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Merry Christmas



Welcome to this the Christmas Issue of Inside Out your monthly one stop shop for all that is 

happening in Scouting Ireland. This month we feature the Chief Scouts Christmas Message to all 

the membership. We have a update from the Transformation 20/20 Project. We look at the Dublin, 

South East and Northern Provincial Conferences as the Transformation Workshops  come to an 

end.
There are plenty of Images to view of all these events in the Scouting Ireland Gallery so don’t forget 

to click on the Links as you go through this issue.. We feature all the Action from the recent National 

Management meeting in National news. The Chief Commissioner (Youth Programme) has some 

very useful information inside. The Sea Scouting Conference gets featured as they float their boat in 

Killaloe. It is great to receive all your articles and we are delighted to feature them monthly. 

Please forward this on to all Scouters and Youth Members in your group. Don’t presume they have 

got it.  
As this year comes to a close and we look forward to 2013 we here on the Communications Team 

wish you all an enjoyable Break over Christmas with your Families and look forward to another 

Great year of Scouting in 2013. Happy Christmas! 

Deadline for next month’s issue is 31st December. 

- The Communications Team
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“Avoid Negative people, 
for they are the greatest 
destroyers of self confidence 
and self esteem. Surround 
yourself with people who bring 
out the best in you”
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Vision 20/20

Vision 20/20 is the Strategy for 
Scouting Ireland from 2014 through 
to year 2020. 

As part of formulating this Strategy 
the National Management 
Committee has set up a number 
of meetings across the wider 
membership of the organisation. 
Adult Volunteers, Staff, Youth 
Membership and some outside 
resources, these meetings are 
called Transformation meetings. 
Transformation is about:

• Planning for a stronger and more  
 relevant scouting movement
• Its about building on Scouting’s  
 excellent strengths and fostering  
 a culture of continuous   
 improvement
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• Transformation is about ensuring  
 we match the commitment  
 we receive from our adult   
 volunteers, through enhanced  
 training and development.

• Transformation meetings    
 answer: 

‘’Why ‘   A “Vision”
‘What’   Strategy

 ‘How’    Implementation

• Transformation is about ensuring  
 that our youth membership   
 have the best possible scouting   
 experience a consistency in   
 quality scouting
• The concept of being a Scout, not  
 just being in the Scouts
• Making scouting relevant to more  
 young people 
• Empowering young people to   
 improve their communities
• Transformation shows that a   
 strategy for 2020 is also and must  
 also be a Strategy for Today
• Transformation will help us to   
 understand what we do and why   
 we do it
• 

6 Provinces in 7 weeks

We set off on the trail over a year 
ago when we hit the initial spark with 
a group, looked at the business and 
game” of scouting and how we most 
effectively manage Scouting Ireland. 
This consultative process in 
developing a strategic plan for 
Scouting Ireland “Vision 2020” has 
allowed direct access of one tenth 
of the adult membership to directly 
interact and have input in the 
process.

We are a unique organisation in that 
over a period of 30th September 
to 18th November. Seven weeks 
outside of the “normal” scouting 
events the NMC met with that 
number of adults is something 
unheard  of other organisations. 
Youth input to this process is directed 
through youth programme and to this 
end we are linking directly to groups 
and getting a wider feedback. 
As I said this not a crystal ball 

Chief Scout 
leading this 
process

Presentation to 
NMC in Jan



gazing exercise and through the 
Provincial Commissioners we will 
communicate the results of each 
Provincial Transformation Meeting.
As Chief Scout I would like to 
thank most sincerely the National 
Management Committee who 
crossed the country to act as 
facilitators, but especially those who 
took up the invite to attend and give 
input.  
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I was warmed by the response at 
the meetings by the enthusiasm 
and eagerness of each and every 
participant and I will not be wanting 
in leading this energy to create 
Vision 20/20

With every good wish to each and 
every one and a heartfelt thanks for 
your input into the lives of our youth 
membership.

To Access a Vision for the future you 
can click on the link below

Chief Scout
Michael John Shinnick

Enormous feedback taken 

from all the  workshops

Analyse all the data collected

10% of our 

Scouters have 

now been 

consulted

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Group%20Leaders%20Mailing/2012/December/36%20-%20Vision%20for%20the%20Future.pdf




At a meeting of The National 
Management Committee (NMC) 
attended by the Camp Chief and 
her Team regrettably it was jointly 
agreed, in light of the low level of 
bookings at the closing date, that it 
wasn’t financially viable to continue 
to organise for and stage Scouting 
Ireland’s planned National Jamboree 
- Stradbally 2013.

As part of the Jamboree Team’s 
presentation to the NMC they 
outlined the results of a survey, 
conducted on behalf of the team, 
with all Scout Groups around the 
country.

The results of this survey highlighted 
several issues that need to be 
addressed by the NMC before any 
plans to stage a future Jamboree 
are agreed. The NMC gave a 
commitment to work with both 
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the National Youth Programme 
Committee and the National Adult 
Resources Committee to review 
and address the issues raised in the 
survey.

It was also agreed that all deposits 
received for the Jamboree would be 
returned to the Scout Groups that 
booked in.

Although the numbers booked into 
the Jamboree weren’t enough to run 
a Jamboree at the scale planned 
for, there is an option to run an 

alternative camp on a smaller scale 
next year to facilitate Groups that 
have booked into the Jamboree. The 
Programme Team will be looking into 
this over the next few weeks and will 
be in contact with the Groups that 
have booked in with the possibility of 
offering them an alternative Camp.

The NMC would especially like to 
recognize the tremendous work 
put in by the Jamboree Team on 
behalf of Scouting Ireland over the 
last two years. Plans were well 
advanced to run an outstanding 

National Jamboree in an ideal 
location including what was shaping 
up to be a very exciting and carefully 
structured programme, uniquely 
tailored to Scouts and Venture 
Scouts. This work is documented 
and will be collated and reviewed for 
use by Scouting Ireland in planning 
future national events for Scouts 
and Venture Scouts and future 
Jamborees.

Announcement 
- Stradbally 2013 
- Scouting Ireland 
National Jamboree



National Secretaries Notes

A meeting of the National Management Committee 

took place on Saturday 24th & Sunday 25th 

November 2012 at the Sea Scouting Conference, 

Lakeside Hotel, Killaloe chaired by the Chief Scout, 

Michael John Shinnick.

this fact the Jamboree team 
recommended that the Jamboree 
be cancelled.  The National 
Management Committee agreed 
and committed to consider another 
option for a camp for those that had 
booked in.

Jamboree 2013

The Camp Chief for Jamboree 
2013 presented an update on the 
Jamboree 2013.

It was noted that to date the 
bookings were low and due to 
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NMC Sub committees 

It was agreed to stand down the 
following sub committees;

• JamÓige 2012
• Jamboree 2013
• Roverway 2012 & World Scout   
 Moot 2013
• World Scout Jamboree 2015

It was agreed to replace these sub 
committees with two Activity Teams.  
The terms of reference were agreed 
by the NMC and they will be called;

Scouting Ireland 
Domestic Activity 
Team   

Scouting Ireland 
International 
Activity Team   

Roverway

The Roverway 
final report was 
circulated for 
noting.  

World Scout Jamboree 
2015 

There will be an open call for 
members of the World Scout 
Jamboree Contingent Management 
Team.  The National Secretary 
will coordinate this and applicants 
will be reviewed by the Scouting 
Ireland International Activity Team 
to be recommended to the NMC for 
appointment.  

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/94%2012%20Scouting%20Ireland%20Domestic%20National%20Activity%20Team%20-%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/95%2012%20Scouting%20Ireland%20International%20Activity%20Team%20-%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf


Training 
Commissioner 

Mary Fricker was reappointed as 
Training Commissioner

Training 

Chris Kearns will 
project manage 
the review of the 
Woodbadge training.

Frank Butler will coordinate the 
Training for Trainers

QSE

It was agreed 
to accept the 
QSE as part 
of a tool kit.  It 
was agreed that 
each Provincial 
Commissioner would consider 
the implementation process with 
their PMST and develop a process 
document.  It was agreed that once 
the 6 process documents were 
completed, the PMSG would review 
to ensure best practice was shared 
across each Province. 

New Policy - “Girls & 
Boys, Women & Men in 
Scouting Ireland”

A new policy on “Girls & 
Boys, Women & Men in 
Scouting Ireland” 
was accepted.  

Scouting 
Ireland 
Community 
Celebration 
Week 

The CCYP made a presentation to 
the NMC in relation to the Community 
Celebrations Week.  The NMC agreed 
to proceed with the initiative and 
resources will be developed shortly.
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SID 77.11A Camping 
and Adventures in 
the Out of Doors 
Guidelines

The amendments to 
the Camping and 
Adventures in the Out 
of Doors Guidelines were 
approved.    

SID 14.03 Youth and 
Adult Involvement 
Policy

The amendments to the 
Youth and Adult 
Involvement Policy 
were approved.    

Supporting Polish 
Scouting

The NMC agreed to adopt a polish 
language version of the Activity 
Consent Form.  The form to be 
translated and will be online in due 
course.

SID 16.04 - Adults 
Awards Criteria 

The updates to the Adult 
Awards Policy were noted 
following approval at the 
October meeting of the 
NMC.    

The sample citations 
were noted.  

Campsites 
Business 
Plan 

The Support Officer (Campsites & 
Facilities) presented the business 
plan for the development of the 
Scouting Ireland Campsites.  After 
the financial implications of this plan 
were explained it was agreed that the 
business plan should be accepted 
and implemented.  

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/93%2012%20Policy%20on%20Girls%20and%20Boys%2C%20Women%20and%20Men%20in%20Scouting%20Ireland.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/77%2011A%20Camping%20and%20Adventures%20in%20the%20Out%20of%20Doors%20Guidelines.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/list_resources/official_documents/official_documents-149.html
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/16%2004%20National%20Awards%20Committee.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Adult%20Resources/Adult%20Awards%20Sample%20Citations.pdf
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National Secretary 

The National 
Secretary 
presented the 
plans to date for 
National Council 
2013 and further 
information will 
be available 
soon.

National 
Management 
Committee
- Standing Orders

It was agreed that Niall Kenny, 
Glenn Webster and Cathal Healy 
would review the Standing orders 
of the National Management 
Committee and report back to the 
January meeting. 

Accounts

The National 
Management 
Committee 
approved the 

management accounts for Scouting 
Ireland. 
The National Management 
Committee noted the management 
accounts for Scouting Ireland. 

The National Management 
Committee approved the Audit 
Report from PWC  and approved 
that the National Treasurer sign the 
letter of representation.

The National Management 
Committee approved the Statutory 
Accounts of Scouting Ireland 
Limited and approved the National 
Treasurer & National Secretary to 
sign the accounts.

The National Management 
Committee noted the Statutory 
accounts of Scouting Ireland 
Campsites and Facilities Limited. 

Irish Scouting 
Foundation

It was agreed to change the name 
of the Scouting Ireland Foundation 
to Irish Scouting Fellowship. 

It was further agreed to proceed 

with the process of registering/
trademark the name of Irish 
Scouting Fellowship and the Irish 
Scouting Foundation.  

National Spiritual & 
Religious Advisory 
Panel 

The NMC noted a 
presentation from 
the Chairperson 
(National Spiritual 
and Religious 
Panel) on the 
following topics;

• The Peace Light from   
 Bethlehem
• Mind Ur Buddy – Pieta House
• CISM Training – 2nd & 3rd  
 February 2012
• CISM Refresher Combined –  
 2nd & 3rd March 

The NMC noted that there will be 
a meeting of National Spiritual & 
Religious Advisory Panel on 27th 
November 2012

Communications 
Commissioner

The National 
Management Committee 
noted the report from 
the Communications 
Commissioner.

International 
Commissioner 

The NMC noted a 
presentation from 
the International 
Commissioner 
outlining the Gathering 
Programme.  It will be 
launched by the state 
on New Years’ Eve 2011 and by Scouting 
Ireland on Founders Day 2013

Chief Executive Officer 

The National Management Committee 
noted reports from the CEO on;

• Trust Bodies/NMC Working Group 
• OAS-TSS/NTPIC Working Group 
• HR Presentation
• CEO Operations



National Youth Programme Committee

The National Youth Programme Committee (Team) met for the 6th time 

in 2012 on the 1st December 2012 to review Transition phase of ONE 

Programme and to Plan what supporting structures and tools are required 

for Scout Groups to allow ONE Programme to continuously improve.

The Team have been asking several key questions over the past 

number of months through the Youth Programme Expeditions, Provincial 

Conferences, Youth Forums and 
Provincial Youth Programme 
Representative – CPC Meetings; 
1) What is Working, 
2) What is Challenging &  
 Why? and 
3) What needs Improving?

The Team meeting on Saturday 
1st December took a different slant 
to the stereotypical committee 
meeting; utilising crafts within 
the working groups to encourage 
positive engagement in the topic.  
Each member of the National 
Youth Programme Committee 
undertook the creation of their own 
Découpage model.  You might 
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ask why we did crafts – well it’s 
quite simple, by using crafts as a 
medium for discussion encourages 
people to focus on what they 
care about and promotes positive 
involvement and feedback with 
solutions.  The discussion that took 
place centred around the review of 
the transition process, and rather 
than focussing on the problems and 
time being chewed up with what 
should have happened (forgetting 
about acknowledging the good) – 
the team tapped into the creative 
side of their mind in parallel with 
creating their Découpage model 
bringing new ideas, solutions and 
ways of working to the table.

The National Youth Programme 
Committee does not meet again until 
the 25th January, but the Programme 
Network Team (made up of the 
Programme Commissioners) meet on 

a monthly basis and will progress the 
needs identified at the meeting into 
practical solutions and supports to 
assist in our Youth Members getting 
the best out of ONE Programme where 
Adults in Scouting are now assuming 
the role of ‘mentor & facilitator’ while 
Youth Members themselves are 
allowed to become the Leaders in their 
own Programme and life choices.
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Wishing you all the best in obtaining your Scout Group obtaining the ONE 
Programme Up & Running Status (remember once you meet the criteria the 
badges are free via your Provincial Youth Programme Representative).  There 
is a checklist available via your Provincial Youth Programme Representatives:

• Northern Scout Province - Cathereen Wells Doherty - pypr.n@scouts.ie 
• North Easter Scout Province - Allan Mathews - pypr.ne@scouts.ie 
• Dublin Scout Province - Kiernan Gildea - pypr.d@scouts.ie 
• South Eastern Scout Province - Stephen Keenan - pypr.se@scouts.ie 
• Southern Scout Province - Ber Brennan - pypr.s@scouts.ie 
• Western Scout Province - John Egan - pypr.w@scouts.ie  

Wishing you all the best over the Holiday Period, 
Yours in Scouting

IAN DAVY Chief Commissioner (Youth Programme)

You might like to use these at a meeting or as part of a Scouts Own
The opening thought for our meeting was:

Real Genius 
Everyone has a spark of genius in them just waiting to be lit. 
If they’ll jump into things and not just sit.
Although we may not go down in history as the genius of our day. 
We can help others in this world to travel life’s way. 
By sharing our sparks of genius with others that we know. 
Thus helping ideas, along the way to grow and glow. 
Remember the spark of an idea we may share with a friend. 
Can be added to by others and become a genius idea in the end. 
we can be happy because we helped in our small way, 
And have each had a part in this thought for the day.

You might like to use these at a meeting or as part of a Scouts Own
The closing thoughts for our meeting where:

Stick to It  It matters not if you try and fail,
   And fail, and try again;
   But it matters much if you try and fail,
   And fail to try again.

How to Grow an Adult Scout - Volunteer 
First: Plant seven rows of P’s:
Promptness, perseverance, preparation, participation, presence, purity, and 
performance. 
Next: Plant three rows of squash:
squash unfairness, squash criticism, squash indifference 

1. Then plant seven rows of lettuce:
2. Let us delegate responsibility 
3. Let us give assistance whenever necessary 
4. Let us recognize the importance of pooling ideas and encourage full and   
 free ideas and encourage full and free discussion before decisions    
 are made. 
5. Let us appreciate and respect the attitudes of other people 
6. Let us encourage cooperation 
7. Let us arrive in advance of scheduled meetings, with all materials needed 
8. Let *us* be prepared 

No garden is complete without turnips:
Turn up for meetings
Turn up with enthusiasm
Turn up with new ideas
Turn up with a smile

The harvest is one terrific Scout Volunteer!



Code of Good Practice - Updated

An updated edition of Scouting Ireland’s Code of Good Practice has just 

been issued. This should be brought to the attention of all members of your 

Scout Group and displayed at your meeting place. Electronic copies are 

available on the Scout website. This is a temporary updated edition, for use 

until 2013 updates after the Children First Act, when further updates will be 

required.

To download a copy of the updated Code of 

Good Practice you can click the link below.

Applications should be sent to:
National Secretary
Scouting Ireland
Larch Hill
Dublin 16
Applications can also be e‐mailed 
to: natsecretary@scouts.ie

To view the full Job 
Specification you can 
click on the Link Below

Caretaker/
Maintenance Person for 
Lough Dan

A vacancy have arisen in Scouting 
Irelands’ National Scout Centre, 
Lough Dan, Roundwood, Co.Wicklow 
for;
• Caretaker/Maintenance person (24 
hours per week)
Closing date for applications is Friday 
14th December 2012. 
Please provide the following:
• Letter of application
• Current C.V. Not more than 4 pages

Adult Awards 
Reminders

Everyone likes to be thanked and 
recognising the work done by 
Scouters in your Group/County is 
of the utmost importance. One way 
of doing this is through the Awards 
Scheme. While no one expects reward 
for the contribution they make to 
Scouting, receiving thanks by way of 
an award is a very positive experience 
for the recipient.
The National Awards Committee 
meets 3 times per year and the 
next meeting is due to take place in 
January 2013. This could be a good 
opportunity for you to say thank you to 
a Scouter in your Group/County.
Why not apply for an award for 
someone in your Group and present it 
on Founders Day in February?
For the January meeting, applications 
can be submitted up until 31st 
December 2012.

There are three categories of Awards 
for Scouters; Service, Merit and 
Honour. The details of the 
criteria for each award 
can be seen at this link.

13

Adult Resources

Applications for Merit 
and Honour Awards 
can be made through 
the Scouting Ireland 
Database. A book of 
sample citations has 
been released by the National Adult 
Resources Committee to give you 
some guidance on how to write a 
recommendation when nominating 
someone for an award. This can be 
downloaded at the link below

Should you need any support or 
help with completing these forms 
please contact your Provincial 
Support Officer, Group Support 
Facilitator or Margaret in National 
Office

Please consider using this structure 
as a way to say thanks to the 
Scouters on your team.

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Group%20Leaders%20Mailing/2012/December/34%20-%20Code%20of%20Good%20Practice.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Group%20Leaders%20Mailing/2012/December/37%20-%20Staff%20Vacancy%20Lough%20Dan.pdf
mailto:natsecretary@scouts.ie
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/16%2004%20National%20Awards%20Committee.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Adult%20Resources/Adult%20Awards%20Sample%20Citations.pdf


Dublin Provincial Conference

The Dublin Scout Province had their Conference recently in the Regency 

hotel. There was over 120 Scouters in attendance. The Morning sessions 

include a well received session by the Communications Commissioner 

on supports available to Members. The International Commissioner done 

a session on the Gathering and International Camps. Other Sessions 

included one on training and adult resources along with a session on One 

Programme.

Message from Aidan 
Smith, Provincial 
Commissioner

Thank you to everyone who 
attended and supported the DSP 
Conference.

Wishing all Scouts and Scouters, a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
Scouting New Year

The Afternoon saw the 
Transformation 20/20 section 
take place. This session was 
introduced by the Chief Scout. 
This was well received and great 
feedback and ideas were given 
to the facilitators. Presentations 
were given on the proposed 
Jamboree 2013 and the World 
Rover Moot.
To see all the 
images of the day 
click on the Link to 
the Scouting Ireland 
Photo Gallery
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/65889020@N04/sets/72157632058425755/


National Treasurer

As we are at the time of year for the payment of Annual Registration and 

the return of the Annual Census, I would like to highlight the methods of 

payments that Scouting Ireland will accept.

1) Cheque/Postal Order

Simply return a cheque or postal order to National Office along with a 

printed copy of your Database statement. A receipt will be issued by 

National Office to the Group Leader.

3) Electronic Fund Transfer
Please ensure payments made by 
E.F.T include your Group Name & 
Number. A receipt will be issued by 
National Office to the Group Leader.

Annual Returns

While completing your Annual 
Return to National Office, you 
should pay particular attention to the 
following;

2) Direct to Ulster Bank
Simply go into any branch of 
Ulster Bank and lodge the 
correct amount to the Scouting 
Ireland bank account. The 
account details are;
Account Name: Scouting Ireland 
Limited Current Account
Sort Code: 98 50 20
Account Number: 00123008
Please return a copy of the 
lodgement stub to National 
Office along with a printed copy 
of your Database statement. A 
receipt will be issued by National 
Office to the Group Leader.

• SID 60.10 - Policy on Annual 
Registration Fee & Rebates/Grants 
to Scout Groups/Counties

SID 69.10 - Finance Manual for 
Group Treasurers and Group 
Leaders
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The Annual Return is considered 
to include the receipt of payment 
(either by Cheque or EFT), the 
completion and submission of a 
complete and accurate census 
return on Scouting Ireland’s 
Membership Database and the 
submission of the Scout Group’s 
Accounts, in accordance with the 
Rules, for the year up to 31 August.
I trust this answers any queries you 
might have in relation to payment 
methods but should you need any 
more assistance please contact your 
Provincial Support Officer or Group 
Support Facilitator.

You can download the notice by 
Clicking link below

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/60-10%20Policy%20on%20Annual%20Registration%20Fee%2C%20Rebates%20and%20Grants.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/SID_69_10_Finance_Manual.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Group%20Leaders%20Mailing/2012/November/33%20-%20Census%20Payment%20Options.pdf


Camping & Adventures in the Out of 

Doors 2013 – What will you be doing?

What are “Camping & 

Adventures in the Out of Doors”

1. 
They are a real and fundamental part of Scouting

2. 
They offer unique educational opportunities within Youth

3. 
They provide Youth Members with the opportunity to develop skills  

 
they have gained on their Personal Journey and teach them to live  

 
in harmony with others and the natural world/environment

skills obtained through Scout Method 
in a natural outdoor setting.  By using 
the small group system applicable to 
the fullest extent practicable, each 
and every Youth Member should be 
afforded an invaluable opportunity 
for leadership, training and personal 
development.

It must also be stressed that one of the 
highlights of any Scout Year must be 
an annual camp / expedition no matter 
what the Programme Section, and 
as Adults and Young People working 
together we must ensure that every 
Youth Member is given the opportunity 
to partake in this experience.  This 
does not have to be during the typical 
summer period as many Scout 
Groups schedule such opportunities 
during various other holiday periods.  

4. Our Youth Programme is designed to train young people to   
 explore and enjoy the out of doors natural world/environment   
 with an awareness of their surroundings and an appreciation of the  
 dangers involved

Each Scout Group must have Camping & Adventures in the Out of Doors 
at the centre of their Programmes and Adult Scouters need to ensure 
that Youth Members are aware of the importance of such activities when 
they are organising of their programme.  There are guidelines set out by 
Scouting Ireland for the organising of such activities and these can be 
found on myscouts.ie SID 77.11A - Camping and Adventures in the Out of 
Doors Guidelines and if you intend to go abroad please read SID 71.11A - 
Youth Programme Abroad Guidelines

A key element of this part of the Youth Programme is that a number of 
overnights are incorporated into the activity schedule for all Programme 
Sections from Beaver Scouts right through to Rover Rover Scouts.  Such 
activities are a great opportunity for Youth Members to put into practice the 

Nonetheless, from a planning 
perspective it must be ensured that the 
opportunity is within the grasp of the 
Youth Members in terms of availability, 
activities and budget.  Whatever the 
decision or venue, Adult Scouters 
must ensure it is viable with a view 
to maximising the participation of the 
Youth Members concerned.  

Where ever you decided to go over the 
course of 2013, please let us know so 
that we can support you in whatever 
way possible.  There are applications 
forms in place as detailed within the 
guidelines, but please do not see these 
as merely permission slips, they exist 
to allow your Scout Group and Scout 
County support you in the delivery of 
Youth Programme.

Why not let us know 
where you are going in 
2013?

New for 2012/2013
As requested by National Council the 
Youth Programme Department has 
generated Standards Certificate for 
“Camping & Adventures in the Out of 
Doors” in terms of the Annual Camp / 
Expedition.
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Northern Provincial Conference

The Northern Provincial Conference and the ONE Programme workshop 

recently took place in Castle Saunderson International Scout Centre. Both 

events were well attended. The One Programme Conference took place 

in the Programme tents on the Campsite and the Conference took place 

indoors in the Centre.

The morning session was opened by the Provincial Commissioner Wendy 

Morrow. The Guest speakers on the day were firstly David Guilfoyle Chief 

Executive of Youth Council Northern Ireland. This was then followed by 

a session from Steve Reeves - Head of Safeguarding ,with The Scout 

Association.

In the Afternoon  the Vision 
2020 Transformation Workshops 
took place. This session was 
introduced by the Chief Scout. 
These sessions produced 
some very good feedback to be 
included in the mix in putting 
together a vision for Scouting 
Ireland until 2020. 
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Scouting Ireland Mountain Moot

The Adventure Skills Hill Walking Team launched the inaugural Scouting 

Ireland Mountain Moot took place over the weekend of 24th and 25th 

of November 2012. The Moot was based in Tollymore National Outdoor 

Centre (TNOC) which is located on the northern slopes of the Mourne 

Mountains on the edge of Tollymore Forest Park.

Over seventy Scouters, Rover Scouts, Venture Scouts and Scouts 

attended the Moot, which itself ran from the Saturday morning until the late 

afternoon on Sunday. Given the numbers involved accommodation was 

Measuring Distance (Timing and 
Pacing), Governing Bodies/Training 
Schemes, Food and Nutrition, as 
well Equipment (both personal and 
seasonal).   

Participants then headed into the 
Mourne Mountains, and took part 
in activities centred, on either; a) 
personal mountain skills training, 
b) skills refresher training, or c) 
undertaking assessments. After 
a good eight hours in the Mourne 
Mountains (weather was great for 
the time of year), all returned (most 
even missing the rain that evening !) 
for dinner in Tollymore. 

provided both onsite at Tollymore, as 
well as off site in nearby cottages.

The Moot itself consisted of a 
series of workshops and activities, 
including spending Saturday 
afternoon into the early night in the 
mountains, for practical experience 
and instruction led and delivered by 
both professional mountaineering 
instructors as well as experienced 
scouters.

Saturday morning was lively as 
Scouters and Scouts from all over 
the country arrived at the Moot. 
That morning workshops were 
held on topics such as: Mapping 
and the Future, Route Planning, 
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On Sunday more workshops 
were held, whose topics included; 
Mountain Weather, Map Skills, 
Teaching Navigation, Rope 
Work (incl. River Crossings and 
Emergency Ropework), as well 
as a briefing for the Expedition 
2013 Team. These workshops 
were coupled with the opportunity 
throughout that day for climbing 
on the indoor climbing wall at 
Tollymore.  

Following completion of 
assessments both prior to and at 
the Moot a number of Level 6 to 
9 awards in the Adventure (Hill 
Walking) Skills Award Scheme were 
presented to: 

Dinner was followed by a very 
interesting and at times awe 
inspiring lecture delivered by Paul 
Swail on his trip earlier this year 
to Yosemite National Park. He 
and his colleague Andy Marshall 
attempted and completed amongst 
others, climbs of the north face of 
“Half Dome”, the route known as 
“Astroman” and the nose of “El 
Capitan”. Due to the wonders of 
helmet cameras we were treated to 
awesome scenes of their climbs as 
seen through their eyes as climbers, 
accompanied by Paul’s both factual 
and at times funny commentary.

Andrew Slowey  -  Level 9
– 112th Dublin (Knocklyon) 
         
Dennis Doyle  - Level 7
– 32nd Limerick (Dooradoyle)    
                                                   
Fidelma Savage  -  Level 7
– 5th Wicklow (Bray)                            
                                    
Richard Fagan  - Level 7
– 112th Dublin (Knocklyon)                                                        

The Adventure (Emergencies) 
Skills Team attended the Moot 
on the Sunday and this facilitated 
a number of participants at the 
Moot, in some cases obtaining 
advice on, as well as in some other 
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instances undertaking assessments 
by the team in the Adventure 
(Emergencies) Skills Award 
Scheme. 

The initial feedback from the Moot 
was very positive, with many 
compliments for the opportunities 
the Moot presented both in 
workshops and activities. There 
was fulsome praise for both level of 
instruction and skill of the instructors 
and scouters who delivered same 
both in workshops and on activities, 
while the facilities at Tollymore, 
as well as the food there was 
commented on very favourably by 
participants. 



The team who organised the Moot would 
like to thank all those who attended 
the Moot for their enthusiasm and 
commitment, including the experienced 
Scouters, as well as to the Tollymore 
National Outdoor Centre (TNOC) and all 
their staff, whose support and assistance 
underpinned the success of the Moot. 

Equally too thanks to Mountaineering 
Ireland and their staff whose cooperation 
and help greatly added to the value and 
experience of the Moot for all.

The Moot was a continuation of the 
process of resourcing and supporting 
the Scouting Ireland One Programme 
Adventure Skills, whereby the Adventure 
(Hill Walking) Skill Award is linked to that of 
the recognised external body, in this case 
Mountaineering Ireland.  
  

Further Information:

Tollymore National Outdoor Centre 
(TNOC): www.tollymore.com

Tory Bush Cottages www.torybush.com

Millar’s Close www.millersclose.com

Mountaineering Ireland: www.
mountaineering.ie

Participants also expressed their 
appreciation for the opportunity to 
be assessed in another Adventure 
Skill, namely the Adventure 
(Emergencies) Skills Award while at 
the Moot.

The “next steps” in the overall 
Adventure (Hill Walking) Skills plan 
which were outlined at the close of 
the Moot, include;

16/17th February 2013:
Assessments (Level 6 to 9) in the 
Adventure (Hill Walking) Skills 
Award Scheme 
(Those seeking to be assessed 
over that weekend must submit their 
completed Log Books to adskills.
hillwalking@scouts.ie by mid 
January 2013)

11th – 18th March 2013:
Expedition 2013 (Morocco) 

12/13th April 2013: 
Mountain Skills (MS) Training / 
Assessment 
and
Mountain Leader (ML) Refresher / 
Training
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The South East  Provincial 

Conference

The South East Conference at the Tullamore Court Hotel in Tullamore, 

Co. Offaly attracted more than 130 delegates from all over the South East 

who were welcomed by the Provincial Commissioner, John Watmore, 

(supported by our Captain South East Superhero) with an introduction 

to the content of the day and a view on Scouting Ireland driven by its 

youth members being a movement for positive change in society. This 

was followed by Fr, Dave Keneally who gave an entertaining address 

around the importance of de-stressing our lives, part of which involved 

the mass removal of footwear and hasty checking of socks! Thanks to 

Policies, Constitution, Rules and 
Motions;  James Marks with Neil 
Mahony (also included a short 
introduction to the proposal for the 
new Quality Scouting Experience 
survey)

These were central to the ‘how-to’, 
enabling concept of the conference 
and were all well received by 
delegates whose only complaint was 
that they were too short! A big vote 
of thanks from the Province to all the 
presenters for their preparation and 
tireless efforts on the day presenting 
each session four times was no 
mean feat.

all our National officers for their 
attendance and support on the day 
along with the Communications and 
International Commissioners.

Delegates then took part in a series 
of four interactive sessions on; 
Youth Leadership & Empowerment;  
Karol Quinn with Stephanie McCann 
and Andrew Garrad
Fundraising, Finance and Legal;  
Francis Minogue with Brendan 
Doherty, and Peter Garrad
Recruitment, Appointments and 
Retaining;  Patsy Kelly with Caroline 
Healy

Information booths were also 
available on the day including; 
International, Communications, 
Campsites, Youth Programme, 
Adventure Skills, Jamboree, Moot 
2013, Xplorer Events and the 
Scout Shop road-show. Our thanks 
once again to all these for their 
attendance, comprehensive subject 
knowledge and expert delivery.

The final session of the day was the 
20/20 Vision workshop presented 
by management consultant Matt 
Kavanagh and hosted by our 
Chief Scout Michael John Shinnick 
with assistance from the province 
by Brian Dunne (Monasterevin) 
and Seán Scanlan (Carlow). This 
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seven Scout counties 
for the massive effort 
they put in to making the 
conference the success it 
was. This is qualified by 
an online, post conference 
evaluation survey just 
completed which showed 
a 92% satisfaction rating 
combined with a 92% 
recommendation for similar 
events to be held regularly 
in the future.

stimulated some very interesting 
and thought provoking responses 
from delegates and added to those 
from the other five provinces will 
provide Scouting Ireland with 
guidance from the membership in its 
forward strategy programme.

Finally, a huge thank you to 
Annette Byrne and the conference 
organising team drawn from all 
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Interview on  RTE Radio Re 
Jamboree Cancellation

John Lawlor CEO of Scouting Ireland spoke on RTE 
Radios flagship Morning News Show Morning Ireland 
about the Cancellation of the Scouting Ireland Jamboree 
2013. Follow up interviews took place with Midlands 103 
Radio on their mid morning Show.
 

You can  listen to the RTE podcast here

http://podcast.rasset.ie/podcasts/audio/2012/1127/20121127_rteradio1-morningireland-scoutingir_c20116670_20117028_232_.mp3


Training Awards in the South 

East Province

During the lunch break at the Recent South East Provincial Conference 

Training Commissioner Mary Fricker presented South East Training Team 

members Mary Watmore, Patsy Kelly and Stephen Keenan each with their 

3rd bead and Karol Quinn with his 4th. Many congratulations to all four and 

as Mary said, looking forward to all the work you will be doing in the future!
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Malahide Venture Scout Ball

Malahide Venture Scouts recently organised a Venture Scout ball where over 200 

Venture Scouts from all over the country descended to the Malahide Scout Den. This 

event proved to very succesful and was a fun packed evening. Big congratulations to 

the Venture Scouts who organised and ran this event  themselves.

To see more Images of the event Check out the 

Scouting Ireland Gallery at the Link
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Sea Scouting Centenary Conference 

2012 - Killaloe, Co. Clare.

Seven leaders from the Malahide Sea Scout group had a great opportunity 

recently in attending a Centenary celebration of Sea Scouting in Ireland. 

The seven delegates attended along with 70 other leaders throughout the 

island of Ireland the Sea Scout Centenary Conference at the Lakeside 

Hotel,Killaloe, County Clare.

The weekend began on Friday night with official opening by Sea Scout 

Commissioner Stephen Taylor in the presence of the Chief Scout of 

Scouting Ireland Mr Michael Shennick. A brief history display prepared by 

leaders the opportunity to gain a 
certificate over the weekend by 
making available an AED course, 
and  Stage 2 (CPC) course.
By the afternoon leaders had 
further opportunities to develop their 

Brian Meyer, Eoghan Lavelle and 
Kevin Rowan was delivered in how 
we got here from the times of being 
part of Scout Association of Great 
Britain and Ireland through the war 
of Independence, the emergence of 
sea scouting in the former CBSI to 
present day Ireland.

Throughout Saturday delegates 
had the choice to attend the multi 
workshops .In the morning time 
was given over to brushing up on 
Nautical Skills from passage planning 
to navigation to rope work. There 
was a new approach to providing 

interests in taking part in the indoor 
pool session, practicing canoe 
rolls, or take a sail on Lough Derg, 
or witness a new development in 
boating building in Limerick City.
As the evening drew closer 
delegates were preparing for the 
celebrated Centenary Dinner 
which was hosted by Sea Scout 
Commissioner Stephen Taylor. 
Eighty guests set down at the 
captain’s table and the celebration 
continued into the early hours of the 
morning.

Sunday’s programme started 
with a plenary session on risk 
management, followed by smaller 
break out  group discussions 
on the adventure skills, boating 
guidelines,boating charge certs. 
and ISA training updates. The 
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conference concluded after lunch 
with an open forum and a sense 
of looking forward to the next 100 
years. Thanks was expressed by 
Stephen Taylor to the organising 
committee Kate O’Farrell, Stephanie 
Mc Cann, Gearoid O’Riain ,Daniel 
Kennedy , Kevin Rowan , Cian 
O’Gradaigh, Diarmuid O’Briain 
and support staff Niamh Manning 
and Colum Mc Caffrey for  a very 
successful weekend.

To view More images 
of the weekend check 
out the Scouting 
Ireland Gallery at the 
link.

THAT WAS ONLY THE 
BEGINNING. WHERE WILL YOU 

TAKE IT FROM HERE?

http://www.flickr.com/photos/65889020@N04/sets/72157632115124695/
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Beaver Scout News
Hi , I’m Moon, 

I am delighted to tell you my story of how I achieved my Stage 1 Adventure 
Skills paddling award. During the Summer our group bought a number of sit 
on Kayaks. We have been very busy with lots of other stuff but at our last 
log chew I asked would it be possible to go on the water in the new boats. 
A lot of the other beaver scouts were also excited about going on an 
adventure on the water.  The scout den is only a few minutes’ walk from the 
beach . The Elders said that there were a few things that they needed to 
check out before they would allow us to play with the Kayaks. 
The following week we were told at the log chew that we would be allowed 
on to the water but we needed to follow certain rules and we needed to 
know how to behave so as to be safe at all times while on the water or 
playing on the shore. 

We had a look at what we needed to do to earn the Stage 1 Paddling. 

Stage 1 Paddling

• I have discussed what a wet suit does.
• I know what a buoyancy Aid and Life Jacket are for.
• I can show where the bow and stern are in a kayak or boat.
• I understand why I should follow directions from an instructor.
• I can show the limits of where I may go each time I go afloat for   
 paddling.
• I know about the Buddy System.
• I know why I should care for my wet suit, buoyancy aid and cag after   
 use.
• I know not to go afloat if the wind is greater than force 4.
• I know how to contact the emergency services.
• I have taken part in a short exercise afloat. 

We made up our own mind map , this is what ours looked like. 

When the elders read the mind map at the log chew some more ideas were 
suggested. What we wanted was to learn about the equipment . We needed to 
know all the safety stuff before we were allowed on the water, A quiz should work. 
It was suggested that we meet on the beach one of the nights. We would need to 
check out the weather forecast for that night. Maybe we could do a night on the 
beach about the weather.  Visit the life boat station. We came up with a plan that 
will take us about  5 weeks our elders called it a programme cycle , we knew it 
as a challenge to earn our adventure skills badge and to have fun and adventure 
along the way.
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Here is the Plan

Week 1 – Rules – Are rules 
necessary – What would happen if 
there were no rules. Would there be 
more car crashes if no one stopped 
at red lights. 

Week 2 – Games-  life jacket relay 
race – Paddling equipment – need 
to know how to care for equipment. 

Week 3 – Visit the beach – Weather 
– measure wind - make shelter. 

Week 4 – Visit the life boat station -  difference between life jackets – 
buoyancy aids 
- dry suits versus wet suits. Contact emergency services. 

Week 5 – on the Saturday morning on the water if quiz was passed ,  
Review in den over a nice sausage sandwich. 

We had done all about the buddy system when we did the emergencies 
badge last month . 

We had great fun at the meetings and being allowed on the water after 
the quiz was brilliant.  We all had our own life jacket on even when we 
were playing some games on the beach. 

I think I ate 3 sausage sandwiches at the den after 
being out on the water. I was really happy and can’t 
wait  to do level 2. 

We would love to hear your stories on how your 
colony are getting on with the adventure skills and 
you can send your stories with some pictures to 
beaverscouts@scouts.ie and you may get to read 
about your adventures in the magazine. 



them build nests. There are many 
different birds and they all need 
different boxes / sites to help them. 
The following diagram of a box will 
help most small birds. Boxes need 
to go up in the next few weeks so 
that they are there for the birds next 
spring and that they have found 
them. They usually start to look for 
sites in February early March so 
they need to be up before this.
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Foreword for Cubs 
Corner

With the days getting chillier please 
spare a thought for all in your 
community.

As well as being helpful to your 
neighbours remember our little 
feathered friends as well – the 
winter months are tough for 
animals, especially those who don’t 
go into hibernation.

We have included instructions on 
how to make a bird box that you 
could put up in your local area, or 
you could identify suitable places to 
put the bird boxes while you are out 
hiking with your Pack.

A great outdoor activity would be to 
make a map of woods or a forest 
near to you, note on the map the 
trails that you like and also mark 
where you have placed your bird 
boxes. 

You could also include the location of 
certain types of trees on your map. 
Did you know that the Holly Tree is 
becoming an endangered species in 
our woodlands? 

Why not mark on your map where you 
found a holly tree? 

We hope that you have great fun doing 
some of these activities!

Happy holidays 

Annette & The Cub Scout Programme 
Team 
Now is the time to help our feathered 
friends next Spring. We can do this 
by putting out bird boxes to help 

Box

The same size will do most  small 
birds but you need to slightly change 
the front to suit them. This is done 
by changing the hole into it or 
making the front more open. See 
diagram. This way you can attract 
different birds to nest

Helping our feathered friends find homes

Diagram – courtesy Birdwatch Ireland



If you have a bird table it is best 
to place the box away from it. The 
coming and going from the table may 
put off birds from using the box. You 
also need to put box in a quite stop 
so that nesting birds are not being 
disturbed

Number of boxes 
Do not place many in a small area. 
Some birds are very territorial and 
do not like another pair close by 
e.g. Blue tits. Others do not mind 
being close to their neighbour e.g. 
sparrows. If you place to many 
together food may be a problem to 
get for the chicks. If you have a small 
area one way to get over problem is 
to put a box for different birds to use 
but again remember food for all.

Clean out
If you are lucky enough that birds 
nest in your box leave it alone 
while birds are using. In October / 
November open the lid and remove 
the nest and other trash. Use boiling 
water to sterilize the box and leave 
up.
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The following hole sizes will help 
the following:

• 2.5cm – Blue Tits                
• 2.8cm -   Great Tits Tree   
 sparrows            
• 3.2cm Sparrows  
• Open fronted – robins, wrens

You can make other boxes 
for other species and these 
are specific for them and their 
needs e.g. Swallows, Barn Owls 
Jackdaws. It is best to contact 
Birdwatch Ireland for these 
designs.

Construction – See 
above
Boxes are constructed from wood 
– new or old rough or planed 
and a thickness of about 20mm 
would be nice.Put the hole as 
close to the top as posssible.                                                                                                                                       
 A piece of felt on the lid will give it 
better protection from the weather. 
You can attach the lid by piece of 
rubber. (bicycle, car tube)                                                                                     
Do not put a perch on the front as 
this can help predators get at the 
chicks and eggs inside.

Treat the OUTSIDE ONLY with 
wood preservative  DO  NOT use 
CREOSOTE

Siting / Placing
Where you place your box depends 
on what you have and where you 
will put it. Height does not matter 
that much BUT it has to be safe from 
predators and secure. Thorny bushes 
are great. You can also put wire 
(barber wire/ chicken wire near  the 
bottom of the box)to stop cats and 
squirrells form climbing. Make  sure 
you do not nail the wire to the tree. 
Strap the box to the tree or tie with 
wire, it is best you do not nail to tree. 
If putting on a wall you can put a 
batten on the back and strap or wire 
this

You also need to make sure 
birds have direct flight path to the 
enterance hole and no perch (see 
above)

Do not place your box into direct 
sunlight and where most of the 
rain comes from in your area. Best 
position is usually between North 
and South East. If placing in a wood 
and there is good shelther it does not 
matter which direction you place box.

Over Winter
Leave up your box as birds will and can 
use it for a roost in cold weather. By putting 
wood shavings in it will make it cosier. Do 
not use straw as this can get damp.

Patience
Remember birds may not use your box and 
it may take them a year or more to use. If 
you are lucky and they use the box / boxes,  
you will  have to leave them alone. Resist 
from looking into the box as this can scare 
them away. If you have positioned your box 
you will be able to observe  from a distance 
and see all the goings on.

Further help
Birdwatch Ireland have a great site 
and information. Is there a branch near 
you? Can they come and give help and 
presentation to the Pack. 
Contact your local Council – does it have a 
Environmental / Heritage  /Wildlife Warden 
Officer 

Badges you may earn
Special Interest – Skill /Community/ 
Environment
SPICES -  Social / Character / Spiritual

Kevin Murphy Cub Scout Programme Team
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Winter is a great time to identify 
trees. The forest is open, there are 
no insects, and instead of a blur of 
vegetation, many trees stand out 
strongly and have a characteristic 
winter look. 
Some are evergreen, some have 
old pods, old leaves, leftover fruit, 
spines or giant buds - and a tree’s 
silhouette is far more visible without 
the cloak of leaves

Things You’ll Need
Field Guides – note pad and pencils
Magnifying Glass (great for close-up 
examination of buds, scars, leaves 
and flowers)
Camera 

Steps
1. Try to get a field guide to 
your local trees. It’s good to have 
both a general regional guide, as 
well as a more specific guide for 
your area. You can usually find Field 
guides at your local library. Guides 
can provide fascinating stories and 
lots of different information about 
different trees.

2. Avoid ornamental trees. 
Anything planted in a garden, 
lawn, roadside, park, is often an 
ornamental tree. Look for native 
trees in your area. 
3. Go for a walk, and take 
some guides with you so that you 
can identify the trees that you 
see on your walk.
4. Focus on trees that 
stand out, rather than going 
methodically from tree to tree. 
Pick a tree that has at least 
one, if not two easily identifiable 

Trees in Winter
characteristics - such as a leaf or 
flower or fruit. Bark is not so easy 

to go by, nor buds, or scars, or 
growth habit. Leaves are 

the easiest to use. Start 
with an evergreen.
5. Look for leftover 
growth up in the 
branches. The tulip 
tree with its huge 

vertical trunk and 
papery upright flowers 

that remain all through 
the winter is very common 

and easy to identify (the 
‘flowers’ are the remains 

of the fruit axis, not actually 
blooms). It gives the tree a 
candelabra effect. 
6. Look for short spiny spur 
branches, the sure mark of a 
plum, pear or apple - a fruiting 
tree in the rose family: 
Learn your families, rather 
than isolating trees by species. 
A peach, a cherry, a plum, a 
hawthorn, a june berry, a pear, 
are all in the same family, with 
edible fruit - the rose. 
Trees with pods are in the 
legume, (or bean) family, such as 
silktree, mesquite and locust. 

There are not that many different tree families 
in any temperate region of the world - if 
you can group your trees in their respective 
families you’ll be better able to understand 
them, and know their characteristics.
Beech and oak and chestnut are all in the 
same family (the beech), and produce edible 
nuts. Cottonwood is really a gigantic member 
of the willow family, growing beside water 
and having deeply fissured bark, just like 
other willows.
7. Look for very peculiar bark
8. Look for anything flowering, even in   
the dead of winte
9. Look for leftover fruit
10. Search for trees with giant buds
11. Don’t forget the conifers, almost 
always evergreen, with easily identifiable 
needles.
12. Take photos, and save them in a file 
with both the label of the tree and time of 
year the picture was taken.
13. Collect samples, and put them in a 
scrapbook
14. Above all, enjoy being out of doors 
and exploring the wonders of the world 
around you!



The Peace Light of Bethlehem

Do want to spread the Light this Christmas.

How about do something that is simple, warm and brings a smile this 

Christmas. It won’t cost you the world and you can share the gift with you 

community.

The Peace Light of Bethlehem is a continuous stream of lights from the 

Bethlehem. Spread by Scouts and Guides throughout the world.

On the 11th of December a candle was lit in the Grotto of Christ’s Birth in 

the Church of the Nativity, in Bethlehem. This flame was be taken by young 

Israeli and Palestinian Scouts to Tel Aviv Airport where with the support 

to Liverpool. On Tuesday the 13th 
December members of the Forum 
for Catholics in Scouting Ireland will 
collect the Light in Holyhead and 
bring it by Stena Line to Dublin.
On Thursday 20th December 
members of Scouting and Guiding 
will hold a Peace Light Service 
in the Church of the Visitation in 
Fairview. From there the Scouts will 
take the Light to places in their own 
Parishes: Churches and places of 
worship, Hospitals and Homes for 
retired citizens.

On Friday 21st the ‘Light ‘ will be 
carried by Irish Rail to such centres 
as; Arklow, Athlone, Cork, Carlow, 
Derry, Ennis, Galway, Kilkenny, 

of Austrian Airlines a Scout will 
carry it to Austria. Thus begins 
the continuous flame to light up 
the world.

On the 15th December a Service 
for the Gift of Peace will be held 
in Vienna, where Scouts and 
Guides from all

over Europe will gather to take 
the flame and transport across 
Europe by rail, by road and on 
foot through Austria, Switzerland 
and France – then on to Calais, 
Dover and up through England 

Portlaoise, Limerick, Wexford and 
Waterford. It will also travel by road 
to areas not serviced by train such 
as; the north midland and the Ulster 
north-west.

This year the Light will shine in 
places where the significance of 
what it symbolises is appreciated 
– it will not only burn in Ireland but 
will be carried by Scouts to all the 
countries of the European Union, 
Central and Eastern Europe, the 
Russian Federation and to the 
countries of North and Central 
America.
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In past years the light has been 
presented to Pope Benedict 
XVI, former President Michail 
Gorbatschow of Russia, former King 
Hussain of Jordan, EU President 
Romano Prodi and other member 
of the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg, the UN Troops in 
Kosovo and to Ground Zero, New 
York.

This chain of lights is a symbol 
peace, warmth, love 
and family. 
Check us out on 
Facebook at the 
link below.

http://www.facebook.com/ScoutingIreland?ref=hl#!/PeaceLightIE


The Gathering 2013
join in an event locally or within your 
County/Province.
We will collate and promote all that 
is happening, so let me know how 
you are getting on and between 
the International Team and the 
Communications team we will 
highlight your effort to the Country 
and the wider world.
This initiative is also supported by 
the Chief Scout, Chief Executive 
Officer, National Secretary, 
Provincial Commissioners, Chief 
Commissioners, members of the 
National Management Committee, 
Campsite teams, Programme 
Commissioners and Staff and is 
funded by the National Treasurer.
On behalf of Scouting Ireland The 
Gathering 2013.

I wish you and all a very happy 
Christmas and a Great 2013. Let 
the party begin and send a Scouting 
Cead Mile Failte out to the World.

Yours in Scouting,
Christy Mc Cann

To view the brochure 
you can click on the 
link.

It gives me great pleasure to 
enclose our official brochure 
to promote Scouting Irelands 
participation in The Gathering 
2013.
Some of you may have heard 
the media coverage or had some 
updates at your recent Provincial
conferences. This National 
initiative is billed as the biggest 
home coming of the Irish 
Diaspora ever hosted. An 
opportunity to invite loved ones, 
former members, relatives, 
friends and Scouting contacts 
to Ireland and to be part of their 
memorable visit.
Please read how you can, as a 
section, engage with this project 
and help give your members a 
positive International Scouting 
experience, while helping 
our Country lift its spirits. The 
brochure also lets you know how 
to register your event with us so 
that we can promote it.
Scouting Ireland is proud to 
be part of this and encourage 
everyone to create an event or 

Also to view a full list of International Events coming up over 
the next while you can Check out the International Page on the  
my.scouts.ie website 

Check out the link below
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https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Group%20Leaders%20Mailing/2012/December/35%20-%20The%20Gathering.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/resources/international/international_events-309.html




Scouting Ireland Facebook page

Scouting Ireland Facebook page has now reached the 2,000 like mark. As 

we change our Facebook look for the winter, inspired this year by some of 

the photos from the Crean Challenge Expedition, we want to share these 

words with you. “Discover Together”

The Scout programme is about learning through discovery, together.

Hope you like our new winter look and that you all have great times over 

the winter discovering together whether this is in your Lodge, Six, Patrol, 

We also ran a few competitions 
recently on our Facebook page.

The winners were Eoghan O’ 
Donoghue and  Linda Catchpole.

So if you haven’t like us as yet 
why not click on the link below and 
simply Like us

Team, Crew or Group (or even 
the dreaded committees).

Scouts equip themselves to 
forge ahead down the road less 
travelled, working together to get 
through difficulties, sharing the 
good times.
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Scout Picture Appears on TV3 

Weather

175th Dublin (Castleknock)Bake in

The Picture below of some Sea Scouts Canoeing near the Arches in 

Malahide appeared recently on the TV 3 Weather as a background image.
Recently, the Beaver Scouts of the 175th Dublin (Castleknock) Scout Group 
held a Bake-in and produced Scones galore. Great fun was had by all and 
they were ably assisted by their Section Scouter’s, Caitriona Peelo and 
Derek Byrne (a baker with Superquinn).
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171st River Valley - New Flag Blessing 

and Cub Chief Scout Award Presentations

On Sunday the 2nd of December the 171st Rivervalley Scout Group has 

double celebration.

The first was the commissioning of its new group flag, incorporating a 

bright bold group logo featuring water, field, mountain and sky, representing 

the training grounds of a scout in the one programme and the cornerstones 

of the group activities. The group also commissioned a group badge 

incorporating this logo.
It was present at the first investiture, 
and has invested countless scouts 
in River Valley since that day. It has 
flown proudly over many campsites, 

The colour party representing all 
sections and leaders were led in 
by Conor Brennan carrying the old 
unit flag of the 171st River Valley 
which was blessed before been 
laid-up, in his address David Batt 
noted 
“The replacement of a flag is not 
an easy decision. It is not about 
the burying of the past and its 
history but in celebrating it and 
carrying it forward to a new era. 
This flag is steeped in the history 
of the 171st, it was handmade 
for the unit and the quality of the 
workmanship still shows through. 
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in Ireland, the UK, Germany and 
indeed has travelled to with the 
group into the Arctic Circle. It has 
led many parades and indeed 
funerals of former members. It has 
stood the test of time, but time has 
now taken its toll on it. By preserving 
it know whilst it is still in usable 
condition will allow us to keep it for 
future generations”.
The new group flag was paraded 
in by the quartermaster Stephen 
Gilsenan and blessed, this was 
followed by the presentation and 
blessing of the new group badge.
The County Commissioner for Fingal 
Bernie Reddy then presented five 
Chief Scout Awards (Cub) and noted 
the work and effort each cub had put 
into award. Mealla Barry and Paula 
Deegan Scouters from the Explorer 
Cub Section then elaborated on the 
challenges that each cub had gone 
through. They thanked numerous 
leaders and groupings from the 
national cub team down to group 
level noting especially David Brogan 
of the Venture Leader and member 
of the MPC team for bring the cub’s 
n the first Cub Overnight Expedition.
Bernie then presented two merit 
awards firstly to group treasurer 
Paula Deegan who has also served 

as a scouter in the Explorer Cub 
Pack and is now in the Eagle Scout 
Troop. The seconds is to the former 
Group Leader (6 years) and current 
Beaver Scouter Sharon Chapman, 
noting that it was her efforts in 2004 
/ 2005 that got the group reopened 
after a short closure.
The parade was then led out by the 
new group flag



Woodbadge Presented to Barry 

Kennedy
Caherdavin at the 
County Cub Challenge 
Day 2012

Congratulations to Catherdavin Scouter Barry Kennedy who was presented 

with his ‘Wood Beads’ at  Limerick Scout County AGM held in the 

Greenhills. Well done Barry.

The Woodbadge is an internationally recognized award presented to 

Scouters who complete the Scouting Leadership Programmes (six courses 

and a project). Scouters are presented with 2 wooden beads. 

The beads were first presented at the initial leadership course in 

September 1919 at Gilwell Park. The origins of Wood Badge can be traced 

searched for a distinctive award for the participants in the first Gilwell 
course. He constructed the first award using two beads from Dinizulu’s 
necklace, and threaded them onto a leather thong given by an elderly South 
African in Mafikeng, calling it the Wood Badge.

back to 1888, when Baden-Powell 
was on a military campaign in 
Zululand (now part of South 
Africa). He pursued Dinizulu, 
a Zulu king, for some time, but 
never managed to catch up with 
him. Dinizulu had a 12-foot (4 
m)-long necklace with more than 
a thousand acacia beads. Baden-
Powell is said to have found 
the necklace when he came to 
Dinizulu’s deserted mountain 
stronghold. Such necklaces 
were known as iziQu in Zulu and 
were presented to brave warrior 
leaders.Much later, Baden-Powell 
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The County Challenge day was held 
in our hall on Sunday November 
25th.we had 2 teams in this 
competition. we had one young 
team that preformed very well 
considering they had only 4 on the 
team. Our Senior team we were 
quietly confident that they would do 
well as 3 of the team had been on 
the team last year that went to the 

National Final. And boy did these 
6 lads do the cub pack proud as 
the boys not only came in the top 
three but they won the County Cub 
Challenge.
The morning saw the boys take part 
in challenges such as memory tests, 
plank walking, fun base, Pioneering 
and other challenges. The afternoon 
saw us take part in a table quiz. 
When both parts of the day were 
added together we had won. The 
boys now qualify for the National 
Finals which will take place in 
Maynooth in Late February 2013.



Brain Boru County Venture/Rover 

Leave No Trace Camp

Brian Boru Venture and Rover Scouts took part in a training camp to further 

their skills in Backwoods Camping and learn more about Leave No Trace.

They took part in activities learning about equipment, safe use of tools,  

food hygiene, fire lighting, backwoods cooking, and leave no trace.  

The weekend helped everyone to share a range of skills and personal 

experiences with others.  The evening was finished off with a 2 hour night 

orienteering challenge, a Fiji oven roasted ham for supper and a campfire.  

Although temperatures were low the Ventures and Rovers braved the 

elements and camped out in the forest, but made sure that the next day 

they remembered the 
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7 Principles of 
Leave No Trace

Plan Ahead and Prepare
Be Considerate of Others

Respect Farm Animals and Wildlife
Travel and Camp on Durable Ground

Leave What You Find
Dispose of Waste Properly
Minimize the Effects of Fire



7th Cork (St Finbarr’s) Awards Night

The Chief Scout Michael John Shinnick had a special night last Thursday 

when he presented no fewer than nine Chief Scout Awards to scouts of the 

7th Cork (St. Finbarr’s) Doyle Road.  The Chief Scout in speaking said that 

the quality of the projects were very good and were quite varied through 

the various topics.  He went on to say “Scouting is all about building 

friendships and the Chief Scout Award which is the highest accolade that 

can be awarded to a scout, helps to make lifelong friends. “There is a 

worldwide recognition of the award and can be a very important part of 

putting a cv together. “It is
 great to see young committed people taking on 

a project and seeing it through to 
the end”

Scout leader Alan Donovan 
praised the work and time put in 
by each scout and thanked all 
the leaders of the group for their 
help and encouragement.
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Leave No Trace Award
Two Ongar Cub Scouts Help Dublin Zoo

The 1st,2nd&3rd Derry St Mary’s Scout group in Creggan are the first 

group in the county to finish their Leave No Trace. We would like to thank  

Gerry Hamilton a former Scout leader from Creggan who has been more 

than helpful to our group since we reopened two years ago. Also big thanks 

must go to Scout Leaders Gerry Doherty and Charlie Mc Chrystal. Well 

done to all the Scouts on this worthy achievement.

Two Cub Scouts from the Ongar Scout 
Group in Atha Cliath 15 Scout County 
went beyond the call of Duty as they 
raised a mighty amount of money for 
the endangered snow leopards.
The 2 Cub Scout’s didn’t paws for a 
second when they found out about the 
peril facing the animals on a recent 
Scout trip to the Zoo. They proceeded 
to organise a cake sale to help this 
cause. Gerry Creighton from Dublin 
Zoo made a surprise visit to their latest 
Scout Meeting to accept a Cheque for 
€150 from the Cub Scouts.
He said “ it’s great to see young 
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people caring about endangered 
animals and it’s brilliant to see them 
going out and raising money and 
awareness.
The Cub Scouts went door to door 
selling Brownies, fairy cakes and 
an assortment of buns to friends 
and neighbours who all helped the 
Cause.
An Article about this event appeared 
in the Daily Mirror 

Also on the night a Chief Scout 
award was presented to one Scout 
from County Commissioner Declan 
Heaney.



The Cú Chulainn Challenge

The Down and Connor Venture County Cú Chulainn Challenge was 

held over the third weekend in November at Tollymore Forest Park. The 

whole weekend was focused around the title theme and the four bases on 

Saturday all linked to a story of Cú Chulainn.

Around 25 Ventures were split into four teams on Friday night, receiving 

team scarfs and given the rest of the evening to get to know each other.

The four bases on Saturday were operated in a Round-Robin system. 

The first base was a friction bridge, relating to Cú Chulainn’s journey from 

Ireland to Scotland. We were shown pictures detailing the method for ten 

seconds and then had to build the bridge using only spars and no sisal.  

as well as some leaders wearing 
wolf onesies. That was made a bit 
more difficult by having buckets of 
water and flour thrown around us. 
There was also a few team building 
activities for the opportunity of extra 
points.

The final base was based around 
the Táin Bó Cúailnge (Cattle Raid of 
Cooley), where Cú Chulainn single-
handedly defeated the armies of 
Queen Medb of Connacht. The prize 
bull of the story was the inspiration 
for this base: a mechanical 
Rodeo Bull. Points were awarded 
depending on how long you could 
stay on for. It was great craic while it 
lasted, but all of us were sore for the 
days after.

Base number two was a sisal 
spider’s web challenge. We had 
to pass each member of the 
team through the web, which was 
suspended above the ground 
between two trees, without touching 
the sisal. It was a time trial with 
further points lost for team members 
touching the sisal.

The third base told the story of 
how Sétanta got the name of Cú 
Chulainn. We learned about his 
prowess with a hurl, and had to 
try and replicate it ourselves by 
hitting the targets within the forest, 
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We were given a few hours to 
relax our muscles and were told 
that we had to prepare a sketch for 
the campfire later on. That night 
we arrived by torchlight to closing 
ceremony campfire and barbeque. 
We acted out our hilarious sketches 
before the prizes were presented to 
the winning team. There were prizes 
for the best sketch, for the team 
that had amassed the most points 
and, Mark Thompson, the county’s 
Venture CPC revealed a new award 
for the camp that would be awarded 
to one person. The ‘Spirit of Cú 
Chulainn Award’ was presented to 
Padraig O’Neill of 10th Antrim for 
his scouting enthusiasm over the 
weekend. The amazing trophy was 



My first trip and Sleepover with the Cub Scouts
On the 27th of October I arrived at 
the Scout Den at 8.30, then we got 
on the bus. People were trying to 
sleep but most people were making 
noise and then we got dropped off 
at Strangford. Then we got a ferry 
across the water, we had to walk 
a little to get to the aquarium. We 
saw lots of starfish. We got to hold 
some of them, there were also baby 
seahorses. Then we all got lunch, 
after lunch we went to the park. We 
went on a swing and a slide. After 
that we saw Claire the Scientist. She 
showed us lots of experiments. My 
favourite experiment that she did 
was with a tea bag and a lighter. 

Then we walked to Castle Ward 
and we saw a man wood turning. 
He was making a bowl and then 
we went to have a look around the 
castle. We went back on the bus 
and headed to the Den. 

We prepared the dinner. I had 
chicken curry and rise then we 
washed up and then we got our 
p.j.s on and got our sleeping bags 
ready. Then we got into our sleeping 
bags and watched a movie. It was 
late when we got to sleep. Sunday 

a polished and varnished hurl 
with an engraved silver crest and 
blank shields up the handle for 
future winners.
It was a great weekend for 
all involved, and brilliantly 
coordinated by the leader team. 
We’re all looking forward to next 
year’s challenge and hope it lives 
up to the high standards set this 
year.

Written By  Fionntan Byrne 
Venture Scout 10th Antrim 
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morning we were up early and had our 
breakfast and then we packed our stuff 
and we were ready to go home. This 
was a great weekend. The End.

Rebecca Martin Mc Court
Cub Scout



Failte go Tithe an Oireachtais Maghercloone Scouts have Investiture

Welcome to the Houses of the Oireachtas was extended recently to leaders 

of the Malahide Sea Scout Group. Ten members from the group were 

joined by Ruth Hughes of Scouting Ireland to a full visit of both houses.

Leinster House as we know, is home to our elected representatives but 

on entering through the doors you step back into Ireland’s history .Several 

large portraits greet you in the entrance hall. Eamon De Valera, Cathal 

Brugha,Michael Collins,W.T.Cosgrave and Arthur Griffith. The further into 

the house you go the more of its history unfolds with galleries of former 

Taoisigh, to hallways with portraits of heads of the upper and lower houses.

The group Investiture of 
Maghercloone Scout Group took 
place recently when Beaver Scouts, 
Cub Scouts and Scouts were 
invested.  Three of the Leader 
team Mark Ramsay, Olga Ramsay, 
and Dorothy Murphy were also 
presented on the night with their five 
year service awards. All had a great 
night.

A text message that was sent by the 
Chief Scout to new Group Leader 
Siobhainn Kelly was read out where 
the Chief wished the group the 
best of luck for the year ahead and 
congratulated the Group on the 
Numbers they have in the Group in 
Maghercloone. 

What brought the leadership 
of Malahide Sea Scouts to 
Parliament? Was it to bend the 
Minister of Finance Mr.Noonan’s 
ear before budget day to 
increase spending on Scouting. 
No such luck ! However it was a 
great opportunity to see inside 
the corridors of power. Thanks 
to group our leader Robert 
McKernan who arranged the 
visit.
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1. For the January meeting, 
applications can be submitted up 
until 31st December 2012.

2. There are three categories of 
Awards for Scouters; Service, 
Merit and Honour. 
The details of the 
criteria for easy 
award can be seen 
HERE 

The National Adult Awards

Everyone likes to be thanked and recognising the work done by Scouters 

in your Group/County is of the utmost importance. One way of doing 

this is through the Awards Scheme. While no one expects reward for the 

contribution they make to Scouting, receiving thanks by way of an award is 

a very positive experience for the recipient.

The National Awards Committee meets 3 times per year and the next 

meeting is due to take place in January 2013. This could be a good 

opportunity for you to say thank you to a Scouter in your Group/County. 

Why not apply for an award for someone in your Group and present it on 

Founders Day in February?

3. Applications for service 
awards can be made through 
my.scouts.ie by clicking HERE 
or by pasting the following URL 
into your browser;

4. Applications for Merit and Honour Awards 
can be made through the Scouting Ireland 
Database.

5. A book of sample citations has been 
released by the National Adult Resources 
Committee to give you some guidance on 
how to write a recommendation 
when nominating someone 
for an award. This can be 
seen HERE or by pasting the 
following URL into your browser;

Should you need any support or 
help with completing these forms 
please contact your Provincial 
Support Officer, Group Support 
Facilitator or Margaret in National 
Office.
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Please consider using 
this structure as a way 
to say thanks to the 
Scouters on your team.
You can download the 
notice by Clicking HERE 

Cherokee Native 
American Cub Scout 
Looking for a pen pal

I am writing because my Girl Scout found a penpal in Ireland and her little 
brother, Lil’Man, wishes desperately to have a Penpal in Ireland also. ;)

We are Cherokee Native Americans, live in Brighton, CO and Lil’Man is 6 
years old, that is a Tiger Cub Scout here in the Boy Scouts of America. My 
son and his older sister Wahlos have severe PTSD from abuse that they 
and I were the victims of from their biological father when they were smaller. 
We are still on the long road to recovery but Scouting has been a real 
catalyst for healing recently and as our ancestry includes Irish Americans 
and their Daddy (my new husband) is Irish American, both children have 
really wanted to visit Ireland! He wants to learn everything there is to know 
about Ireland and hopes to become an “Official” member of a Pack there, 
get a Handbook and perhaps earn a couple Badges that we don’t have here 
in America! Someday he hopes to visit Ireland and if he has a Penpal, either 
individual or a whole Pack, then he would already have someone to visit 
when he arrives!

If you are interested you can Contact the cubscouts@scouts.ie for more 
information.

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/16%2004%20National%20Awards%20Committee.pdf
https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?hl=en_GB&formkey=dFV6RnZZcHJrcmwyanZtaHlnckwzWlE6MQ#gid=0
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Adult%20Resources/Adult%20Awards%20Sample%20Citations.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Group%20Leaders%20Mailing/2012/November/32%20-%20Adult%20Awards%20Reminder.pdf


Rathcormac Scouts Almost two years into the thick of the 
One Programme 18th Santry Friday 
Cubs were taking a journey through 
Medieval Times and asked could 
they do something to raise money for 
charity. 
It was suggested to them that it might 
be a good idea to do a sponsored 
hike from Greystones to Bray in Co 
Wicklow in aid of UNICEF. Once given 
an understanding of the role UNICEF 
plays for Children around the world the 
idea of Children helping Children really 
captured their imagination and they set 
about raising sponsorship with gusto.
The hike took place on Oct 21st which 
turned out to be a beautiful sunny 
Sunday afternoon. In addition to the 
sponsorship aspect of the event it 

Rathcormac Scouts who 
participated on a 18km hike 
along the Galty Mountain 
range in very difficulty weather 
conditions Sunday 25th Nov 
2012. This hike is part of 
fitness training programme in 
preparation for taking part in Tom 
Crean Scout Challenge which 
will take place in Iceland Feb 
2013 and involves a seven days 
of trekking across mountains and 
glaciers in Iceland not for the 
faint hearted.
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Santry Cubs: UNICEF Fundraising Champions
was a perfect opportunity to help Cubs 
progress through their Hill Walking 
Skills and no Cub hike is complete 
without a wide game or two along the 
way.
All in all a fabulous day was had by 
everyone involved. The big plus was 
the Cubs who partook in the event 
raised €520. The fundraising team at 
UNICEF were overwhelmed at the 
Cubs initiative and effort. So much 
so that Claudine Kelly called out to 
our den three weeks later to accept 
a cheque from the Cubs, to present 
them with a certificate recognising 
their efforts and made them UNICEF 
Fundraising Champions on their 
website.The whole event shows the 
amazing scope the One Programme 

offers the youth 
members when 
their programme 
ideas are 
listened to, 
encouraged, 
nurtured and 
supported by 
their Scouters.
Well done to 
all the Cubs 
involved. 18th 
Santry Friday 
Cubs Scouters. 

http://www.unicef.ie/Fundraising-Champions-184.aspx


The October Bank Holiday weekend brought some 30 Ventures from 
Roscrea (Tipperary), Durrow (Laois), Killaloe (Clare) and Meelick (Limerick) 
to complete a 5 day and 4 night joint Residential Project as part of their Chief 
Scout Award Project. Completing the Chief Scout Award project comes with 
the added bonus of the recipients also qualifying for their Presidents / Gaisce 
award.

On Friday night the Ventures and their Leaders met at the National Water 
Activities Centre in Killaloe; after some food it was time for the Ventures to 
get to know one another. On Saturday morning everyone was up bright and 
early and off on the water along the Shannon Canoeing and Kayaking. In the 
afternoon the Ventures undertook the community element of their weekend. 
The gutters at the National Water Activities Centre were cleaned out and 
some weeding done as well as the commencement of the painting of the 
Boat Store shed and Wardens/Staff building. Saturday evening brought a 
welcome trip to the Chippers in Killaloe.

Sunday morning the clocks going back gave a welcome extra hour in bed; 
but when everyone got up it was time to finish the clean-up from Saturday’s 
endeavours and then head to Roscrea for the second part of the weekend.
Meeting up at the Scout Hall in Roscrea at 7pm, it was time to work on 
setting up the Hall for the CAHPA fair on Saturday November 3rd. CAHPA is 
a project supporting  Physically Handicapped Artists in Abidjan in the Ivory 
Coast. The charity is led by Irene Griffin from the Methodist Community in 
Roscrea whom with her husband spent time in the 1980’s on the missions in 
the Ivory Coast. The Ventures had previously met with Irene; who explained 
all about her project. The Ventures were divided into five groups; to price up 
all the handcrafted products and to build the scouting stands to display the 
products. By 11pm everything was set-up and then it was time to relax with a 
movie.
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An early rise was again the order of the day on the Monday; with the Ventures 
all out in Golden Grove for a challenging Orienteering Course; then it was off to 
the campsites in Srahan Scout Campsite for more activities. The Ventures took 
part in four bases including Rabbit skinning; Tree Climbing; Halloween Pumpkin 
Carving and Campfire sketches. Dinner was a combination of Pasta Carbonara 
and Rabbit Stew. The weekend was finished off with a campfire. Tired but 
happy to have completed this significant element of their Chief Scout Award the 
Ventures went home on the Tuesday morning.

On Saturday November 3rd; all the Ventures and their Leaders were back 
together again in the Scouthall to put the final touches to the CAHPA Fair. The 
jobs were allocated with some working in the Café; some on stall duties and 
others in town promoting the fair. By 1pm everything was ready to go. Just before 
2pm the hall was buzzing; the Nationwide TV crew had arrived. Following the 
photo shoots and the interviews it was time to cut the ribbon to officially launch 
the fair. The excitement in the hall continued without a break for three hours with 
a steady crowd from the Scouting and Local community passing through the 
hall. The Damer Court Hotel provided some much needed Soup and Rolls and a 
big thank you also to the many bakers of buns and scones. In total €1,900 was 
raised for the Ivory Coast charity.

Chief Scout Award project



Snugboro Scouts receive Bronze 

Honours Awards

Two scouts from the 20th Mayo (Snugboro Scouts) were presented with 

the Bronze Honour Award by the chief scout, Michael John Shinnick. 

In an awards ceremony on Saturday 13th October 2012 the chief scout 

presented Jonathan and Sinead Lally with the awards for their courage and 

strength over the past year. 

Jonathan, a cub at the time, was 10 when he became ill in 2011. He had 

Aplastic Anemia, which is a disease in which the bone marrow fails to 

was back working properly and was 
allowed home. He was not able to 
return to school until April 2012. 
Thankfully both are now hale and 
hearty, back at school and back with 
us in scouts. Jonathan is now in our 
Scout group and Sinead is in our 
Cub group.

The Chief Scout, Michael John 
Shinnick, was met with a guard 
of honour consisting of beavers, 
sixers, patrol leaders and venture 
executive. After speaking to 
everyone in the guard of honour he 
was led to the hall where the Group 
Leader Kevin Cooke welcomed the 
chief scout, Jonathan and Sinead’s 
family and friends and all the 

produce sufficient numbers 
of blood cells. For months he 
had to have blood transfusions 
3 to 4 days a week. During 
this time tests identified that 
his sister Sinead, a Beaver at 
the time, was a suitable bone 
marrow donor. Jonathan had 
chemotherapy in July and 
on 13th July Sinead bravely 
underwent the procedure 
required and became his bone 
marrow donor. Jonathan spent 
6 weeks in isolation in Crumlin 
Hospital until his immune system 
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scouts and scouters. The County 
Commissioner Caroline Chambers 
addressed the group and explained 
the background to why the awards 
were being presented. The Chief 
Scout Michael John Shinnick spoke 
about the awards and presented 
Jonathan and Sinead with Bronze 
honours awards. During his address 
he told the group that this was 
a unique occasion because the 
scouts were being presented with 
awards that were from the adult 
category. The Lally family thanked 
the scouts for presenting the awards 
to Jonathan and Sinead and for 
arranging the award ceremony.



New scout group for 
Tulla Co Clare
History was made in the east 
Clare village of Tulla on Sunday 
18th November 2012 when a new 
scouting group 12th Clare, Tulla 
Scouts were invested. 
At the inaugural Investiture, held 
in St Joseph’s Secondary School 
14 scouters (leaders), 26 Beaver 
scouts and 30 Cub scouts were 
invested. 

The group is headed up by Judy 
McCormack who is supported by 
Cub leader Deirdre Duff and Beaver 
leader Micky Donnellan and 11 other 
Scouters. 

Brian Webster, (Western Province, 
Provincial Commissioner), 
Eilish Molamphy, (Clare County 
Commissioner), Noel Leahy, 
(Western Province, Provincial 
Suppory Officer) and Joe Doherty 
(Retired PSO) represented Scouting 
Ireland.   Special Guests included 
local priests Fr. Martin O Brien and 
Fr. Brendan Lawlor, local councillor 
Joe Cooney, TD’s Pat Hayes and 
Timmy Dooley and VEC officer 

Mayo footballer, Barry Moran, 
called in to congratulate them 
and present them both with a 
football jersey. Barry waited 
around afterwards for a chat with 
the scouts.

The ceremony finished with a 
few scout songs and some light 
refreshments. Following the 
ceremony the chief scout spent 
time meeting with many of the 
scouts, parents and friends.
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Seamus Bane. Friends and Family 
also attended the event which was a 
great day for all.

Before the investitures Fr. Brendan 
blessed the group and told some 
stories of his time in Kilrush scouts 
over 50 years ago.  He was later 



made an honouree member 
of Tulla scouts when he was 
invested by Cub Scout Medh De 
Faoite.

The investiture is the official start 
of the scout’s journey.  They 
receive a symbolic neckerchief 
and a woggle at the ceremony 
which not only welcomes them 
into Tulla Scouts, but into the 
world scout family.

The Beavers group which 
caters for children between six 
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and eight meet on Thursday 
evenings from 7pm -8pm in St 
Mochullas school hall.  The Cub 
group which caters for children 
between nine and eleven meet 
on Wednesday evenings from 
7pm -8.30pm in St Mochullas 
school hall.  It is hoped next year 
to set up a scout section catering 
for ages twelve to fourteen.  The 
group is at full capacity for this 
year but if anyone wants more 
information or would like to get 
involved as an adult volunteer 
they can contact Judy on 087 
9392376.



During our trek Ross was sent apple 
fishing as he temporarily forgot 
the rules of “leave no trace” and 
flung his apple over a wall into the 
wilderness. After emerging without 
the apple and nettle stung from 
head to toe, he picked up another 
piece of rubbish to compensate and 
had to carry it with him for the rest of 
the journey. (Sucks to be you Ross!)
We staggered across the causeway 
at low tide, battling the gale force 
winds and torrential rain, to arrive at 
the island with a full-time population 
of two. A kind old man/native 
stopped his jeep and offered us a lift 
but surprise surprise, Nadine said 
“No!” *Angry face*

After pitching our tents in front of 
the “No-camping” sign near the pier, 
we cooked dinner on the trangias, 
played cards and then went to bed.

Day 2:
After awaking and striking camp, 
we wandered the island in search 
of St. Patrick’s Wishing Chair aka 
The Rock. On the way we saw and 
tormented an anenome, a little sea 
creature that clings to rocks and 
acts like a Venus Fly-Trap when 
touched. We then got a boat ride to 
Rosses Point and pitched our tents 
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beside the den there. After lunch we 
had a tour of the RNLI and then went 
swimming in the sea. That evening we 
played some more games and flew a 
kite. Darragh then spent the next 3 ½ 
hrs untangling the kite strings.

Day 3:
After breakfast we left for Benbulbin. 
This was the best weather we had all 
camp. Our guide for the hike, Aisling, 
became an example of why it’s so 
important to wear sunscreen! It took 
us 3 hrs to hike to the top, where we 
had lunch with a spectacular view 
of the Sligo and Donegal coastline. 
Baby Teagan had the best view from 
her carrier on her daddy’s back and 
seemed to enjoy it as much as us. We 
explored a cave we found near the 
summit and one of the leaders went for 
a dip in a bog pond! On the way down 
we met Superman (a man wearing a 
blue cape) and it was so warm that we 
all had a paddle in the mountain stream 
to cool down. When we got back to 
Rosses Point we went for a quick 
swim in the freezing cold sea before 
dinner. After dinner we baked a yummy 
chocolate cake, played with the baby 
and had her in hysterics laughing and 
then planned our route to Grange for 
the following day.

Once upon a time, Saturday 28th July, five sleepy-eyed Venture Scouts (and 
their most fearless leader) met at Maynooth train station to embark on their 
journey of the north-west coast. Having said our goodbyes we departed the 
train station at 9.37am with a destination of Sligo.
On our train journey, to one passenger’s amusement and another’s 
annoyance we played some quite hilarious “figure it out as you go” games. 
We also played cards and at one point Darragh’s coke can exploded in his 
bag of its own accord (like literally)!

We arrived in Sligo where our other leaders and a 10 month old baby joined 
us and we set off on foot with our tents and rucksacks to Coney Island.

Venture Annual Camp 2012



looked a bit dodgy! We then decided to go to the Hurdy Gurdys and go on the 
amusements. After drinking some tea we decided maybe we should just play 
mini-golf, Laura won. Woop woop go Laura! (guess who wrote that bit)
We missed the last bus so we got a taxi back to Ballyshannon, which turned 
out to be cheaper then the bus anyway. We got pizza, burgers and chips from 
Macari’s which we ate beside a statue of Rory Gallagher. Then we walked 
back to the campsite, watched a beautiful sunset, some tv and went to bed.

Day 6:
We had a lie in on the Thursday which was bliss. Breakfast consisted of 
noodles, pan fried bread and oranges. We relaxed for the morning and 
enjoyed the rare bit of sunshine, then took down our tents. At 2 o’clock we 
went kayaking on the lake at the campsite for a couple of hrs, then it was 
off to Sligo town scout den where we were to spend the next 2 nights.. That 
evening we made delicious home-made pizzas and got a bit giddy due to 
over-tiredness and too much Coca-Cola!

Day 7:
A free day, yay! We went shopping in Sligo town and saw Ted in the cinema. 
That evening we took down the tents we had pitched in the den to air and 
packed them away. We changed into some clean clothes especially packed 
for tonight and went out for a really nice meal with our leaders in a restaurant 
with ice-cream for dessert. Eoin actually licked his plate clean! After dinner we 
walked around the town for a bit, got some more ice-cream and headed back 
to the den.
Day 8:

Up earlyish, cleaned the den, packed up our stuff and headed off to the train 
station to go home *sad face*. We all agreed that the week had flown by and 
we would happily have stayed on for another week. On the train home we did 
the banana song and dance and got some strange looks off other passangers. 
Tired (and probably smelly) we arrived back in Maynooth to our anxiously 
waiting parents. Overall it was a very successful camp and we cant wait for 
the next one!

Day 4: - UGH!!!
18 k on foot in the rain, carrying 
rucksacks! On the way we stopped 
at Yeats’ grave and placed some 
flowers on it. Ross was like a 
deadman walking so we missed our 
bus from Grange to Ballyshannon 
and had to wait for the next one. We 
had a short walk from Balllyshannon 
to the lakeside campsite. We 
checked in, pitched our tents and 
had much-needed showers and 
washed and dried some clothes. We 
hung out in the TV room for an hr 
and then went to bed because we 
were so tired after our long walk to 
Grange.
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Day 5:
We woke up at 8am, had breakfast 
and then Karl dropped us into 
Bundoran where we struggled into 
wetsuits and went surfing. This 
was great fun, we all enjoyed it and 
some of us were actually quite good! 
When the surfing was finished we 
walked through Bundoran in our wet 
swimsuits to Waterworld and went 
on the slides etc. After we went to 
Lidl to buy lunch. Darragh got a 
“lidl” seasick right at the check-outs! 
Check this out Lidl! 
Right outside Lidl we decided this 
was as good a place as any to 
cook our lunch, so we took out the 
Hexi and made soup. We got a few 
worried looks from customers as we 
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A very Merry Christmas  and 
a Happy New Year from all the 

Communications Team

Remember Discover - Together
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