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Communications 
Commissioner Intro

Welcome to this month’s issue of Inside Out. This month we have a special issue which 

covers all the action at what was a great weekend in Sligo at National Council 2013.  

There are loads of reports from the various events that took place over the weekend. 

Our photography team was out and about to cover all the action so you are bound to 

feature somewhere!

We have a special feature on the Launch of Scouting Ireland’s newly designed apparel 

which is taking the country by storm. It is the gear to be seen in! We also Feature 

the European Symposium and loads of group and county events from all around the 

country. Remember if you want to submit an article for next month’s issue then please 

forward them to communications@scouts.ie. Please forward this on to all Scouters 

and Youth Members in your group. Don’t presume they have got it. Deadline for next 

month’s issue is 31st May.

See you next month! - The Communications Team

Don’t cry because it’s 
over, smile because it 
happened.” 
- Dr. Seuss

Quote of the Month
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Our reasons for investing all this 
time and energy in developing our 
strategy are so we can map a path 
to our future. 

 The issues arising are very 
important in shaping how we 
will design our strategy. They 
cover topics like Training, 
Communications, and Support for 
Groups, our Structures, Young 
People and Affordability.  

After National Council we will move 
with the NMC to crafting our new 
strategy which we will launch in 

September.  If our proposals require 
rule or constitution changes, we may 
schedule a Special National Council 
this autumn.  I believe that if we work 
together that we can be Architects of 
our own future and my vision is that 
it can be a great future bringing the 
benefits of Scouting to young people 
in every community in Ireland.  I 
invite you to read this document and 
I think you will enjoy our presentation 
on transformation later today.
The last year was very active 
for Scouting Ireland and a very 
enjoyable one for me. In my many 
visits nationwide I was delighted to 
meet lots of young people who are 
benefiting from our ONE Programme 

and many who have achieved the 
Chief Scouts Award.  With the launch 
of Community Action Week I ask you 
to grasp this with both hands and run 
with it.

When I took on this role as Chief 
Scout one of the first engagements 
was Gaisce Presentations by 
President McALease … I realised 
that our Scouts & Venture Scouts 
were achieving all that criteria. I had 
a moment… and with on average 
20 Scouts achieving Chief Scout 
Awards …the Vision came……  

Chief Scouts Address to National Council 

– “Architects of our own Future”

Good Morning All  I am a messenger of Peace   I’m delighted to have this 

opportunity to speak to you at the commencement of our 2013 National 

Council.      

          

A year ago I outlined to you the plan for our transformation project Vision 

20:20. We have shared with you our document ‘Architects of our own 

Future’ which gives you an overview of the work done on our strategy over 

the last 12 months when we consulted over 1300 adults and young people.  

Beaver Scouts, Cub Scouts, Scouts, 
Venture Scouts and Rover Scouts 
doing both Awards and or the Duke 
of Edinburgh simultaneously. An 
initial meeting with Barney and John 
and a presentation to CCYP of the 
day to tie into one programme the 
concept I had.

Many meetings and hours of debate 
BY Youth Programme and with 
youth programme creativity….. 
Today we now have almost 1000 
Beaver Scouts and Cub Scouts 
registered For the C.S.A.  200 
Scout Applicants 40 venture Scout 

Chief Scout’s Area
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Applicants and 14 Rover applicants..  
And further more we are the only 
organisation WHERE 14 YEAR 
OLDS CAN APPLY FOR Presidents 
Award

I’m very grateful for the welcome I 
received and hospitality everywhere. 
I was amazed and delighted with 
the level of activity and quality of 
programme in our Groups.  What 
a great year of celebration we had 
of 100 Years of Sea Scouting in 
Ireland and it was marked with 
some fantastic events that I was 
delighted to attend.  It is interesting 
to remember that the research tells 
us that busy Groups are successful 
Groups and I certainly saw lots of 
busy Groups.

Castle Saunderson our new Activity 
Camping centre was opened by 
our President and patron in August 
and now have a new state of the art 
€3.7m facility.  If you haven’t seen it 
yet you should.  
Additionally we have agreed a 
€1.2m 3 year development plan 
for our National Campsites that 
will bring them up to international 

standard. These will be fantastic 
centres for our Youth Programme 
and training centres for our Adult 
volunteers.

It is a matter of concern that while 
our Association grows and increases 
its services to communities and 
young people our government 
grant continues to be eroded and 
I would appeal to government to 
take cognisance of the contribution 
made through our volunteers and 
restore our financial support. We 
have continued to build our position 
nationally and internationally.  

I can report that nationally we are 
increasingly seen as the country’s 
leading non-formal educational 
Youth Organisation. Internationally 
we continue to make a mark and 
the recent European Symposium 
in Dublin for 130 delegates from 40 
countries was a great success and 
great credit is due to our team. 
This was, in one sense, a ‘testing 
of the waters” and I can advise you 
NOW that we have indicated our 
intent to bid  to host the World Scout 
Conference in 2017 which will bring 
1,000 Scout delegates from 161 
nations to Ireland.  Separately I can 
advise you that we are preparing 
a bid to host the 2021 World Scout 
Moot which would bring 5,000 
young people from all over the 
world to Ireland.  Our proposals 
for these events have recently 
passed a feasibility visit from the 
World Organisation of the Scout 
Movement.
These ambitious projects will 
provide unique opportunities 
for the development of young 
adults in Scouting Ireland and in 
establishing the central role of 
Scouting Ireland in national life. I 
want to thank our Volunteer team 
at National, Provincial, County and 

Group level, who deliver so much 
for our Association. I also want to 
acknowledge the contribution of 
our Professional team at National 
Office. Our Volunteer-Professional 
partnership is a hallmark of Scouting 
Ireland and with this commitment 
and talent our Association is well 
positioned to achieve great things 
over the next few years for young 
people and our community.
I will leave you with one more 
thought. Scouting can be considered 
as learning and training movement. 
In this the real work is done quietly 
at section meetings and activities.
While thinking about this I came 
across a quote from the great 
Muhammad Ali:
The fight is won or lost far away 
from witnesses - behind the lines, in 
the gym, and out there on the road, 
long before I dance under those 
lights.

I want to thank you, our adult 
volunteers, for all the work you do in 
Scouting so that young people can 
dance under those lights. 

Chief Scout 
Michael John Shinnick
19-4-2013

Chief Scout’s Area



Drawing Of Chief Scout presented in Portlick 
opening and drawn by Young Scouter Paul 
Quest

Chief Scout Meets with National Youth Reps

Closing Speech National Council 2013 Sligo  
“Let’s Prepare to be Prepared ‘’

On the Saturday afternoon of National Council the National Youth Reps of 

Scouting Ireland for Scouts, Venture Scouts and Rover Scouts met with the 

Chief Scout for a one to one meeting. The meeting lasted for and hour and a 

half.

This meeting was scheduled as part of National Council and was an informal 

two way conversation. As Chief Scout I was regenerated with the level of 

commitment and dedication these Youth Reps have for their roles. Scouting 

Ireland can be proud of the calibre of young people we have in these 

roles. Areas discussed as past of the meeting included, Youth Leadership, 

Recognition for skills and a Commitment to attend the Autumn National 

The future is not somewhere we 
go to ……………In fact it’s a place 
WE create….. It’s in our hands our 
decisions will bring us there , so 
together we need to know which 
path we take , to allow us make the 
correct decisions to take us there. 
Remember my pitch about Alice 
in Wonderland at Transformation 
meetings across the 6 
Provinces…… we do not want to be 
in a place someone else decides, 
In Scouting Ireland we now have 
the opportunity to create our own 
destiny. .

I want as Chief Scout to see a 
situation where youth can fulfil their 
dreams both in terms of Scouting 
and as individuals. To do this we 
need to support them we need to 
communicate the beacon of hope 
that we offer the youth of Ireland 
through our membership, as the 
largest non-formal Educational 
Youth Movement on this Island. 

I bet we can achieve that if we open 
our minds examine the choices, and 
our honesty will guide Scouting to a 

Management Committee meeting with 
each Section Youth Reps setting their 
own Agenda for the meeting.  Other 
areas of support around Interviewing 
skills and Internship programme 
in Scouting Ireland and National 
Programme Events for Venture and 
Rover Scouts to name but a few 
Topics…

Leaving the chief received the Chant 
…..Chief Chief Chief he went away 
feeling 10 ft tall.

Here’s hoping the Youth Reps felt the 
same after meeting.

better place. We need to fire up that 
fertile imagination that lies within, 
that imagination that has created 
One Programme, Crean Challenge, 
New Chief Scout Award, and 
Community Action Week and so on. 
By our very input in creating the 
20/20 Vision it will help us gain 
a glimpse, an insight to where 
Scouting Ireland will and should be 
over the coming years.

With your permission and on your 
behalf we are going to Support in a 
meaningful manner our older youth 
and younger scouters as together 
we and our country have left them 
down by creating a bleak future for 
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As Chief Scout I promise to 
National Council that I will continue 
to shoulder my Constitutional 
responsibilities on your behalf. 
And I thank you for the great 
reception I have received up and 
down the Country. And I thank 
you on behalf of all those youth 
under your care.Finally lets chase 
the goals and objectives of our 
personal knowledge through 20/20 
Vision, that others coming after 
us will know about us through the 
work we have completed and good 
governance and leadership we have 

them on this Island. And I say to 
them Speak of your needs and 
hopes  you have for yourself and 
for your groups, let us know, to 
allow us to support and help you , 
Speak  of your Needs.

Scouting Ireland as a N.S.O. needs 
to tackle Youth Empowerment 
within the context of our Strategy 
AN Organisation for Youth by 
Youth. Let’s keep it on the Agenda 
and imbed in the Strategy so it no 
longer is a topic, it’s a reality.
We are too great an Organisation 
to deliver small dreams to our 
membership our Strategic Intent, 
as I have stated before, must 
be to strive to become a Youth 
Movement that can deliver 
Scouting to all communities that 
request our assistance in setting up 
a Scout Group

Through the Spiritual dimension 
of Scouting Ireland we need 
to develop and further our 
understandings of each other. 
We have become a multicultural 
Country we need to reach out more 
to those who have made Ireland 
their home. Make Scouting Ireland 

given. We need to steer our youth 
to new levels of achievement …
that extra effort now, WILL MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE.
There is a ‘’New Book on Scouting’’ 
and we are going to write it, not for 
the sake of writing it but because 
we want to, because we have 20/20 
Vision, let’s start right here…..  Right 
now…… 

Go raibh mile a maith agaibh go lear 

Chief Scout.
Michael J Shinnick        
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more accessible to those and we 
have started this process in the last 
few weeks.
                                    
In Vision 20/20 the hard work 
belongs to us all not just a few, 
that’s what’s sets this Vision apart 
from most Strategies. Yesterday I 
laid out the next moves on this and 
I am confident that we will end up 
in the year 2020 where we want to 
be. 

May I thank those who have 
stepped down from the NMC 
on your behalf and on my own, 
a heartfelt thanks for your 
commitment and dedication in 
how you acted in your role. To 
those who have joined welcome 
I am confident that you will carry 
on the good work of those gone 
before you.  I would also like to 
acknowledge the work of The Nat. 
Sec. and the Western PMST Team 
in ensuring the success of Council 
2013 here in Sligo.May I also take 
the time out to thank most sincerely 
all the Staff in Scouting Ireland 
under the guidance of our C.E.O. 
John Lawlor for your on-going 
support to us and the efficient 
running of Council.   

Chief Scout’s Area
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Chief Scout’s Area - Tweets

If you would like to follow 
me for daily updates click 
the like button

https://twitter.com/SIChiefScout


Scouting Ireland - New Scout Apparel

Over the last 18 months the communications team have been working 

away in the background in putting together a range of Apparel that can be 

worn with pride by all members of Scouting Ireland. The purpose of this 

project was to find clothing that was comfortable, functional, looked well 

and let everyone know that you were a Scout.

The process started by looking at what each of the youth section was 

actually wearing on Scout Events. On looking back over the previous years 

images from all the events covered by the Photography team it was plain 

to see that Uniform was only wore for presentations etc. All other times 

A first initial set of garments was put 
together for use in getting feedback 
etc. We then took these garments 
to the National Youth Fora for 
discussion, Feedback and design 
changes. This proved to be a great 
move as some great feedback and 
Ideas were developed. We also 
took these protypes to the NMC 
and to various youth members 
and Scouters to get a varied set of 
feedback results.

Then taking all the feedback on 
board we then set about putting 
together the final designs and 
Specs for each garment that we 
wanted to feature in this the First 
phase release. The Scout Shop 

Scouts and scouters were wearing 
more comfortable and Functional 
clothing.

Out of this research our Design 
team went to work on a proposal for 
Graphics that could show Scouting 
Ireland as a modern outdoor youth 
Focused Organisation built on 
great traditions. At this stage we 
got the Scout shop involved and 
started looking at various options 
on garments, colours qualities and 
Costs. 

then Sourced all the garments and 
got the graphics applied. Key to this 
whole process was the building of 
the Scout Brand. All garments have 
the Brand tags fitted to neck and 
shoulder tags. The whole process 
was to build a new Brand call Scout 
which will be the foundation for all 
future releases.

The First phase release, which was 
launched at National Council on the 
Friday night, includes the following.

• A range of Hoddies for 
various ages in various Colours and 
in various price ranges. Again these 
are cut and designed for both male 
and female.

8



The range was really well received 
at national Council and it was 
widely felt that it met the needs for 
members in both  quality and price.

It would be the communications 
team hope that a lot of this apparel 
could be worn as everyday wear 
by put Adults and Scouts and this 
would also help to promote Scouting  
to the public.

• A range of youth Zoodies for both male and female
• Good quality Polo Shirts for both Male and Female in a variety of colours
• A V neck sweater for Scouters
• A soft shell jacket for both male and female in two colours co branded  
 with Trespass and Scout Brand
• Soft shell Gilet again co branded with Trespass for both Male and Female
• Male full zip and half zip fleece co branded with Berghaus in 2 colours
• Female Cut fleece co branded with Trespass
• Scout Branded Jog Pants for both Male and female
• Scout Branded College jacket for both male and female
• Scout Branded Slouch Beanie Hat 
• Scout Branded cool tee-T shirts with unique design in 3 colours
• Scout Branded full range with 6 colours and different statements and  
 graphics designed for both male and females.
• Other items in range include Scout Branded Woggle, Mug, Pin.

The Full line is available in all Scout 
Shops on all road shows and online 
at the following Link.
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http://www.thescoutshop.ie/products/si_branded_and_deals/scout_branded


New Scout Apparel
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Some more -
New Scout Apparel
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National Council Parade in Sligo

The events of national council kicked off on the Friday evening with a 

parade of all the Yeats Scout County groups through the streets of the 

town. The theme of the parade was the Adventure Skills and saw each 

group taking on one of the Adventure Skills as their theme. 

The parade saw scouts in Mountain gear, in various needs of first aid, a 

campsite with a group of campers, Canoeists to name a few. Leading the 

parade was a local pipe band closely followed by members of the National 

Management committee. The parade made its way from Connaghton Road 

Car Park and finished at City Hall. 
The parade was met at city hall 
by the Mayor of Sligo; Councillor 
David Cawley. Both himself and 
the Chief Scout addressed the 
assembled crowd from the steps of 
the city hall. A small presentation 
was made to the Mayor on behalf 
of Scouting Ireland. Afterwards 
everyone was invited into the town 
hall for a civic reception and some 
refreshments.
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Motions for National Council

There were approximately 25 motions up for debate and decision at this 

year’s National Council. To view the results of all the motions you can click 

on the link below.

The following Candidates were 
elected to the following positions at 
National Council 2013.
We wish them well in their new 
positions and also want to thank 
all the other members who put 
their names forward but weren’t 
successful on this occasion.

Chief Commissioner Adult 
Resources - Therese Birmingham

Chief Commissioner Youth 
Programme - Ian Davy
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National Council 
Elections

National Treasurer - Annette 
Byrne

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/National%20Initatives/National%20Council%202013/Results%20of%20Submissions%20to%20National%20Council%202013.pdf


Directors of the Scout Foundation 
- Charlie Mc Guinness & Peter Garrad

To view the breakdown of all the results click on the link below

Member of the National 
Management Committee 
- Tom Clarke
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Provincial Commissioner Dublin 
- Aidan Smith

Provincial Commissioner 
South East 
- John Watmore

Provincial  Commissioner West 
- Brian Webster

National Youth Reps are Presented to 
National Council

This year as in the past all the newly 
elected national youth Reps were 
presented with their National Youth 
Rep neckerchief’s. 

The Scout reps were first and 
they had their neckerchiefs 
presented jointly by the Programme 
Commissioner Scouts Conor Mc 
Keon and the Chief Scout.

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/National%20Initatives/National%20Council%202013/Election%20Results%202013.pdf


Next up was the Venture 
Scout Reps and these were 
presented Jointly by Programme 
Commissioner Venture Scouts 
Ruth Wylie and the Chief Scout.

Last up was the Rover Scout 
Reps and these were presented 
to loud applause by Programme 
Commissioner Rover Scouts 
Lucy Kay and the Chief Scout.
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We wish them all good luck in 
their roles for the year ahead.

To view more images of the 
presentation check out the link 
below

http://www.flickr.com/photos/65889020@N04/sets/72157633337508175/with/8681123455/


National Council The Non Formal Stuff

Over the weekend of National Council over 100 members choose to camp 

in the Campsite which was at the rear of the hotel and under the shadow of 

Ben Bulben. This proved a great option as the weather over the weekend 

was lovely.

Many activities were ran by the Western Province on the Saturday 

afternoon to get delegates out and about. These included canoeing, hiking 

in the nearby mountains, Shopping trips to Sligo to name a few.

There was a Chief Scout Awards 
Mentors Course ran in a nearby 
Scout hall which was full up and was 
very successful.  

On Saturday evening the Dinner 
was attended by over 400 delegates 
and was one to remember.  What 
a great night from the very start. 
There was special awards given out 
on the night for fun which proved 
very successful. The highlight of the 
night had to be the Air Guitar play 
off between Christy Mc Cann and 
Tony Smith. This was hilarious and I 
never heard such noise at any event 
like this before. All in all the social 
aspect of the Weekend was a real 
success and added greatly to the 
conference.

Also on the Saturday afternoon 
there was various workshops 
running throughout the 
hotel. These included a joint 
session ran like a clinic (White 
coats and stethoscopes) for 
Youth Programme and Adult 
Resources. The Communications 
team had a stand as had the 
national campsites and the 
international team. The Scout 
foundation was on hand to 
discuss any property issues. 
There was also a spiritual 
workshop. 

To view more images from the event 
click on the link below 

16

http://www.flickr.com/photos/65889020@N04/sets/72157633337508175/with/8681123455/


This year’s annual report again was introduced by way of a Video Presentation put 
together by the Communications team.  To view the presentation that was played 
on the day click on the Image.

https://vimeo.com/65677671


Attendance at National 
Council 2013

There was a total attendance at this year’s 
national council of 602.
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To view a full break down of the 
attendance figures by County and Group 
click on the link below.

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/National%20Initatives/National%20Council%202013/National%20Council%202013%20Admittance%20Report.xls


The Vision 2020 exercise using 
electronic voting was successful and 
which National Council approved the 
use of in future National Councils. 

We all eagerly await the results of the 
exercise and to see the way forward 
for  the transformation of Scouting 
Ireland  as it enters it second decade.

What can I say about the social and 
activity elements, they were magic and 
above all expectation.

The National Council meeting itself 
was conducted in a most mannerly 

Its success is entirely due to the 
diligent and effective work carried 
out by Brian Webster and Gillian 
Watters from the Western Scout 
Province able assisted by Noel 
Leahy and Ducheasa Kelly from the 
National Office Staff.

Regarding National Office itself,  
I cannot put into words my  
appreciation of all the staff  who 
were managed by Noel O’Connor,  
in carrying  out such a massive and  
major event,  Scouting Ireland can 
indeed be proud.
 
With over 600 delegates in 
attendance we can be extremely 
proud of each and every delegate, 
especially our Youth Fora 
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fashion while involving some serious 
and valuable debate and discussion.

At National Council I met with the 
National Youth Fora delegates 
and though the Motion  to allow 
Provincial Youth  Delegate 
representation at National Council 
was defeated,  I assured them that 
in going forward I shall be putting in 
place a system that will  fully utilise 
youth involvement, empowerment 
and participation in the management 
of the Association and make it more 
workable and effective.

National Council 2013 Report

Dear friends, 

At the very outset of this report can I say a very big 

thank you to all the delegates who made National 

Council 2013 a very successful social and business 

event. 

National Secretary Says

Representatives, those who staffed 
the expo stands and carried out the 
Workshop/Clinics all of which were 
very successful and  worthwhile.   

Some new and interesting elements 
were introduced into this the 
Association’s  10th  Annual National 
Council, things that will in the future 
form part of the symbolic framework 
of National Councils.

Ideas such as the introduction of the 
Scouting Light at the Scout Promise  
Renewal ceremony, which will herald 
the beginning of the Scouting Light 
being passed on from National 
Council to National Council in the 
years ahead. 



While reviewing Youth Representation 
in the management and decision 
making of the Association, it would 
appear the Association have been 
remiss in this area resulting in Youth 
Representation in the management 
of the Association becoming entwined 
with the operation of the Youth 
Programme itself.  I am committed to 
rectify this situation and will enter into 
ongoing contact and communication 
with the National Youth Fora 
which under Rule 165 and 165A 
is the responsibility of the National 
Management Committee. 

In the coming days the following 
information resulting from National 
Council 2013 will be published:

• The Election Results
• Update the Constitution &   
 Rules
• National Council 2013   
 attendance list
• Vision 2020 exercise
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• If  I  did not recognise you  
 at National Council, please  
 forgive me,
• If I did not speak with you at  
 National Council, please  
 accept my apologies.
• And if I hurt you at National  
 Council, please forgive me. 

I thank my colleagues on the  
NTPIC, the NMC and  National 
Office Staff  for all their help, 
support, assistance and friendship 
during this the holding of my first 
National Council as National 
Secretary.

Looking forward to working with 
and for you in the future.

Yours in Scouting,

Sean Farrell.
National Secretary.
23rd April 2013. 



A number of Cú Chulainn awards were 
made at this year’s National Council.
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Order of Cú Chulainn

Martin Flahive
Martin does his Scouting with Cork City 
with the 24th Cork Charleville. He has 
been Scouting now since 1974 some 39 
years ago. Young People love him and 
his personal caring style of Leadership 
ensures that everyone Experiences 
Scouting in a Friendly and heartfelt way.

Ian Davy
Ian started his Scouting in 94th Dublin Walkinstown 
and has continued as an active scouter. He 
participated in many local and national events before 
his extensive personal skills were recognised and he 
was appointed firstly to the position of Programme 
Commissioner (National Events) and later to the 
position of Chief Commissioner (Youth Programme). 
Ian is admired by all his peers for his quiet, efficient 
and diligent approach to the task in hand.

Phillip Quinn
Phillip was attracted to Scouting as an adult 
helper assisting with a parent and Child Camp 
back in 1983. He bit the bug for Scouting and 
loves the outdoor life of a Scout Camp. He 
instilled the love of nature and camping in 
many scouts that have passed through his 
section over those 30 years. 

John Barron
John has been a scout for 40 years 
starting his adventure as a Cub Scout at 
the age of 8. John loves Scouting and 
the out of doors and he has instilled the 
love of nature and high mountain places 
in many Scouts who have interacted with 
him during Mountain Pursuit Challenge 
events.
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Hazel Browne
Hazel does her Scouting Currently with the 
9th Donegal (Muff).  She has been Scouting 
since 1980 some 33 years. To everyone 
Hazel is the very essence of what Scouting 
is about. Always there, Prepared to help, 
supportive to young people, helpful, respectful 
and loyal, with an approach and attitude 
which makes her a natural  leader of People.

Desi Mc Aroe
Desi has served as a leader in the 9th 
Antrim(Lisburn) for more that 21 years. Desi 
Skills for training were quickly recognised 
and he took on the challenge of local training 
co- ordinator. Desi’s easy going manner and 
persuasive skills are personal assets which 
enabled him to harness the best from his 
fellow leaders.

Marion Mc Aroe
Marion is the ultimate Beaver Leader. 
She commenced in leadership of young 
people over 21 years ago undertaking 
many roles within her group and as 
a dedicated trainer both at local and 
National Level. Quality and Diligence are 
her personal norm’s and she is a driving 
force in any task she undertakes



National Venture Scout Rep Awarded 

the Chief Scouts Commendation of 

Merit

Richard Murray currently a National Venture Scout Rep was recognised 

at this years national council for his contribution to Scouting as a National 

Youth Rep. Richard has done 2 terms as chairperson of the National 

Scout Rep team. He really excelled in the role and was an  extremely  well 

organised Chairperson. He has skills beyond his years. 

Richard was presented with the award in front of his peers at a meeting 

which took place between the National Youth Reps and the Chief Scout.  

Speaking on giving the award 
the Chief Scout stated that this 
was a well deserved award and 
showed that awards like these 
are not just for Adults Youth 
members can also apply.
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National Council 2013
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European Scout Symposium 

Great Success

The weekend of 5 to 7 April 2013 was designated to the European Scout 

Symposium when the European Region would meet, review progress on its 

current Regional Plan, consider the impact of World issues, contributions 

from other Regions and other partners organisations so that they could 

make initial proposals for the next Regional Scout Plan.

And so it happened that 137 individuals descended on Dublin – the Carlton 

Hotel at the airport, coming from 33 European Countries as well as Ethiopia 

and Canada, the World Scout Bureau, Regional Office and WAGGGS. It 

was a packed time.

Committee Member) and a video 
message from Dr Chao from the 
Asia-Pacific Region ensured that we 
were not isolationist in our thinking.
The business of the day was 
concluded by a contribution from the 
Secretary General, Scott Teare who 
dealt with location and services of 
the World Scout Bureau. An open 
session enabled wider contributions 
and questions.

After an update on the Regional 
Plan and a general introduction 
to work at world level, Friday 
was spent examining important 
global issues – including voting 
and fees, youth empowerment, 
Messengers of Peace and 
Human Rights. This was followed 
by an important information 
session on strategy, global 
support and 21st Century 
Leadership.

Messages from Africa – delivered 
in person by Wayne Davis (Africa 

The day was concluded, after 
dinner, with a visit to Larch hill, the 
headquarters of Scouting Ireland, 
where the participants were able to 
explore the campsite, enjoy beautiful 
music, meet members of Scouting 
Ireland and sample food delights.
After work to contribute to deciding 
on the vision for the Regional Scout 
Plan, a participative method ensured 

that all participants could contribute 
to ideas to achieve the vision and 
contribute to the plan proposals. 
Inputs were given from WAGGGS, 
the European Youth Forum, 
European Volunteering Alliance 
and Kandersteg International Scout 
Centre.



Meeting with Polish International 
Commissioner

Over the weekend the event was 
covered by the Communications 
Team for Scouting Ireland. 
Below is a video which includes 
video interviews with many 
delegates involved in the 
Symposium. This piece gives a 
great insight into what is happening 
in European Scouting at the moment 
and what is hoped for the future. 
It also gives us a look at other 
European Scout Associations on 
how they are made up. This is a 
very interesting piece and is worth 
listening to the various interviews 
that happened over the weekend.

The business of the day was 
an open space session where 
candidates for the elections to 
the European Scout Committee 
were able to subject themselves to 
“interrogation”.

The evening was concluded by 
contribution from the Scout Show, 
entertainment by very talented 
members of Scouting Ireland which 
was hugely appreciated by all the 
participants.

At the recent European Scout Symposium in Dublin the Chief Scout, International 
Commissioner and CEO met with the Polish International Commissioner to seek 
ways to extend the reach of Scouting Ireland in the strong Polish Community 
in Ireland. Scouting Ireland already has one Polish Group – the 87th Dublin 
who this year celebrate their 5th Anniversary. The 87th  Group Leader Arek 
Lenkiewicz also attended the meeting.
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https://vimeo.com/65181136


Pictured at the Signing of the Agreement 
are Chief Scout Michael John Shinnick, 
Craig Turpie Chairman of the European 
Scout committee and John Lawlor CEO 
Scouting Ireland

Memorandum of Understanding with Scout Association of Japan

Scouting Ireland has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Scout Association of Japan to facilitate a number of Japanese Rover 

Scouts visiting Scouting Ireland to work as interns in our National Campsites in the summers of 2013 and 2014. This will provide the 

Japanese Rovers with experience of working in an English speaking environment and in a western cultural context.  Scout Association 

of Japan see a great advantage in this in preparation for the 23rd World Scout Jamboree in Kirara-hama, Yamaguchi in 2015. Scouting 

Ireland expects to have a strong contingent at the Japanese Jamboree and building these cooperative relationships is a key part of our 

preparations and the initiative has the support and encouragement of the World Organisation of the Scout Movement .
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Above all the challenges need to 
be a little bit different and FUN. A 
small tweak can be the difference 
between a challenge being good 
and being great. 

Some of the challenges / bases that 
have stood the test of time include. 
The personal challenge could be to 
become a pen pal to another beaver 
scout in another country. Some of 
the things that you could learn from 
beaver scouts in another country 
include :
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Learn a dance or a song from that 
country, find out about the food in 
another country and to cook a meal 
from that Country. Find some new 
words or words that have different 
meanings. Explore the different 
language and see if you can learn 
some words. It would also be great if 
it could be organised that someone 
from a different Country could visit 
the beaver camp. 

Yours in Scouting,

Stephen Halpin 

Tug of War - If you can create a 
novelty factor it works great . This 
was a challenge that worked brilliant 
when we had four large ropes . 
Three teams of beaver scouts( 6 - 8)  
and a team of adult scouters  (2-3). 
- A team pulling a weight should as a 
large haystack, large log. 

Obstacle Course - A short course 
that lasts about a minute is good. 
Can be run individual or as a team.  
Three or four simple obstacles 
such as a cargo net , water jumps 
. balance beams , tunnels  are 
excellent . Keep it simple and a 
water slide at the end is always a 
winner. 

Team challenge String Trail - Following a string trail 
can be an opportunity to explore 
the emotional SPICE . You need 
to overcome your fear to proceed 
blindfolded into a tunnel or to step 
through a river.  

Another variation is to pose 
questions along the trail , only the 
correct answer brings you to your 
destination.  Wrong answers lead to 
a dead end.

Sack Race -  A sack  race can 
be great fun and can be run as 
a handicap. The beaver scouts 
really enjoy competing against the 
scouters and the sack race provides 
a lot of opportunities for the scouter 
to fall .  

Hi 
I have had a few emails since the last article. One of the questions that 

cropped up a few times is “What type of challenges could be suitable for 

beaver scouts to complete on a beaver camp”. 

The challenges should be varied, age appropriate  and include aspects 

from all the SPICES. Some of the challenges should be team based and 

some focused on the individual. It is always good to build on the symbolic 

framework of the weekend and this can be done in very subtle ways. E.g.  

– the organisers wearing costumes , signage , tokens , play money, script , 

music.  
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Hill walking -  Using compass 
bearing the lodge has to follow a 
trail.  This can be done as a treasure 
hunt or as a race or to gather codes. 
Air – A paper aeroplane design and 
build base is fantastic – This could 
be an opportunity to discuss how 
planes work.

Emergencies - Using fake blood 
and wounds set up an accident 
where the beaver scouts have to 
go get help , phone the emergency 
services and look after the casualty.
Pioneering – The beaver scouts 
have to build a scaled down model 
of a project using bamboo and 
elastic bands.

Camping - A race to pitch a small 
dome tent. 

Board Game Challenges.
A number of board games can be 
played out on a large scale . Beaver 
scouts can become draught pieces 
in a giant game or a game of kings.
Snacks and ladders is very 
successful . A large game of X ‘s 
and O ‘s is also very popular. 
Traditional Swedish games,  such 
as Kubes, is  good but the rules 
may have to be modified for beaver 
scouts. 

Adventure Skills 

Many of the adventure skills can be 
made into very successful bases 
while at the same time introducing 
an area of adventure skills. 

Backwoods - Beaver scouts love 
to make fire and they really enjoy 
using flint and steel to make a 
fire . This is a simple skill that is 
suitable for all ages and is a skill 
once learned will never be forgotten. 
Toasted marshmallows are always a 
favourite to go along with this base.

Paddling - A relay race to put on the 
life jacket can be a good introduction 
to paddling.  Simple raft building can 
also be done with beaver scouts. 

If you have run successful 
challenges or have photos from the 
challenges please send your ideas 
or photos to beaverscouts@scouts.
ie 

More beaver scouts 
gathering pen pals. 

As part of the gathering , many 
beaver scouts have begun to write 
letters to pen pals abroad.  The 
beaver group in Edenmore have 
linked with a group in Somerset 
. They held a log chew to decide 
what they wanted to do and some 
beaver scouts wanted to write letters 
and other wanted to make a video 

. They combined the ideas and 
made a video of the beaver scouts 
writing their letters.  The video was 
emailed and the letters were posted. 
They are eagerly waiting for a reply. 
Perhaps friendships will be made 
that will last a lifetime. If you would 
like to take part send me an email 
at beaverscouts@scouts.ie and I 
will pass your details onto Fiona 
Mc Cann who will link you up with 
another group in a different country.
  

National Council votes 
to allow Beaver Scouts 
to Camp Abroad 

At National council held in Sligo a 
motion was passed to allow beaver 
scouts to travel to the UK and the 
Isle of Man. The guidelines for Youth 
Programme Abroad needs to be 
amended and the guidelines for 
Camping in the  

The following will be the 
recommending amendments to the 
documents going to the next NYPC. 
These will have to be debated 
and then brought to the NMC for 
approval. 



Camping & 
Adventures in the Out 
of Doors Guidlines 

1.2    The maximum number of 
nights away must not exceed two on 
any one activity. 

1.3    Beaver Scouts must not 
overnight outside the island of 
Ireland. (Removed)

1.4   The venue must be within easy 
access to allow parents / guardians 
to have access to their child if 
required. (Removed)

Youth Programme 
Abroad Guidelines 

1.1 
Beaver Scouts are encouraged to 
camp in the island of Ireland but 
may overnight outside the island of 
Ireland, however this is limited to 
Great Britain and the Isle of Man.
All Scouters must have completed 
Stage 2/Child Protection Training 
Course. At least one Scouter should 
have completed Stage 5/Beaver 
Scouts Overnight Training. Any 
additional/specific skills related to 
the nature and activity of the camp, 
e.g. Water safety, must be identified 
in plenty of time to allow training 
to be undertaken, completed and 
verified before the departure date. 
Similar consideration should be 
given to any training requirements 
for the youth member and youth 
leadership.  

1.2 Shared Scouting Experience 
By its nature this activity is a shared 
scouting experience and is the only 
circumstances where Beaver Scouts 
may travel outside the island of 
Ireland.  

 After 5 years I am stepping down as beaver commissioner, it has been 
a fantastic experience to have worked with so many dedicated scouters 
.   I would like to thank all the people who have been on the national 
beaver team as well as those who I have worked closely on the NYPC.  I 
would also like to thank all the beavers and scouters that have made my 
journey easy over the last few years as we crossed some bumpy waters. 
However, I believe that beaver scouts is a more modern , adventure driven 
experience for our youngest members and I wish my successor every 
success in striving to keep the beaver scout programme alive. 

Lastly , a special word of thanks to my wife Lynda who has endured many 
lonely nights and weekends but has given me 100 per cent support along 
the journey. 
 
Stephen Halpin 

Outgoing Beaver Commissioner 
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then ever before! Thanks so much 
to every staff member even the Chef 
she just made my day, don’t think I 
have ever eat so much yummy stuff 
ever! Thanks and long live the artic 
tern, it shall live in my heart for ever!
-Íosac Coleman

I wonder if I had known what was to 
really come on peak would I have 
gone? But since I didn’t, it’s hard 
to believe how much fun you can 
have with a piece of rope, a plank 
of wood, plenty of muck, plenty of 
water and some great friends to 
share it all with. 
-Sarah Jane Perth

It was a great experience, very well 
run and jam packed with activities 
which were loads of fun, I learnt a 
lot about navigation without realising 
it and met a lot of people with the 
same interests as me. Probably one 
of the best weeks of my life and one 
I will never forget.
-Alan Lundon

Probably one of the best scouting 
trips I have ever been on. It was 
definitely a rewarding experience 
and also challenging. I probably 
had the best laughs and craic ever. 
I had definitely had a lot more fun 
with the people on peak who I only 
knew for a week than the people 
from my own scout troop who I have 
known for about three years. I hope 
to see some of people on peak 
again and do some other hikes and 
adventures. Top class trip! 
-Diarmuid Dunne

 I will never forget my peak 
experience, it was the best and most 
rewarding thing I’ve ever done. It’s 
amazing to connect with people who 
have the same level of interest in 
scouts as you do and who actually 

unbelievable, new learning, fantastic 
week that I will never ever forget. 
Everything about it was just too 
good to put into words!
-Saoirse Allen 

It was a unreal week that I will never 
forget, I am still crying that I wished 
I was back, I listen to the EMR 
song all the time even in school I 
can tell ye I want to be back know, 
like I mean it. I made so many new 
friends that I will never forget and 
hope to be still good friends in years 
to come. I learnt so much, more 
confident in map navigating now 

Do you know what it is, how long it is, where it is, what it takes to complete 

the PEAK expedition? Instead of me telling you, why don’t I show you 

some quotes from the participants this year? 

Peak was the most amazing, unforgettable, experience of my life. I have 

never felt so at home with a group of people and the whole time spent 

there was unbelievably fun. I have made so many unique, crazy, awesome 

friends and I have never enjoyed something as much as I loved PEAK. It 

was a life changing, great, craic, funny, awesome, amazing, best, super, 

Have you heard of PEAK?
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staffing it since the start and from 
what I’ve heard do there best to 
make every peak as memorable as 
our one.
-Cillian Cooney 

PEAK is a weeklong adventure 
camp. Running for the last 30 years 
PEAK has been training scouts 
and ventures aged between 14 
and 17 in the rugged landscapes 
of Co. Kerry, against the backdrop 
of the tallest mountains in Ireland. 
Based out of Cappanalea OEC 
in Glencar, the entire week is 
focused around increasing the 
participants’ skill level in hillwalking 
and navigation. PEAK runs from 

Good Friday to the following Friday 
every year. 36 participants from 
around the country take part in a 
variety of activities with a focus on 
hillwalking. Scouts are divided into 
patrols of six and assigned two 
tutors. Over the course of the week 
this patrol learns how to take grid 
references, navigate using map and 
compass and by using the relief 
of the land to be able to navigate 

want to be there. I didn’t hear a 
single complaint and I wouldn’t 
change a second of it. Hope I will 
be friends with the people I met for 
years to come.
-Róisín M. S. Maher

An amazing and challenging 
experience that I would recommend 
to anyone. Very well run and a huge 
thanks to all involved for the best 
week of my life.
-Conor Leon 

Didn’t have a minute where you 
didn’t have something to do and all 
the activities are brilliant the hikes 
are in some amazing mountains too, 
but the main thing is the people! 
Everybody is there for roughly the 
same reasons and whit the same 
interests it is amazing how well 
you click and how well you feel you 
know people after only a week! I feel 
like I could navigate anywhere in 
any weather now it mad how much 
you learn without even noticing your 
learning it. Also unlike some events 
the staff are there because they 
want to be there most have been 
on PEAK themselves or have been 
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accurately in darkness. The first 5 
days are focused on increasing the 
confidence, skills and teamwork of 
the patrol to reach a point where 
they can complete the two day 
expedition across famous mountains 
of Kerry such as Mangerton and 
Purple Mtn. navigating between 
staffed checkpoint as a lone patrol.

The week is jam packed with 
learning, exploration, adventure 
and fun. PEAK is not just about 
hillwalking or navigating, its about 
gaining confidence in yourself, its 
about overcoming challenges and 
difficulties, its about teamwork and 
lifelong friendships.   

Here is a link to more 
Images of this years peak

Applying for PEAK 2014
Application forms for 
PEAK 2014 can be found 
here: 

Information for applying 
can be found here: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/65889020@N04/sets/72157633264997789/with/8657495027/
http://www.sionnach.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/PEAK-Application-Form-2014-PDF.pdf
http://www.sionnach.org/?page_id=409


World Scout Jamboree Japan 2015
The Phoenix Challenge 2013 
‘Peace’, has been announced 
and is  taking place in Castle 
Saunderson International Scout 
Centre. The Challenge itself will run 
from Thursday 15th – Sunday 18th 
August 2013. The theme for this 
year is Peace and the Programme 
will revolve around Peace.

Speaking at the launch of the first 
information pack for this year’s 
challenge event  Mark Blake 

Programme Commissioner (National 
Events) stated that this year the 
event will be taking place in the 
wonderful surroundings of Castle 
Saunderson and will be overlooked 
by the Castle over the weekend. 
It was fitting he stated to have the 
theme of Peace for this year’s camp 
seeing that Castle Saunderson is 
classified as one of the International 
Peace Camps designated by the 
Messengers of Peace.
 
To view and download 
the first  information pack 
click on the link right
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Applications are now open for all to 
apply to part of the Irish Contingent 
to the World Scout Jamboree in 
Japan in 2015.

You can find all the 
details HERE including 
the presentation given at 
National Council.

If you want to apply online you can 
download form from the link Below

The Phoenix Challenge 
2013 ‘Peace’,

https://my.scouts.ie/list_resources/international/wsj_2015_-_resources-344.html
https://adobeformscentral.com/?f=oBjvc*xmPt9HetFXJ7pS6A#
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/National%20Events/2013/Phoenix%20Challenge/Phoenix_2013_info_part_1.pdf


To view a video promotion of the 
event put together by the Crean 
Challenge Expedition  Team click on 
the image to the right

The Crean Challenge Expedition 2014 is now open for applications. 

Applications will be received up to the Friday 24th May. Places are limited 

to 20 Scouts and experience, skills and geographical spread will be 

considered as part of the selection process.

To view all information on this event and to download 

the Application form click on the link right.

The Crean Challenge 

Expedition 2014 
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https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Scouts/crean_booklet.pdf
https://vimeo.com/63802233


Community Celebrations are 

building up! 

The Association is buzzing with talk of what we can do in our communities. 

With the launch of the COMMUNITY Celebrations in April Groups have 

started to Plan what they will do. A number of Groups have already 

logged their projects to get those plans into operation. We have a variety 

of activities happening. These range from the green fingered clean up 

machines helping to tidy the towns across the country to Groups going out 

helping other COMMUNITY Groups.

You can find lots of things to help 
you Plan Do and Review your 
project. Just remember; It’s never 
too late to start helping in YOUR 
COMMUNITY!!”

We also got ones with a little 
twist. One Group is helping with 
a Maritime festival. They have 
Scouts running stalls with loads 
of craft ideas for people to try 
out, they’re running scavenger 
hunts, fancy dress competitions, 
art competitions and all with 
a big interaction with the local 
COMMUNITY!

So if you haven’t logged your 
project yet, there is 
still plenty of time. The 
resources are on the 
website at this link
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http://www.scouts.ie/more/events/COMMUNITY_celebration-346.html


Recent Media Coverage

Irish Examiner - 22nd April 2012

Scouting Ireland achieved substantial Media coverage over the few days 

After National Council.

 
On the Sunday a piece featured in the Sunday Business Post  circulation of 

39k Monday saw us make the front page of the Irish Examiner Circulation 

of 40k Also we featured in Irish Independent (circ 124k) and Irish Mirror 

(circ 56k). We also featured in many of the regional newspapers the 

following week.

 
In regards to Radio Coverage we had a Prime spot on Morning Ireland on 

Monday Morning If you missed the segment below is a link 
to the Podcast.
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We also featured on Ocean FM 
Radio in the west and the Chief 
Scout done an Interview in the 
North East on Northern Sound 
Radio.
 
This came on the back of some 
great publicity we got around 
the Scouting Ireland Community 
week in many National and 
regional Newspapers.

podcast.rasset.ie/podcasts/audio/2013/0422/20130422_rteradio1-morningireland-govtfundin_c20191772_20191822_232_.mp3


Sunday Business Post
21st April 2013
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Irish Daily Mirror 
22nd April 2012

Irish Independent 
22nd April 2012



38

 Two Rover Scouts Attend International 

Scout Peace Camp – Indonesia

Two Rover Scouts, Steven Lenihan and Máire Fitzgerald, represented 

Ireland at the International Scout Peace Camp that was held in Ciburbur, 

Indonesia at the end of last month. There were just under 500 scouts 

taking part in this event, with about 130 international participants, only 

two of whom were from Europe. This led to a culturally diverse and rich 

experience for all involved, none more than the two Irish. The camp was 

one of the many events which have been happening across the world as 

part of the Messengers of Peace 
project. Participants were given 
the opportunity to experience 
many different aspects of 
Indonesian culture. They also took 
part in many different community 
projects, which included school 
visits, community clean ups and 
much much more. The Rovers 
also had the opportunity to 
meet people from all over the 
world, learning from them as 
well as sharing their own culture 
and experiences. All this while 
camping in temperatures which 
reached 40 degrees and close 

100% humidity, it was definitely 
a once in a lifetime experience 
that Steven and Máire will never 
forget!

You can find more information on 
Messengers of Peace on their 
website scoutmessengers.com 
and keep up to date with the Irish 
side of things on their Facebook 
page: Messengers of Peace 
Ireland



based upon the names of traditional 
musical instruments. My camp 
section was called Calung which is 
a type of musical instrument that is 
similar to a xylophone. 

On the 25th March, Day 1 of the 
Camp, we unfortunately missed the 
opening ceremony as a result of the 
times of our flights. It took us a total 
of 17 hours of flying and another 
couple of hours with changeovers 
and connections to reach the 
campsite from Dublin. That evening 
we registered and were given our ID 
cards, starting badges, information 
booklets. We were then introduced 
to the ISC (staff) and escorted to our 
camping area.

Throughout the camp I observed 
many different traditions and ways 
of life that the Indonesian people 
have in comparison to Irish people. 
One, for example, was their sleeping 
pattern. They go to sleep around 9 
or 10pm and rise early for 4.30am 
prayer as the principle religion in 
Indonesia is Islam.

One of the main aspects of the 
camp was a 3 day Home Stay 
with members of Scouting from 

Messengers of Peace – Indonesia 2013

The following report is by Steven Lenihan (12th Galway Claregalway Scout 

Group) who as a member of The National Rover Team 2013 represented 

Scouting Ireland at the International Scout Peace Camp in Indonesia.

The International Peace Camp took place in Jakarta, Indonesia from 25th – 

31st March 2013. This camp was run in their national campsite in Cibubur 

which is over 250 acres. The Peace Camp was divided into section areas 

the surrounding provinces. It was 
called the Rai programme which 
consisted of 3 different sub-camps 
with each one having a different 
cultural aspect. Setu Babakan, Desa 
Sukaratu and Kampung Domba 
were the names of the 3 sub-camps 
of the Rai Programme. The main 
aim of this Programme was to spend 
3 days, 2 nights living with local 
families, getting involved in their 
daily life from their customs, habits 
and chores. We also experienced 
the local culture through their songs, 
dance, martial arts, culinary skills 
and local produce. Each sub-camp 
focused on 5 areas – adventure, 
environment, community service, 
culture and local product.

My sub-camp was called Desa 
Sukaratu. The Sukaratu Village is 
located in the Cianjur region. It was 
established by the Government 
and has become one of their most 
valued tourist villages.  It is a focal 
point for farming produce. The 
village is situated in a mountainous 
region which gives it a unique 
benefit in comparison to the Cibubur 
Campsite because it gets cooler 
breezes of fresh air as opposed to 
90-100% humidity with no wind.
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The same 5 challenges were 
presented to us in the Sukaratu 
Programme. For the adventure 
aspect we travelled to visit the 
Gunung Padang Mountain which is 
classed as a pre-historical adventure 
with hiking thrown in – Not that a 
100m climb would be classed as a 
hike!! Gunung Padang is an ancient 
site believed to be older than the 
Pyramids in Egypt (dating back to 
7000BC) and to be the seat of one 
of the great Kings who turned into a 
tiger as the myth goes.

For the environmental aspect we 
learned about the composting 
process which is a daily occurrence 
in many households. We were also 
shown the waste management 
systems and procedures in place 
which to say the least are quite 
minimal! We looked at rice, the 
staple diet of Indonesian society. 
We were brought on a tour of the 
village’s Paddy Fields.  
    
                  We were shown how 
they were ploughed both by using                                                                 
traditional ox and plough 
methods and modern mechanical                                                                      
machinery. We then planted 

rice seedlings into a freshly                                                                  
ploughed field and were 
brought to the local rice factory.                                                                        
Here we saw the rice being 
dried by laying it out on big                                                                     
concrete patios to be dried 
by the heat of the sun. It was                                                                         
then gathered into sacks and 
stored before being put through                                                             
rollers, hoppers and dust extractors. 
Finally it made its way into                                                             
sacks for storage. I really enjoyed 
learning about this process                                                                    
and experiencing a typical 
Indonesian industry. 

The same evening as visiting the 
rice field, we took a tour of the local 
villages in the Sukaratu Region. 
During this tour we focused on 
the community service aspect 
of the Home Stay. We visited a 
local primary school and they had 
traditional games set up for us to 
take part in. We also exchanged a 
few of our own games along with 
various badges. The school children 
brought us to the fish pools located 
in the centre of the village and 
showed us how to fish by hand. So 
we rolled up the trousers, took off 
our shoes and got stuck in! After 3 
or 4 tries I eventually caught one 

and later that evening we cooked 
the fish we caught with our Home 
Stay families. 

The local produce section of the 
Rai programme was introduced 
to us throughout the Home Stay 
period. Our focus was on rice and 
other local produce like Combro 
and Ketimus. Villagers would give 
traditional desserts as treats during 
water breaks.  Traditional food 
dishes were plentiful at dinner time 
most tasting nicer than they actually 
looked.
As for the cultural aspect the whole 
3 day programme was jammed 
packed with culture. You really 
couldn’t avoid it!  On the arrival to 
the Sukaratu Village we attended 
an Opening Ceremony at the village 
square. There were displays of the 
martial art of Cianjur called Silat 
Maenpo and traditional dances 
of the Sundanese People which 
included Jaipongan, Kacapi Suling, 
Rampak Gendang and Angklung. 
These were all accompanied by 
traditional music. On the second 
night we were brought to the square 
and were shown the Jaipongan 
dance which we performed later 
at the campsite in traditional dress 
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as part of the cultural performance 
night. Being an international 
participant I was volunteered to 
learn this dance but bear in mind 
I have 2 left feet, I’m 6ft 3 and 
wearing a dress (tradition outfit)! 
Some of the luckier ones played 
musical instruments instead. It was 
good fun but the stark contrast of 
dance style was very challenging to 
learn. 

After the 3 day Home Stay we 
returned to the Cibubur Camp which 
was hotter and much more humid. 
During the first day back we focused 
our attention towards the Global 
Development Village (GDV). There 
were 3 zones of GDV- environment/
climate change, health and youth 
and population. Exhibitions and 
workshops took place in each of 
these zones and the topics that 
were discussed related to both 
past and present issues branching 
from the 3 areas. We discussed our 
opinions on the GDV and gave our 
feedback to the members of each 
zone.

Following the GDV topics there 
was the Peace Forum where 
emerging issues of the 21st 



Century that impact human life 
were discussed. The 5 topics 
included the environment, 
culture, entrepreneurship, 
health and education.                                                                                                                                       
     At the Forum everyone had 
the chance to share their stories                                                                           
and opinions on the respected 
topics and a Peace Declaration                                                                   
was drawn up for the 
Messengers of Peace Initiative.                                                                                  
The Declaration hopes to 
empower, support and involve                                                                                      
the youth sections of 
scouting to learn good things,                                                                                     
to love good things and to do good 
things. 

Another day back at the campsite, 
we bussed to the nearby festival/
carnival. It was held at a theme 
park of museums in Taman Mini 
Indonesia Indah. The purpose of 
the trip was to convey the message 
of peace in a carnival surrounding. 
There were 33 provinces from 
Indonesia on display in each 
museum. Mostly traditional housing, 
transport, history, dancing and music 
as well as many other aspects of 
the Indonesian lifestyle were on 

display. Half way through the day 
we met the Governor of the province 
and other highly ranked officials of 
their scouting movement. This was 
followed by a parade around the 
area from International participants 
in their custom clothing with their 
national flags. 

The same night as the Museum 
Day the Closing Ceremony took 
place.  Almost a week after 
camping together and witnessing 
the Indonesian culture first hand, 
we gathered around a campfire 
to reflect on our commitment as 
Messengers of Peace. We were 
presented with our Messengers 
of Peace neckerchiefs by the 
Indonesian Chief Scout, Gerakan 
Pramuka. I presented him with 
a 12th Galway, Claregalway 
neckerchief as a token of 
goodwill and gratitude for the kind 
reception we received. We were 
also presented with a plaque to 
commemorate our stay in Indonesia. 
The Peace Declaration was read out 
to all members of the Messengers 
of Peace Initiative by 6 International 
Representatives. Goodbyes were 
said and networking was done 
as the following morning the 
International Scouts departed for 

the Cibubur hostel. At the end of 
the camp the Indonesians returned 
home. However many international 
Scouts had another day before 
getting their flights home so they 
took a trip into Jakarta City and 
visited their National Monument and 
various other tourist attractions. It 
was a great way to round off the trip 
before heading home.

Overall the trip was a great 
experience and it gave me the 
opportunity to network with 
many Rover Scouts from around 
the world. I learned a lot about 
Indonesian culture and society as 
well as making lots of new friends 
which I hope to see again at other 
international events in the future. 
Our aim following the camp is to 
promote the Messengers of Peace 
Initiative both on a national and 
international level and to take 
off from where we left it at the 
Indonesian Peace Camp.  As Baden 
Powell said “Try to leave this world 
a little better than you found it and, 
when your turn comes to die you 
can die happy in the feeling that at 
any rate you have not wasted your 
time but have done your best.”   
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A word from your reps on what it means to them to be your reps.

“All the work is worthwhile if it makes even one rovers scouting experience better”  - 
Gary Gaughen North East Province 
“It means listening and fighting your corner”  
- Diarmuid O Fionnain Western Province 
“Rovers for Rovers by Rovers”  
- Jack Denning Western Province 
“It’s something else being given the world as your playground”  
- Ali Maher Northeast Province 
“What if the “hokey pokey” is what “rovering” is all about!?!” 
- Denise Delaney Southeastern Provinice
“I really believe rovers is going to be the next big thing! I’m excited to be a part of it!”  
- Niamh Donnelly Western Province
“This year I’m gonna give my all to rovering and give it the (hiking) boot up the “asses” 
it needs to reach all new levels of awesome sauce #roversgoestoZ’sbootcamp” 
- Zahaira Caffrey Esmau Dublin Province 
“Meeting new people, sharing experiences and ideas to help other rovers”
- Karen Bradley Northern Province 
“It’s great to work with other Rovers for the benefit of Rovers across the country”  
- Máire Angela Southern Province 
“Rovers are brilliant; it’s a great feeling seeing a rover complete his/her journey 
through the programme sections, as I say super fantastic”
- Lucy Kay Rover Commissioner

Yours on behalf of the Rover Team.
     

Zahaira C Esmau 
   
Dublin Province 

National Council
At the epic National Council of 2013, Scouting Ireland welcomed our 
newest Rover Reps into the scouting family.

We have a very strong, enthusiastic, spirited and just down right lovely 
team of 18 – 26 years old representing the Rovers of Ireland

42



Save the Date 
A few important events to add to 
your Icals, date books, calendars etc 
etc! 
These are your upcoming Rover 
events! 
We know Rovers are super busy 
Important people so here is ample 
notice of all things Rovering events! 
In chronological order: 

• Explorer Belt 
First up on the Rovering calendar 
is the extremely famous and 
unbearably awesome explorer belt . 
This is an Event for our 18 – 21 year 
old Rovers and a adventure well 
worth taking part in! 
Explorer belt 
26/06/13 – 14/07/13

• Ventact
Whilst mainly known as a Venture 
Event us Rovers can join in the craic 
too and show them how it’s done!
Kilcully Campsite
23/08/’13 – 25/08/’13

Attention Rovers!! • Western Province R.A.V.E. 
(Rover and Venture Event)
The western province are staging 
their first event for 15-26 year olds 
in Lough Keel Campsite, Boyle, Co. 
Roscommon. There should be a 
variety of events including but not 
limited to balloon thethered flight, 
paint balling, clay pigeon shooting 
and a Rover only Orchard Island 
bivvy. Well worth the trip!
Lough Keel Campsite
23/08/’13 – 25/08/’13

• Rover Chill
Last but not most definitely not 
least, the pinnacle event of your 
rover calendar, the ceisel (rope!) on 
your tripod, the cork screw in your 
swiss army knife, the ducky on your 
necker, ROVER CHILL!

We currently have our rover rep 
bees working away on this fun 
fantastic weekend away. Keep 
your eyes peeled for our teaser 
campaign!
Larch Hill
27/09/’13 – 29/09/’13

So these are just a few events for 
your shiny new 2013 rover calendar, 
can’t wait to see you all there, make 
sure to say hi!

     
Yours on behalf of the rep team,
     
     
Zahaira C Esmau
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Scouting Ireland Expedition 2013

Although only one of the seven development spurs of the Adventure 

Skills (Hill Walking) programme the Scouting Ireland Expedition 2013 

was the culmination of all of the of the three years of that adventure skills 

programme since it was launched in 2010.

The expedition was specifically designed to encompass the elements of 

the Adventure Skills (Hill Walking) Level 9 Award, namely, the experience 

of altitude at 3250m plus, as well as that of winter mountaineering skills. 

This was coupled the opportunity to gain some experience of expedition 

preparation and management

In March 2012, six Scouters, 
all members of the Mountain 
Pursuit Challenge (MPC) Team 
travelled to the area of the 
Haut (High) Atlas Mountains 
in Morocco, to see if this area 
was feasible as a location 
for such an expedition. Their 
second  objective was; to gain 
the knowledge and experience 
of the area, its people, terrain, 
conditions, weather patterns, 
facilities, etc…in order to 
resource and support a possible 
future expedition with the other 
objectives to this area.
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This team upon its return in 
late March of 2012 reported 
that area was suitable and met 
the objectives outlined and the 
Adventure Skills (Hill Walking) 
Team got to work planning and 
putting in place the processes 
and structures necessary to 
undertake an expedition in 
2013. 

In June 2012 an open 
invitation was issued to all 
Rover Scouts and Scouters 
in Scouting Ireland to apply 
to be a member of the 
Scouting Ireland Expedition 

2013 Team. From that time, 
an application process was 
completed, three expedition 
briefings (June and December 
2012 and February 2013) 
were prepared and issued, 
topical papers on defined 
subjects were researched and 
submitted by each member of 

the team, as well as meetings 
and training opportunities and 
other preparatory work was 
undertaken until the departure 
of the Scouting Ireland 
Expedition 2013 Team on the 
morning of Monday 11th of 
March 2013…………… 

Day One: Monday 11th March 2013
We arrived at Dublin Airport to 
find snow ploughs on the tarmac. 
The runway was closed due to 
snow; all flights delayed. But 
we weren’t worried. We had five 
hours to make our connection at 
Gatwick. No need to panic.
Three hours later we were 
concerned, worried even. Our 
plane was in Shannon and we 
were stuck in Dublin, watching 
the snow ploughs. The irony 
of it was that we were on an 
expedition to the Haut Atlas 
Mountains in Morocco, so we 
had come prepared for snow. We 
just hadn’t expected to find it at 
the airport !.

Eventually, our plane showed 
up and we got on board, got 
de-iced, and took off. We made 
our final approach to Gatwick 
knowing our connection time was 
down to the wire, but our luck 
held. The plane landed and we 
started our mad dash through 
the airport. Inevitably, inbound 
from Ireland we had arrived at 
the South Terminal and our flight 
to Marrakech was from the North 
Terminal. A train was involved, 
lots of running and rushing 
and pushing trolleys, until we 
finally arrived at the Easy Jet 
desk, checked in, then through 
security and boarded our plane 
for Marrakech with about five 
minutes to spare.



The trail took us up a broad valley, 
past the settlement of Aroumd and 
then across the broad flood plain of 
a river. A couple of kilometres further 
up we came to Sidi Chammharouch, 
a small settlement built around a 
famous shrine. This shrine consists 
of a small mosque built up against 
a very large (and unusual) white 
rock. Depending on who you ask, a 
visit to the shrine may be good for 
curing infertility or else for getting 
rid of djinns, or evil spirits. Since 
you ask, a djinn is better known to 
westerners as a genie, and it turns 
out they’re not all as amusing as 
Robin Williams. 

By the time we landed in Marrakech 
it was dark, but a pleasant 20 plus 
degrees, complete contrast from 
where we had come. After clearing 
the airport we piled into a bus that 
would take us the 60 kilometres 
to Imlil, a small town about 1700m 
above sea level, in the foothills 
of the Atlas Mountains. Here, we 
spent the night at the Annex – a sort 
of low-level bed and breakfast, a 
counterpart to the Refuge we would 
be staying in up in the mountains. 
After a good dinner and our first 
taste of mint tea – which is the 
national drink of Morocco – we went 
to bed.

Day Two: Tuesday 12th 
March 2013

Eight o’clock saw many of us 
standing on the roof terrace of the 
Annex, looking at the jumble of 
square terra-cotta coloured houses 
– most of which had satellite dishes 
on their flat roofs – that made up 
Imlil. We also had our first look at 
the Atlas Mountains, whose white 
peaks we could see rising up to the 
south of us.

Shortly after leaving Sidi 
Chammharouch, we reached a 
height of 2500 meters, which is 
where the effects of altitude usually 
start to make themselves felt. We all 
found ourselves that little bit more 
breathless and rest stops became 
more frequent. As well as that, we 
had passed through the snow line 
and the wind had picked up and 
turned much colder. Jagged peaks 
looked down on us from every 
side and the cloud seemed to be 
dropping lower and lower. No doubt 
about it, we were in a wild and 
inhospitable place.

By the time we reached the Refuge 
des Mouflons (3200m), we were 
all panting for breath and chilled 
to the core. The refuge was large 
and stone built and while most 
parts were chilly, the common 
rooms had wood stoves. We settled 
into our sleeping quarters, which 
were spacious enough, but also 
dark and stuffy, and then went 
down for dinner, which was a type 
of Moroccan stew cooked and 
served in a tangine, which is an 
earthenware cooking pot, with a 
very distinctive conical chimney on 
top.
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After a breakfast of bread and jam 
and Laughing Cow cheese (about 
which more anon) we went into 
the village to buy water, politely 
declining the invitations from a 
dozen or more souvenir sellers to 
come inside and have a look, very 
good price, very democratic price. 
Democracy, it seems, is highly 
valued in Morocco. 

When we got back to the annex we 
found a string of mules standing 
outside, waiting to be loaded with 
our heavier bags. They set off 
towards the mountains and we 
followed them, being shown the path 
by a guide from the Annex, whose 
entire mountaineering equipment 
seemed to us to consist of a bag of 
oranges.



more than ten meters in the murk. 
We turned around and started back 
down and suddenly we could see 
considerably less than ten meters 
– the wind-driven sleet and spindrift 
instantly iced up our glasses and 
we found ourselves stomping blindly 
down the gulley, following the red 
or yellow blobs in front, steering 
clear of the unmoving black ones, 
which could be rocks, ribs or rock 
buttresses.

The going got easier as we got down 
lower, though now and again the 
wind threw a sharp blast of hail in 
our faces. We stopped about halfway 
back to the Refuge and had lunch 

Day Three: Wednesday 
13th March 2013

Outside, the weather wasn’t good. 
Yesterday’s stiff breeze had turned 
into a proper wind and it was gusting 
straight up the valley, chasing 
clouds of spindrift before it. Still, we 
had to get out. Some of us were 
feeling the altitude pretty badly, so 
it was agreed that a few would drop 
down a few hundred meters to try 
to shake the symptoms. Descent to 
a lower level is the correct way to 
deal with the ill effects of altitude. 
The rest of us needed to climb 
higher than the Refuge itself (as 
to climb high, sleep low is the rule 
for acclimatization, as well as for 

while we waited for some of the 
others to catch up. We decided to 
have a go at digging a snow hole, 
which at least gave us some respite 
from the wind. Once everybody 
was accounted for, we set off again 
and got back to the Refuge in mid 
afternoon, all frozen and wet to 
some degree, but feeling better for 
having gone to a higher altitude, 
gained the experience of the 
conditions and come down again.
Dinner that night was couscous 
followed by the ubiquitous mint tea. 
Then it was back to bed in our room 
while our wet gear dried out in front 
of the dying embers of the stoves.
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familiarisation with the area) and 
so we set out with our backs to the 
wind, heading south and pausing 
only to put our crampons on a little 
way up the valley.

Our target was Tizi n’Ouagane (tizi 
is Berber for a col or pass), which 
lay a couple of kilometres south up 
the valley and about 500 meters 
higher than the Refuge. We picked 
our way in that direction, trying to 
find a good pace for the altitude (it’s 
all about walking slowly) and getting 
used to the snow, to the crampons 
and, above all, to breathing thinner 
air.

By the time we reached the Col we 
were being buffeted heavily by the 
wind and it was impossible to see 



The same could not be said for most 
of us. Most of us had endured a night 
of broken sleep for one reason or 
another. There was aspirin, bottled 
water and rehydration salts doing the 
rounds before breakfast. Speaking of 
breakfast, nobody had much appetite 
for it – not the hard Moroccan bread, 
nor the ubiquitous Laughing Cow 
cheese (told you it would come up 
again !). Still, we all knew we had to 
eat and, more importantly, drink. So 
we did.
With crampons on we headed east, 
taking slow and steady steps up and 
away from the Refuge, towards the 
hanging valley that would lead us into 

Day Four: Thursday 
14th March 2013

We had agreed that if the weather 
was decent we would try for the 
summit of Jebel Toubkal (4167m) 
today. We came out to find the sun 
slowly creeping up the valley and 
hardly a cloud in the sky. No wind, 
either, which was more to the point. 
The stormy conditions of the past 
few days had run themselves out. 
The weather was better than decent 
– it was perfect. 

the South Cwm, the South Col, and 
then to the summit of Jebel Toubkal. 
The track zigzagged up steep 
ground directly above the refuge. 
We quickly became aware of the 
height and of the steepness. Before 
we had gone very far, our group had 
broken into two factions – the hares 
and the tortoises. The hares soon 
disappeared up the valley while the 
tortoises plodded along, gradually 
being passed out by groups of off-
piste skiers.

The knack of climbing at altitude is 
to find a pace that you can keep up 
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for long stretches – without having 
to stop every ten meters to catch 
your breath. It takes discipline and 
concentration. Walking at this slow 
and steady pace, time slips by 
quickly – but so does the ground. 
Before we quite knew it, we had 
passed our maximum altitude of the 
day before and were nearing the 
South Col of Jebel Toubkal, which 
was at 4000 meters.

The last section of the climb to 
the summit seemed to take far 
longer than it should have, but 
then suddenly it was over. After 



watching all the happy sunburned 
faces ranged around the table.

Day Five: Friday 15th 
March 2013

I don’t think half of us slept at all 
last night. I certainly didn’t. I had 
a pounding headache, a fever, 
and it seemed that no matter how 
I lay down I could hear my own 
heart thumping in my chest. Very. 
Very. Loudly. It was possibly the 
worst night’s sleep in the history of 
insomnia.

Only when morning came did I 
discover that I wasn’t the only one. 
Most of us had slept badly, and 
several others had endured exactly 
the same symptoms I had. The 
diagnosis was probably a mixture 
of physical stress from the climb, 
altitude, dehydration and a big 
spoonful of sunstroke thrown in for 
good measure. 

Nevertheless, now that we had 
climbed Jebel Toubkal the hard 
work was done and we had a day 
to do with as we pleased. After 
going outside and catching a breath 

negotiating the top of a very steep 
snowfield, we walked easily up to the 
big steel pylon that marks the summit 
of the highest mountain in North 
Africa and shook hands. Then we 
took in the spectacular views on every 
side; nothing but blue sky and jagged 
tiers of mountains stretching away to 
the hazy plains of Africa. Suddenly, 
the last five hours of hard physical 
and mental toil seemed worthwhile.
After the obligatory summit photos, 
we started down. Descending was 
certainly easier than ascending, but it 
was by no means simple. We retraced 
our steps back down to the South Col, 
then into the South Cwm and down 
the valley. As we came down it sank 
in how very far we had gone up that 
morning. We were a long way from 
home and we still had to focus, step 
by step, one foot in front of the other. 
Luckily the weather held, though we 
were racing the setting sun by the 
time the refuge came into sight. Down 
the last steep section just above the 
refuge and we were home and dry. 
A celebratory bottle of coke was in 
order, for me at least, and then it was 
time for dinner, eating and laughing 
and talking about the day just gone, 

of fresh air, everybody’s mood 
improved noticeably. It was another 
beautiful day and, if anything, even 
hotter than the day before. The 
more energetic amongst us chose 
to go on another hike, reaching Tizi 
Afella which is located at a height of 
3900m.

The rest of us stayed close to the 
Refuge, working on our winter skills 
and even doing a bit of technical 
ice climbing on an icefall a short 
distance up the valley. But for the 
most part we just sat in the sun, 
dried our gear and had a well 
deserved rest.
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Day Six: Saturday 16th 
March 2013

Going down day. We had left a 
window open in our room the night 
before and everybody slept better 
for it. We were all up early, packing 
the last of our gear and ready for 
one last battle with hard bread and 
the Laughing Cow (there it is again 
!). Only this morning there was fresh 
bread and omelettes, the staff of the 
Refuge having made a special effort 
for our going away breakfast.
Fancy breakfast or not, we were 
fairly champing at the bit to get back 



tiny shops and stalls and honking 
mopeds.

After only one false start we made 
our way to the riads where we would 
be staying for the next couple of 
nights. A riad is a sort of Moroccan 
guesthouse and is quite tardis-like 
in construction. From the outside 
it looks like a very plain doorway 
in the wall of the alley. Inside, you 
get a cool and quiet courtyard, very 
often with a fountain in the middle, 
and three floors with a roof terrace. 
An oasis of calm right in the midst of 
the Medina.

When we had settled in, we walked 
to the nearest hammam, or bath 
house. After five days without hot 
showers we all needed a good 
scrub and we certainly got that 
in the hammam. To start with, we 
had to change into skimpy paper 
underwear, like the sort they give 
you in hospital, only more so. Then 
it was into the steam room, where 
we were lightly cooked and doused 
with water before being smeared 
with powerful eucalyptus soap that 
looked for all the world like axle 
grease. After a few minutes, the 
attendants came back and put on 
gloves that appeared to be made of 

to civilization. After some group 
photos on the terrace of the Refuge 
and then lots of handshaking and 
more photos with the staff, we lit out 
for Imlil at a fair old pace. We could 
almost taste the air getting thicker 
as we went down the valley and 
after pausing at Sidi Chammharouch 
for a glass of orange juice, we were 
all back

in Imlil less than four hours after 
leaving the Refuge. A leisurely lunch 
and a few cold drinks and then we 
were on our way again, crammed 
into a small bus with all our gear and 

sandpaper, which they proceeded 
to use to remove the soap and, in 
the process, every atom of dirt and 
several layers of skin.

Scrubbed so hard that we must 
have been shining, we headed back 
to Jemaa el Fnaa Square for dinner. 
This was quite an experience as, 
after dark, this huge square is filled 
with hundreds of food stalls offering 
everything from walnuts to sheep’s 
heads. There is a lot of smoke, 
heat, and delicious aromas wafting 
around – not to mention a lot of 
shouting as the vendors try to lure 
passers-by over to their stall. In fact, 
to the uninitiated, it’s a bit like sitting 
down to dinner in the middle of a 
riot.

Day Seven: Sunday 
17th March 2013

St Patrick’s Day in Marrakech. 
Apart from our green tee shirts 
with assorted slogans, we kept the 
Paddy’s Day celebrations fairly 
subdued. This was our day off, in 
any event. We had the whole day in 
Marrakech to amuse ourselves, and 
only a time agreed to meet up in the 
evening.
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winding our way down out of the 
mountains, past almond and olive 
groves, hilltop forts and deep river 
gorges.

If the Refuge des Mouflons had 
been a bit extreme in terms of cold 
and quiet and solitude, Marrakech 
was at the other end of the scale. 
The bus left us at the edge of Jemaa 
el Fnaa Square and we found 
ourselves in a riot of evening heat, 
noise and people. As we set off 
across the square we passed snake 
charmers and orange-juice vendors, 
beggars and throngs of tourists. 
Then we plunged into the Medina, 
which was all winding alleyways, 



Footnote

As evening came on and the call to 
prayer from a few nearby mosques 
wafted through the warm air, we 
gathered on the roof of one of the 
riads and had a small ceremony to 
round out the expedition. Some hill 
skills badges were presented and 
thanks were given to everybody for 
taking part in the expedition – but 
especially to John, Paul and Charlie 
for organising it. We literally would 
not have been there without them.
After a final dinner in the scrum of 
Jemaa el Fnaa square, we returned 
to the bar of the Grand Hotel de 
France and did our patriotic duty by 
drowning the shamrock as best we 
could in a country where alcohol is 
frowned upon. It was a pleasant end 
to an exciting and interesting trip, 
and we all went to bed that night 
tired but happy.

Day Eight: Monday 
18th March 2013

After all the drama of our outward-
bound trip, we were half-expecting 
a bumpy ride back home, but 
it couldn’t have been more 
straightforward. A bus collected 

Most of us went to the souk, which 
is a vast open-air market spread 
over miles and miles of narrow 
alleys running through the Medina. 
You can buy pretty much anything 
here, though you need to be 
prepared to haggle, and if you think 
you can out-haggle a Moroccan 
then you’d be wrong. It can get quite 
heated, but it’s always good natured 
and the usual thing is to agree on 
a price that isn’t too disgraceful for 
either party. A visit to the souk is 
good fun and possibly the best way 
to get a close look at the culture of 
an Arab city.
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us at Jemaa el Fnaa square and 
brought us the few kilometres 
back to the airport. There were no 
flight delays, no problems clearing 
customs. We spent our last few 
dirhams on sweets and souvenirs 
at the airport. Only a few hours later 
we were back in Gatwick, back to 
the cold and the rain and the snow.
Unlike the last time we were there, 
we got through Gatwick without a 
hitch. It felt a little strange to hear 
other Irish voices in the departure 
lounge, but not strange at all to 
be back in Ireland, to be showing 
our passports to the policeman, 
grinning at him through the sunburn, 
and then hauling our bags off the 
carousel once more. When the 
fifteen of us had met at the airport a 
week before, most of us had been 
relative strangers, but as we shook 
hands for the final time, we parted 
as friends.

Any expedition brings with it many 
challenges and opportunities, 
as well of course the prospect of 
achievements, undertaking the 
Scouting Ireland Expedition 2013 
proved no different to this time 
honoured formula.

As outlined the origin of the 
Scouting Ireland Expedition 2013 
is found in the plan to underpin and 
deliver the Adventure Skills (Hill 
Walking) Programme. The team 
tasked with developing and 
delivering that plan is lead by Dave 
Batt. It was members of this team 
along with others who took the 
first steps last year in travelling to 
Morocco and exploring to see if 
such an expedition was feasible, it 
was in their footsteps we followed 
this year on the Scouting Ireland 
Expedition 2013.

The Scouting Ireland Expedition 
2013 was made up of a team of 
Scouters, those who travelled and 
those who didn’t, both equally as 
important as the other. Those 
who did not travel were in support 
roles, which are fundamental and 
crucial to both the planning of, 
as well as the undertaking of the 
expedition itself.  

Was Scouting Ireland Expedition 
2013 a success, the resounding 
answer is yes. 

All who travelled to Morocco 
achieved altitude higher than that 
required at Level 9, namely 3250m 



Scouting Ireland to the mountains here in Ireland and 
overseas. Seeing the world from these high places is the 
achievement of the journey to get there, that journey is with 
the Adventure Skills (Hill Walking) Programme.

Scouting Ireland Expedition 2013 
Team:

Travelling
Alan Monaghan (45th Dublin (Mount Argus)
Andy Worsnop (70th Dublin (Porterstown)
Charlie Mc Guinness (Adventure Skills (H/Walking) Team) 
– Group Leader/Guide
Chris Dewhurst (18/19th Cork (Fermoy)
David Batt (Adventure Skills (H/Walking) Team) – Lead Medic
Declan Murray (MPC Team) – Group Leader/Guide
Ed O’Donnell (9th Dublin Port/15th Dublin (Malahide) 
– Deputy Medic
Fiona Bent (70th Dublin (Porterstown)
John Barron (Adventure (H/Walking) Skills Team) 
– Group Leader/Guide
Millie De Buitlier (132nd Dublin (Bayside)
Malachy Lavelle (8th Galway (Oranmore)
Neil Mahony (80th Cork (Little Island)
Patrick Pirkl (5th Wicklow (Bray)
Paul Barron (Adventure Skills (H/Walking) Team) 
– Group Leader/Guide
Paul Doyle (45th Dublin (Mount Argus) 

Non Travelling
Brendan Mc Nicholas (94th Dublin (Walkinstown) 
– Home Liaison Support
David Bourke (33/40th Limerick (Monaleen Milford)
Kiernan Gildea (9/10th Dublin (Aughrim Street) 

plus. They were challenged by 
winter weather conditions, but 
equally enjoyed the best of winter 
mountaineering conditions. Some 
refreshed their existing winter 
mountaineering skills, while others 
learned such skills. In preparing 
their pre expedition papers on topics 
such as; the mountain range/area 
of the Haut Atlas, the country 
of Morocco (incl. scouting in 
that country),  expedition gear/
equipment/kit, altitude, winter 
mountaineering and medical 
emergencies, treatments and 
evacuation plan for an expedition, 
all gained valuable and necessary 
insights in a variety of aspects of the 
Scouting Ireland Expedition 2013. 
The expedition itself was undertaken 
within budget and delivered, as 
outlined, upon the objectives set for 
it in the overall plan. 

Just as they have followed, the 
footsteps taken by members of the 
Scouting Ireland Expedition 2013 
Team, are and will be followed by 
other members of 

– Home Liaison Support
Simon Stringer (Adventure Skills (H/Walking) Team) 
– Home Liaison Officer
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Morocco 2013 - A Personal Experience

- Fiona Bent

I’m relatively new to scouting.  I was a hiker in college but after I graduated 

my hiking boots were left forgotten in the attic.  In the summer of 2011 I 

dusted them off for the first time in four years to climb Carrauntuohill.  I 

remembered how much I love the outdoors and I wanted more.  So later 

that year I joined the Scouts.  I was invested on Mangerton Mountain on 

my first MPC in April 2012 and come August I had signed up for Expedition 

2013.
Expedition team for the first time at the 
annual Mountain Moot in Tollymore.  
That’s when I found out that I was the 
only female member of the team.  I 
have to admit I was surprised, but it 
didn’t bother me (the lads seemed 
like a friendly bunch).  That weekend 
I did some training on steep ground 
and some night navigation, and I was 
assessed to Stage 7 on my Emergency 
skills.

I did some hiking in the Wicklow 
Mountains over the winter and 
continued to work on my navigation.  
In February I was assessed to Stage 
7 on my Hillwalking skills. I also met 
the team for the last time before the 
Expedition.  Thankfully most of them 

I was fairly confident that I was 
up to the task.  After all I was 
out hiking fairly regularly; my 
fellow Scouters were helping 
me to improve my navigation; I 
had a REC 3 course under my 
belt; and I had a decent level of 
fitness.  I’d never been at altitude 
before, nor did I have any winter 
mountaineering experience, but 
there’s a first time for everything!  
The Expedition sounded like a 
challenge, an adventure, and I 
wanted to be part of it.
I attended all of the MPCs in 
2012 and in November I met the 

had a lot more experience (and kit) 
than me and I was able to borrow any 
gear I didn’t have – crampons, ice 
axe, walking poles.  I was almost set.

And so, after a long wait in Dublin 
Airport and a mad dash through 
Gatwick, I found myself in the of the 
Refuge des Mouflons Annex in Imlil 
at the foot of the Atlas Mountains.  
The next morning we set off after 
our pack mules, heading up into the 
snow.  Following advice from my 
fellow expedition team members I 
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took it slow, establishing myself as 
a backmarker.  Even still I found it 
tough.  We climbed 1500m that day, 
from Imlil at 1700m to the Refuge 
des Mouflons at 3200m.  I was 
exhausted when we reached the 
Refuge, so I ate as much food as I 
could stomach and went to bed.
It was like trying to sleep after 
drinking a triple espresso.  Needless 
to say I did not feel great in the 
morning.  I considered dropping 
down that day, but after eating my 
breakfast I felt a bit more human.  



So I packed my bag and headed 
off.  It was a miserable day or, as 
I was informed, “a bad Scottish 
Winter day”.  It was the first time I 
had ever worn crampons.  We had 
high winds, freezing rain and poor 
visibility.  Every exposed surface 
was coated in ice, including our 
sunglasses.  We hiked to 3750m, 
where we stopped for a distinctly 
chilly lunch.  We stopped off at 
a convenient snow cave on our 
way back, dug by the speedier 
members of our team.  It was a 
welcome respite from the howling 
icy winds.  Even more welcome 
was our dinner on return to the 
Refuge – hiking in the snow at 
altitude is hungry work!  Never 
mind exhausting – it was another 
early night.

On Day 3 we set out for the 
alluring Jebel Toubkal.  The sun 
was shining and we felt confident.  
It was only a 9km round trip but we 
gained 940m height, which was 
more difficult than I expected in 
the thinner air.  The ground was 
a bit steeper than I was entirely 
comfortable with but, seeing no 
alternative route to the top, I kept 

assess avalanche risk, a few belaying 
techniques, ice axe arrests and, 
most fun of all, ice climbing.  It was a 
scorcher of a day and we ate our lunch 
on the terrace to work on our tan.  In 
the afternoon I took a well-earned rest.
On Saturday morning we said farewell 
to Refuge des Mouflons.  The descent 
to Imlil was a cake walk compared 
to the hike up.  It was strange to feel 
more and more energetic as the day 
went on – the pleasant effects of 
increased oxygen intake!  We stopped 
for lunch in Imlil before taking a bus to 
Marrakech.
The contrast couldn’t have been 
greater.  Where the Atlas Mountains 
had been tranquil and blanketed in 
snow, Marrakesh was a hive of activity, 
a riot of colour.  Once settled into our 
Riad (Hotel/Guesthouse) we went 
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my eyes on my feet and powered on.  
When I finally managed to drag myself 
to the summit I was on my last legs, but 
I forgot all about it once I saw the views 
– they were spectacular!  We could see 
all the way to Marrakech, which was 
under cloud while we basked in the 
sun.  We unfurled our Scouting Ireland 
flag for the compulsory summit photo 
before turning around for our temporary 
home.  I was about halfway back to 
the Refuge when exhaustion set in.  I 
merely sat down to de-ice my crampons 
and I didn’t want to stand up again.  It 
was slow going back to the Refuge 
from there.  I had a headache and was 
nauseous; aside from that it was a 
massive effort to put one foot in front 
of the other.  Thankfully I was amongst 
friends; I got nothing but support from 
my fellow hikers.  After 10 hours in 
the mountains, regretting my decision 
ever to climb Toubkal, I finally made it 
back to the Refuge, to be welcomed by 
backslaps all round.  All regrets were 
forgotten.  I nearly fell asleep during my 
second helping of spaghetti that night, 
but I couldn’t have been prouder of 
myself.

On Day 4 I woke up predictably jelly-
legged.  Some of the more experienced 
members of the team were sharing their 
winter skills today.  I learned how to 

out in search of a Hammam (a bath 
house) (we’d been without showers 
in the Refuge for four days).  It was 
an interesting experience; thankfully 
men and women are segregated in 
the Hammam!  That night we walked 
through the cloud of smoke that is 
the food stalls of Jemaa el Fna.  We 
gorged ourselves on the local cuisine 
before heading to the pub for a drink.  
In the morning we ate breakfast on 
the roof of our Riad before venturing 
out into the Souks (Markets) to polish 
our haggling skills.

On Monday morning we rose early 
for our return journey.  I had learned 
new skills, made new friends, reached 
new heights and challenged my limits.  
The Expedition was over. 



Travel Insurance

Dear Scouter,  
 
I’m happy to announce that we have agreed a travel insurance deal with 
the Scouting Ireland insurance brokers for members of Scouting Ireland 
travelling abroad on Scout Camp or other Scouting matters.
 
The deal, which is summarised below, offers a reduced price for Scout 
Groups that are required to purchase Travel insurance for an activity abroad.  
 
In order to avail of the offer, simply complete the new section  - ‘Part C’ of 
SIF 26/11 –Scouting Ireland Overnight and International Approval Form and 
return it to National Office with a cheque made payable to Scouting Ireland 
for the required amount.  National Office will then confirm receipt by email 
and your level of Travel Insurance Cover and issue you with your Group 
travel insurance policy.
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 The Scouting Ireland travel insurance summary of cover document is 
included in ‘Part C’ of SIF 26/11.
 
Should you have any questions on the above please do not hesitate to 
contact National Office.
 
Trusting you will find this new service of benefit
 
Yours in Scouting 
 
 
Seán Farrell
National Secretary 

https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/SID_26_04_European_Seminars_-_Delegate_Selection_Process.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/SID_26_04_European_Seminars_-_Delegate_Selection_Process.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/uploads/files/Official%20Documents/Official%20Documents/SID_26_04_European_Seminars_-_Delegate_Selection_Process.pdf


Scout County Launches 

Campsite Facilities

Five hundred young Scouts and Leaders from the Lakelands Scout County 

braved foul weather to officially open the new Building at Portlick Scout 

Campsite in Glasson.

The Lakelands Scout County took the opportunity to have whole section 

Camp as part of the official opening of the new development of facilities 

at the County Campsite at Portlick last weekend. The new Building was 

opened by the Chief Scout Michael J Shinnock on Saturday morning in 

the presence of dignatories that 
included former TD, Minister and 
Senator, Mary O’Rourke, and the 
Mayor of Athlone, Mr Jim Henson, 
Bernie Leavey  from Leader and 
Councilor Mark Cooney.  The Chief 
Scout was presented with a painting 
of himself by local artist Paul Quast, 
and the County Commissioner, 
Christine O’Keefe  on behalf of the 
County  presented the Campsite 
a Flag designed by Group Leader, 
Phillip Gillen. Five hundred Beavers, 
Cubs, Scouts and Venture Scouts 
and their Leaders were down for 
the occasion and despite the wild 
wet and windy weather, smiles and 
enjoyment were the order of the 

day. The weekend included lots of 
camping, cooking, water activities 
and land events, to keep the young 
and old engaged for the duration of 
the Camp.

Portlick Scout Campsite is part 
of the Lakelands Scout County 
and linked to the National Scout 
Campsite Network. It is managed 
by John Butler and a team of hard 
working specialists in the field of 
activities, event management and 
Campsite Services. Huge work has 
been achieved in the last 10 years 
bringing the Campsite to the place 
it holds today as one of the best 
Scout Campsites in the Country for 
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The Lakelands Scout County 
include Scout Groups from as wide 
an area as Athlone, Mullingar, 
Ballymahon, Miltownpass, 
Kilbeggan, Killucan,  Lecarrow, 
Moore, Delvin and Castlepollard, 
and most of them operate the four 
programmes of Beaver Scouts, 
Cub Scouts, Scouts and Venture 
Scouts. All the programmes are age 
appropriate and all were in evidence 
at the Campsite last weekend. 
Christine O’Keefe is the County 
Commissioner for the Lakelands 
County and she put a team of Adult 
Leaders together to plan the event 

Scouting activities. The new 21m 
x 7m fully heated Building was 
only part of the story with new 
Kitchen in use and developed 
obstacle course in evidence for 
the first time, the facilities are 
now first rate and with all year 
round event capability. Many 
Former Scouts, their Parents and 
Leaders turned up in the morning 
to be part of the event and 
reported they were delighted with 
the work going on and renewed 
friendships with Scouts and 
Leaders down for the weekend.
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with the Campsite Committee and 
the result was an outstanding Camp 
despite the bad weather. ‘There is 
nothing bad about bad weather that 
a waterproof jacket won’t solve’ she 
is reported to have said. Christine 
thanked the Campsite Management 
Team and all the Leaders for their 
hard work over the weekend, 
making it a camp to remember.



90 Years Living the Dream at KISC! 

Dear IC Mr. Christy McCann from Ireland

It gives me great pleasure to write to you announcing the Jubilee Activities 

in 2013 for Kandersteg International Scout Centre (KISC).

Not many places have gained a more prominent name over nine decades 

in the worldwide Scouting movement as KISC. In one of the Swiss Bernese 

Oberland’s beautiful valleys, more than 10,000 scouts from all continents 

experience BP’s dream of a Permanent Mini Jamboree each year, fostering 

international friendship and mutual understanding, peace and tolerance 

support, we have and will come 
a step closer to this goal. We are 
proud to count you as a supporter, 
as a guest supporting in spirit, or as 
a donor supporting financially. All 
are conditional to KISC’s existence 
and success.

2013 is a Jubilee year. On May 
21st 1923, the doors of the 
Centre opened for the first time 
to welcome scouts from all over 
the world. We are celebrating the 
KISC Jubilee with several activities 
through the year to which you are 
cordially invited.  Two activities are 
highlighted for you:

across borders. Our adventurous, 
exciting and educational activities 
teach our young visitors an 
understanding of the environment, 
giving them the opportunity to learn 
about other cultures, and contribute 
to their personal development. 
KISC is grateful for the support it 
continues to receive from many 
NSOs, WOSM, MSdS, individuals, 
groups, foundations, companies and 
organisations. The KISC Committee 
is determined to ensure that the 
Centre will evolve to continue 
playing its important role for the 
development of youth and with your 

•        Jubilee Weekend: 24. 
– 26. May: A weekend full of 
Jubilee Program activities, 
official celebration and (renewed) 
acquaintance with KISC. Meet old 
friends and make new ones. Mark 
the day, come along to join in. A 
special package for this weekend 
is available for 90.00CHF, which 
includes board and lodging for the 
weekend.

•        Scouting Sunrise: August 
1st: Coinciding with Switzerland’s 
National Day, KISC guests, staff and 
many more will witness sunrise and 
together renew their Scout Promise 
at Lake Oeschinensee on this very 
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special occasion, building on the 
success of KISC’s participation in 
Scouting Sunrise in 2007 on the 
occasion of the Centenary year.  
Ready to commit?  Join us.
Detailed information is available 
on- line at www.kisc.ch/events and 
of course per personal email to: 
myriam.heidelberger@kisc.ch
Looking forward to welcoming you 
personally at KISC, your World 
Scout Centre.
 
Yours in Scouting,
Myriam Heidelberger Kaufmann 
(CH)
General Director at KISC

http://www.kisc.ch/events
mailto:myriam.heidelberger@kisc.ch


Appointment of Training Revew Project 

Manager

Therese Bermingham - Chief Commissioner (Adult Resources) and Mary 

Fricker - Training Commissioner are pleased to announce the recent 

appointment by the National Management Committee (NMC) of Chris 

Kearns as Project Manager to lead a comprehensive review and renewal of 

the adult training for Scouting Ireland. Chris has been involved in training 

adults in Scouting in Ireland for over 12 years now and is a Group Leader 

in Dublin.

as the date for it to have produced 
a revised training scheme. The 
Training Commissioner will support 
the Project Manager during the 
review period and may also adjust / 
improve the current training scheme 
based on participant feedback and/
or changing needs.

The first stage in the review is a 
period of consultation with the 
membership. Comments and 
observations relating to adult 
training during each Provincial 
Strategy 2020 workshops have been 
collated to act as a baseline for the 

The Aim of the review is to: 
“undertake a review of Scouter 
Training using the Adults in 
Scouting World Policy as 
reference, with the underlining 
principles of providing adult 
leadership training that is 
flexible and accessible, which 
acknowledges previous skills 
and focuses on the actual role 
specific to each Scouter” (Ref: 
General Motion 13, National 
Council 2012) .

The review will entail a lot of 
work with the end of 2015 set 

consultation. The National Youth Fora (January 2013) and the participants 
at the Youth Programme/Adult Resources Forum (February 2013) have 
contributed to the consultation process so far. It is anticipated that further 
opportunities for consultation at Provincial level and online will be provided 
for in the coming weeks with an update on the progress of the Review 
available for National Council 2013.
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Scouting Ireland Training Survey

The Training Review 
Steering Group, have put 
together a survey about 
Training in Scouting Ireland 
and would be very interested 
in getting your feed back.

Get involved in the SI 
Training Review and 
complete our ‘online survey’ 
today, because your opinion 
counts. 

To complete the survey click 
on the link below

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/XS7RB8D


UN Global Road Safety Week 2013: 

Scouting for Global Road Safety
UN Global Road Safety 
Week 2013

About 1.24 million people die each year on the world’s roads, with young 

adults aged between 15 and 44 years accounting for 59% of global road 

traffic deaths. These bitter facts are recorded in the most recent United 

Nations Global Status Report on Road Safety and were reason enough for 

the Member States of the UN to adopt a resolution on “Improving Global 

Road Safety” at its 66th General Assembly in 2012.

ago, he realised how close this 
problem was to everybody: “In fact, 
road deaths constitute the biggest 
killer of young people worldwide. 
But unless your family or your close 
friends are hit, it remains a silent 
and unrecognised killer.”
John also realised that Scouting 
could play an important role in 
helping to raise awareness, and 
indeed several NSOs are already 
active in this field, by offering, for 
example, road traffic merit badges 
within their youth programme.
“At the World Scout Jamboree 2011 
in Sweden, Scouting Ireland and the 
Scout Association of Greece joined 
hands with other organisations 
and organised a special workshop 

In this resolution, the UN Member 
States noted the global public health 
and development burden resulting 
from road traffic accidents and 
recognized initiatives by Member 
States and civil society in their 
continued commitment to develop 
and run road safety awareness 
campaigns.

Speaking at the recent 5th European 
Scout Symposium in Dublin, Ireland, 
John Lawlor, CEO of Scouting 
Ireland, underlined the challenge 
linked to this problem. When a 
family member of a close friend died 
after a road accident a few years 

on Road Safety”, explains John, 
”and this has duly been noticed 
by the UN. For the first time, a 
General Assembly resolution makes 
specific reference to Scouting and 
recommends seeking expertise 
that our Movement, and its young 
members in particular, can provide 
to develop and put in place local and 
national initiatives to help save lives 
of children and young people.”
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As part of a range of global events 
marking the second United Nations 
Global Road Safety Week, from 6 
to 12 May 2013, Scouting Ireland 
and the World Organization of 
the Scout Movement (WOSM) 
will be co-hosting with the United 
Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UN ECE) a special one-
day workshop entitled “Scouting for 
Global Road Safety”.



information links below and make 
sure that two Rover Scouts are 
registered to attend the workshop in 
Geneva.

Contact for interested Rover 
Scouts (including event invitation, 
programme and registration form):
- Mr. Karol Quinn, Programme 
Development Officer, Scouting 
Ireland  kquinn@scouts.ie

- Programme of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe 

Two Rover Scouts from each NSOs 
in the European Region of WOSM 
are invited to attend this workshop 
at the Palais des Nations in Geneva 
on 6 May 2013. They will be part of 
an interactive session with leading 
scientists and policy makers. At the 
end of the day, they re expected 
to present their vision and plans 
to modernise pedestrian related 
aspects of the 1968 UN Convention 
on Road Safety.

“We also hope that the event will 
trigger off some follow up activities”, 
adds John. “We expect the 
participating Rover Scouts to further 
develop and implement their agreed 
plan through on-line coaching and 
group work. The ultimate aim is 
to invite a selected group of these 
Rover Scouts to return to Geneva 
in September 2013 to present the 
young peoples’ findings to the adult 
policy makers gathered in the UN 
ECE’s Working Party on Road 
Traffic Safety”.

So, if your NSO is currently 
involved in road safety activities or 
is planning to get more involved in 
this important field, then check the 

Workshop on “Scouting for Global 
Road Safety”, Palais des Nations, 
Geneva, 6 May 2013 on the Internet
For more detailed information:

- Scouting Ireland’s Road Rovers  
  Initiative
- The World Health Organisation  
   and the UN Global Road Safety    
   Week 2013 on the Internet
- The WHO Global Status Report on   
   Road Safety 2013 on the Internet
- United Nation General Assembly  
  Resolution on Improving Global  
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  Road Safety (A/Res/66/260)
- The Vienna Convention on Road  
  Traffic (November 1968) on the  
  Internet
- The UN Youth Declaration on Road 
Safety (adopted by the UN World 
Youth Assembly for Road Safety in 
2007) on the Internet
- The United Nations and Road 
Safety on the Internet
- The United Nations Road Safety 
Collaboration on the Internet

http://www.unece.org.unecedev.colo.iway.ch/trans/roadsafe/2nd_grs_week/scouting_for_global_road_safety.html
http://oneprogramme.scouts.ie/roadsafety/index.html
http://oneprogramme.scouts.ie/roadsafety/index.html
http://www.who.int/roadsafety/week/2013/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/road_safety_status/2013/en/index.html
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=%20A/RES/66/260
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/crt1968e.pdf
http://www.who.int/roadsafety/week/activities/global/youth/youth-declaration-lowres_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/roadsafety/documents.shtml
http://www.who.int/roadsafety/en/


 The Cub Scout 
Leadership Pack – Click 
link
 
This pack is designed to assist 
Scouters in facilitating a youth 
leadership and awareness workshop 
to assist young people find their 
power and voice so they can fully 
step into the role of leadership 
and inhabit that role for a lifetime. 
Leadership is about becoming 
aware of influence and consciously 
deciding how and when to use 
influencing skills.

Please find an update on upcoming events for Cub Scouts and resources 

that are available on the Scouting Ireland Website.

 
 
Upcoming events

 
•        

 The Cub Scout Overnight Expedition – click          
      for information

 
•        

 The Elements Challenge – click          
       fo

r information
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Cub Scout  News

A leadership and awareness 
program can help young people 
expand their leadership beyond 
their personal sphere to benefit 
their community and the world. Cub 
Scouts can begin to see themselves 
as holding their community and 
world in trust and find their place in 
serving the common good.
Sixers and Seconders, by their very 
nature, have automatic leadership 
opportunities i.e. they are given the 
opportunity to guide their Six.

 By becoming a member of a Cub 
Pack the Cub Scout develops 
/ enhances a realisation that 
their participation and interaction 
with each other brings certain 
responsibilities. By working in small 
groups (Six) each Cub Scout should 
be given the opportunity to lead and 
take responsibility.
“I am not only going to be a leader 
but I am a leader now because I am 
influencing people every day.”
 
The National Sunrise 
Hike – Click link
 

This pack is designed to encourage 
and recognize Groups who continue 
to hold Annual Sunrise Hikes 
and to introduce the initiative to 
those Groups who would like to 
introduce the Sunrise Hike into 
their programme. It has practical 
information and programme ideas 
as a support. We ask that your Cub 
Scouts forward a short paragraph 
with details of your Sunrise Hike 
and photos if possible as part of 
the application for the Sunrise Hike 
Badge.
 

https://my.scouts.ie/calendar/national_events/
https://my.scouts.ie/calendar/national_events/
https://my.scouts.ie/includes/download/uploads/files/Scouter%20Resouces/Additional%20Programme%20Resources/Cub%20Scout%20Leadership%20Day%20doc%20optomised.pdf
https://my.scouts.ie/includes/download/uploads/files/Scouter%20Resouces/Additional%20Programme%20Resources/National%20Sunrise%20Hike%20Resource%20Pack.pdf


Bayside Scouts take to the Hills

Below a few photos of the 132nd Bayside Eagle Troop’s Snow hike in 

April!!!!!!!
 The troop spent the weekend of the 5-7th of April in Glendalough 

and as part of their Hillwalking and Backwoods Adventure skills awards 

climbed the Spinc, Lugduff and Mullacor mountains lead by David 

Reynolds, a P/L and Emily Hanrahan and Megan Hearty, A/P/Ls. They 

completed this task in the allotted time as outlined in their route cards 

and have achieved Stage 4 in Hillwalking. The remainder of the troop are 

now all Stage 3’s and are working on the other stages before we head off 

on annual camp to Northern Ireland. Also three of our Venturer Scouts 

completed their Stage 5 award on the same weekend
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Raheny Go to Awesome Walls

As part of our first review of the One Programme the Scouts and Ventures 

decided that they wanted to have one meeting a month outside of the den. 

In April it was decided that we would head to Awesome walls in Finglas do 

to some indoor climbing. Over 30 Scouts and Ventures took part, some 

leaders joined in too. The staff took great care of everyone and we had 

some surprisingly good climbers. One of the Ventures works as staff and 

put our Ventures through their paces on the big walls. The Scouts started 

on the intermediate walls and then progressed to the big walls. Just before 

the end of the session everyone 
looked on as Martin and Eric 
both climbed the competition wall 
know as “The Overhang” a truly 
gravity defying route.
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Willington Cub Scouts win 
National Cub Scout Challenge

Festival of Fish

Some photos of the 103rd Willington Cub Scouts who won the Recent 
National Cub Scout challenge in Maynooth.

5th Wicklow (Bray) Cub Scouts took part in the recent ‘Festival of Fish’ 
held on the Promenade in Bray. The event was hosted by OCEAN2012, 
BirdWatch Ireland, Bray SEALIFE, An Taisce, Coastwatch, The Irish Wildlife 
Trust and Green Divers. The message for the event was the engagement 
and education of the younger generation in the protection of fish stocks.  
The festival included a large array of activities including a guided bird walk, 
an outside touch pool, a beach clean, a fish parade and a scuba diving 
demonstration. It was a great opportunity for kids to get involved in this 
conservation project.
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New Scout Den Starts for Cahir Scouts

The 7th Tipperary Scout Group are delighted to be finally turning the sod 

on their new Scouts Den.

The sod turning ceremony was held on Monday 15th April 2013 at the site 

of the New Scouts Den at the Lacka, Cahir. & preformed by two of the 

youngest members Beaver Scouts Kate McKenna & Ryan St John.  Also 

in attendance were members of South Tipperary Development Company 

Michael Begley.  Public representatives Tom Hayes T.D. & Mattie McGrath 

T.D.   South Tipperary County Council Cllr John Crosse & Cllr Seanie 

Lonergan, Cois tSiuire County Commissioner Michael Dempsey, Group 

contribution from South Tipperary 
Development Company of €198,500 
and South Tipperary County 
Council under the Local Authority 
Community Facilities Scheme of 
€40,000 along with monies already 
raised by the 7th Tipperary Scout 
Group over the past 12 years gives 
us a good start on our new home. 
However the scouts still have a 
shortfall of €250,000 which they are 
in the process of raising and will 
need the help & support of the local 
business’ and townspeople.
The Scouts are very excited about 
the new Den which will consist of 
a large main hall, kitchen, training 

leader Jonathan Mcloughlin 
& Group Chairperson Pat 
O’Donnell with leaders, youth 
members & committee members 
of the 7th Tipp Scout Group.
The Scout Group have waited 12 
years for this day,  when finally 
the construction of their new 
Den will commence this week 
as Joe Mulcahy Construction 
will arrive on site, the build is 
expected to be completed before 
the year end.  The project will be 
completed in phases. The total 
cost of the build is €606,000. 
Thanks to the generous 

66

Province News

room, two meeting rooms, store 
room; the building will be multimedia 
ready to accommodate meetings & 
training. In keeping with scouting 
activities the committee & leaders 
are planning to construct an indoor 
climbing wall that will rival the best 
of them.    

Scouting in Cahir is eighty one 
years old this year which makes 
it one of the longest surviving 
organisations in Cahir. The Scout 
Group was established in 1932 
and today they have over 200 
members from the young to the 

not so young.  The new Scouts 
Den will provide the members with 
adequate facilities to organise and 
run weekly meetings, be able to 
assist local clubs and groups who 
may require accommodation, attract 
other scouting groups to spend 
weekends in Cahir enjoying our 
local amenities.  

For more information and to pledge 
support please contact the Group 
Leader Jonathan Mcloughlin on 
087 2913098 or Chairperson Pat 
O’Donnell on 086 0777166. 



7th Westmeath Castlepollard

Scout Group

Cubs and leaders of 7th Westmeath braved the elements (all of the 

elements) on their 2 hikes for their stage 1 Hillwalking badge over the 

last few weeks.  We were a bit fated with the weather when one of 

our Scouters said we would be going on the hikes “even it there was 

rain, hail or snow”.  We got all three and for good measure the gales 

and the sunshine joined us.  

Despite the inclement climate we map read our way around nearly 5 
kilometres of Mullaghmeen Forest in Co Westmeath and proudly stood 
on (and nearly blew off) the highest point in the county for our first hike 
and then explored the historic hills of Fore as we scaled the Ben of 
Fore and conquered the seconded highest point in the county.  Well 
done to all!
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Blog by Jonnie Doyle

 from National Council 2013

One of the best National Councils I’ve been to since my first one in March 2009 

at Newcastle, Co. Down, Northern Ireland.

Friday evening was to meet up with all members of Scouting Ireland in the main 

hotel. The Scout Shop showed the new gear for Scouting!

Saturday 20th April, day 1 of 2 of National Council started; opened by members 

of Western Province with the Scout Prayer then Chief Scout Michael J. 

Shinnick & John T. Murphy of Gaisce (the President’s Award)

Between 10am and 4pm the Polls were 
open.Before Lunch, Youth Reps from 
Scouts, Ventures & Rovers got their seal 
of office (Youth Reps Neckerchief). 
Well Done to all and wishing all Good 
Luck for the next year as a Rep for 
Youths of SI.

The order of Cú Chulainn awards before 
Lunch: Well Done to all of receiving the 
Order of Cú Chulainn for 2013. 

Gala Dinner words can’t make this 
night but great meal & entertainment. 
Christy McCann vs. Tony Smith in the 
1st Annual Air Guitar Championship of 
Scouting Ireland and Tony Smith won it!  

Never had so much fun at a Gala Dinner 
like this in my times going to National 
Council since 2009.

On Sunday 21st April; day 2 of 2 of 
National Council started; opened with 
the Scout Prayer then by Senator Jillian 
van Turnhout, former Girl Guide.

Motions & General Motions brought up 
by NMC, Youth Reps, Group Councils & 
County Councils. 

There was a Presentation from Stephen 
Carey, 94th Dublin Walkinstown Scout 

SI report for 2012 was passed.  National accounts were read and done within 
40mins with some questions answered. 

Why can’t National Accounts be like that every year at NC?

E-voting was done during the morning as a game from the younger members 
of the NMC as part of VISION 2020. 

First Vote was done for Honorary Vice Presidents.Also People voted for 
the following: Chief Commissioner (Adult Resources), Chief Commissioner 
(Youth Programme),  National Treasurer, Ordinary Member of the National 
Management Committee,  Provincial Commissioner (Dublin Scout Province), 
Provincial Commissioner (South East Province), Provincial Commissioner 
(Western Province) and Director of the Scout Foundation by ballot box. 

Group (World Jam Leader for the Irish 
crew) on the World Jam 2015 in Japan 
from end of July 2015 to August 2015. 
Costing €3,500 per member that wants 
to go on this but including 3 weeks in 
Japan (before & after World Jam 2015)

The Southern Province were given the 
Scouting Light for National Council 
2014.

This light is passed onto Province to 
Province for hosting National Council.

Results were read out on Sunday 
afternoon by 
Séan Farrell (National Secretary) see 
eleswhere

The elected NMC team were given 
their neckerchiefs by Chief Scout 
Michael J. Shinnick.

Chief Scout Michael J. Shinnick 
ended National Council 2013 with a 
short speech and said where the next 
National Council will be held: 

National Council 2014 will be held 
in the Southern Province in the 
Sliversprings Hotel, Cork City from 
Friday 28th March to Sunday 30th 
March 2014.
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Brackenstown Scouts Work with 

Civil Defence

A major Civil Defence exercise day took place recently in the Swords 

Esturay North County Dublin. Rover Scouts and Venture Scouts from 

Brackenstown Scouts took part in the exercise.  This was a great 

experience for the members and we were delighted to be invited to take 

part.

164th Brackenstown Scout Group keeping it real
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5th Carlow - Baldonnell

On the 2nd April 5th Carlow town beavers were invited up by the army air 

corps division for a tour of Baldonnell airfield. Over 45 beavers from the 

age 6-9 set off  from Carlow for Baldonnell.  On arrival at the airbase we 

were met by 2 army personell who greeted the group and went through the 

rules.

The first stop on the tour was outside stores area where they showed the 

beavers some of the weapons they use in the Irish army.  The beavers face 

it up when they came out with a selection of de commisioned guns. These 

included a handgun, riffle, machine guns and then the beavers were alloud 

hold them and shoot them. We were over 1/2 hour at this stage as we had 

The next stop was over the other 
side of the airfield where we were 
brought to the new hanger.  Inside 
the hanger was the 2 government 
jets.  The group was broken 
down into smaller groups and 
then brought up into the big main 
government jets a tour given by one 
of the officers.  Inside they were 
shown where the president sits and 
then where all his assistants sit.  
They saw the cockpit and the small 
kitchen where the food is prepared 
and the storage area at the back of 
the plane.  It was very important that 
both section leaders got their photo 
taken sitting in the seat where the 
most powerfull men in Ireland sit. 
The smaller jet was getting prepared 
for a flight so we were alloud on but 
we were shown how quickly they 
can change the plane into a air 
ambulance with all the equipment 
required my a medical team.  
Unfortunately the training planes 
were out on excerises so we didnt 
get to see them.

We were then moved over to 
another hanger where we were 
shown where the helicopters were 
kept.  In here we saw a team 
working on stripping a helicopter 

to make sure that all beavers had a 
go with the guns. We got some lovely 
photos but obvisually they can’t be 
published but they will be put up on 
our notice board in our den.

The second stop on the tour was a 
visit to the inhouse museum.  In this 
building they got to see some very 
old planes, old uniforms and parts of 
the insides of planes.  They were all 
suprised how small of an area that 
pilots had to work in.  The leaders 
enjoyed reading up on the history of 
the iteams in the museum and then 
passing on the information.
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mechanics.  Normally they let us on the helicopter but again all of them were 
out on excerises.  We were brought outside and shown 2 helicopters outside 
practising some landing monevers.  As we were watching this we witnesed 
the arrival and landing of the police helicopter.  On board was one of the 
beavers parents dad who was working as the police watcher.  For security 
reasons we were not let over to see the police helicopter.  This brought the 
tour to an end with all the beavers on a high after seeing all this equipment 
in use.  This trip to Baldonell will see the beavers receive their level 1 air 
badge.  For this they learned about aircrafts and safety around airfields, 
built paper airplanes, found out about animals that fly and of course visited 
a airport.  If they like they can carry on ths interest and do stage 2 which is 
more advanced than level 1.

5th Carlow town beavers has 2 very active beavers sections with over 50 
beavers in total but we have a shortage of adult volunteer leaders.  If you 
have a interest in joining us as a leader or know somebody that might be 
then leave a message on this number 086 2725943.  No expereince is 
needed as their is a full training courses available for us to send you on.  
We have a very big waiting list for beavers in Sep and we might be able to 
accomadate everybody if we get some more extra leaders.
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Full Complement of 
Sections turn out for 
Lee Valley Weekend
Lee Valley County had a great 
turnout last weekend for the first of 
three county competition weekends.  
While the Scout Sections camped 
for the whole weekend, the Beaver 
Scout Sections (6, 7, 8 year olds) 
were there for the day on Saturday.  
The Macaoimh/Cub Scouts (9, 
10, 11 year olds) were there on 
Saturday and camped overnight as 
well.  The theme of the weekend 
was the 999th anniversary of the 
Battle of Clontarf and I must say 
they all entered into the spirit of it.  
The help them all get into the right 
frame of mind and spirit the ‘Bran 
Dubh’ re-enactment group were 
there all donned in the costume of 
the period.  In small groups they 
were shown how to form battle lines 
and charge with the staves.  This 
they really loved and all you could 
hear were shouts of ‘Charge’ and 
they sure did charge with all the 
might.  It was great fun to watch 
with an inner feeling of the adults 
watching saying ‘I wish I was 
younger again’

The Scout Troops were taking 
part in a full campcraft competition 
from the Friday night to Sunday 
afternoon.  There were 13 patrols 
taking part with some development 
patrols who were allowed to have a 
mentor on site, to guide them but to 
do the work for them.  There were 
five different inspections of the sites 
over the weekend with the markers 
looking at different aspects of the 
site each time.  Cooking this year 
was different with the test meal 
being the Breakfast on Sunday 
morning.  Patrols had a choice of 
doing 3 different breakfasts, a full 
fry up, porridge and boiled eggs 
or pancakes and scrambled eggs.  
They were of course marked on 
how it was being prepared, table lay 
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The special event for the scout 
sections was a ‘Scout Factor’ based 
on the well known TV series X 
Factor.  It was very encouraging to 
see every patrol taking part, and 
as in the X factor the sketches and 
items varied.  This year there was 
not a panel of judges and instead 
each patrol had two votes.

Presentations:
Beaver Scout Scavenger Hunt was 
won by the 109th Cork (Ballinora) 
while the Spirit Award went to the 
4th Cork (Ss. Peter & Paul’s).
Macaoimh Urban Challenge award 
went to the 45th Cork (Blarney) and 
the Spirit of the Macaoimh to the 
28th Cork (Macroom)

In the Scout Section the 4th Cork 
(Ss. Peter & Paul’s) came away 
with winning the Overall Cup for Lee 
Valley County along with winning the 
Log Book, Cooking and Campcraft 
trophies.  In second place were the 
49th Cork (Ballincollig) who also 
won the adventure skills bases 
along with the Urban Challenge. 

The Best of the development patrols 
was the 43rd Cork (Bishopstown) 
while the 37th Cork (Togher) won 
the Scout Factor.

out along with the breakfast being 
served.  The wash up and clean up 
was also important.

On Saturday afternoon the scouts 
had 12 bases around the campsite 
to complete in four hours.  Here 
Steven Cull now based in Dublin 
had organised these and briefed 
all the markers in a briefing 
beforehand.  Most of these were 
drawn from the leader corps, the 
Venture and Rover Groups.  At the 
same time the Macaoimh had a full 
list of competitive sport events.
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Countdown to Castle Run at Castle 

Saunderson, 26th May

With just a few weeks until the Castle Run, it’s time to register!

 
2nd Cavan Scouts and Annalee Athletics are co-hosting the inaugural 

Castle Run at the new Castle Saunderson International Scout Centre, Co. 

Cavan, on Sunday 26th May. It’s a chip timed 5km run or walk around the 

Castle Saunderson Estate, on the Cavan-Monaghan-Fermanagh border.

 
It is open to Scouts and non-Scouts of all ages and abilities – you can run, 

jog or walk at your own pace and families and friends are welcome.

t-shirts for runners and Castle Run 
badges for walkers. There are great 
prizes on the day for both individuals 
and teams, plus special prizes for 
those participating in the sponsored 
walk.
 
Registration packs, containing 
Group registration forms, 
sponsorship forms, posters and pre-
filled Special Interest Badge forms 
are still available, but registration is 
filling up quickly. Please contact Jim 
Kelly - jim@2ndcavanscouts.com - if 
you would like to receive one.
 
On the sponsor forms, there are 20 
lines, with €2 per line for walkers 
and €5 per line suggested for 
runners. It’s a great fundraising 
opportunity as, once the entry fee is 
covered, any money you raise goes 
directly to your group.

Fundraising Opportunity for your 
Group

On the day, we’ll will be running 
some fairground-type stalls at the 
Castle Run and we are looking for 
Scout groups come up with original 

 Activities kick off at 10.30am 
with the main race at 12 noon. 
Before and after the run, there 
will be a family fun day, with 
OAI providing archery, mountain 
biking and paintball activities; 
tree and crate climbing; junior 
races; bouncy castles and face 
painting for the younger children 
and fairground games and stalls.
 
The entry fee is €13 for 
individuals or €10 per person for 
teams and groups of four and 
over. All entrants will receive a 
free goody bag, with souvenir 
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ideas and run a stall for themselves. 
There’s no charge and any money 
you raise goes to your group. The 
activity itself could be run as a SiB. 
The stall can be either of a game 
type or selling a product - the only 
stipulations are that a] you can’t do 
the same thing as another group 
and b] you can’t sell hot food.
 
You should expect to have to cater 
for between 500 – 750 participants 
and spectators.
 
To date, we have: football targets; 
home-made lemonade stall; 
bracelets and woggles; hoopla; 
cakes; badges.
 
If selling something, cost should 
be kept to a minimum and if you 
operate a game, small low-cost 
prizes (eg a bag of sweets) should 
be made available. A token system 
will be in operation, with 1 token = 
50c / 12 tokens €5, so Scouts will 
not need to handle money – the 
token organiser will issue receipts 
and you cash up at the end.
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If you are interested, please email the address above with a brief description 
of the stall you intend to run (have an alternative ready just in case!).
 
See www.2ndcavanscouts.com/5k or www.facebook.com/CastleRun2013 for 
more information and online registration.
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Cois Laoi Scouts Test their 

Skills on Spike Island

On last weekend 107 Scouts supported by 19 Scouters headed to Spike 

Island in Cork Harbour for the Cois Laoi Chorcai Expedition Hike. The 

14 patrols assembled in the 4th Cork (Cobh Sea Scout) hall for check in, 

gear check and a water activities base. On completion of the water base 

they hiked to Kennedy Pier in Cobh where they embarked on a number of 

vessels to take them to Spike.

The weather was fantastic and the harbour waters were very calm which 

made the Crossing very pleasant. On arrival on Spike, the patrols hiked up 

to Fort Mitchell

for the night and got on to preparing and cooking dinner. All the meals 
were tested and marked as part of the event and the patrols tents were 
also marked. As darkness fell over the island the scouts were given a tour 
of the old fort and watched a video of the history of spike, after a Patrol 
Leader’s meeting lights out was called at 23.30 hrs.

The scouts woke bright and early at 07.00 to a breezy Spike Island. The 
mornings programme consisted of a camp oven base where the patrols 
had to make a camp oven and bake scones. While this was going on 
another tent inspection was held. At 10.30 the first boat arrived to collect 
the scouts. After log books were handed in and a final clean up was 
done, all 107 scouts departed the fort for the waiting boats. All Scouts and 
leaders were back in Cobh for 13.30 after an action packed 24 hours.

The event could not have been ran without the help and support of Mr Tom 
O Neill, manager of Spike Island and the owners Cork Co Council. Gavin 
Coakley programme co-ordinator for the event said he would also like to 
thank and compliment so many scouts for attending and making the event 
a success and the Scout Leaders who manned bases and did great work 
behind the scenes. With the expedition complete we now look forward to 
the Campcraft Competition in May which is being held in Kilcully.

where they were met by the 
Manager Mr Tom O Neill. Tom gave 
all the scouts a quick safety brief 
and then there was a flag raising 
ceremony where two of the patrol 
leaders raised the national flag. 
After the appropriate scouting 
compliments were paid to the flag 
the patrols proceeded to complete 6 
bases located around the island. All 
were based on the scout adventure 
skills.
As soon as each patrol had 
completed their bases they moved 
into the fort and pitched their tents 
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Saint Pauls - 240 Years Service

At a recent dinner attended 
by Chief Scout Michael John 
Shinnick, leaders received 
service awards totally 240 years 
service. We had 6 * 30yr Service 
Awards and numerous others 
to present. For a group that 
celebrates 40 years this year 
that is some going. Chief Scout 
commented on the dedicated 
service that has St. Pauls going 
from strength to strength. To 
back all this up we reopened our 
3rd Cub Pack on Wed 10th April, 
bringing the number of sections 
to 9 and youth membership 
close to 200. Well done to 
everyone involved.
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Name Service 
Award

Frankie Walsh 10yrs
Alison Parle 30yrs
Ann Sinnott 30yrs
Breda Collins 30yrs
Breda Murphy 30yrs
Dick Tubbritt 30yrs
Pat O’Connor 30yrs
William O’Connor 5 yrs
David Kenny 5 yrs
David O’Sullivan 5 yrs
Ellen Collins 5 yrs
Emar O’Connor 5 yrs
Georgina Croke 5 yrs
Jessica Collins 5 yrs
Joe Fitzgerald 5 yrs
Maeve Tobin 5 yrs
Sharon O’Callaghan 5 yrs

31st Wexford Ballyhuskard are Cleaning Up!

The 31st Wexford Ballyhuskard Cubs were very busy recently getting involved 
in the An Taisce National Spring Clean 2013.  The Cubs took to roads of the 
village of Glenbrien Monday 22 April in their high viz armed with litter pickers 
and bags and got busy cleaning up their community.  Spirits were high and 
great fun was had by all involved.   Local support was great with passing traffic 
making lots of noise for us.  The Cubs done such a good they even managed 
to get themselves some bickies along the way
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Beaver Hike

I can safely say I have never been so concerned about the weather on 

Mother’s Day ever before. Waking at 4:00 am to the sound of pouring rain. 

The hike kicked off at 9:00 am. Much to everyone’s surprise including our 

own, we were driving at 9:14am. Many thanks for everyone getting down 

on time. It is our plan to always leave on time. This was a county event 

that Douglas organised along with Dave Shalloo the County Beaver Co-

ordinator. We had 190 people on four buses. We had 119 beavers, 35 

leaders, and the remainder were cubs, scouts and venturers.  There were 

800 cocktail sausages, and 400 bottles of water also on board. There 

waterfall. For driving directions if 
you want to try it yourself, it is the 
first left after the main entrance to 
Muckross House.  The car park is at 
the very end of this road approx 1 
mile long.

We left the car park with a stealy 
determination to climb the mountain 
as you can see from this totally 
unposed picture.
 
We headed due south. Again for 
those of you who would like to 
do the walk you walk away from 
Killarney towards Kenmare. You 
cross a bridge and take a left to walk 
onto the old Kenmare Road.  The 
old Kenmare Road is an old coach 
road – in use until 1830.
There was tons of nature all round 
us on this part of the walk. The kids 
crossed a couple of streams and 
saw a lot of frog spawn. No tadpoles 
yet unfortunately but tons of frog 
spawn.
 
Following the Old kenmare Road 
you emerge from the forest (leave 
the lovely shelter) after approx. 
750m. Another 750m sees you 
arrive where the railway sleepered 
path to Torc meets the Old Kenmare 
Road.

were also 50 eggs designed 
to be given out to each set of 
6 beavers with the task to get 
the egg safely up and down the 
mountain. Unfortunately the eggs 
remain in a nameless individual’s 
kitchen as opposed to the 
bus. All egg, omelette recipes 
gratefully appreciated for the 
next two weeks!!

Our first stop was Muckross 
House bus area for a quick toilet 
break then off up the mountain. 
We started the walk from the 
Upper Car Park at the top of Torc 
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Following up this path, you get great 
views of the surrounding country 
side very quickly.  It also has a lot of 
mountain for very little effort. If your 
kids did think they climbed Everest it 
is because it does actually feel fairly 
high as you can tell.
             
 
You can see the line of beavers 
stretching away in the distance.
Lunch was the usual truffles and 
chocolates!!!
 
A couple of minutes after lunch 
it got SLIGHTLY colder, the wind 
picked up and the mist and cloud 
line dropped down on us.  Discretion 
being the better part of valour we 
turned and descended down the 
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Holy Smoke Signals – 
it’s the Beaver Chief 
Scout Camp !!

Unfortunately when you are into 
mountain climbing, part of the climb 
is the anticipation of what you will or 
won’t see at the top. I have climbed 
Mount Brandon about 10 times and 
I have yet to have a clear summit. 
Everyone assures me it is fantastic. 
Maybe on the 11th climb....
Finally for those that did not make 
it back... It is okay, they are in my 
house.
I have 4 hats, ONE sock, two gloves 
(not matching i.e. separate) one pair 
of wellies, one pair of white runners, 
one shoe. Shall we say €1000 for 
the lot!!! Labels on everything next 
time!!!
 
 
Put Torc on your bucket list of things 
to do this summer. Well worth it. 
Look out for the tadpoles from end 
march on.

Same time next year folks!
Many thanks to Rose for the great 
Pictures taken on Mother’s Day!!

Written by, Dara Gowan

mountain again. There is no fear of 
being lost or disorientated on this 
mountain walk as you quite literally 
followed the railways sleepers and 
stone path all the way down the 
mountain. For those of you used 
to mountain climbing the mist is 
the cloud line. Descending brings 
you under it again and back into 
good visibility. We were approx 15 
minutes hike from the top but the 
wind was against us and we turned 
for home. There was a lot of very 
disappointed beavers as we turned 
for home and fair to say there were 
a few who probably thought we 
were actually at the top!! It was 
hard to tell with the mist!
 
Back at base camp, then we were 
treated to some cooked sausages 
by Dave Shalloo the County 
Beaver Coordinator. Well done 
Dave.
 
We were very unlucky with the 
weather yesterday. At the same 
time last year, the mist cleared at 
the top and we saw this amazing 
view.
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On a gloriously sunny weekend 
in April (yes, there was one!!) the 
Scout Campsite in Portlick was 
transformed as 39 Indian Braves 
and their entourages invaded and 
set up camp. The Beaver Colonies 
from 1st Meath Dunboyne, 7th 
Meath Dunshaughlin and 5th 
Wicklow Bray (otherwise known 
as the Apache, Blackfoot and 
Sioux Tribes) were on their Chief 
Scout Award Camp!! Over the past 
number of months, the colonies had 
gotten together and planned the 

event. The camp was christened 
“Meeting of the Tribes” and the 
theme was “Native Americans”. 
Each Colony had to research their 
chosen tribe and share their new-
found knowledge with the group by 
performing a sketch.
In true Indian Spirit of friendship, 
all the Tribes were split up for their 
activities and all the meals were 
eaten together -  it was a great way 
for them to meet some new friends. 
A busy weekend was had by all and 
activities included archery, canoeing, 
crate stacking, ziplining, obstacle 
coursing, rock wall climbing and of 
course, no camp would be complete 
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Galway Scout County Orienteering

The County Orienteering event for cubs and scouts took place in Clarinbridge 
Woods on Sunday 14th April. Congratulations to Callum and Lorcan from 
1st Galway, St. Nicholas who won the scout competition, 12th Galway, 
Claregalway who came first in the cub event and 27th Galway, Carrabane who 
came second in the cub event. Well done to all who took part!

without a campfire. As darkness fell 
over Portlick, chants of “dicky dicky 
dumba” could be heard – and they 
were also to be heard soon after 
the sun rose early over Portlick!!!
Unfortunately, all good things must 
come to an end, and all too soon 
it was time for the Indian Braves 
to strike camp and head back to 
their homelands. Everyone had a 
fantastic weekend and the Tribal 
Elders have vowed to do it all 
again next year when the next 
batch of Braves are ready for their 
C.S.A. Camp!!
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28th Kinvara Cub Scouts presented 

with their Chief Scout Awards 

Five cubs (now scouts) were presented with their Chief Scout Award on 

14th March by the Galway County Commissioner, Chris Roche.

 To achieve their Chief Scout Award they carried out various activities such 

as cycling and orienteering events (physical badge), clean-up of Kinvara for 

the Tidy Towns and a guided sea shore walk. They completed a 20k hike 

in the Burren along with the Shannon Chief Scouts in June. Over the year 

they worked on adventure skills badges such as pioneering, hillwalking, 

camping and backwoods and level 4 for paddling (included water safety 

evenings, paddling expeditions 
in Burren OEC and raft building 
at Tracht Beach). We held a 
survival skills day while on camp 
in Ruan and we also participated 
in Jamoige, and indeed were 
one of the very few groups that 
stayed until the end.
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Renmore Beach Clean Up

Chief Scout Award Full Day Hike

13th Galway (Renmore) cubs and 24th Galway (Knocknacarra) Cub Scouts 
pictured on their recent joint Chief Scout Award 20km full-day hike in the 
Cong & Clonbur woods...8 hours and 23km completed by end of day ! 
Fantastic achievement for a great bunch of Cubs Scouts and some super 
leaders too. Well done to all!
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Ballinrobe Scouts Have Great Camp

3rd Mayo Scouts Ballinrobe had a Camp & skills weekend in Petersburg 

OEC Clonbur Co Mayo on April 27\28th quite a few of the beavers had 

never camped outside so it was a big deal for them however in spite of this 

they carried on earned badges went home tired & Happy 
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29th Limerick embracing the 

Spirit of Giving

29th Limerick Scout Group embraced the spirit of giving at Christmas and 

decided to raise funds for a very worthy local Charity, The Cliona Ring 

Foundation. With careful planning and preparation we sourced ash trees 

which were cut into logs which we decorated and sold in the Christmas 

Market in Bruff. The stall was manned by Leaders, Cubs and Scouts and 

raised €120. (Pictured)

The Scout Group presented a cheque for the funds raised to Terry Ring 

(pictured) and we hope to raise more funds next Christmas and expand our 

sales of the Yule Logs to other markets.
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Lough Keel Campsite Community Celebration Week

Donall O’Scolai has stepped down from the position of Camp Chief after 

42 years. A function was held recently to mark the occasion, which was 

attended by Scouters of Lough Keel Scout County.

Damien O’Sullivan, Campsite Support Officer thanked Donall for his 

service and the huge contribution to the development of the campsite.

Trevor Conroy who was the Assistant Camp Chief is now the Camp Chief. 

Trevor is a worthy successor as he has put tremendous energy into 

improving the facilities on the campsite.

 Trevor can be contacted at  Mobile 086 8360222 Web site: www.

loughkeelcamp.com, E-mail tconroy@trojan.ie So why not Consider Lough 

Keel for your Next Camp!

35th Wexford/Kilmore Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Scouters with members 
of Wexford sub aqua club and volunteers at beach clean-up in Kilmore 
Quay,  in association with Wexford County Council and Community 
Involvement Week.
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Highest Honour for Leader 

Martin Flahive

The Order of Cu Chulainn was presented by Chief Scout Michael John 

Shinnick to Cork Scout Leader Martin Flahive at last weekends National 

Council meeting held in Sligo.  The Cu Chulainn Award is the highest 

honour that can be bestowed on a scout leader by Scouting Ireland in 

recognition of outstanding service and commitment to the association.

Martin Scouting history started as a young scout when he joined the 

29/30th.Cork (Mitchelstown) Unit C.B.S.I.  When the family moved to 

Charleville he was soon recruited to join with the 24th  Cork the local troop. 

“I was told that a scout from 
Mitchelstown had moved into 
the town. “It was to become a 
long association and I can only 
say he was a wonderful scout, 
committed in every way and very 
dependable. “I am really trilled 
for him and wish him many years 
of continued success along his 
scouting trail”

In 1984 he joined the Cloyne 
North Regional team and served 
as Secretary along with being 
appointed Assistant Regional 
Commissioner for Scouts and 
later as Assistant Commissioner 
for Training, Development and 
Ventures. With that commitment 
and service in those capacities 
over the years it was not 
surprising that he went on and 
served for two terms as Regional 
Commissioner.

When Scouting Ireland was 
formed in 2004 he appointed as 
Assistant Programme Coordinator 
for Scouts under Patrick Roche in 
North Cork and again succeeded 
him as County Commissioner for 
four years.

He advanced to adult leadership 
there under Maurice Lapthorne and 
later John Maguire.

Speaking with Maurice Lapthorne, 
who is a member of the Fellowship 
Veteran Group, he said “I am 
absolutely delighted with the news 
of Martin’s award and to hear of his 
achievements. “I have a very vivid 
memory of our first meeting when 
I of knocked on the door of his 
house in Charleville, asking him to 
become a scout there.  “I had been 
asked to restart the Charleville 
troop and was looking for recruits. 
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In recent years was responsible for 
reopening the Mallow Scout Group and it 
has been his pride and joy to see it grow 
to full capacity. Currently Martin enjoys 
working with the Mallow Scout Troop and 
also acts again as Assistant Programme 
coordinator for Scouts in North Cork.

One of his current projects is the Mallow 
Scout Gathering and reunion to be held 
at the Mallow scout hall on May 26th. 
It is hoped to see a lot of former adult 
and youth members coming along to 
the day event.  If you have any history 
of Mallow Scout Group please contact 
the group through their email address  
mallowscoutgathering@gmail.com

mailto: mallowscoutgathering@gmail.com


Phibsboro Scout Show

Rathcormac Scout Group

Phibsboro Scouts and Scouters enjoying Taking part in this years Star 

Scout Show

Congratulations to Herlihy’s Centra 
in Fermoy who were presented 
with Scouting Ireland’s Prestigious 
Community Award today by the 
Rathcormac Scout Group in 
recognition of their outstanding 
support to Scouting, Manager’s 
John O’ Sullivan and Kate O’ Brien 
accepted this prestigious award 
from Group Leader Finbarr Quirke. 
The Rathcormac Scout Group 
would like to thank the customers, 
staff and management of Herlihy’s 
Centra Fermoy for all their generous 
support over the years.
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Piercestown Scout Group takes part in 

Community Celebration Week

Piercestown Scout Group Boys, Leaders, Parents and Parish Council 

members all joined forces and collected over 30 bags of rubbish on 

Saturday last 20 April around the Village of Piercestown during their 

Community Clean up Day.  Well done to everyone who turned up on the 

day.   Thank you to Wexford Co Co and An Taisce who provided

Bags, gloves, pickers and Hi Viz jackets for the occasion.   The boys will 

receive a Special Interest badge ‘Community/Environment’  through the 

Scouting Badge scheme 

In the next couple weeks.   Hopefully this clean up will be a first step in 
keeping our village and surrounding area free of litter in future.   Every little 
helps.
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Cois Suire County Snippets

On Monday 16th of April, 7th Tipperary Cahir Scout Group experienced 

a Historical Event in the Group’s 81 year history with a sod turning event 

performed by Beaver Scouts  Kate McKenna and Ryan St John for the 

Scout Group’s new den. Joining members of the Scout Group at the 

event were local TD’s and Councillors along with County Commissioner 

Michael Dempsey and Michael Begley representative of South Tipperary 

Development Company whom, are part funders of the project along with 

South Tipperary County Council.  The project, with an overall cost in the 

order of €600,000 will be completed in a number of phases, with Phase 

One which will entail the majority of the work, to be undertaken by Mulcahy 

Construction Ltd with handover due at the end of the year.  The building 

Building upon the experiences of 
Dylan Ryan on the Crean Challenge 
earlier this year, Dylan along with 
Brendan Wash, Willie O’ Meara 
and Taylor Bailey , took part in 
the Munster MPC on the Galtees. 
Despite experiencing extreme 
weather conditions the 4 survived 
the challenges of weekend, in what 
was the first time the Group sent a 
team to a MPC. 

Scouts from Scout Troops within the 
County were joined by a number 
of Scouts from the North Tipp 
Scout County, at a training day in 
Clonmel on April 20th, in preparation 
for the County Shield in May. 
Recently appointed Scouts CPC 
Jim Walsh and his team, ensured 
a beneficial day for all, with a mix 
of scouts skills, fun events and 
demonstrations on the day.

Despite the County Beaver hike 
been postponed at short notice 

has been designed by Scouter John 
Cloonan, to meet the needs of the 
Group going into the future and in 
addition to a sizable main hall, the 
accommodation will include, stores, 
training and meeting rooms and a 
kitchen.

Mt Melleray Scout Centre was the 
venue for the 2013 County Cub Scout 
Fun Weekend from April12/13/14. 
Under the guidance of Cub Scout 
CPC’s Sean Duggan and Leo 
Coffey the weekend went off without 
major incident with six of the seven 
cub packs within the county in 
attendance.
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on Saturday 20th April, many of 
the Beaver Scout Sections when 
ahead with hikes themselves, 
with rumours Beaver Scouts in 
Carrick and Fethard are still full 
from the sausages they ate on their 
respective cook outs.

Cub Scouts and Venture Scouts 
from Fethard Scout Group 
experienced abseiling in the 
Ballykeeffe Amphitheatre in Co 
Kilkenny on Sunday 22nd of April, 
under the guidance and instruction 
of the local Civil Defence Unit. 



St. Paul’s - Take the Plunge

6 Scouts and ventures took the Plunge for Special Olympics on the 

Quayside at Tower Hotel to raise funds. Our Members took the Plunge 

twice on a freezing cold day.

Nearly €10K was raised by the Plunge and we are delighted our members 

played their part. Gary Gordon former Member of St Pauls and currently 

Scouter in 1st Kilkenny took plunge on the hour every hour from 10am to 

6pm.

Youth members Ivan Sinnott, 
Ashling Kennedy, Tommy Mc 
Grath, Denise O’ Connor, Kate 
Madigan & Emily Hartley
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73rd Raheny Easter Camp

For the first time in a long time 73rd Raheny Scouts went on Easter camp. 

With the groups rollout of the One Programme well underway it was time 

to put it all into action and we handed over a lot of control to the PL’s. 

First up was the destination. After some discussion it was decided to try 

going to Powerscourt as we had not been there before and many other 

groups in the county would be there. Easy access via bus helped with this 

destination. On Good Friday the PL’s and APL’s arrived 1 hour earlier than 

everyone to buy their food for the weekend, menu’s and budget in hand 

new County Commissioner Rosanne 
who has been going there for years. 
We setup camp and with lots of 
space had sleeping areas and 
stores for each patrol and leaders. 
Everyone stayed in their natural 
patrols for the weekend working 
together to cook, clean and do 
activities.

Friday was spent setting up camp 
and making dinner, a lot of hungry 
Scouts after travelling all day and 
hiking 4km with their backpacks. 
After dinner James did fire skills 
with some Scouts and a campfire 
was easy to get going with ample 
firewood around. 

Saturday morning was spent on 
finishing off the site. We made 
the fire longer so that all patrols 

off they set. The weather was to 
be dry but cold so a gear check 
was performed before we set off. 
Once everyone was down and 
the gear check done all of the 
camping equipment was loaded 
into the leader cars and a trailer. 
The Scouts headed off on their 
own with their packs to travel 
by train and bus to Enniskerry 
before hiking to the campsite.
We’d never been to Powerscourt 
campsite before but it was a 
treat, basic but all you need is 
onsite. It was recommended by 
others in the county including 
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some caution around the waterfall 
itself. While the hike was happening 
the APL’s went to Enniskerry and did 
a top-up shop and setup the Easter 
egg hunt. Many coloured pegs were 
hidden around the campsite with 
a patrol having to get a full set of 
colours before they could claim their 
prize. After much searching high and 
low, dry and wet, all were retrieved.
Just before dinner a foolish 
challenge was settled. One of the 
leaders having seen a leader from 
Sutton in the river said, in earshot 
of Scouts, that if the leader dunked 
his head under the water he would 
too. Well the leader dunked his head 
and the Scouts quickly rounded on 

could cook their meals on it and 
Shane F gave some help with 
this. We also fixed the patrol 
stores that were put up late in 
the day by tired Scouts. With 
the patrols in full swing doing 
everything that makes a camp 
work so well, lunch was served 
in no time and we set about 
some activities. Mafeking were 
camping next to use and let us 
use their aerial runway and tree 
climbing. With Martin down Mark 
and Michael helped to squeezed 
in some Rock climbing at the 
nearby Lovers Leak crag before 
returning for Dinner. The longer 
campfire was excellent for the 
Saturday night’s entertainment 
and tired heads turned in early. 
ish.

On Sunday we took the chance 
to go to the Powerscourt 
waterfall where due to the cold 
weather large chunks of ice were 
on the rocks, Shane L working 
with some of the Scouts on 
hiking skills as they went. Some 
higher parts of the waterfall were 
thawing so there needed to be 
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Michael to live up to the challenge. 
A very cold dunking later a lesson 
learned!

After dinner there was a campfire 
and an award for Scout of camp as 
well as a birthday presentation for 
one of the Scouts.

Sunday was dry, as was the entire 
weekend, and we started to break 
camp. The section stores went 
home the night before easing the 
workload and once everything was 

packed away the patrols started 
the hike back to Enniskerry to catch 
the bus and train back to the den. 
Meanwhile the leaders drove back 
and started to hand the tents and 
put the gear away.

We want to say a very special 
thanks to Mafeking from Sutton 
who had an aerial runway and tree 
climbing setup and allowed us to 
use it on the Saturday, it was a great 
treat for the Scouts.



18th Santry Beavers on various 

Activities

Over the last while the Beaver Scouts from the 18th Santry have been 

very busy. Recently they went on a weekend to Glendale lodge with 

12 Beaver Scouts and 6 leaders. On the friday night they had a great 

Campfire. Saturday was spend with the assistance of 2 Scout and 2 Cub 

Scout Leaders  doing gases on Tent Pitching, axe and saw, First Aid and 

Pioneering. They also took part in a 8km Hike on Saturday evening before 

Watching a movie. Wee done to our 18 year old leader Rebecca who 

organised the weekend.

Other events that happened 
recently were trips to the natural 
history museum, Kilmainham 
jail and a night of wall climbing 
courtesy of the 13th Dublin.

Also One of our Scouters Gordon 
Brown was presented with a 
Silver Merit award recently. The 
Award was presented by Paul 
Ring.
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18th Santry Friday Cub Pack

Q: When does €30 = €560? 

A: When two Sixers and a Seconder are given €10 each and 

challenged to use it to raise money for the pack.

and School Principal to run a raffle 
and cake sale in school. They then 
bought prizes, sold tickets during 
their lunch breaks and held a very 
successful raffle. 

With the taste of success fresh in 
their mouths focus shifted to the 
cake sale. A planning meeting was 
held, roles were assumed, budget 
& shopping lists were drafted, and 
a monumental exercise in baking 
was embarked upon. One parent 
commented “My house has been 
somewhere between a boardroom 
and bakery all week”. Finally the day 

This is what happened when 
we challenged two of Sixers 
and a Seconder to raise some 
money for the Pack. The object 
of the exercise was to create 
an opportunity for them take 
ownership of a project right 
through the Plan, Do & Review 
process. 

Emma Gerrard, Kelly Martin 
& Nicole Dunne accepted 
the challenge and launched 
themselves in entrepreneur 
mode. First of all they obtained 
permission from their Teacher 
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of reckoning arrived and with the aid 
of a crash course in marketing from 
the School Principal the cake sale 
was a raging success!!! 
Three remarkable Cubs arrived at 
our next Pack meeting with €560 in 
hand. That evening all three were 
awarded Personal Skill Special 
Interest Badges in recognition their 
approach to the challenge and 
the extent of new learning they 
experienced.

This is just one example of the 
thousands of activities happening 
nationwide where our Youth 
Members, when supported and 
encouraged by their Scouters, 
are reaching levels of personal 
achievement beyond even their own 
expectations. 

Congratulations girls we’re all really 
proud of you! 

Scouters 18th Santry Friday Cub 
Pack.



South Kildare Scout County

On the 5th - 7th April 2013, South Kildare Scout County hosted the first 

annual Venture Sword Competition. This event is the first of its kind to 

be run in the whole of Ireland. The event, which was held in Forest Farm 

Campsite, Athy Co. Kildare, began with the Opening Ceremony where 

40 Venture Scouts and 20 Leaders began their fun filled adventure. 

The Ventures were randomly selected to join 5 Crews which contained 

members from each of the groups that attended. Ventures played ice-

beaker games and made a mascot t-shirt which a member of the team had 

to wear for he weekend. The final event of Friday evening was the Venture 

Ventures to design a costume out of 
newspapers and to model it on own 
catwalk. Even the CPC modeled 
his very own outfit. Test meal was 
next on the agenda and food was 
issued based on the points gained 
throughout the day. 

Sword Quiz which counted towards 
the final points for the competition. 

After a bitterly cold night, Saturday 
morning began with the issuing of 
breakfast hampers and following 
breakfast, the Ventures took part 
in the designated tasks to earn 
their crew points. These included 
chase the tail, blindfolded gates 
and communications to name a few. 
After lunch, Ventures and Leaders 
took part in a drumming workshop 
which was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all. Then it was time for the 
CPC Challenge.  This challenged 
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After dinner, all Crews took a well-
deserved break and prepared for 
the campfire. The campfire allowed 
Ventures to chill out and mix with 
others. This concluded a jam packed 
Saturday and with spirits high, we 
retreated to bed.

Sunday morning brought great 
disappointed as the camp was 
drawing to a close but a the 
closing ceremony approached, the 
excitement began to build. With the 
Winners of the best Log Book going 
to the Banter Panterz and the best 
Campfire Sketch being received by 
Cupid Stunts, it was soon onto the 
main awards. The winners of Spirit 
of Scouting went to the Lemons 
and runners up was awarded to 
the Cobras. The overall winners 
of the Venture Sword 2013, and 
the winners of Test Meal, were the 
Dragon Slayers. 

Overall, this was a great weekend 
for all the Ventures and Leaders 
from Athy, Newbridge, Kilcullen, 
Naas, Blessington and Kildare Town. 
Each Venture received a badge to 
go along with the great memories 
and new friends they gained over 

the weekend. A big thanks to all 
the Leaders who helped organise 
this camp and put in many hours of 
work. Here’s to the Venture Sword 
2014.



Highest Number Ever Attend Squelsh

The attendance at Squelsh last weekend at Farran Woods was 550. This 

was a record and the highest attendance in the eighteen years that it has 

been run. Organised by the three associations, Scouting Ireland, Irish Girl 

Guides and the Catholic Girl Guides.   The weather was ideal even though 

the young participants said they would have liked more mud.  There were 

16 different bases dotted around and the leader of each group could decide 

the order they went to them.  Going by the cheers and laughter there is no 

doubt that great fun was had by all. 

Great credit must go to Colin 
Heas and Violet Warner in 
particular along with the Court 
of Honour from the 5th Cork 
(The Lough), Blarney Venture 
Scouts, 2nd Cork (St. Fin Barre’s 
Cathedral) and Pat Spillane for 
staffing the main bases.
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Waterford Scouts

At top of Comeragh Mountain cub leaders from accross the county
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Pat Fitzgerald recevies his service medal from CC

Butlerstown Leaders awards

T-Bay Investiture



The New “Scout” Range

The  New range of “Scout” branded apparel designed by  Communications 

team in Association with the Scout is available for sale online at the link 

below. It is also for sale from all the Scout Shop outlets and from Road 

shows. Order your Road show today with the Scout Shop.
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Public Website:- www.scouts.ie

Members:- my.scouts.ie

Email:- communications@scouts.ie

Facebook:- http://www.facebook.com/scoutingireland

Twitter:- @scoutingireland

May 2013

Contacts
Coming next month

New Programme Commissioners 
announced!
Camping Season gets into full swing
National News
And  Much More!
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