Scout Skills

Axe
Saw

Knife

Safety

Safety
Safety when using any of these tools (all tools actually) is of the utmost importance. 

Under no circumstances should a Beaver or Cub be allowed to use them. Only Scout, Venturers and Leaders who have been properly trained and are confident handling them should be allowed to use them.

You should however introduce them to the younger members to help dispel the mystery they seem to hold. Youth members should not be allowed to using a felling axe regardless of section.

Clothing
All loose clothing should be removed, kneckers, draw string from tops, lanyards etc. It is not enough to simply tuck them into a shirt they must be removed.

Long hair must be tied back.

Hiking boots should be worn, never allow a Scout to use these tools when wearing runners, wellies etc.

Before using the tool 
Stand at the point where you intend to use the tool.

Holding it in one outstretched hand, slowly turn 360 degrees to ensure that there are no obstacles in the area. Make sure you keep your eyes on the tool as you turn. 

Chopping Area
A specific chopping area must be set up and used only for its purpose. No wood should be chopped outside this area.

It should be clearly marked out using tent pegs and sisal and all members should be made aware of it. 

It should be located near the campfire but not close enough to cause a fire risk.

All tools should be stored in the chopping area, unless in bad weather when they should be stored safely in the store tent.
All tools should have covers for them, if not get replacements.

They should be inspected regularly in particular before camp and a keen edge maintained.

A sharp saw or axe will not only work better they area actually safer.
Always cleans your tools before storing them
Before using any tools ensure that permission has been given by a leader.

Only those granted permission should be allowed to use the tools

The tools should only be used for what they are designed for.

The poll of an axe is not a substitute mallet 

Axe 
Types of axe
There are 2 basic types of axe.
a) Hand axe - A small, light axe designed for use in one hand specifically while camping or travelling.
b) Felling Axe - Cuts across the grain of wood, as in the felling of trees. Used with two hands
Carrying an axe
a) Hand axe – should be in its protective sheath. It should be carried by hand holding the head. The bit faces behind the carrier the haft down by their side

b) Felling axe– should be in its protective sheath. It should be carried by hand holding the haft with the head of the axe resting on the carriers shoulder. The bit faces behind the carrier.
Parts of an axe

An axe is broken into 2 basic parts, the head and the haft (handle)

a) Head

b) Toe

c) Cheek

d) Eye

e) Poll/Butt

f) Bit/Blade

g) Beard

h) Wedge

i) Haft
j) Heel
k) Shoulder

l) Belly

m) Throat

n) Grip

o) Knob


Using an axe

Felling Axe

a) Hold the axe by placing 1 hand 1 to 2 inches (2.5 to 5 cm) above the end of the axe handle.

b) Position your other hand approximately 25% down the handle below the blade of the axe.

c) Stand over the large piece of wood.

d) Swing the axe to chop into the wood at a 45-degree angle.

e) Alternate swinging the axe from the left and right sides of the target on the wood.

f) Bring the axe up over your left and right shoulder, switching from 1 side to the other as you alternate bringing the axe down on each side of the target spot on the wood.

g) Glide the hand that lies close to the blade down towards the end of the handle as you swing the axe.

h) Bring the top hand down the handle to meet the bottom hand by the time you have finished the swing.

i) Aim your swing for the top, middle and bottom portion of each side of the spot where you are cutting the wood.

j) Repeat this swing pattern until you have chopped through the wood.

Hand Axe

a) Place the small piece of wood you want to cut on a chopping block.

b) Lower yourself onto 1 knee next to the chopping block.

c) Use 1 hand to steady the wood you will chop.

d) Hold the axe's grip with the other hand.

e) Swing the axe down to the wood. Bend at the elbow to swing. Keep your wrist and hand straight.
f) Bring the axe down to 1 point on the wood at a 45-degree angle.

g) Alternate bringing the axe down onto the right and the left sides of the targeted area on the wood. A V will emerge in the wood.

h) Keep your eyes on the target area on the wood as you swing.

i) Chop the wood until you have cut it into 2 pieces.

Sweep the chopping block
Sweep the wood chips off of the chopping block with your hand. You can use the chips as kindling.

Tips

a) Bringing the axe down at a right angle to the wood will cause the axe to bounce back towards you.
Keep your axe sharp. Using a dull axe increases the chances that the axe will rebound forcefully off of chopping surfaces.
Sheathe your axe when you are not using it, and when you are moving from one place to another.
Be very careful when handling an axe. Wear protective clothing, such as sturdy boots, when handling an axe.
Carry your axe at your side. Hold the flat back of the blade in your hand. Refrain from carrying your axe over your shoulder

Saw
Safety
All safety rules as outlined above should be followed when using a saw.

Bushman saws are designed to be used by one person. Never allow two people to use them.

A bushman will on saw so far through a log so check the size before sawing. If the log is too large for one pass rotate the log as required

Remember to keep the blade clean and sheathed when not in use.
When carrying hold in one hand with the saw close down by your side

Bushman saws usually have a metal frame ("H" or "C"-shaped) and a removable blade with coarse teeth held in tension by the frame. Lightweight portable or foldable models used for camping or back-packing are also available

A Bushman is a crosscut saw; it is designed to cut across the grain. The width of the blade is constant from the teeth to the back.

Using a Bushman
1. Make sure that the wood you are cutting is held firmly. If you need to use your hand for this make sure it is kept well away from the blade. 

2. Start slowly by pulling the blade backward towards you until the blade is well into the wood. The push and pull in a steady rhythm using the whole length of the blade. Do not apply downward pressure; let the saw do the cutting. Trying to force it will often result in the blade getting stuck. 
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Knives
Most modern-day knives follow either a fixed-blade or a folding construction style, with blade patterns and styles as varied as their makers and countries of origin.
Parts of a knife
1 the blade
2 the handle
3 the point – the end of the knife used for piercing

4 the edge – the cutting surface of the knife extending from the point to the heel

5 the grind - the cross section shape of the blade

 6 the spine – the thickest section of the blade

7 the fuller - the groove added to make the blade lighter

8 the ricasso - the flat section of the blade located at the junction of the blade and the knife's bolster or guard

 9 the guard - the barrier between the blade and the handle which prevents the hand from slipping forward onto the blade and protects the hand from the external forces that are usually applied to the blade during use

10 the hilt or butt - the end of the handle utilized for blunt force

11 the lanyard - a strap used to secure the knife to the wrist
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As with the other tools Beavers and Cubs should not be allowed use knives. Scouts should only use them following completion of Axe, Saw and Knife training.

If one of your members has a knife and shouldn’t have, take it off them immediately.

Give it back to their parents explaining why they shouldn’t have the knife. Or do as I do and just keep it yourself.

Fixed blade features
A fixed blade knife, sometimes called a sheath knife, does not fold or slide, and is typically stronger due to the tang, the extension of the blade into the handle, and lack of moving parts
Folding blade features

A folding knife connects the blade to the handle through a pivot, allowing the blade to fold into the handle. To prevent injury to the knife user through the blade accidentally closing on the user's hand, folding knives typically have a locking mechanism. Different locking mechanisms are favoured by various individuals for reasons such as perceived strength (lock safety), legality, and ease of use.

If the parents are looking to buy their kids a knife point them in the way of a Victorinox Swiss Army Knife. Preferably either a Camper or a Huntsman.

They won’t need anything else.

Try and avoid them getting cheap knives, they are more likely to break and therefore more likely to cause injury.

Knives should be kept on a lanyard or in a pouch on the belt.

As with the axe and the saw, the sharper the blade of a knife the safer it is.

Make sure that you take care closing the blades.

Only use the tools on the knife for what they are designed for.

Keep the clean and dry at all times.

Using a Penknife
1. The first thing to do is read the instructions. Something we all “forget” when we get something new. The instructions will run through what tools are on the knife and also give you information on how to care for and maintain the knife correctly. 

2. Take note if the blade(s) on the knife are lock blades or not. If not, think what might happen if you do not use the knife properly and the blade closes. Only open the tools one at a time, having more than one open can make it difficult and dangerous to use. Also, think of what the tool is realistically able to achieve, don’t push it to hard and cause injury. 

3. Always cut away from yourself. In particular there is a big artery in your thigh which can be life threatening if damaged. 

4. Get used to holding your knife with the different tool settings, be comfortable and confident in using them when out and about and always ask for help if you are not sure. 

5. Be sure to maintain your knife correctly, if it is not oiled and if it gets clogged with mud you are more likely to get injured as it will become stiff and dangerous. 

Knives and the law

You will have heard a number of stories over the years from people and students on courses that ‘if it’s not a fixed blade knife you can carry it’ or ‘if the blade is under x inches its ok’. But the simple fact of the matter is in Ireland it is ILLGEAL to carry a knife of any size shape or form without due reason for carrying it at that time and in that location, this includes pen knives and Leatherman’s with a blade on it. 
Now what does this mean?
There are certain provisions covered under law that allow you to have a knife on your person for either recreation or for work and the application of the law falls on the discretion of the Garda that is enforcing it. It boils down to having a valid reason for having a knife on your person in whatever situation that it might be. So for example if you are a carpet fitter and you use a Stanley knife for trimming carpets this is a valid reason to have a Stanley knife on your belt walking around the office block where you are fitting carpets but not to have a bowie knife on your belt as you do it. If you are a fisherman you have a valid reason to have a gutting/utility knife on your belt as your fishing beside the river, but you would not have a valid reason to have a knife on your belt as you walk through town to get your sandwich on the way to the river. In terms of Scouting how does all of this apply to us? Well again it’s all quite logical and putting a little bit of thought into the situation can save you from an awkward conversation with a Garda or possibly a lot of trouble.

The onus is on you to prove you had a valid reason and no malicious intentions and convictions under ‘section III of the offensive weapons act’ can carry a fine of up to €1000 and 1-5 years in prison! If you’re out on a camp and you’re not going to be bumping into people you are pretty much ok, but as soon as you start coming into contact with the general public you need to think about what you’re doing and how you carrying a knife will be perceived. Ask yourself a few simple questions like ‘Do I need to have this knife on my belt when I go trekking today or can I leave it in camp or in my bag? ’ ‘How does it look to that nice family over there when a smelly, muddy Scout comes out of the bushes with a knife on his belt?’ While you might have a valid reason the sight of a knife could upset some sensibilities and if this can be avoided the entire better for us. When travelling to and from your camp make sure your knife is properly secured in its sheath and put out of reach in your rucksack always remembering to take it off your belt (before you pop in to the shops on the way home and have to leave your basket in the middle of the aisle whilst you scurry out to the car park, the security guard glaring at you looking like a shop lifter pulling your jumper over your sheath to avoid it being seen!).
As best practice work off having your knife removed from use by a number of steps, so for example I would have my knife in its sheath, in rucksack, in the boot of my car, or in its sheath in my bag in the glove box. This means it is not quickly accessible or on show and you has put in place steps to show it is not intended for malicious use. 
Below is a copy of the relevant section of the ‘Firearms and offensive weapons act’ for you to look at and there is a link in the links section of this site to the website of the Irish statute book also.
Knife law is defined in the firearm and offensive weapons act of 1990. PART III OFFENSIVE WEAPONS PART III Offensive Weapons Possession of knives and other articles.

9.—(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), where a person has with him in any public place any knife or any other article which has a blade or which is sharply pointed, he shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) It shall be a defence for a person charged with an offence under subsection (1) to prove that he had good reason or lawful authority for having the article with him in a public place.

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (2), it shall be a defence for a person charged with an offence under subsection (1) to prove that he had the article with him for use at work or for a recreational purpose.

(4) Where a person, without lawful authority or reasonable excuse (the onus of proving which shall lie on him), has with him in any public place - (a) Any flick-knife, or (b) Any other article whatsoever made or adapted for use for causing injury to or incapacitating a person, He shall be guilty of an offence.

(5) Where a person has with him in any public place any article intended by him unlawfully to cause injury to, incapacitate or intimidate any person either in a particular eventuality or otherwise, he shall be guilty of an offence.

(6) In a prosecution for an offence under subsection (5), it shall not be necessary for the prosecution to allege or prove that the intent to cause injury, incapacitate or intimidate was intent to cause injury to, incapacitate or intimidate a particular person; and if, having regard to all the circumstances (including the type of the article alleged to have been intended to cause injury, incapacitate or intimidate, the time of the day or night, and the place), the court (or the jury as the case may be) thinks it reasonable to do so, it may regard possession of the article as sufficient evidence of intent in the absence of any adequate explanation by the accused.

(7) (a) A person guilty of an offence under subsection (1) shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £1,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve months or to both.

(b) A person guilty of an offence under subsection (4) or (5) shall be liable— (I) On summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding £1,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve months or to both, or (ii) On conviction on indictment, to a fine or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years or to both.

(8) In this section “public place” includes any highway and any other premises or place to which at the material time the public have or are permitted to have access, whether on payment or otherwise, and includes any club premises and any train, vessel or vehicle used for the carriage of persons for reward.

(9) In this section “flick-knife” means a knife— (a) Which has a blade which opens when hand pressure is applied to a button, spring, lever or other device in or attached to the handle, or (b) Which has a blade which is released from the handle or sheath by the force of gravity or the application of centrifugal force and when released is locked in an open position by means of a button, spring, lever or other device.
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