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Well we here on the team hope you all had a good break over Christmas and are now recharged 

and ready for a great Scouting 2013. We wish you all a very happy new year and welcome you to 

the first edition of the Inside Out for 2103. This month we feature the European Symposium which 

is to be staged for the first time in Dublin. We want to fill you in on a new Initiative for 2013 called 

Community Celebration week. We report on what was another great Santa day Project in Larch Hill.

We have all the usual features and as usual loads of news from around the country. So if you 

haven’t made a new year’s resolution this year yet how about this one. “I’m going to make sure that 

my Group are featured this year in Inside Out.

So we hope you enjoy this issue and the deadline for submissions is the 31st January. Please send 

all your submissions to communications@scouts.ie  

Jimmy Cunningham

Communications Commissioner

Santa Days Page 24

“Live without pretending, 
love without depending, listen 
without defending, speak 
without offending”
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The European Scout Symposium 
the biggest international Scout 
Conference taking place this year 
has been confirmed to be taking 
place in Dublin. Upwards on 200 
delegates from all over Europe will 
descend on Dublin between the 5th 
and 7th April. This event will be one 
of the many events Scouting Ireland 
will be staging in 2013 as part of the 
Gathering Initiative.
Speaking at the announcement 
Scouting Ireland’s International 
Commissioner Christy Mc Cann 
said he was delighted that the 
European Scout Committee had 
chosen Ireland as the Venue, 
for this very important European 
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Conference. This event will have 
up to 200 Scouting representatives 
from all over Europe come and 
taste the hospitality of Ireland and in 
Particular that of Scouting Ireland. 
Christy went on to say that he will 
be working with the organizing team 
to make sure the conference runs 
smoothly and that all the Visitors to 
Ireland will have a good experience 
especially in this year the Year of 
the Gathering 2013. Over the course 
of the weekend Scouting Ireland 
will be promoting their National 
Scout Centre’s and encouraging 
the representatives of the European 
Countries to go back and give the 
message that Ireland is a great 

venue and great value for their Scout 
Groups to come and Camp in. 
The European Scout Symposium 
itself is an opportunity for all National 
Scout Associations to meet with 
members of the European Scout 
Committee, to look at how things 
are working, to look further into the 
future and contribute to the thinking 
in developing the next Regional 
Scout Plan. 5th European Scout 
Symposium will take place from 5-7 
April in Dublin Ireland.

The event will bring together key 
decision makers of the Region to 
consult on how the Region has been 
developing and assessing the impact 
of the Regional Scout Plan. This will 
lead to a fully participative approach 
to help develop the next proposal for 
the Regional Scout Plan as well as 
the working methods to enable the 
plan to become not just a plan for the 
European Committee, but one that is 
owned by the NSOs/NSAs that make 
up the Region.

5th European Scout Symposium to be staged in Dublin



Scouting Ireland Community Celebration 

Week, is our biggest country-wide awareness 

event of the year 

Taking place from 12th-21st April 2013, Scouting Ireland Community Celebration 

Week not only gives us the opportunity to bond with the local community, but it’s a 

chance to promote and champion all the inspiring things we do during the other 51 

weeks of the year.
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1. Support the community with an event 
that delivers real benefit to your local area, 
enabling young people to give something 
back. 

2. Promote the profile of Scouting in your 
area and nationally. This highlights the 
great work that we do 

3. Work with parents and the public helps 
to increase awareness of the need for adult 
volunteers 

4. Earn Your project could also help you 
work towards a number of Scouting Ireland 
badges.

Why take part?

So what have we to do?

Now PLAN
1. Get to know your Community
2. Discover the possibilities
3. Make “A” possibility a REALITY by developing a mind map

The next steps are DO, then REVIEW…. Its over to YOU!!

Speaking to the Chief Scout “Working together we’re going to 
make a huge difference to communities up and down the country.”

By Products of Community Celebration Week

• Local activities with a National Profile
• Raising awareness of YOUR Scout Group in YOUR local   
 Community, which can assist your Group with future support
• Active links with other Community Groups

More Details on this will be released 
soon!!
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Facilitator Matt Kavanagh was very 
happy with the level of information 
that was collected on the day.  He 
will feed all the points raised on the 
day into the Overall 2020 vision 
plan. 

The NMC are due to discuss the 
outcomes of all the workshops that 
have taken over the last 4 months 
at their next Meeting.

NSRAP have their Transformation 20/20 

Vision Session

Recently the National Spiritual Religious Advisory Panel NSRAP held 

their 20/20 vision workshop in Larch hill.

Over 25 people were in attendance. The session was introduced by both 

the Chairperson of NSRAP Dave Kinneally and Chief Scout Michael John 

Shinnick. The session was very successful with some great debate and 

discussion taking place. 



Scouting Ireland National Centres Meet

The National Scout Centre Camp chiefs and the Camp managers had a 

meeting recently in Larch hill to discuss progress and plans for each of the 

five centres. The meeting was chaired by Damian O Sullivan support officer 

Campsites and facilities. Discussions took place on the various projects 

that are ongoing in all of the centres. The calibre of camp chiefs that we 

have at the moment is of a very high standard and in listening to the plans 

afoot in each of the centres the future looks good for groups using Scouting 

Ireland’s Centres.

Chief Commissioner (Youth 
Programme) joined the meeting 
to discuss ongoing developments 
with the provision of Adventure 
Skills to the various centres. The 
Chief Scout Michael John Shinnick 
was also on hand to discuss 
plans re investment by Scouting 
Ireland in each of the Centres. The 
Communications Commissioner 
Jimmy Cunningham also joined the 
Meeting in the Afternoon to discuss 
ways of promoting and marketing 
the centres. 
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The following Centres were 
represented:

• Larch Hill by Des Ryan Camp Chief  
 and James Usher Manager
• Castle Saunderson by Tony Smith  
 Camp Chief and Finbar Geithins   
 Manger
• Mount Mellary by Camp Chief Pat  
 O Connor
• Lough Dan by Camp Chief Zef   
 Klingenborg 
• Killaloe was not represented
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Beaver Scout News

Hi i’m Spike  , I would like to wish 
everyone a very happy 2013. We 
have just finished our backwoods 
adventure Skill level 1 badge. It 
was a very exciting 5 weeks and I 
learned a lot of stuff. 

On the first week to enter the den 
we had to crawl through a tunnel 
made of branches. We were 
going to be doing backwoods.  
We learned that backwoods is all 
about being able to survive in the 
wilderness.  In order to survive 
you need to have something to 
drink, something to eat and some 
shelter. 

The first game 
we played was 
a relay race . There were about 
40 items on a table and we had to 
run to the table , select something 
that we could use in a survival 
kit and race back , the first lodge 
that had an item each was the 
winner.  Our second task was 
to hold a log chew in our lodges 
and using the items collected in 
the game select them in order of 
importance to survival. 

We finished the meeting 
with a colony log chew , the 

Elders explained what Backwoods 
Skills were all about and we gave 
suggestions as to what we would like 
to do.  I wanted to go hiking and stay 
out overnight in a shelter . I was told 
that I might get to do this in Cubs , but 
that I would learn the skills to be able 
to do it. I was very excited. For our 
next meeting we were asked to wear 
some warm clothes and also make 
sure that it wouldn’t matter if they got 
dirty. What I heard was “we are going 
outside and we are going to get dirty”. 

I wore a tracksuit with a long sleeved 
t-shirt underneath it. I also had on a 
pair of boots and had a pair of gloves 
and a woolly hat. Oh yes and my 
neckerchief. 
At the start of the next meeting we 
had two scouts with our lodge and 
we were brought to the woods behind 
the de . Our first task was to collect 
some firewood , we were shown what 
type of wood to collect . We were 
not allowed to damage trees but to 
collect twigs that had fallen off. When 
we got back the scouts separated the 
wood into 3 piles starting with very 
small twigs( about the size of a nail ). 
The second pile was about the size 
of a marker and building up to a pile 
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of  twigs ( about the size of a wrist. 
They took some cotton wool from 
the survival kit and used a striker to 
make a spark and start a fire. We all 
had a go at making a spark. They 
slowly started to place the smaller 
sticks on top and then once the fire 
got going place the bigger sticks 
on. They left it alone then until the 
flames had died down. They said it 
was ready for cooking.  We didn’t 
cook with a pot , they scooped out 
an Orange and broke an egg into 
in  , replaced the top and covered 
with tin foil and then put it into the 
fire. After 5 mins they took it out and 

the egg was cooked. It tasted lovely.  
The scouts also explained the 
dangers of fire and the rules to obey 
when around fire. 

They showed us their  survival kits 
and we were amazed that so much 
useful stuff could be put into such a 
small container. 

Our task for the next meeting was to 
prepare our own survival kit. So the 
next week we all talked about our 
kits and then completed a crossword 
quiz about fire.  The elders also had 
cut outs of knives , axes and saws 
. We used them so that the Elders 
could show us how to safely use 
the hand tools . When we knew all 
the safety stuff we all got a chance 
to hold and use a knife , axe and 
saw. The elders had a first aid but it 
wasn’t needed as we had all listened 
to the safety advice.  

We were getting ready for a full days 
backwoods adventure next Saturday  
and we had a log chew where we 
had to come up with recipes for 
lunch. We had to be able to cook it 
without using pots . Our kits were 
inspected and advice given on how 
they could be improved. 

 It was a lovely Sunny Saturday but 
a little cold. We met at the den and 
then went over to the forest.  We 
collected some firewood and with a 
little help we got a few fires going. 
We prepared some bread sticks .

After we had the bread sticks dipped 
into jam ( delicious) we started to 
build our shelters . We used plastic 
sheets, rope and tent pegs to make 
our shelters. It was hard work . We 
got loads of dried leaves to put on 
the ground of our shelter . It was 
super soft . The best surprise was 
the Elders then brought us some 
bananas with melted chocolate that 
was cooked on the fire. We ate them 
inside the shelter. 

Our final meeting was to review the 
last few weeks. We used our map 
and I coloured in five challenges.
 
Social  -  Me and Casper build our 
shelter together – Teamwork 
Physical – I Learned about how my 
body works. 
Intellectual – I learned all about 
survival kits.
Character – I used an Axe to cut a 
branch . 
Spiritual – I respected nature and 
used the world around me. 

We also reviewed all the Stage 
Requirements for the Adventure 
Skills Badge.  
- I know what type of clothes to wear 
when going out in nature
- I know how to prepare food for 
cooking
- I know what a basic survival kit 
should contain.
- I know how to behave safely 
around fires.
- I know how to use hand tools 
safely
- I can build a simple shelter 
- I have participated in at least two 
backwoods activities. 



Backwoods Cooking

properly cooked, thus the need for 
slow cooking over embers. Quick 
cooking will cause the food to cook 
on the outside and be raw inside. 

Clean up the area used after you 
are finished and dispose of all food 
scraps carefully. Don’t forget to 
clean your hands also after you 
have finished eating as it is likely 
that it will be your hands that you 
use to hold and eat the food with. 

Here are some Simple recipes for 
you to try out. 

Orange eggs 
Cut an orange in half and eat out 
the contents without breaking the 
skin. Break an egg into the orange 
shell and place on embers and 
allow to cook. When done, eat from 
container. 

Onion eggs 
Cut the onion in half after removing 
the outer skin. Remove internal 
contents except for the remaining 
three outer layers. Break egg into 
shell and place on embers. When 
cooked eat the onion container as 
well assist contents after removing 
the outer scorched layer. 

The secret to successful backwoods 
cooking is to build a good fire that 
will provide hot embers, for it is on 
embers that we cook - not flames. 
One of the problems with embers is 
that they tend to become cool after a 
short while. The keyhole fire solves 
this problem. Build the fire in a large 
circle area and pull the hot ashes 
through into the smaller circle where 
the cooking takes place, as they are 
needed. A two inch bed of ashes is 
required for successful backwoods 
cooking, use beech or oak logs, 
as these will give longer lasting 
embers. Charcoal can also be used 
and it will hold the heat longer than 
wood embers. 

Aluminium foil can be used if you 
want to take the easy way out. With 
it, it is possible to construct pots and 
pans for cooking food or you can 
place your food in an aluminium foil 
envelope. 

The pioneers and backwoodsman of 
the past used only those materials 
that could be found locally for 
creating cooking utensils. They 
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often used leaves and clay as well 
as ingenious cooking spits and 
holders made from green twigs and 
branches (green twigs and branches 
are less likely to go on fire and are 
pliable so they can be worked). 

Hygiene

Although backwoods cooking 
is considered to be primitive in 
approach your food hygiene 
methods should not be. Wash all 
food before use and keep covered 
until you intend to use it. 
Take care not to burn food and 
avoid cooking the food quickly in 
a flame. Make sure all the food is 

Spud egg 
Halve a large potato. Hollow one 
half. Break egg into hollow. Pin two 
halves of potato together with small 
sticks and roast in hot embers. 

Twists 
Mix flour, water and a pinch of salt 
together to form a thick dough, 
adding raisins and sultanas if you 
like. Make a snake like roll of the 
dough and twist this snake like 
fashion on a thick green stick (with 
bark removed). Support it over 
glowing embers turning occasionally 
until the outside turns golden brown. 

Instant hot dogs 
Lay sliced onion on a cabbage leave 
add a sausage or two and place 
more onions on top. 

Wrap up the cabbage leaf tightly and 
secure with a number of small green 
sticks. Place in embers for about 7 - 
10 mins turning occasionally. 

Baked potato 
Perhaps the easiest to cook 
backwoods. Take a potato and place 
it in the embers of the fire. 



Burgers in leaves 
Place three layers of cabbage 
leaves directly onto the hot embers 
and put the burgers or mince patties 
on top of them. After approx. 10 
minutes, turn the meat over, putting 
it onto three new cabbage leaves. 
Repeat this process until the meat is 
cooked. 

Banana hot dogs 
Take a banana and cut a slit in the 
peel down the inside of the curve, 
and open it outwards. 
Remove the banana and feed it 
to a passing baboon or a nearby 
Scout. Now put a sausage inside the 
banana peel and cook it directly on 
the coals. 

Twists 
Mix flour, water and a pinch of salt 
together to form a thick dough, 
adding raisins and sultanas if you 
like. Make a snake-like roll of the 
dough and twist this snake like 
fashion on a thick green stick. 
Support it over glowing embers 
turning occasionally until the outside 
turns golden brown. 

When it is cooked, after about 25 
- 30 mins slice open the skin and 
place a piece of cheese or 
butter on top. 

Simple Kebab 
Remove the bark from a green stick 
and onto it spear slices of bacon, 
mushrooms, sausage, carrot, 
tomato, peppers, and pieces of pork. 
Support the skewer over glowing 
embers turning occasionally. Eat 
when the meat is crisp and golden 
brown. 

Chocolate banana 
Cut a slit lengthways in the banana 
and insert some pieces of chocolate. 
Wrap the whole lot in 
foil and place in the embers. Eat 
once the chocolate melts. 

Stewed Fruit Puddings 
Autumn provides a lot of fruits 
available for use; in the UK for 
example there are Apples, 
Blackberries, and many others. Crab 
apples are more predominant in the 
wild, but make the most of what you 
can find. Get the all together, peel 
the apples and stew them up. This 
can then be used in tarts, pies or 
just eaten on its own. 

Toasties 
To cook the toasties then butter 2 
slices of bread, spread marmalade 
on the opposite side to the buttered 
side, sprinkle currants in the 
marmalade, put the 2 slices of 
bread together with the butter side 
out, wrap in tin foil and place on the 
embers for a couple of minutes.
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Note: Cabbage leaves can replace 
foil in most instances when using 
backwoods cooking recipes. It is 
important that at no time should 
rhubarb leaves be used, as they 
contain a highly poisonous resin. 

Enjoy and have fun . Please send in 
your own recipes to beaverscouts@
scouts.ie
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In Ireland at present there are all 
over the Country,  trails marked that 
people can walk. 

National Waymarked Trails 

http://www.irishtrails.ie/National_
Waymarked_Trails/

These trails are medium to long 
distance walking. Some of these 
are very long and if you decide to 
walk them will take a number of 
days to do. These trails are broken 
into stages and you may decide to 
do a stage near you or a number 
of stages. These trails are usually 
marked by a man with a walking stick 
and are coloured yellow and show 
you with an arrow the way you should 
walk. 

These trails are called Waymarked 
trails and some of their names are 
Wicklow Way, South Leinster Way, 
Burren Way, Kerry Way, Western 
Way, Tain Way, Sli na Rosann.  At 
present there are 43 of these trails. 
Some join up so you can extend your 
journey e.g. Wicklow Way and South 
Leinster Way.

These trails 
usually follow quite 
roads, woodland 
/ forestry tracks, 
mountain paths 
and open 
mountain. They 
can be tackled by 
all ages so stages 
can be done by families and the very 
young. Time can depend on length of 
stage and people on the hike.

Even though waymarked trails 
are marked you should always tell 
someone where you will be walking, 
what time you will finish and bring a 
map / compass / First aid kit with you. 
You will need proper foot ware and 
clothing including rain wear and food.

Go to National Waymarked Trails 
Ireland  for more information. www.
irishtrails.ie

On this website you can get links to 
• Overviews of all trails
• Trail grades (Trails are graded 
from Multi Access to Very Difficult)
• Planning and Safety Tips
• Weather

There is also a Walk Safety Leaflet on 
the site.

Trail



Cycling Trails

These can be divided up into 
1. On road       
2. Off road / Mountain biking

These are graded like the waymarked 
trails depending on length  and over 
ground they cover
There are also Horse Riding and 
Water Based trails.

Coillte

Irelands State forestery Dept has 
and is building more trails within their 
forests. Depending on where you 
live, you can have choices of different 
graded walks and lengths  within the 
forest. Example of one is Avondale 
House, Wicklow.

www.Coillte.ie  for more information.

Route Cards

Route cards help you on hikes by 
showing the following:
 » Start point / position
 » End point / position
 » Notification to others of where you  

 will be and your finishing time
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Other walks in 
Ireland 

Loop walks

These start and usually end at the 
same point BUT it is not always 
the case. They are shorter than 
waymarked walks and sometimes 
much easier to walk. They will 
be marked with the walking man 
If there are different walks within 
the loop they are usually given 
different colours so as to keep 
you on your walk within the loop 
E.g. Glendalough Walks (some of 
these are quite challanging)
Depending on their length they 
can take from an hour to half day 
to full day

All Counties in Ireland have these 
local walks and are a great way to 
start your hiking experience
On these walks you will need to 
bring rain wear,  good boots, food 
and drink. 

These walks are graded (easy to 
difficult, some are wheelchair / 
buggy friendly)

Below is the name of a  great site for 
more information on all these walks.

www.irishtrails.ie

Looped walks by County 
Mountaineering Ireland.

When you get on to the site you can 
do your search by County or area. 
Maps / information can be 
downloaded. There is also a vast 
amount of other imformation on the 
site to help you.

And in between:

• Grid references of marker points   
 between start and end (Legs)
• Magnetic Bearings
• Distances
• Height gained (if any)
• Description of the route (leg)
• Estimated time of the legs
• Total time to do route
• Start time 
• End time
• Number in party
• Date of hike

Other information on the route card could 
be weather for the day. These are very 
detailed as they give details of the journey. 
They also inform hikers what they may 
need on the day. Older Cubs can be shown 
by Scouters / Scouts on how to start to fill 
in.

There are simple versions of route cards 
Cubs can fill in. An example is attached.
Before filling in Route Cards look at maps 
of the area you going to. With practise you 
can get a mental picture of the ground.
Does the ground rise steeply? (colours on 
map)

Is the route safe or are there dangers? 
(streams / rivers, deep valleys, boggy 
ground, cliffs, etc) where care will be 



15

needed. Can these areas be 
avoided? It is better to go around an 
obstruction if possible.
Is it easy to get to start point? (cars / 
bus dropping you off)
Is the finish easy to get to? (Cars / 
bus collectiong you)
Use the 24 hour clock when filling in 
time. No mix up them between e.g. 
9.00am(09:00) and 9.00pm (21:00)
Is the route safe for the time of year 
and capable of completing with the 
age of those present on the hike.
What can you use as check points / 
stops / rest places. (places / points 
to aim for and can be easily found /
seem on your route)

When you start to fill in  a route card 
use the simple one provided.  In 
the description you can name; start, 
points you are going to on the route 
e.g. top hill / mt. Put in name if it has 
one. You could be on a ridge with 
other points and put in these also 
until you get to finish.

Scouters, older Scouts will help you 
with the amount of time your hike will 
last. This will depend on the lenght of 
the hike, the ground, age of thoes on 
the hike and weather conditions on 
the day.

Make sure you fill in the last part – The 
name / phone of the person who knows 
where you are going and knows what 
to do if you do not return by the time 
agreed by you. Give them a copy of 
the route card and also make sure you 
contact this person when you set off 
and are finished so that they know you 
are back safely.

RECAP

Filling in Card
1.Your name, address & contact details.
2. Names of Cubs / Scouters with you.
3. Total number in the group.
4. Start time  (use 24hr clock).
5. Return time (time you hope to finish 
again use 24hr clock).
6. Where you are starting from.
7. Where you are going to finish (it 
could be back at start).
8. Description of where you are going 
and route following to get to finish (this 
is where you break down your journey 
into legs and use different points to get 
to the finish.
9. What equipment the group is 
carrying.
10. Person who knows all about the 
hike  (where you are going, your start 
and finish time).

11. Leave a copy of route card 
with this person.

As you get more practise using a 
map and compass you can start to fill 
in more detailed route cards with the 
help of Scouters, Scouts and parents. 
These are very detailed and give 
magnetic bearings, grid references, 
time on legs of hike, time for climbing 
(you add these together to get total 
time spent on that part of leg)



The Gathering and Scouting Ireland

Recently each group would have got a brochure on how their group can 

organise register a local Gathering event.

The Brochure helps shows you as a section,  how you can engage with 

this project and help give your members a positive International Scouting 

experience, while helping our Country lift its spirits. The brochure also 

lets you know how to register your event with us so that we can promote 

it. Scouting Ireland is proud to be part of this and encourage everyone to 

create an event or join in an event locally or within your County/Province.

Staff and is funded by the National 
Treasurer.

 For more information on this 
event you can click on the link 
below

We will collate and promote all 
that is happening, so let me 
know how you are getting on and 
between the International Team 
and the Communications team 
we will highlight your effort to the 
Country and the wider world.
This initiative is also supported 
by the Chief Scout, Chief 
Executive Officer, National 
Secretary, Provincial 
Commissioners, Chief 
Commissioners, members 
of the National Management 
Committee, Campsite teams, 
Programme Commissioners and 
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https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Group%20Leaders%20Mailing/2012/December/35%20-%20The%20Gathering.pdf


Census 2012

Have you got your Census return sent to National Office?

It is important that each group has completed its census return and to avail 

of rebates it must be returned in accordance with SID 60.10 - Policy on 

Annual Registration Fee & Rebates/Grants to Scout Groups/Counties. 

Also as part of your updating the 
database this year please put in 
as many email addresses for your 
Scouters, Scouts, Venture Scouts 
and Rover Scouts as possible. This 
will aid greatly with communication 
within the organisation. As anyone 
who has an email address on 
the database will get all National 
Mailings and also get the monthly 
Ezine directly.
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https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/60-10%20Policy%20on%20Annual%20Registration%20Fee%2C%20Rebates%20and%20Grants.pdf


Group Headed Paper

The Communications team have developed Scouting Ireland Stationery for 

use nationally within the organisation. As is our policy in trying to assisting 

groups in the development of supports that will assist groups with their 

work locally, we have now developed a template that can be used for the 

design and production of Group letterheads.

We have left it very easy to edit for a group where they only have to add 

their contact details and their Group Badge and they have a fully Branded 

Scouting Ireland letter ready to go into use for all their communications 

needs. The advantages of this for the association is that we are all using 

a consistent look will be helping in building the Scouting Ireland Brand 
nationwide but still retaining your own local identity. See below and 
example of a finish group letter.

To download the template and to develop your own 
group headed paper then click on the link below.

If you require assistance in this then please contact us at 
communications@scouts.ie
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https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/SI%20editable%20letterhead%20template.docx


Scouting Ireland International 
Commissioners’ Forum

International Commissioners had 
also the chance to evaluate the joint 
work done.

by the Regions in three areas: 
volunteering, growth through quality 
and embracing change. The general 
feeling is that the event was very 
successful and accomplished its 
objectives.

The 146 participants from 42 
countries could also enjoy the Greek 
hospitality; they had a morning visit 
to the hill of the Acropolis and a 
night out in Athens. Dinner at the 
Ancient Greek Thematic Restaurant 
took everyone back to 5th century 
BC Athens through recipes inspired 
from Greek writings and a night 
walk in the old city completed what 
was for most an unforgettable 
experience.

It remains to be seen how the 
results of this Forum, the seeds 
planted, will flourish in the coming 
months and lead to more rich, 
diverse and inspiring Guiding and 
Scouting projects in all Associations. 

The International 
Commissioners’ Forum 2012 
was held in Athens from the 6th 
to the 9th of December and was 
attended by Scouting Ireland’s 
International Commissioner  
Christy Mc Cann,  The motto 
for the forum was “Making the 
Connections”. It was an honour 
and a pleasure for the Greek 
Guiding Association and the 
Greek Scout Association to act 
as hosts for the International 
Commissioners of WOSM 
European Region and WAGGGS 
– Europe Region.

The aim of the Forum was 
to strengthen the ties among 
Guides and Scouts across 
Europe and to give them the 
opportunity to exchange ideas 
and experiences, to agree on 
new targets.

The Forum’s programme was 
diverse, offering sessions on 
social media, youth trends, 
succession planning, funding 
and fundraising, among others. 

It is events like this that remind us of our common goals and help us find 
ways to learn from each other and work together towards a better Europe.

For more information about event and some outcomes, 
presentations and more photos please visit
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An interview with Scott Teare, the new 

Secretary General of World Scouting Goodbye from the Former 
Secretary General of 
WOSM

Scott Teare is the new Secretary General of World Scouting, taking over 

from Luc Panissod in the New Year. Scott has been serving World Scouting 

for several decades although in different capacities before taking up this 

top job.

Scott was awarded the Bronze Wolf by the World Scout Committee in 

September 2012 particularly for his contribution to international and World 

Scouting in his former role as the Director of the International Division 

of Boy Scouts of America. He contributed significantly to putting in place 

Dear Friends in Scouting,

As you are certainly aware, I am 
stepping down from my position 
as Secretary General of WOSM 
on 31st December 2012. This is 
therefore the last Christmas/New 
Year e-card that I have the pleasure 
to send to you in this capacity. 

With this short message, and just a 
few days if not hours from “passing 
through the looking glass”, I would 
like to thank you all again for your 
support, trust and confidence over 
these thirty years during which I 
served the Movement and WOSM 
as a professional in Scouting.

I enjoyed my job tremendously, I 
enjoyed working with all of you, 
we have achieved great things 
together and I will certainly miss 
you all. I gave a lot of time, energy 
and passion to Scouting but I got 
much more in return. I owe a lot to 
Scouting and I will remain at the 
disposal of the Movement, if and 
when needed. 

and effecting the Boy Scouts of 
America’s international policy. As 
part of that role, he established 
diplomatic contacts, maintained 
relations and represented Boy 
Scouts of America with American 
businesses operating abroad, 
foreign embassies, key government 
leaders, heads of states and royal 
family members in an effort to 
provide sustained financial support 
and membership growth for World 
Scouting.
Scott takes up his new role at a 
crucial time for the World Scout 
Bureau, which is going through 

I kindly ask you to note my new 
personal email address as from 1st 
January 2013: lpanissod@gmail.
com

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy and Fantastic Scouting 
Year 2013.

Luc Panissod
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significant changes in its current 
management and relocation 
processes.

To view the full interview click on the 
image below

Scdott Teare Luc Panissod

International 
News

http://www.scout.org/en/information_events/resource_centre/worldinfo/special_worldinfo_2013/wosm_s_new_secretary_general_an_interview


The Peace Light of Bethlehem arrives 

in Malahide

The Peace Light of Bethlehem arrived in Malahide Sea Scout Den on St. 

James Terrace after crossing 2 continents just in time for Christmas Eve.

On the 11th December 2012 the candle was lit in the Grotto of Christ’s 

Birth in the Church of the Nativity, in Bethlehem. The flame was taken by 

a young Israeli and Palestinian Scout to Tel Aviv Airport where with the 

support of Austrian Airlines a Scout carried it to Vienna.

From Vienna, Scouts and Guides from all over Europe gathered, to take 

the flame and transported across Europe by rail, by road and on foot 

Scout sail ship Zawisza Czarny 
of the Polish Scout Association 
also took the Peace Light with an 
international scout crew across 
the Baltic Sea from, Swinoujscie, 
Poland to Ronne on Bornholm 
Island (Denmark) and here Danish 
Scouts took the Light into their 
homes .The ship returned to its 
home port in Gdynia, Poland in time 
for Christmas .

through ,Switzerland , France – 
then on to Calais, Dover and up 
through England to Liverpool. On 
Wednesday the 13th December 
members of Scouting Ireland 
collected the light in Holyhead and 
brought it via Stena Line to Dublin. 
In Dublin members of Scouting 
and Guiding held a Peace Light 
Service in the Church of the 
Visitation in Fairview. From here 
the light made its way to places 
of worship and to the Scout Den 
in Malahide. Here a Peace Light 
carol service took place with the 
Enchiriadis Youth Choir from 
Malahide village.
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The next assessment being run by 
the Hill Walking Adventure Skills 
Team is scheduled for the night of 
Friday the 15th and Saturday the 
16th of February based out of the 
Tollymore National Outdoor Centre 
in Co. Down.  This Assessment is 
only aimed at Stages 6 to 9 and 
will involve night navigation and an 
Overnight Mountain Camp with full 
days Hillwalking on the Saturday. 
Candidates are expected to come 
fully prepared and equipped as 
this is an assessment and no 
training will be provided. Entry to 
this assessment is based on a 
submitted logbook which must be 
received by the team on or before 
the 31st of January.

To register and receive further 
information please contact adskills.
hillwalking@scouts.ie

Hill Walking Adventure Skills



National Cub Scout Challenge Day Explorer Belt 2013                                                       

Date:                  29 Jun – 14 July 2013
Location:           The Basque Region - Europe
Booking Code:  13-NE-272
Closing Date:     7th Feb 2013
 
The Basque region is in the western Pyrenees that 
spans the border between France and Spain on the 
Atlantic coast. This will be the venue for the Explorer 

Belt in 2013.

If you need any more information on this event you can contact events@
scouts.ie

24th February 2013-Booking code 13-NE-268
Venue – Maynooth College (Aula Maxima Hall)
Participant Fee
Cub Scouts € 30.00 / £ 25.00 per team of 6 Cub Scouts
Participants must be Cub Scouts and under 12 years of 
age on the day of the event, 24th Feb 2013
Bookings for the day must go through Scouting Ireland 
National Office
Registration
To register for the National Cub Scout Challenge Day, you will need to 
complete the Generic Booking Form using the booking code:13-NE -268 and 
the NE1 form – verifying the number of Teams which a County 
can send must also completed.The Generic Booking Form & 
Form NE 1 are available for download 
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Larch Hill Santa Days 

Larch Hill International Scout Centre held its annual Beaver Scout Santa 

Days event on December 8th & 9th. 1,200 beaver scouts from all over 

Ireland attended the event with a venture, rover & Scouter support crew 

of over 80 elves. All the beaver scouts had a magical time in Elf World 

visiting Jack Frost, making ginger bread men, snow globes, arts & crafts, 

visiting the chocolate factory getting their face painted, writing their letters 

to Santa and of course visiting Santa Claus himself to hear a short story 

and receive a present. Larch Hill International Scout Centre is pleased to 

announce that all monies raised at the Santa Days 2012 will be donated to 

The Laura Lynn & Walking with 
Giants Foundations. All sleeping 
bags collected from the Beaver 
Colonies will be distribution to 
young homeless persons in 
Ireland. A big thank you must go 
to The Larch Hill Volunteer Staff 
including Chief Elf Kev Cooke, 
his assistant Ryan Fay, Staff 
Co-ordinators Philip Sheridan 
& Grainne Banville  and to all 
the Ventures, Rovers, Scouter 
staff from all over Ireland and 
abroad that worked tirelessly 
over the weekend to make this 
such a magical and memorable 
experience for all involved. 
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Santa @ Larch Hill



Growing Solid Support Over Time

Following our letter of the 7th November 2012, where we were delighted 

to announce the planning of Scouting Ireland’s first “Youth Programme & 

Adult Resource Forum” taking place on Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th 

February 2013 in Castle Saunderson National Scout Centre (noting that 

registration and inductions will take place on Friday 8th February 2013), we 

are writing to you to confirm the registration process.

It is important that every Scout County is represented by their County 

Commissioner, County Programme Coordinator and County Training 

Coordinator or their delegates. The forum will provide an excellent 

We would ask that each Scout 
County book their three delegates 
using the following online 
Delegate Registration Form, or by 
copying and pasting the following 
URL into your browser; https://
adobeformscentral.com/?f=5FvPO-
oQ9NatCbsPvybikw# , you can then 
pay the Forum fee (full board Friday 
– Sunday) of €76.00 per delegate 
as indicated on the registration form. 
The closing date for registration is 
31st January 2013. 
On behalf of the Forum planning 
team, we wish you a safe journey to 
Castle Saunderson and look forward 
to meeting you next month

opportunity for us all to work as 
team to identify and develop 
solutions for the continued 
support of the Scout Groups in 
your Scout County in terms of 
Youth Programme and Adult 
Resources. We shall be using 
trees as part of the symbolic 
framework for the Forum 
“Growing Solid Support Over 
Time”; with some excellent 
workshops utilising expertise 
outside of scouting, to assist in 
development tools and supports 
over the course of the Forum to 
assist you in your role.
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A guide to applying for funding

One of the most common fundraising questions that anyone can ask 

is, how do I write a successful funding application. Well, of course this 

is largely down to a combination of skill and sometimes good luck. But 

nevertheless, there are a number of key preparatory steps all fundraisers 

can take to ensure that they get off to the best start possible when applying 

for funds.

The Wheel has developed 
the following guide to help 
ease fundraisers out of the 
starting blocks and launch 
them towards the home 
straight.  This handbook is 
available for download from
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APR Scout Jamboree- 16th Nippon 

Jamboree

French Venture Scout Group Looking to have a 
joint Camp in France

As the date for the next World Jamboree comes closer the Japanese 

Scouts are preparing for the 30th APR SCOUT JAMBOREE- 16th NIPPON 

JAMBOREE which will prepare them for running the World Jamboree in 

2015.

To see how preparations are going you can view the latest Bulletin Number 

3 below

I’m Lucie Lerude, a leader of a 
small group of equivalent of venture 
scouts in Toulon (France). This 
year, the group is very interested 
about meeting overseas scouts, 
and Ireland is a country teenagers 
are really dreaming about. Since it’s 
impossible for us (due to technical 
issue) to go in Ireland in 2013, 
we are wondering that maybe a 
group of Irish Venture scout could 
be interested to visit us in France 
?We are a group of Toulon, near 
the French Riviera, Marseille and 
the Alps and I think we could have 
a very nice activity program to 
propose and organise with Irish 
leaders. We can provide the camp 
material (tents, cooking stuff, ...)
The summer camp could take place 
between the 16th and the 31th of 
July 2013, and maybe a little more... 
If the twinning with venture scout 
works, maybe we could visit them 

the year after, for an Irish summer 
camp in 2014.So, we would like 
to know what you think about our 
proposal and if it’s possible to get in 
touch with venture scouts interested 
by our project?

You can contact me by email : lucie.
lerude@gmail.com
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Minimum Gear required to be a Scout  

Below is an article written and researched by Scouts Donna Carpenter and 

Hanna Begley.

It is a Scouts view on the Minimum gear that is required to be a Scout. All 

information contained in this article is strictly the opinion of the Scouts in 

question and not derived from Scouting Ireland’s Programme teams.

Trousers: 
Budget price €20, 
Mid-range €36 Berghaus, 
Top range €100+ North face.

3.  Sleeping bag, lightweight   
     and warm.
Budget price €22 Tesco, 
Mid-range €50 Protac and 
Top range €210 Pipedream 600.

4.  Fleece, essential when hiking  
     and camping. From €10-€100  
     depending on budget. Does not  
     need to be overly expensive.

5.  Rucksack should be 35-40 litres  
     and 60 litres for week long camp.
35 litres: 
Budget price €40 Gelert, 
Mid-range €45 Vango and 
Top range €75 Low Alpine.

Top ten list

The gear listed below is suitable for 
hiking and camping, as well as a 
variety of other activities.

1.  Hiking boots need to be durable  
     and waterproof. 
Budget price €50 Hi-Tec, 
Mid-range €90 Scarpa and 
Top range €200 Mendl

2.  Raingear should include      
     waterproof jacket and trousers.
Jacket: 
Budget price €20, 
Mid-range €38 Sprayaway and 
Top range €100+ Berghaus.

60 litres: 
Budget price €99 *Rock n River 
deal at the scout shop includes: 
rucksack, sleeping bag, cutlery, 
pillow, sleeping bag liner, plate, 
bowl, mug and roll mat. 
Mid-range €70 Vango and 
Top range €115+ Berghaus.

6.  Personal first aid kit, small.

7.  Torch. 
Budget price €10, 
Mid-range €50 Petzl and 
Top range €60 LED lenser.
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8.  Water container, for hikes should        
     be able to hold 2 litres of water.
     Bottle is acceptable, hydration  
     packs also available best brands  
     are Platypus and Camelbak.

9.  Cutlery.
Budget price €3 plastic, 
Mid-range €5 spork and 
Top range €23 titanium set. 
(You could also get cutlery from 
home but be careful not to take 
anything too expensive!)

10.  Uniform.
       Scouting Ireland uniform         
       available in the Scout shop for 
       €60 includes the scout shirt,   
       trousers, belt, neckerchief and  
       woggle. 



A taste of Roscrea Christmas MarketSome useful websites when looking 
for gear are:

www.scoutshop.ie
www.protac.ie

www.jackson-sports.com
www.charlescamping.ie

www.trespass.ie

Approximate prices listed, should 
always shop around for value.

Seasonal bargains available from 
shops such as Lidl, Tesco and Aldi.
*Not affiliated with the companies 
mentioned in this article.

Last but not least you should always 
have scouting spirit! (Priceless)

By Donna Carpenter and Hanna 
Begley 

This gear can be built up over time 
and is perfect for Birthday and 
Christmas presents.

BIRTHDAY LIST
 » Compass.  In my opinion   

 the best compass is the Silva  
 Expedition 4 costing €35
 » Extra clothing suitable for   

 camping and hiking.
 » Hiking socks.
 » Sleeping mat.
 » Budget price €5 in discount  

 stores, Mid-range €13 protac  
 and top range €45 protac   
 therma rest mat.
 » Whistle.

CHRISTMAS LIST
 » Matches.
 » Sun cream.
 » Hat and gloves.
 » Notebook, (for logs kept on  

 hikes) 
 » Swimming togs.
 » Penknife. 

Budget price €12 Lidl, 
Mid-range €15 Victorinox and 
Top range €60 Leatherman. 

Roscrea Venture Scouts had four very enjoyable days recently at the first 
“Taste of Roscrea” festival, which ran from the 6th to the 9th of December, 
where they served much needed tea, coffee and hot chocolate to 
hundreds of people as they visited what can only be described as a Winter 
Wonderland. The Castle and Damer House was a magical setting for the 
event and Santa Claus with the help of members of the Scout Section 
greeted countless numbers of children, all beaming from ear to ear. The 
atmosphere was electric throughout and in difficult times it was great to see 
the people of Roscrea enjoying a lovely family day out while at the same 
time supporting our local businesses. There were a huge variety of stalls 
with lots of great ideas for Christmas presents on offer; all the stalls were 
run by businesses from in or near the town of Roscrea. Huge credit is due 
to the organisers in particular Michael Smith, Paul Fogarty and Theresa 
Lawless, the Scouts were delighted to be a part of it and help in any way 
we could. We are already looking forward to next year. We would like to say 
a huge thank you to 
all who supported our 
stall.
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43rd Cub Scouts visit Blackrock 

Castle Observatory

Saturday 8th. December was a very important date in the lives of 10 of our 

Cub Scouts. This was the day of their Investiture and we wanted to make it 

a day to remember.

Our Group set out from Hartys Quay Rochestown Cork to visit the 

Blackrock Castle Observatory.

We walked to the Castle along a very scenic waterway filled with birdlife 

and wildlife, courtesy of the lads!!   When we got to the Castle the boys 

Our Group piloted a general 
knowledge quiz which is planned 
to be used with other groups when 
they visit the castle.  As we were 
guided along, different pieces 
information was give and it was up 
to the boys to use this knowledge to 
answer a questionnaire.  We even 
paid a visit to the dungeons!!

The highlight of our visit came when 
we were allowed up to the VIP area 
of the castle.  From this vantage 
point we could see for miles around 
us.  This is when our 10 new recruits 
were invested.

enjoyed their lunch in the castle 
courtyard. 

Our group started their visit with 
a workshop . The boys learned 
about the constellations, what 
else is up in space. The adults 
were all most impressed with 
the combined knowledge of all 
the boys on the subject of the 
cosmos!  The boys then made a 
compass wheel of what you can 
see in the night’s sky at different 
times of the year. 

Next up was the Pan Galactic 
Station where some of the boys sent 
a message to space. This part of the 
exhibit attracts a lot of attention from 
people of all ages! The boys typed 
their message at an interactive 
kiosk and send it out via a radio 
telescope, beaming it towards 
nearby stars with known planets in 
orbit around them.

The group then played the Comet 
Chaser in Ireland’s first interactive 
theatre where they virtually saved 
the Earth!
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We want to thank the Staff of the 
Observatory for a great visit; they 
were so informative and kind.
The Boys and Leaders certainly had 
a day to remember.

June Ward
Cub Scout Leader
43rd  Bishops town Cork



Castle Run, Sponsored Walk and Family 

Fun Day 2013, Castle Saunderson

On Sunday 26th May 2013, 2nd Cavan Scouts and Annalee Athletics 

Club will team up to co-host the inaugural Castle Run at the new Castle 

Saunderson International Scout Centre, Co. Cavan.

The 5 kilometre course consists of a loop around the stunning Castle 

Saunderson Estate, located 15 minutes from Cavan Town. The run starts 

at the Scout Centre, passing through forest trails and on to the tree-lined 

avenue, past the Saunderson family church, along the shoreline of the 

beautiful Lough Sarah and finally by the ruined castle itself and back to 
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the Centre. The course will be 
chip timed by Precision Timing 
and fully certified by the Athletics 
Association of Ireland.

The Castle Run is open to Scouts 
and non-Scouts of all ages and 
abilities – you can run, jog or walk 
at your own pace. For the younger 
children or those who don’t 
wish to run, we will be holding a 
sponsored walk and nature trail 

along the same course, along with 
additional 600m and 1.2km races at 
the Scout Centre, to be held after the 
main event.

Also for the younger members, paced 
groups will be provided to allow them 
to complete the course safely and with 
adult accompaniment.

The whole event is designed to be fun 
for all the family. Why not bring along 
parents, brothers and sisters and raise 
some extra sponsorship funds for your 
group?

The entry fee is €13 for individuals or €10 per person for teams and groups of 
four and over. All entrants will receive a free goody bag, with souvenir t-shirts 
for runners and caps or badges for walkers. We’ll have great prizes on the 
day for both individuals and teams, plus special prizes for those participating 
in the sponsored walk.
After the run, there will be a family fun day, with great attractions such as 
a climbing wall, zip line, bouncy castles and face painting for the younger 
participants, fairground games and hot food from the cafe.

Registration packs, containing Group registration forms, sponsorship forms, 
posters and pre-filled Special Interest Badge forms are now available. Please 
contact Jim Kelly - jim@2ndcavanscouts.com - if you would like to receive 
one.

Also included for those new to running is a special 9-week ‘Scout-to-5k’ 
programme. It’s an 
invaluable tool for 
getting off the couch 
and on to the road – 
it’s suitable for anyone 
of any fitness level to 
follow - and it could 
change your life!

See 
www.2ndcavanscouts.
com/5k for more 
information and online 
registration.



7th Meath Dunshaughlin scouts are holding a table quiz in ‘An 
Sibín’ pub, Main Street, Dunshaughlin, Co. Meath on Saturday 
the 2nd of February at 8pm. €10 a head (€40 for a table of 
four). Spot prizes available on the night. All welcome. For 
more information contact Mícheál at 0862325851.
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Dunshaughlin Scouts Quiz



Blarney Beaver Scouts Kanturk Scouts

The Blarney Beaver Scouts had a Christmas craft night on the 18th of 
December in the scout hall; they made Christmas cookies, cards and 
decorations.
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We are the Cub Scouts of the 13th 
Cork, Kanturk Group. 
We had a fantastic night at the 
Christmas Fair in Kanturk. 
We had an open fire and cooked 
SMORES and we boiled milk and 
made drinking chocolate for crowds 
of people.

It was a very cold night and people 
were calling to us to feel the lovely 
heat from the fire and taste our 
delicious Scouting food.
This photo was taken by the local 
press photographer Patrick Casey.

We can’t wait for Christmas now and 
we are looking forward to bringing 
the Bethleham Light to the alter at 
Christmas Eve mass.



Slieve Bloom Scout County Cub 
Scout Challenge
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On Sunday 25 November the 
Slieve Bloom Scout County 
Cub Challenge took place in 
Togher Woods, Portlaoise. 29 
Cubs scouts from Tuesday 
and Thursday cub sections 
participated in the event. There 
were a large number of cubs from 
around the scout county present. 
Bases were on level 3 adventure 
skills in the 6 land based 
adventure skills and the principals 
of LEAVE NO TRACE. The bases 
included camping, pioneering, 
emergencies, air and so on. The 
cubs really enjoyed the activities. 
The weather on the day was very 
bad but the scouting motto “Be 
prepared” came into play and the 
waterproofs and boots were taken 
from the bags and put on. So with 
the bad weather we all worked 
on and enjoyed the bases. The 

day finished up and the results 
were announced, this was a very 
anxious time and all the cubs 
were very excited but nervous. 
The results were announced by 
Johnny Campion CPC, 1st place 
going to one of the Durrow Cub 
packs, 2nd to Roscrea Thursday 
night Cub pack and 3rd Place 
for Cloughjordan cub pack. 
Congratulations to all who took 
part in the event.



Rathcormac Scout Group

Rathcormac Community Council were invited to a Civic reception by the 

County Cork Lord Mayor Cllr Barbara Murray last Monday evening in 

County Hall in recognition of there achievements in the Pride of Place 

competition which is an all-island competition directed towards recognising 

improvements by local communities to create civic pride in their area. The 

competition focus is on people coming together to shape, change and 

enjoy all that is good about their area.

Supporting the Rathcormac Community Council throughout this competition 

and on the night were members of the Rathcormac Scout Group, Finbarr 

Quirke Group Leader and Oliver Beausang Chairman seen here with the 

County Cork Lord Mayor Cllr Barbara Murray
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This is the 25 year that the 37th 
Cork (Togher) have undertaken a 
New Year’s Day climb to the summit 
of Mullaghanish.  This year was 
undoubtedly one of the mildest that 
the group have seen.  Over the 
years the weather has been very 
mixed from very wet to very cold but 
there is no doubt that the best years 
was when there was plenty of snow. 

The snow years were brilliant says 
Dave Barry with the scouts spending 
hours up there with great snow 
fights and not wishing to come down 
to base at Ballyvourney.  It was also 
a feature that you were likely to 
have a magnificent blue sky and the 
sun shining as the snow glistened 
all round.  In the early years when 
RTE had the mast station manned, 
the group always brought some 
liquid refreshments and a box of 
chocolates for whoever was on duty 
at the station.  In the last ten years it 
has been automatic.  

Scout leader of the group Ian 
Twohig said that this was his 
fourteenth year and for Togher 
scouts it rings in the New Year in a 
special way and gets it off to a great 

New Year Day on Mullaghanish
start.  In recent years it has become 
a feature that we send out text 
messages as a greeting from the 
summit to a wide variety of scouting 
friends around the country and 
indeed abroad he said.



New Uniform Package deals 

Available from the Scout Shop

The Scout Shop has just launched new uniform package deals for all 

members of Scouting Ireland.

There are special package deals for Beaver Scout and Cub Scout, Scouts, 

Venture Scouts, Rover Scouts and Scouters. To avail of these deals check 

out The Scout Shop, click on the Logo below.
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