies that the pressure has only just 
started to drop, so we don't yet know how 
quickly it is falling. All we can say is that the 
trend is possibly towards poorer weather.

Now rising likewise, the pressure was actually falling 
until very recently - but maybe there is now 
a move towards better weather.

Visibility:
Good = more than 5 miles
Moderate = 2 to 5 miles
Poor = up to 2 miles
Fog = less than half a mile
Haze = a dry atmosphere
Mist = atmosphere is relatively 
wet

New Provincial Officer for the West

Scouting Ireland are pleased to announce the Appointment of 
Noel Leahy as the New Provincial Support Officer for the Western 
Province. The announcement was made during the Western Provincial 
Conference over the weekend by Chief Executive Officer John Lawlor.
Before making the Announcement John paid tribute to former PSO Joe 
Doherty and this was met with a standing Ovation from the assembled 
crowd.

Speaking about the appointment Provincial Commissioner for the 
West, Brian Webster welcomed Noel onto the team and said he was 
looking forward to working together to help further develop the Western 
Province.



On Saturday morning, after the 
early, impromptu yurt pitching 
base, the 60 of us were divided 
into 4 groups to delight in the 
plethora of bases and activities. 
African drumming seemed to be 
the highlight – with some even 
discovering their hidden talents 
while some of us pretended to play 
along while day dreaming about the 
British Olympic Diving Team. Tai Chi 
let us strengthen our inner selves 
and catch up on sleep lost and 
the less said about the swing we 
pioneered with no swing the better! 
While all this was going on a small 
q even developed to get our t-shirts 
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Rover Chill

It certainly was Chilly the weekend the Rovers took over Larch Hill! Apart 

from the disagreeable weather (whatevs, we’re HAM) I think I can speak 

for all attendees at Rover Chill that it was AB FAB! The first night involved 

some questionable mingling (awks) games for everyone to get to know 

each other. It was a nice chilled evening - the bomb dot com but also 

so cool it was freezing, flakes of snow even fell! Craic was had, tea was 

drunk, banter shared and guitars even strummed! So as the ground got 

crunchier and tent zips froze the loveliest Rovers from Cork, Meath, Dublin, 

Clare, Kildare, Donegal, Limerick & Tyrone headed for bed.

emblazoned with the fantastically 
chilling weekend logo. 
The evening continued with 
a competitive cardboard box 
backwoods campfire bake off. 
There were a few tears shed, some 
bitter looks thrown and several 
unrepeatable words uttered but 
the obvious winners were chosen. 
They were content with a standard 
‘miles ahead of the others’ from the 
Masterchef judges, and though still 
awaiting their prize *ahem* they 
humbly accepted the honour. 
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The heat of the Millennium room was a welcome venue for our eat-
together and as we were poignantly reminded of the literary prowess 
of Dr Zeuss we dined on arrange of dishes as diverse as coco-
pops, noodles in a mug, sandwiches, takeaway and chicken curry. 
Needless to say the leftover staff spag bol went down a treat. 
It was after the feast when the ‘chilling’ really went out the 
window as the costumed rovers attempted to unravel a murder! 
Unfortunately, crime solving is not included in the One Programme 
and ill-equipped with the necessary skills, hardly any of us had any 
idea of where to start. Perhaps the deadly pursuit of consuming 
heroin or a sherry fuelled Monsignor influenced the outcome? There 
was even some entertainment from a singing baby, trying to land a 
record deal. Sadly, the record producer promised, never showed. 
Morto! The attractive solicitor and the ruthless inspector read out the 
results and shock horror it was the......
Fire Writing was next on the agenda. The burning letters spelling out 
Rovr Chill (Oh, was that an E?) really reminded us who we were. 
Also, they looked deadly. (See the photo) Staying true to the name, 

we chilled a bit more that night, some 
of us played some brain-burning games 
and tried to stay warm in the yurt of two 
fires. The clock going back meant that 
we said we’d go to bed at 1.04 and then 
an hour later at 2.04 went to bed at 1.04 
– YOLO!
Waking up to the rain in a tent is never 
a good feeling, but Sunday again 
provided an abundance of talkshops. 
The day started for some at 9, others 
at 10 and for some not at all – damn 
clocks going back. Don’t even get me 
STARTED on Roverway, Rover Chill, 
Rover Rover, the Jamboree, the Moot in 
Canada or suicide prevention… I’m an 
expert in all three topics. All talked out 
we printed the last of our free t-shirts, 
dropped yurts, dropped our soaking wet 

tents and woke the last of the sleeping 
beauties to the misty drizzle.

All too soon we said our unwelcome 
goodbyes, just as the rain stopped, in 
a short but super sweet final meeting. 
Best costume prizes were awarded, go 
the Clontarf Hunter(!) the best CHILL 
cake prize was forgotten and while we 
were at it we also forgot to thank the 
one gal who made all our dreams come 
true, Luce the Goose… you know we 
love you! xoxo Gossip Girl

Check Out the Photo Gallery for more 
Photos at the Link below

Written By 
Eleanor Costello

http://www.scouts.ie/photos/album/72157631893700389/rover_chill_2012/




Bronze Honour Award Presentation

I’d like to tell you about a young Scout from Kells in Co. Meath named Jack 

Carey.

Jack was diagnosed with Ostio Sarcoma which is a tumour on the lower 

leg in August 2011.  Jack was admitted to the Oncology unit of Crumlin 

Children’s hospital where he under went treatment and chemo therapy 

from August until April 2012.

Jack would spend three out of 
every four weeks in hospital and 
would usually be released on a 
Friday when the only thing he 
wanted to do was go to his Scout 
meeting.  In October 2011, Jack 
had his leg amputated and even 
managed to be back at his Scout 
meeting within 10 days.  He was 
fitted with a prosthetic leg in 
December and at no time did his 
positive outlook on life wane or 
falter.
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In June this year, the Scouts 
from Kells along with Scouts and 
Scouters from many Groups in 
Gleann na Boinne Scout County 
organised the all Meath Bed Push 
where they raised funds that have 
been donated to Crumlin Children’s 
Hospital and so far they have raised 
€14,500.

In recognition of Scouting under 
Adversity, the Bronze Honour Award 
is awarded to Jack Carey.



reputation; they are the ones who 
take the initiative, the ones willing to 
take the lead, willing to share their 
skills with others. But most of all 
they’re not afraid to make mistakes 
and learn from them. They know 
what it’s like to be in the dirt and to 
have to recover!

For Scouts;
• * between the ages of 14 and 17
* who have completed at least 1 
Sionnach/MPC and/or have good 
mountaineering experience
* who are physically fit
* who have an interest in learning 
the finer points of mountain 
navigation

PEAK is a week-long training 
adventure for Scouts run over 
Easter week in Cappnalea Outdoor 
education Centre in Kerry. For 
any scout over the age of 14 with 
hiking experience who wishes 
to be challenged this is a unique 
opportunity. It is an intense roller 
coaster of a week; from Good 
Friday, 29th March to 5th April 2013, 
participants are immersed in a week 
of challenge and adventure. The 
climax of the week is an overnight 
expedition in the heart of the 
Reeks, which every other aspect 
of the week has been preparing 
them for: team building, leadership, 
navigation, orienteering, initiative 
exercises, route planning, mountain 
skills … 

Teamwork, self-reliance, problem 
solving, a spectacular setting 
facilitated by experienced and 
enthused staff all contribute to 
a unique personal development 
experience. PEAK veterans 
have more than just a deserved 

* who embrace challenge
The cost of the week is €250 per 
scout.

Maximum number of participants 36, 
all places are fully booked each year 
and places book up fast so book 
early.

What the Participants say:
o “I don’t want to go home!!!”
o “I wish I’d prepared more so I’d 
have been fitter”
o “I have learned a lot about map & 
compass & I feel I work better with a 
team now than before I came”
o “it was one of the best experiences 
of my life so far”
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o “thank you, it was so much fun”
o “Peak was absolutely amazing.
o It was challenging and tough going 
but that’s what made it so good. 
o The Expedition was brilliant, totally 
relying on ourselves as a group, that 
was the good bit. 

o It was an unbelievable experience, 
the whole thing, making new friends, 
learning new things and having the 
brilliant view of the Kerry landscape.
o It was just one hell of a week I will 
never forget.”

PEAK



Why not invite a scout group
Why not invite a scout group

from overseas to Ireland next yearfrom overseas to Ireland next year

and be part of The Gathering?



Follow us on Facebook :  

THE STAR SCOUT SHOW 

Contact us on:  

Scoutshow@dublin.ie 

 

Star Scout Show Team 

6 Ferns Avenue,  

Fernsbridge,  

Monasterevin,  

Kildare  
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Expression of interest form

Are you interested in taking part in the Star Scout Show 2013 on the 
23rd & 24th March 2013 in St Patrick’s College, Drumcondra? Can you 

put an Act together?

For more information or to express your interest early, fill in the attached form and return to Olivia Murphy 
(Secretary, Star Scout Show Committee) at scoutshow@dublin.ie or by post to Olivia Murphy, Secretary, 
Star Scout Show Committee, 6 Ferns Avenue, Fernsbridge, Monasterevin, Kildare by Friday, 16th

November.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Group name
Contact name

Contact address

Phone (H) Phone (M)
Email

Type of act in mind

Number participating (please indicate)
Beavers Cubs
Scouts Venturers
Rovers

Adventure Skill Contact 
Details 

Air Activities – contact greg boyd or 
Pauline lucas at adskills.cp@scouts.ie

Backwoods – contact Stephen Coffey or 
Pauline Lucas at adskills.cp@scouts.ie

Camping – contact Pat O Connor or 
Pauline Lucas @ adskills.cp@scouts.ie

Emergencies – Contact Niamh Mc Lane 
or Pauline Lucas @ adskills.cp@scouts.
ie

Hillwalking – contact Dave Batt at 
adskills.hillwalking@scouts.ie or Pauline 
Lucas at adskills.cp@scouts.ie

Paddling – Contact Daniel Kennedy or 
Pauline Lucas  at adskills.cp@scouts.ie

Pioneering – Contact Pat O Connor or 
Pauline Lucas at adskills.cp@scouts.ie 

Rowing – Contact Cian O Gradaigh or 
Pauline Lucas at adskills.cp@scouts.ie

Sailing – Contact Gearoid O Rian or 
Pauline Lucas at adskills.cp@scouts.ie

Assessment Dates

Rowing
10th Nov ’12 Killaloe
23rd March ’13 Howth 
1st April ’13 Howth 
18th May ’13 

Emergencies
25th Nov ’12 Dublin
13th Jan ’13 Dublin
21st April ’13 Dublin

Air Activities – one on one

Hillwalking – Moot Nov 23rd to 25th 
Tollymore
Morocco Expedition – March ‘13

Sailing – Nov 10/11 ‘12 Kilaloe Staff 
Jan 20th ’13   Dun Laoighre
Feb 4th ’13   Howth
Feb 24th ’13   Dollymount
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International 
News

International News

A full list of international Events is 
now listed on the website. We have 
recently updated the page with UK 
Jamborees that are taking place in 
2013

You can check them out along with 
many more on the website at the link 
below.

Japanese Jamboree

Dear Friends in Scouting,

I am looking forward to welcoming 
you to the 30th APR Scout 
Jamboree and the 16th Nippon 
Jamboree. We will be delighted 
to meet friends from all over the 
world.

As you may know, Japan is 
confronting challenges at present. 
Last year, we experienced a 
devastating magnitude 9.0 
Earthquake and tsunami. However, 
18 months later, recovery and 

reconstruction are well underway 
with the support from the many 
Scouts and Scouters all over the 
world. I would like to express my 
sincerest gratitude to all the Scout 
families in the world. Recognizing 
that hosting 

30APRSJ/16NJ and the 23rd World 
Scout Jamboree is a challenging 
task, we relish the challenge and 
are determined to ensure the 
two Jamborees are resoundingly 
successful. Positioning the 
Jamborees as the core mission of 

the Scouts of Japan and inspired 
by the can-do spirit of Scouting, 
we are applying ourselves 
wholeheartedly to the hosting of 
these events. These Jamborees 
are a wonderful opportunity
to strengthen the ties of friendship 
among Scouts, enabling them to 
combine their

energy, talent and commitment in 
new ways. Moreover, to see with 
one’s own eyes how Japanese 
Scouts have responded to the 
challenges our country has faced 
recently reveals the importance of 
the “Be prepared” motto in daily 
life.

Let’s make these Jamborees a 
celebration of Scouts’ enthusiasm, 
creativity and worldwide unity.

To View the 2nd Jamboree 
bulletin Click Here

https://my.scouts.ie/resources/international/international_events-309.html
https://my.scouts.ie/news/article/japan_2013_bulletin-635.html


The Chief Commissioner Youth 
Programme Ian Davy has put 
together a presentation which is 
very timely warning of the dangers 
of Driving over the winter Period to 
Scouting Events.

You Can Download the Presentation 
from the link to the right 

With the winter on top us, and 
many Scout Meetings and 
Activities involving long distance 
driving  / poor conditions / low 
visibility, it is important that we 
take care when driving ourselves 
and indeed others.   With us all 
having less and less time – try 
and give yourself enough time 
to get to an activity based on the 
conditions of the day – MIND 
YOUR SPEED, If your late your 
late.  
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Winter Driving Advice

https://my.scouts.ie/news/article/winter_driving_advice-634.html


Sea Scouts celebrate 100 years of Sea 

Scouting on The North Bull Wall

5th Port of Dublin Sea Scout’s (Dollymount) celebrated 100 years of 

Sea Scouting on the North Bull Wall. On the 23rd October 1911 the 

Dublin Port and Docks Board gave permission for the 2nd Port of Dublin 

(Clontarf) to build a club house for the purpose of Sea Scouting.The 

letter concluded a nominal yearly rental charge of one schilling will apply. 

I certainly hope they have kept up their payments?

catch the 4m high tide with light rain 
began at 09.30hrs. The five races 
completed in time before the tide 
dropped. Malahide took 1st place in 
the u14′s in a very close race, 1st 
place in the u 17′s followed by Bray 
taking 1st place in the u15′s and 
Dollymount 1st in the u13′s.
The final race of the day was a 
special Centenary Race which 
consisted of an U13, U14, U15 and 
U17’s rowing together as one crew 
in the race. As with all the races 
on the day the coxwain was U17. 
Malahide Wednesday Troop took 
first place in the Centenary Race. 
Thanks to 5th Port for a great event 
and being great hosts.

The North Bull Wall was created 
to help prevent Dublin Port silting 
up.The task was given over to 
Captain Blythe to commence in 
1820, he formerly and famously 
known Sea Captain of the HMS 
Bounty.

Last Sunday several Sea Scout 
groups from the former Dublin Sea 
Scout Local Association,Dublin 
County Local Association and the 
North County Wicklow Association 
took part in a Centenary East 
Coast Skiff rowing regatta on the 
North Bull Wall. An early start to 
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Down & Connor  Rover Scouts & Scouter 

Conquer Ben Nevis!

On the weekend of 2nd-4th October, 6 Rovers/Scouters from Down and 

Connor (Eamonn McEvoy, Olivia Downey, Decky McGeogh, Caolan 

Malone, Connor Morgan & Claire McAroe) climbed the highest mountain 

in the UK&Ireland- Ben Nevis (1,344m). We left Belfast on Friday 

morning to take the ferry to Cairnryan then 2 bus journeys later arrived 

in Fort William for the climb the following morning. We knew it was going 

to be a tough day when one of the locals told us about the first section 

“heart attack hill” the evening before.

After lunch we finished the climb 
up to the top, meeting a lot of other 
people on their way down who kept 
saying “you’re nearly there, well 
done”... An hour and a half later we 
still hadn’t reached the summit.
Then we came around the corner 
and saw It - the peak. The highest 
place we would set foot in the British 
Isles. One final push and just as 
we lifted our heads we saw the 
real peak and realised we still had 
another bit to go.

We had made our way into pairs for 
the final part so that everyone could 
walk at a pace that suited them best 
and, as one of the slower walkers; 
it was great to see everyone at the 
top.

We got up bright and early on 
Saturday morning and began our 
journey to Ben Nevis. Turned out 
it’s an hour’s walk away from the 
town itself so that added a bit of 
extra time (and effort) onto our 
journey.

We were pretty blessed with the 
weather, only being caught in 
one or two spells of rain. After 
a grueling first few hours, we 
stopped along the way to have 
some lunch pretty much in the 
middle of the track as there wasn’t 
much shelter on the mountain..
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The clouds had come down towards 
the end and lifted just as we all 
regrouped so we had an absolutely 
spectacular view of what we had 
achieved.

After taking a lot of photos, racing 
like children to get into the storm 
shelter for a sit down and a few 
snow ball fights, it was time to get 
back to a warm shower.
We made our descent and decided 
to go off track a little. Not the best 
part of our plan as it was loose shale 
and steep the whole way. It’s safe 
to say I was incredibly happy to get 
back on to the path again!

Then we made it back to the 
park (where the trail begins) and 
remembered about the hour walk 
we still had to do to get back to the 
hostel. When we finally made it 
home, we had a well-deserved sit 
down followed by trying to muster up 
the strength to get up and shower. 
When we smelled and looked like 
civilized people again, we went out 
for a wonderful Chinese meal.
On Sunday morning we made 
our journeys back to Belfast and I 
personally slept the entire way.
A fantastic weekend was had by all 
and everyone did brilliantly during 

the climb. It was nice to use all the 
skills we had learned through our years 
of Scouting and put them to use to do 
something we can all be proud of.

Well done to everyone and especially, 
Eamonn McEvoy (D&C Rover CPC) 
for organising such a brilliant trip.



4th Louth Beaver recieve Chief 
Scouts Award

4th Louth Beavers from St. Oliver’s Scout Group in Drogheda are 
awarded the Chief Scout Award.

10 beaver scouts from St. Oliver’s Scout Group in Drogheda were 
recently awarded their Chief Scout Award by Group Leader, David 
Walsh.  The boys who are all aged 8 and 9 were the first in the Group 
and in the County of Louth to be presented with this honour.  This was a 
very proud moment for the boys, their families and their leaders, Elaine 
Molony, Jane Coyle & Willie Reilly.  The Chief Scout is the highest 
award a beaver scout can achieve in Scouting and it is a tremendous 
achievement.  The award took just over 8 months to complete.  It 
involved numerous elements of scouting and various challenges, one of 
which was a 10k hike.  The Chief Scout Award is centred on assisting the 
personal development of the youth member.  The boys deserve a huge 
congratulations for their hard work.
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7th Meath Dunshaughlin - Gathering 2013

Venture Scouts and Rover Scouts launched the Gathering 2013 at Croke 
Park on Sunday 9th September. They had to pull out two large flags one 
with the Kilkenny colours and the other with the Galway colours it was 
done in front of a packed stadium of over 82,000 people no pressure . 
Each panel had to be straight and in perfect timing to music.
The flags were reused for the replay of the Kilkenny V Galway match 
on Sunday 30th September and the Venture Scouts and Rover scouts 
were asked to do it again as they had done such a brilliant job at the 
Gathering Launch. Thank you to Suzann Carton and Damien Herilihy for 
this fantastic opportunity.



Chief Scout comes to Carryduff

The Chief Scout made the long trip North on Sunday 21 October to join the 

29th Belfast in celebrating the end of a week of investitures and to take part 

in the Group Mass Parade. What many of those present didn’t know was 

that the Chief had another (secret) reason to come to Carryduff.

At a reception in the Scout Hall after Mass three of our  leaders received 

well-earned rewards for their long commitment and dedication to Scouting 

in Down and Connor. 

  

The Chief addressed a packed 
Scout Hall, outlining his vision for 
Scouting Ireland in the coming years 
and thanked the whole leader team 
for their service. He then joined 
us for a Group photograph and 
was presented with a 29th Belfast 
neckerchief and badge as a memento 
of the visit.
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Siobhan Laverty, Beaver Section Leader receives her 
Silver Merit and 20 Year Service awards

Jerome Dawson, 
Beaver Section 
Leader and 
County Chairman 
is awarded 
the Order of 
Cuchulainn and 
30 Year Service 
Award

Pat Polin, Venture Section Leader is presented with 
his Silver Merit Award



Ballincollig Scouts Visit RNLI Station

Last week as part of their water safety programme, the 49TH Cork 

(Ballincollig) Scouts (Wednesday Night) travelled to Crosshaven to visit 

the RNLI Station. The Scouts were met by Ashley Smyth LSSO (Lifeboat 

Sea Safety Officer), Jon Mathers PRO and Garry Heslin DLA (Duty Launch 

Authority) who took the scouts through what was involved in a typical 

rescue operation. 

The Scouts were involved in a role play situation, which showed how 

quickly things can go wrong when out on the water and how vital the 

call being received, to the water 
launch, which is very impressive as 
it took some of the scouts longer 
than that to get the gear on! All of 
the personnel manning the RNLI 
stations are volunteers and rely 
on the public for support. It is a 
vital part of our rescue services in 
Ireland. The important message 
that was taken out of the visit was 
if you get into difficulties when you 
are out on the water, make the call 
immediately, do not wait until it is too 
late. All of the rescue services will 
tell you that rescue is always better 
than recovery!

A special word of thanks again to 
Ashley, Jon and Garry for all the 
hard work. They have extended an 
invitation to any Group who would 

proper equipment is. They were 
also shown the equipment which 
the volunteers of the RNLI use 
each time they go out on a rescue 
and some of them got to try it on. 
Which wasn’t as easy as it may 
seem!! The rescue boat used 
in Crosshaven is an Atlantic 75 
affectionately christened “Miss 
Betty”. They were taken through 
all of the equipment on board, and 
the training which the crew have 
to undertake in order to be able to 
man it. They were also shown how 
to launch the craft. It takes only 
six minutes from the emergency 
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like to visit the station to contact 
them to make arrangements.

We would also like to congratulate 
the 15 Scouts who were presented 
with the Heart saver CPR 
AED accreditation and Level 5 
Emergencies Badges, within the last 
few weeks. The Scouts had been 
working through the badge levels 
over the past year. They were taken 
through other emergency first aid 
and were instructed and examined 
on the CPR by Brendan O’Keeffe 
and Barry O’Leary of Leighis 
Training. Thanks to Brendan and 
Barry for compiling the course in 
such a comprehensive way to suit
the needs of the Scouts.
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Brian Boru Venture Scout 
Forum

23 Venture Scouts took part in 
a county forum on the 6th and 
7th October 2012, hosted in 
Craigavon. 
The weekend started off with 
a host of team building and 
adrenaline packed activities 
including wall climbing, archery, 
canoeing and banana boating at 
Craigavon Watersports Centre.

The group then took part in 
a forum at Lurgan Scout Den 
discussing a variety of topics 
including Scouting Ireland’s 
Vision 2020.  In attendance 
at the forum was Brian Boru’s 
County Commissioner Danny 
Hagan who lead the discussions 
and got great feedback to take to 
the County and Provincial teams.  
Four representatives were 
elected to go forward to 
represent Brian Boru Venture 
Scouts at the Provincial Forum 
in December.  They are: Ryan 
Johnston (Newry); Martin 
O’Donnell (Newry); Barry 
McCowigan (Lurgan); and 
Meabh O’Kane (Lurgan).

One Rover was elected to go 
forward to represent Brian Boru 
Rover Scouts: Niall Gannon 
(Armagh).

The group also elected a 
management team for the Brian 
Boru Venture Scouts to help run 
and lead the county programme.  
They are: Chariman, Christopher 
Devlin (Cookstown)

Muff Scouts tough it out on 
Derryveagh MPC
A team of 4 very tough Scouts, led by John McGroddy from 9th Donegal Muff 
took part in the Derryveagh MPC in October 12.
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Duncannon Fort – Wexford

We arrived at the well know Duncannon Fort at 11am on Saturday morning. 

After a short time settling in and putting our bags in the main hall, we all 

ran off to investigate the dungeons – where the leaders thought it was 

funny to lock us all in a dark cell. Ha Ha. After lunch we went to the beach 

and broke up into two groups.  Some enjoyed crab fishing and the others 

played cricket (which I was brilliant at) – then we all swapped over and it 

was our turn for crab fishing. We caught a large crab (which we nicknamed 

cauliflower) , and after reading the story about the message in a bottle 

being washed up in passage east, we marked the crab with the DLS logo 

and returned him to the sea again.

fun. Then we all headed off to the 
beach again for a brilliant game of 
espionage and after the loss of 2 
head torches and some clothing 
we eventually got back to the fort. 
Before bed, we had some games, 
a spelling competition and a 
discussion on our likes and dislikes 
in cubs. We all gladly went off to 
bed at about 11.30pm and with all 
we had done all day – it didn’t take 
them too long to get us all to go to 
sleep. Mind you, I suppose the fact 
that Paul said any messing during 
the night and we would have to 
clean the boys toilets in the morning 
and that they were extra stinky didn’t 
hurt.
 

 Before dinner we had and 
investiture for all our new cubs, 
it is nice to have more new faces 
joining our group, they all seem 
to be settling in well. For dinner 
it was spaghetti Bolognese or 
pasta and cheese. There was 
garlic bread as well that some 
of the scouts tried to cook in 
the fire but they burned it and 
it was disgusting!!! After such 
a big day, we were all starving. 
When darkness fell we were 
running around the cells, then 
we all turned off our torches, 
it was frightening but so much 

Sunday 28th October 2012.
 
We got up for breakfast at about 
7am. We were all in a hurry to eat 
up and then put away our gear to 
get the most out of our last few 
hours in the fort. And of course the 
rain came but we didn’t care.
 
We went back for another play in the 
cells and everyone was eager for 

another go at crab fishing, we used 
up the last of the bait of fish heads 
and guts and bits of fish I didn’t 
know existed ( I dropped my line in 
the sea ). Then we went back to the 
den for a few more games before it 
was time for us all to bid Duncannon 
a farewell at 1pm.
 
Desmond Kavanagh and Aoife 
Casey.
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29th Belfast

BIn celebration of 50 years of Bond Films, the legend of James 

Bond 007 was recreated by the 29th Belfast Venture scout group 

during an evening reminiscent of famous Bond film, Casino Royal.

As the red carpet stretched out from the entrance of the scout Den, 

the Bond doubles arrived, suited and booted in their black-tie attire.  

As they mingled around, trying to outdo each other with daring 

tales of espionage and escapes from impenetrable fortresses, 

the call went out, where are the Bond girls?.  Several secret calls 

and after what seemed like an eternity; they eventually turned up 

in their limousines.  On-lookers thought the Hollywood Oscars 

Pat Polin ( section leader) ensured 
their every whim was catered for.  
Then hush descended on the group 
as Bond stunt double, Eamonn 
McKnight appeared through a cloud 
of smoke, somersaulting 5 times, 
diving under tables and as if by 
magic strolled up the assembled 
group with not a hair out of place 
and welcomed his prodigies.
The ventures were divided 
into teams but by the end of 
the evening only one could be 
victorious. The games included 
Casino Royal Roulette,  James 
Bondo, Goldeneye, Thunderball, 
Assassin and Blackjack. As the 
evening progressed the pressure 
got to some and they had to be 

had come to Carryduff as the 
girls, dressed in their Valentino 
Garavani and Yves Saint Laurent 
outfits, elegantly made their 
way along the red carpet and 
into the Hotel Monte Carlo, also 
known as Carryduff scout den, 
where they were greeted by 
the graceful Miss Moneypenny 
(Lauren the leader).  
The caters aka the Rover 
team had prepared Mocktails 
and nibbles and as the Bond 
celebrities sat in the reception 
area waiting in anticipation for 
the night to begin, Bond lookalike 

carried from the tables to lie down.  
Eventually at 10.00pm. the evening 
came to a close and the teams 
counted their winning (or in most 
cases) their losses. Eventually 
team Scaramanga  captained 
by Ciaran “I must be dreaming” 
Cassidy and his sidekick, Chris 
“scarface” Watson won through.
Overall a great night made all the 
better by everyone getting into 
character from the start. Huge 
thanks to Rovers, Anna, Clare, 
Angie and Nathan, Leaders Pat, 
Eamonn and Lauren and most of 
all to all the ventures who made the 
effort and turned up in style.
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Edenmore visit Awesone Walls

Just a few pics of edenmore scouts at the new climbing center in finglas 

called, Awesome walls. It’s really good value and the instructors were 

great! They take groups from ages 6 years old. I would recommend it to all 

age groups!! 

Errigal Beavers Climb Crownarad Mountain
The mountain is 497 metres and the group from Killybegs, Raphoe, Muff & 
Quigleys Point started off from Fintra school at 12 noon under the guidance 
of our wonderful guide Paul Crossan. They had a picnic & refreshments on 
the summit & a great day was had by all.
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Sir William Fry Cup – Senior 

Seamanship competition for Sea Scouts

The Sir William Fry  senior seamanship competition has being run since 

1918 and was won by the 9th Port of Dublin Malahide Friday troop on 

Saturday in Dunlaoghaire. Skipper Doyle and Fry Cup Team of Malahide 

Friday night, were presented the Sir William Fry Senior Seamanship trophy 

by Eoghan Lavelle in 2012

On behalf of the entire Group well done. This is in addition to the Neala 

troop who won the Captain Hamil Cup the junior seamanship competition. 

This all the more amazing as Malahide now holds the top five National 

Sea Scout trophies in the Centenary year of Sea Scouting in Ireland. They 

are the Woodlatimer (D.Vekins 
Memorial trophy), Captain Hamil 
Cup (Junior Seamanship), The 
Sir William Fry Cup (Senior 
Seamanship),Master Mariner 
(Desmond Fortune Memorial 
Trophy) and Lord Mayor’s 
Cup(Dublin Bay East Coast Skiff 
Race)

Well done to all involved for the 
many hours of training, practice 
and to the Skippers and leaders 
who supported them for their 
time and dedication.



A Day in the life of a Scout

Hello, I’m from 3rd Carlow Borris Scout Troop. Due to a fundraiser we were 
unable to have a Halloween Party before Halloween so instead we had it 
on the 2nd of November.
We decorated the Den full of Halloween decorations which gave it the 
perfect look to have our party. The Scouts were asked to dress up in their 
best Halloween costume as there was going to be a competition, The 
Scouts were also asked to crave a pumpkin at home and bring it along for 
a ‘’best pumpkin’’ competition.
To start the night off we played a game called the ‘’The Mummy Relay’’, 
We had to get into pairs of the same height and cover them in toilet paper 

Next it was time for sweets and 
music!
When our free time was over we all 
went outside to let off lanterns. As 
a group we let the Chinese lanterns 
off. As each lantern went up it gave 
a relaxing and spiritual mood.
We all came back inside to the den 
and got into our patrols. The leaders 
gave each patrol three spooky 
objects from the room and we had 
to make up a story using the three 
objects. For a change instead of this 
being a scary game it was more of 
a funny game as each story was 
funny! This game was based on 
team work.
After that game we all got into a 
line, as it was time for judging of 
the best costume and pumpkin. We 
all taught the leaders were going 
to be judging it but a knock came 
to the door it was Pat Byrne from 
the Voice of Ireland he had came to 
judge instead of the leaders. This 
was a great surprise for everyone. It 
was a hard decision as all costumes 
and pumpkins were really good! But 
at the end the winner of the best 
costume was me, Shannon O’Neill 
and the winner of the best pumpkin 
was Ellie Drew. We both won a prize 
and got our picture taken with Pat. 

to make them look like a Mummy, 
the Mummy then had to run up and 
down the hall without ripping the toilet 
paper. It was a great way to start the 
night off as everyone had a good 
laugh.
After that we all got into a circle 
and turned off all the lights leaving 
the lights from the decorations and 
our pumpkins only. In the circle one 
person started off the story and the 
next person continued the story, 
everyone taking their turn. At the 
end we had a scary/funny story. 
This game was a great way to get 
everyone in the Halloween spirit.
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Then the group photo with Pat.
When Pat left it was time for more 
sweets and music!
To finish up the night we played 
some traditional Halloween games. 
The first game we played was ‘’bob 
the apple’’, and the second game we 
played was a flour game where you 
had to build a tower of flour and put 
a sweet on top, taking turns each 
person had to slice a piece of flour 
away from the tower using a knife, if 
the sweet fell the person who made 
it fall had to put their whole face into 
the flour. Everyone loved that one!
Now the night was over and 
everyone enjoyed themselves!
One behalf of the scouts we would 
like to thank Jackie, John and 
Grainne for a great night!
Written By: Shannon O’Neill



Scouter completed Marathon 

for Headway

Saturday November 15th, 2009 my good friend and fellow scouter, Ann 

Fitzsimons, from 1st Dublin Fairview Scout Group was taken from us in 

the cruellest of ways. Tom McKiernan, our Group Leader, was also badly 

injured in the accident. Tom lay in a coma for weeks after. The week 

following the accident I had to travel with work and was not able to make 

it to the gatherings that were held in the scout den during the week. It was 

a really hard week due to the work pressure and not having anyone to talk 

to about what had happened. I got home on Saturday for Ann’s funeral. 

The Group formed a Guard –of-Honour for the coffin in the church and we 

saluted as Ann made her last journey past the Scout Den in Fairview. Due 

with acquired brain injuries. This time 
last year, around Ann’s first anniversary, 
I decided I wanted to do something to 

to missing the week in Fairview 
I feel like I didn’t get to say good 
bye properly, it’s really hard to 
explain. In the last two years I 
have seen Tom recover from his 
ordeal. His quality of life will never 
be the same but if ever there was 
a living example of our character 
SPICE then Tom is it. I witnessed 
him climbing Bray head beating 
off help with his walking stick 
just to prove he could do it. Tom 
Crean, eat your heart out. Tom is 
currently attending HEADWAY, 
an association for helping people 
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honour Ann’s memory and raise 
funds for Headway after seeing how 
much they had helped Tom. I signed 
up for the Dublin City Marathon. 
I started training 8 months ago. 
It was easy enough at first but 
running 6 days a week with a long 
run at the weekend is hard to keep 
motivated for. People talk about 
the lonely road of the long distance 
runner. I’m not going to lie there 
were days where I just wanted to 
stop dead and get a bus because 
of the pain in my legs. There were 
days when I lacked the motivation Tom and Ann receiving an award from 

the President and her husband

to get changed and 
go running in the cold 
and the rain. It was 
at times like these I 
looked up to heaven 
and I realised that my 
temporary discomfort 
was nothing 
compared to what 
Ann’s family and Tom 
have gone through 
in the last two years. 
On Monday 29th of 
October my training 
paid off when I 
finished the marathon 

in a time of 4 hrs 11 mns. Honestly, I 
was in pain but the pain in my legs will 
go soon. Ann’s family and Tom will be 
affected for the rest of their lives.
It is not too late to donate to Headway 
.Any donation no matter how small 
will go a long way. You can donate 
on http://www.mycharity.ie/event/
seandeclaine
Tom, you are now back running the 
Group in Fairview and an example of 
what perseverance and faith can really 
do. I look forward to working alongside 
you for many years to come. Ann, this 
is my way of finally saying good bye to 
a good friend but you will always be in 
my heart and the hearts of all Fairview 
scouts and scouters.   

A tired but very happy me with 
my finishers medal



Captain Hamil Cup -2012

Junior Sea Scout Seamanship competition

The lead up to the Hamil Cup the Junior Seamanship trophy is a busy 

time for sea scouts. The competition has been run since 1975 and was 

inaugurated back then, in Malahide. The competition takes place in the 

Autumn, as preparation is over the last several months of the boating 

season. The challenge is to compete as individuals and as a team.

Here training skills are taught on how to handle a boat single handed, row 

for laying on the challenging bases. 
Malahide Sea Scout group was well 
represented taking 1st, 2nd, 4th and 
5th places. Congratulations to all the 
Malahide teams

in a boat’s crew, boat maintenance, 
flag etiquette, a practical teamwork 
exercise, water safety and uniform 
inspection. Seamanship skills are a 
life skill that is taught from the very 
start of a sea scouts journey in his 
troop.
The Hamil Cup gives the scout’s a 
focus and put into practice what they 
have learnt throughout the boating 
season.
This year’s venue was in Howth 
Harbour and was hosted by the 7th 
Port of Dublin Sea Scouts. Thanks 
goes to the organisers and their team 

40

Province News



Malahide Cub Scout turns hoppy 

into a huge help to Charity

A 10 year old Malahide Cub Scout grandson of  Tom Mc Kenna former 

chief  Scout of SAI one of our Former associations turns his hobby into a 

huge help for charity.

The nine year old raised over €1,000 for charity after making over  300 

Bracelets over a three week period.  The money will go to the Laura Lynn 

house a children’s hospice. 
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Successful Season at Inishleena Desmond Fortune Memorial Trophy – 
Master Mariner - 2012

The Inishleena  water activities team have had a great season this year 

with 36 days on the water despite the weather. Over the year they have 

had groups from all 5 Programme sections from across the scout counties 

of Cork.  It was not just confined to the boys as they also had a number of 

Guide Sections out on the water as well.

The Water Activity Season finished with the Ri and Aires of Lee Valley 

Scout County enjoying a fun day on the water as well as having their youth 

forum on site.

There were  40 Ri & Aires from 
5thCork (The Lough), 11th Cork  
(Cloghroe), 37th Cork (Togher), 
45th Cork (Blarney) & 49th Cork  
(Ballincollig) Tuesday  group took 
part in the day.  The day started 
with them being divided into four 
groups of ten. On a rotating base 
they took part in  Wakeboarding, 
Sailing, Kayaking and water 
based fun games. 

For the remainder of the year 
the staff will be revamping and 
maintaining the gear and craft..  
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The Desmond Fortune Memorial 
Trophy – Master Mariner competition 
covers a very wide syllabus that 
includes rowing, water safety, sea 
traditions, rope work, parts of craft, 
anchoring, boat maintenance, 
communications, steering rules 
and lights, meteorology, navigation 
and bouyage.This is an individual 
challenge that each entrant 
is expected to show a level of 
knowledge in all of the above and 
that they have undertaken a high 
level of training.

It is a credit to all who enter to their 
dedication to improve their nautical 
skills. This year 1st place was won 
by Alex Shackleton of Malahide 
Friday Night troop. Congratulation 
Alex.



Leader Investiture in New 

Group 34th Belfast Lagmore

After an initial approach from Deidre McKibbin in April 2012, letting us 

know that she and a group of friends would be interested in opening a new 

Scout Group supported by a parish church in Lagmore, Brian McElroy, Jim 

McIlduff and I subsequently met with them and the Parish Priest, Fr Martin 

Graham, of Christ the Redeemer Parish, Lagmore.

 Fr Graham was extremely supportive of this new venture and assured us 

that meeting accommodation could be provided in the parish hall & if need 

be the adjoining primary school.

invested by Jim (Brian finding himself 
out of the country at the time) & warmly 
welcomed by Fr Graham who also 
participated in the ceremony.
 I then had the pleasure of attending 
their registration evening on 24 Sept. 
when 18 Scouts, 36 Cubs & 36 Beavers 
were signed on.

 The group will open the sections on 15 
& 16 October & in the interim, leaders 
have had invites from the Groups at 

 Following on from this we got all the 
paperwork done and had a few more fact 
finding / giving meetings with the now 15 
prospective leaders.
We arranged their Stage 1 & 2 training 
on the 13th May 12. Deidre agreed to be 
Group Leader and we decided to open 
with 3 sections, Beavers, Cubs & Scouts.

Karol Quinn, one of the Programme 
Support Staff from Larch Hill & myself 
gave an introductory session on the One 
Programme.

 We had the investiture of the leaders 
during Mass on 22 Sept. The 12 leaders 
who were available on this date were 
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Dunmurry & Derriaghy to visit the 
relevant sections to get ideas on 
how meetings & programme can be 
put into practice.
Sincere thanks to those 15 new 
volunteers who have made this 
new Group, 34th Belfast a reality, 
best wishes for the future and be 
assured that further support from 
Down & Connor Scout County & the 
Northern Scout Province is there 
and will be freely given.

Province News



73rd Raheny Group Day Out

At the end of September the 73rd Raheny had our annual group day out. 

After a group camp and hike in previous years, this year it was the turn of 

water activities and the whole group went kayaking in the Irish Canoeing 

Union training centre in the Strawberry Beds.

We had plenty of interest from all our sections and ran 4 sessions during 

the day to accommodate everyone. The Liffey Decent was on the day 

before where 2 of our leaders, Aoife and Aidan, had taken part for the first 

time and posted a great time. While the water levels were still high the river 

Next up 27 Cubs arrived on the 
scene, this time on the bus as 
planned. After the safety briefing 
and some tuition they were quickly 
into the water and paddling away. 
Playing games and learning how to 
paddle forwards, backwards, turn 
and raft up were all part of the day.
With many Scouts having a brother 
or sister having taken part in an 
earlier session they were well 
prepared for the on shore tuition. 
Wetsuits and safety equipment 
on, the 20 Scouts hit the water 
with gusto. More advanced skills 
and some tough challenges by the 
instructors meant they pushed their 
skills to new levels.
The last session featured our 
Ventures and Leaders. With all 
having some experience already the 
course was adjusted accordingly. 
Some canoe polo was played 
and the session was finished with 
several attempts on the saloom 
course which really tested all the 
skills. 
The Beavers claimed the title best 
kayakers of the day with no one 
capsizing, the Cubs were next best 
with only a couple of dunkings. 
Some of the Scouts and Ventures 
however seemed intent on spending 

was lovely and flat and the sun 
was out so we couldn’t have 
asked for better conditions.
Our Beavers started off in a bit 
of a panic, the bus had failed to 
turn up to take everyone out, but 
thankfully the parents stepped in 
and saved the day. Once there 
the 24 Beavers got suited up in 
wetsuits and safety gear. After 
some on shore tuition they were 
out on the water. Setting off from 
the strawberry beds the learned 
new skills and quickly put them 
into practice going down the 
river.
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some time in the river!
To finish the day off the parents 
group came together and put on a 
BBQ for the group, burgers, hotdogs 
and even cake was passed around. 
A great way to end a day on the 
water. 
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Sionnach Adventure in Galtees

Rathcormac Scouts who participated at Sionnach Adventure on the Galtee 

mountains which was held on the weekend of 19th 20th 21st Oct 2012 this 

involved camping out and trekking across the Galtee mountains navigating 

by map and compass which was enjoyed by all Scouts and their Leaders.
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Record Attendance at Squelsh 2012

This year the event had a record attendance of 477 Scouts and Guides at 

the muddy fun day known as Squelsh.  The weather was again kind to us 

with an exceptionally mild day and still plenty of mud to muck around in.  

The event now going into its third decade is well liked by all who attend 

as seen by the continuous high numbers involved, each year we have in 

excess of 400 attending.

Violet is involved with the committee 
since its founding over 40 years 
ago.

Bases this year included all the 
old reliable s including Slippery 
Slope, Monkey Bridge, Giant 
Jenga, Mud Crawl, Scavenger 
Hunt, Spiders Web, Scramble 
Net, First Aid and Blind Trail.

The event Coordinator Colin 
Heas extends his thanks to all 
who helped out with staffing of 
the various bases. He singled 
out all those in the administration 
tent including Violet Warner, 
treasurer of the Joint Committee 
who administers the event 
and looks after every last cent.   
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Venture Scouts Invested

In September, the 29th Belfast CARRYDUFF proudly welcomed 11 new 

venture from scouts into the venture section and a further two young 

people enrolled for the first time into the scouting fraternity.  

In keeping with a long 29th Belfast tradition, the ventures decided they 

wanted their investiture to take place in a unique and memorable location. 

So on a warm autumnal evening the group traveled by bus to the very heart 

of the Mourne Mountain.  After parking, everyone climbed to the summit of 

Slievenamuck overlooking the mighty Spelga Dam and at precisely 7.53pm 

as the evening sun began sinking over the west of Ireland, the investiture 

ceremony began. 

The significance of the sunset wasn’t 
lost on the new ventures in that, as one 
day closed it wouldn’t be long before a 
new day would dawn and a new era in 
venture scouting would begin.  When 
the ceremony was over the group 
traveled back to Castlewellan forest 
park for a weekend of adventure skills, 
with bases focusing on backwoods 
cooking, pioneering and camping.
A glorious weekend and for the 
new ventures, one that will remain 
embedded in their lasting memory for 
years to come.

47

Province News



The Scout Shop Now Stocking 

World Scout Products

Whittling Skills Day

At the recent Western Provincial Conference the Scout Shop took the 

opportunity to launch for sale some new products. They are now stocking 

various products from the World Scout Shop including the Hoodie, Pen 

knife etc.

Also now in stock is the new updated Scouting Trail which is a very good 

support booklet for all Scouts and Scouters.

These products are available for purchase from the Scout Shop at http://

www.thescoutshop.ie/

Location 
94th Dublin Walkinstown Scout Den
 
Cost €5.00

Date Saturday 01/12/2012

Times 10:00 – 17:00

Refreshments and light lunch 
provided. Bring a stave or brush 
handle

RSVP to scoffeyie@yahoo.com
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Images of Scouters who 
received wood badge beads in 
the Western Province Recently
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3rd Cork Cooking Day

Cooking and Scouting have long been seen as going hand in hand and 

this was very evident with the 3rd Cork (St. Patrick’s) Inter Patrol Cooking 

competition 2012 which took place in the Hut Summerhill over the Jazz 

Weekend. Each patrol had a budget of €5 per member to prepare and cook 

a main course along with a desert. With their budget they had an hour to 

go in town and purchase the ingredients as per the menus that they had 

planned over the past week.

The day was a great success and 
got everyone of the scouts involved. 
The main courses included Spag 
Bol, Chicken Noodles, Burgers and 
Karma Chicken. The presentation 
of the deserts was something else 
and each one was so different and 
certainly mouth watering. They 
all looked delicious with great 
imagination. One of the leaders 
John Maher said that the day was a 
great success and the winners were 
the Falcon Patrol. The competition 
was extremely close and all patrols 
put on an excellent display.

As a separate part of the 
competition the assistant 
patrol leaders along with some 
younger scouts had to light a fire 
and cook a full Irish Breakfast 
on an open fire. There is no 
doubt that this part of the scout 
programmes teaches scouts 
to be able to cook and end for 
themselves. It especially comes 
into play when scouts go into 
third level education and leave 
home. They are well able to 
prepare a wholesome meal and 
the skills they learn will stand to 
them throughout their lives.
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8th  Donegal Carndonagh  Cubs

We invited our local Doctor in to the Den to show us some First Aid

The Cubs had an enjoyable evening checking out the first aid box, 

performing the recovery position, and finding broken bones to bandage up!

Thank you to Dr Kelly for his help and Support.
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Uniform Package Deal Now Available 
from Scout Shop

To Promote the use of the official Scouting Ireland Uniform 
the Scout Shop are offering the following deals until the 31st 
December 2012.Please see below new Package deals.

These can be ordered online Here or by visiting one of the 
Shops or any of the Road shows
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